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Many	English	words	contain	a	simple	word	with	the	combination	of	prefixes	or	suffixes	to	them	that	depict	their	meaning.	This	basic	simple	word	is	called	root	and	the	prefix	or	suffix	added	to	it	is	generally	called	the	affix.	Both	roots	and	affixes	have	played	a	vital	role	in	the	development	of	many	new	words,	but	many	students	are	not	completely
aware	of	them.	Given	below	is	the	detailed	explanation	of	both	of	them	along	with	some	commonly	used	affixes	and	roots:	Affixes	Word	affix	means	to	stick,	attach	or	join.	Affixes	are	a	set	of	letters,	which	get	stuck	to	words	to	give	these	words	a	new	meaning.	Affixes	can	be	added	at	the	beginning	or	end	of	the	word	and	based	on	this,	affixes	are
divided	into	two	main	categories.	These	categories	are	prefixes	and	suffixes.	As	word	pre	means	before,	the	prefixes	are	the	affixes	added	at	the	beginning	of	the	words	i.e.	in	word	‘unsuccessful'	affix	un-	is	added	at	the	beginning	hence	it	is	acting	as	a	prefix.	On	the	other	hand,	suffixes	are	the	affixes	added	at	the	end	of	the	word.	For	example,	in
word	‘national'	affix	-al	comes	at	the	end.	Some	commonly	used	affixes	are	anti-,	-ful,	inter-,	pre-,	-ly,	-ness.	Roots	Most	of	the	words	of	the	English	language	are	formed	with	the	help	of	a	simple	word	and	a	prefix	or	suffix	joined	to	it.	The	main	or	simple	word	to	which	an	affix	is	attached	is	called	root	word	or	simply	the	root.	In	short,	root	is	the	basis
of	a	word.	As	Greek	and	Latin	languages	played	a	vital	role	in	the	development	of	the	English	language,	most	of	the	words	used	as	root	are	either	Greek	or	Latin.	Some	commonly	used	roots	are	logy,	micro,	scope,	etc.	How	to	Use	Greek	and	Latin	Affixes	and	Roots	to	Define	Words?	Greek	and	Latin	are	one	of	those	very	few	languages	that	have	an
important	role	in	the	formation	of	the	English	language.	Most	of	the	words	we	hear,	read,	and	write	in	the	English	language	today	have	come	down	to	us	either	from	Latin	or	Greek.	Greek	and	Latin	elements	can	either	make	up	the	root	of	a	word	or	its	affixes,	either	prefix	or	suffix.	No	matter	what	form	these	are	present	in	the	word,	their	presence
can	contribute	a	lot	to	the	meaning	of	the	word.	These	Latin	and	Greek	roots	and	affixes	can	give	a	clear	direction	to	a	word's	meaning	if	one	knows	how	to	work	on	them.	Here	are	steps	to	follow	in	this	regard:	Break	Word	into	Parts	Once	you	have	figured	out	that	a	word	consists	of	either	Latin	or	Greek	elements,	try	breaking	the	word	in	smaller
parts.	Make	sure	that	the	smaller	parts	you	have	divided	the	word	in	have	a	meaning	of	their	own.	Try	not	to	simply	start	pulling	out	the	letters	from	the	words,	instead,	try	looking	for	specific	affixes	and	roots	you	have	already	heard	from	in	any	of	these	languages.	Understand	the	Meanings	of	Parts	Once	removed,	try	to	see	if	those	affixes	or	roots
are	from	Latin	or	Greek.	Search	for	their	meaning	If	you	don't	know	and	use	more	than	one	source	to	be	sure	about	the	meaning.	Join	the	Word	Parts	and	Meanings	Now	that	you	know	what	a	specific	word	part	means,	try	to	combine	and	merge	that	Latin	or	Greek	word's	meaning	with	that	of	the	rest	of	the	word	-	you	will	be	able	to	identify	the	word's
meaning	easily.	Here	is	the	complete	list	of	the	most	commonly	used	Greek	and	Latin	affixes	and	root	words.	Greek	Root	Words	Root	Meaning	Examples	Anti	Against	Antibacterial	Aqu	Water	Aquarium	Biblio	Book	Bibliophil	Chrome	Color	Phytochrome	Doc	Teach	Doctrinal	Geo	Earth	Geometry	Graph	Write	Demographic	Kinesis	Movement
Photokinesis	Narc	Sleep	Narcolepsy	Phil	Love	Philosophy,	Philanthropy	Photo	Light	Photocopy	Syn	Together	With	Photosynthesis	Tropos	Turning	Tropical	Latin	Root	Words	Root	Meaning	Examples	Ab	To	Move	Away	Aversion	Acer,	Acri	Bitter	Exacerbate	Brev	Short	Brief	Dict	Say	Dictionary	Fund	Bottom	Funding	Hab	To	HaveAbility	Inhabit	Lev	To
Lift	Leverage	Luc,	Lum	Light	Translucent	Mis,	Mit	Send	Permit	Pac	Peace	Pacifist	Quit	Silent	Acquit	Sens	To	Feel	Resent	Tim	To	Fear	Timorous	Vid	To	See	Video	Greek	And	Latin	Prefixes	Prefix	Meaning	Example	A,	An	Without,	Not	Anachronism	Ad	Toward	Adumbrate	Amphi	Round	Amphibian	Anthro	Man	Anthropomorphic	Aqua	Water	Aqueous
Archos	Leader	Architect	Auto	Self	Auto-Immune	Bi	Two	Bicuspid,	Bivalve	Bible	Book	Bibliophile	Caco	Bad	Cacophony	Circum	Around	Circumnavigate	Corpus	Body	Corpus	Callosum	Demos	People	Demographic	Dia	Across	Diagnosis	Dis	Apart	Distend	Ego	I,	Self	Egocentric	Ex	Out	Exophalmic,	Exoskeleton	Frater	Brother	Fratricide	Graph	Record
Graphology,	Homo	Same	Homeostasis	Ideo	Idea	Ideal	Inter	Between	Interstitial	Lexis	Word	Lexicography	Locus	Place	Circumlocution	Meter	Measure	Odometer	Mittere	Send	Remit	Mortis	Death	Morbid	Nomen	Name	Nominal	Pater	Father	Patricide	Peri	Around	Peritoneum	Phobos	Phon	Polein	Poly	Many	Polyphonic	Pre	Before	Prescient	Riparia	River
Riparian	Scribo	Write	Script	Tele	Distance	Teleology	Utilis	Useful	Utilitarian	Greek	And	Latin	Suffixes	Suffix	Meaning	Examples	Ac	Pertaining	To	Cardiac	Ate	Subject	To	Visualize	Cele	Protrusion	Cystocele	(Bladder	Hernia)	Cle	Small	Follicle	Ectomy	Cutting	Out	Appendectomy	Esis	State	Or	Condition	Paresis	Stormy	Surgical	Opening	Gastrostomy
How	to	Using	Affixes	and	Roots	To	Determine	Word	Meanings	The	English	language	has	a	vast	variety	of	words.	It	contains	thousands	of	words	that	are	used	in	daily	conversations	and	text.	All	the	words	in	the	English	language	are	almost	impossible	to	memorize.	It	is	also	not	necessary	for	anyone	to	memorize	all	the	words	in	order	to	become	an
expert	in	the	language.	This	is	because	there	are	many	other	ways	to	figure	out	the	meaning	of	unfamiliar	words.	One	can	always	refer	to	the	dictionary	to	find	out	meanings.	However,	this	method	is	not	always	resourceful	because	not	everyone	carries	a	dictionary	along	with	them.	In	your	academic	and	professional	life,	you	will	come	across	many
new	words	that	might	seem	impossible	to	figure	out	at	first	but	with	a	special	technique,	you	can	easily	guess	the	meaning	accurately.	The	presence	of	an	unknown	word	won't	become	a	hindrance	in	your	work	or	assessment.	The	technique	involves	the	use	of	affixes	and	root	words.	All	words	of	the	English	language	can	be	broken	down	into	parts.
These	parts	of	the	word	are	affixes	and	root	words.	You	can	use	the	help	of	them	to	find	out	the	meaning	of	any	unfamiliar	or	complex	word.	Root	Words	Root	words	are	the	words	that	already	have	a	predefined	meaning.	They	cannot	be	broken	down	any	further.	The	root	word	is	the	primary	part	of	the	word.	It	does	not	have	any	affixes	attached	to	it.
The	root	word	present	in	any	word	is	the	part	that	contains	the	most	significance.	The	main	meaning	of	the	word	comes	from	the	root	word.	For	example,	Anthropology	This	word	contains	two	root	words	i.e	anthropo	and	logy.	Anthropo	means	human	behavior	and	logy	means	study.	Therefore,	combining	the	meanings	of	both,	the	meaning	of	the	word
becomes	the	study	of	human	behavior.	Affixes	Suffixes	and	prefixes	are	the	two	types	of	affixes.	They	are	mentioned	either	in	the	beginning	or	the	ending	of	the	word.	For	example,	Unhappy	The	word	unhappy	has	the	root	word	happy.	Un	is	the	prefix	that	means	not.	Hence,	the	meaning	becomes,	not	happy.	Page	2	BECOME	A	MEMBER!	Latin	and
Greek	are	the	source	of	many	root	words	in	English.	In	this	fun	classroom	activity	on	Greek	root	words,	students	will	match	each	word	in	Column	A	with	its	meaning	in	Column	B!	This	is	great	practice	for	students	learning	how	to	identify	and	define	commonly	used	root	words.	This	series	of	15	worksheets	is	designed	to	help	students	learn	and
understand	Greek	and	Latin	roots	and	their	meanings.	The	exercises	in	these	worksheets	aim	to	teach	students	how	to	identify,	define,	and	use	Greek	and	Latin	roots	in	their	writing	and	everyday	language.	Some	exercises	in	the	worksheets	include	defining	Greek	root	words	and	writing	down	words	that	use	them	along	with	their	meanings.	This	can
help	students	develop	their	vocabulary	and	learn	how	to	recognize	and	use	different	Greek	root	words	in	their	writing	and	everyday	language.	Other	exercises	involve	identifying	the	Latin	roots	in	words	that	use	them	and	their	definitions,	which	can	help	students	develop	their	language	and	critical	thinking	skills.	Additionally,	students	are	asked	to
classify	words	according	to	their	roots,	unscramble	the	letters	in	words	to	identify	the	root	word	used	and	their	meanings,	and	match	Greek	and	Latin	root	words	to	their	meanings.	Writing	prompts	are	also	included	to	help	students	showcase	their	knowledge	on	Greek	and	Latin	root	words,	and	how	they	can	be	used	to	create	new	words	and	expand
their	vocabulary.	Learning	about	Greek	and	Latin	roots	is	an	important	part	of	language	development,	as	many	words	in	the	English	language	have	roots	in	these	ancient	languages.	By	understanding	the	meanings	of	different	roots	and	how	they	are	used	to	create	words,	students	can	develop	their	vocabulary,	reading	comprehension,	and	writing
skills.	Overall,	these	worksheets	provide	an	excellent	resource	for	teachers	and	homeschooling	parents	who	are	looking	to	help	their	students	improve	their	language	skills	and	develop	a	deeper	understanding	of	the	origins	and	meanings	of	the	English	language.	How	to	Learn	Greek	and	Latin	Roots?	Greek	and	Latin	roots	are	the	foundation	of	many
English	words.	By	understanding	the	meaning	of	these	roots,	you	can	often	determine	the	meaning	of	new	words	you	encounter.	For	example,	the	Latin	root	word	port	means	“to	carry.”	So,	a	word	like	transportation	would	literally	mean	“the	act	of	carrying	across.”	Similarly,	the	Greek	root	word	bio	means	“life,”	so	a	word	like	biography	would	be
“the	story	of	someone’s	life.”	Learning	these	roots	can	help	you	quickly	decipher	new	words	and	expand	your	vocabulary.	Once	you	know	some	of	the	most	common	Greek	and	Latin	roots,	you’ll	start	to	see	how	they’re	used	in	many	different	ways.	For	instance,	the	Latin	root	word	tract	means	“to	pull,”	so	words	like	attract	and	contract	both	feature
this	root	5	Strategies	to	learn	Greek	and	Latin	Roots	An	understanding	of	Greek	and	Latin	roots	can	be	a	valuable	tool	in	your	journey	to	mastering	the	English	language.	Here	are	some	strategies	to	learn	Greek	and	Latin	Roots.	1.	Understand	How	Roots	Work	To	learn	Greek	and	Latin	roots,	it	is	first	vital	to	understand	how	they	work.	Roots	are	the
building	blocks	of	words,	and	they	can	be	either	real	words	or	made-up	words.	Real	words	are	known	as	lexical	roots,	while	made-up	words	are	called	combining	forms.	For	example,	the	word	“re”	is	a	lexical	root,	while	“pre”	is	a	combining	form.	2.	Know	What	Prefixes	and	Suffixes	to	Look	For	Once	you	understand	how	roots	work,	you	can	start	to
identify	them	in	words.	Greek	and	Latin	roots	are	often	found	in	words	with	certain	prefixes	and	suffixes.	For	example,	the	prefix	“anti”	often	signifies	that	a	word	contains	a	Greek	root,	while	the	suffix	“ion”	often	indicates	that	a	word	contains	a	Latin	root.	3.	Use	a	Dictionary	or	Glossary	If	you	come	across	a	word	you	don’t	know,	try	looking	it	up	in	a
dictionary	or	glossary	containing	Greek	and	Latin	roots.	This	can	help	you	figure	out	the	root	of	the	word	and	its	meaning.	4.	Practice	Using	the	Root	Words	In	order	to	really	learn	Greek	and	Latin	roots,	it	is	important	to	practice	using	them.	One	way	to	do	this	is	to	make	up	sentences	using	words	that	contain	the	roots	you	are	trying	to	learn.	For
example,	if	you	are	trying	to	learn	the	root	“bene,”	you	could	make	up	a	sentence	like	“The	benefited	from	taking	advantage	of	the	sale.”	5.	Make	a	Word	List	for	the	First	100	Words	A	knowledge	of	Greek	and	Latin	roots	can	help	students	unlock	the	meaning	of	many	English	words.	By	understanding	the	origins	of	words,	students	can	more	easily
remember	their	definitions	and	usage.	For	this	reason,	making	a	word	list	of	Greek	and	Latin	roots	can	be	helpful.	The	first	100	roots	on	such	a	list	might	include	“a-,”	“ante-,”	“bene-,”	“cide,”	“contra-,”	“de-,”	“dia-,”	“dis-,”	”	-emic,”	“en-/em-,”	”	-ennium,”	“exo-,”	“Extra-,”	and	so	forth.	With	a	comprehensive	list	of	roots	at	their	disposal,	students	can	be
well	on	their	way	to	understanding	the	mysteries	of	the	English	language.	7.	Practice	Writing	the	Root	Words	Out	One	effective	way	to	learn	roots	is	to	practice	writing	them	out	repeatedly.	This	will	help	embed	the	roots	in	your	memory	so	that	you	can	easily	recall	them	when	you	need	to.	Moreover	it’s	helpful	to	create	sentences	using	words	that
contain	the	root,	as	this	will	give	you	a	better	understanding	of	how	the	root	is	used	in	context.	With	a	little	effort,	you’ll	be	surprised	at	how	quickly	your	vocabulary	will	grow.	Page	2	This	educational	worksheet	is	designed	to	enhance	students’	vocabulary	by	familiarizing	them	with	Greek	and	Latin	roots.	The	top	of	the	page	features	a	classic	Greek
column,	symbolizing	the	ancient	origins	of	the	words	students	will	be	exploring.	The	header,	in	bold,	announces	the	focus	of	the	lesson:	“Greek	Root	Words.”	Instructions	are	clearly	provided,	directing	students	to	read	each	Greek	root	and	its	meaning,	then	brainstorm	four	words	that	contain	the	given	root.	They	are	also	tasked	with	writing	down	the
meanings	of	each	word	they	list.	The	worksheet	is	divided	into	sections,	each	dedicated	to	a	different	root.	The	first	root	presented	is	“bio,”	with	its	meaning	listed	as	“life,”	followed	by	spaces	for	students	to	fill	in	related	words	and	their	meanings.	The	second	section	features	the	root	“ast,”	meaning	“star,”	and	similarly	asks	for	words	and	definitions.
The	third	section	highlights	the	root	“graph,”	meaning	“write,”	with	additional	lines	for	students’	responses.	Each	section	encourages	the	practice	of	connecting	word	meanings	to	their	roots,	a	fundamental	skill	in	language	arts.	The	layout	is	clean	and	organized,	making	it	easy	for	students	to	navigate	and	fill	out	as	they	engage	with	the	material.	This
approach	not	only	enriches	their	vocabulary	but	also	teaches	them	the	etymology	of	words,	providing	them	with	tools	to	decipher	unfamiliar	terms	in	the	future.	The	worksheet	serves	as	a	practical	resource	for	teachers	to	incorporate	into	their	language	lessons,	and	for	students,	it	is	a	step	toward	becoming	more	articulate	and	knowledgeable	in	their
use	of	language.	5th	Grade	-	7th	GradeUnderstanding	Etymology	-	Greek	and	Latin	RootsEnhance	vocabulary	comprehension	and	application	through	the	study	of	foundational	Greek	and	Latin	roots	that	form	many	English	words.	Mastering	these	roots	aids	in	expanding	word	recognition	skills	and	understanding	language	structure.See	more4th
Grade	-	7th	GradeVocabulary	Exploration	-	Understanding	Greek	and	Latin	Word	OriginsExplore	the	origins	of	over	60%	of	English	words	derived	from	Greek	and	Latin	roots.	Enhance	vocabulary	by	understanding	the	meanings	and	applications	of	these	roots,	fostering	a	deeper	comprehension	of	word	formation	and	linguistic	history.See	more5th
Grade	-	8th	GradeGreek	and	Latin	Roots	-	Vocabulary	and	Word	Analysis	-	Understanding	Word	OriginsExamine	the	building	blocks	of	the	English	language	by	focusing	on	Greek	and	Latin	roots,	emphasizing	vocabulary	development	and	word	analysis.	Learners	will	improve	their	ability	to	infer	the	meanings	of	unfamiliar	words	by	understanding	root
origins,	enhancing	both	linguistic	comprehension	and	analytical	skills.See	more5th	Grade	-	8th	GradeUnderstanding	Word	Origins	-	Greek	&	Latin	Roots	-	Vocabulary	DevelopmentExplore	the	captivating	study	of	etymology	by	examining	Greek	and	Latin	roots	to	expand	vocabulary.	Learners	will	gain	a	deeper	understanding	of	word	meanings	and	how
to	apply	them	through	the	study	of	linguistic	roots.See	more5th	Grade	-	7th	GradeExploring	Greek	and	Latin	Roots	-	Prefixes,	Roots,	and	Suffixes	in	English	LanguageExplore	the	foundations	of	the	English	language	through	an	examination	of	Greek	and	Latin	roots,	specifically	"vis-",	"manu-",	and	"ped-".	This	study	enhances	understanding	of	word
construction	and	the	meanings	of	complex	words	through	the	exploration	of	affixes.	The	process	empowers	vocabulary	expansion	and	improves	reading	comprehension	skills.See	more4th	Grade	-	6th	GradeGreek	and	Latin	Roots	-	Vocabulary	Development	-	Language	ExplorationExplore	Greek	and	Latin	roots	to	enhance	vocabulary	and	understand
language	structures.	Develop	the	ability	to	recognize	and	apply	root	meanings,	which	will	enrich	language	comprehension	and	expression	skills.See	more4th	Grade	-	7th	GradeVocabulary	Skills	-	Greek	and	Latin	Roots	-	LinguisticsDiscover	the	foundational	elements	of	vocabulary	development	by	studying	Greek	and	Latin	roots.	Enhance	vocabulary
skills	and	improve	the	ability	to	decode	unfamiliar	words	by	understanding	the	meanings	of	root	words	and	their	derivatives.See	more3rd	Grade	-	6th	GradeUnderstanding	Word	Structure	-	Greek	and	Latin	Roots	-	Language	DevelopmentExplore	the	significance	of	Greek	and	Latin	roots,	prefixes,	and	suffixes	in	comprehending	word	meanings	and
structures.	Develop	skills	in	decoding	unfamiliar	vocabulary	and	understanding	the	historical	impact	of	classical	languages	on	English.	Gain	the	ability	to	analyze	and	appreciate	the	etymological	roots	contributing	to	modern	English	usage.See	more5th	Grade	-	7th	GradeLatin	&	Greek	Roots	-	Extended	Meanings	-	Linguistic	FoundationsExplore	the
origins	of	Latin	and	Greek	words,	focusing	on	their	meanings	and	applications	in	contemporary	language.	Enhance	understanding	of	word	origins	to	improve	vocabulary	skills	and	comprehension	of	historical	language	development.See	more4th	Grade	-	7th	GradeVocabulary	Skills	-	Greek	and	Latin	Roots	-	Morphology	and	EtymologyExplore	the
nuances	of	words	derived	from	Greek	and	Latin	roots,	focusing	on	understanding	suffixes	such	as	-ive,	-ify,	-ous,	and	-ity.	By	studying	these	roots,	enhance	vocabulary	and	improve	the	ability	to	deduce	the	meanings	of	unfamiliar	words.	This	approach	emphasizes	subject	matter	comprehension,	achieving	learning	goals,	and	developing	critical
language	skills.See	more5th	GradeUnderstanding	Greek	and	Latin	PrefixesExplore	the	fascinating	origins	of	Greek	and	Latin	prefixes	to	enhance	vocabulary	skills,	focusing	on	the	ability	to	deduce	meanings	of	unfamiliar	words.	Develop	a	comprehensive	understanding	of	prefixes	like	dis-,	in-,	and	tele-,	and	improve	language	proficiency	through
mastery	of	these	linguistic	building	blocks.See	more2nd	Grade	-	5th	GradeUnderstanding	Prefixes	-	"re-"	&	"un-"	-	English	LanguageStudy	prefixes	with	attention	to	"re-"	and	"un-"	to	understand	their	impact	on	altering	the	meanings	of	base	words.	Learners	will	be	equipped	to	identify	and	apply	these	prefixes,	aiding	in	vocabulary	expansion	and
enhanced	word	comprehension	skills.See	more5th	Grade	-	7th	GradeUnderstanding	Greek	and	Latin	Roots	-	Numbers,	Manu,	PedExplore	the	meanings	and	applications	of	Greek	and	Latin	roots	related	to	numerical	concepts,	as	well	as	roots	like	"manu"	and	"ped."	Enhance	vocabulary	and	comprehension	skills	by	learning	to	identify	and	understand
root	words	within	the	English	language.See	more5th	GradeMultiple	Meaning	Words	and	Greek	Roots	-	Vocabulary	DevelopmentDevelop	an	understanding	of	the	varied	meanings	of	words	and	Greek	roots	through	vocabulary	enhancement.	Acquire	skills	in	using	context	clues	for	meaning	determination	and	expand	word	knowledge	by	identifying	and
applying	Greek	and	Latin	roots.See	more4th	Grade	-	6th	GradeLanguage	Foundations	-	Greek	and	Latin	Roots	-	Vocabulary	EnhancementExploration	of	foundational	Greek	and	Latin	roots	such	as	"semi,"	"super,"	"multi/poly,"	and	others	enhances	learners'	understanding	of	their	meanings	and	applications.	The	ability	to	decode	new	vocabulary	words
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