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Kandinski 27-Garden of Love improvisation. This image was printed on a postcard commemorating the demonstration of the 1913's armory, the artistic spectacle that introduced modern art to the American public. 1914: WW Initia (Archduke Ferdinand assassinated) 1917: the Russian revolution breaks; U.S. enters WW I 1918: Armistice declared in
WW I (stopping fighting) 1920: 19th Amendment to the Constitution gives women the right to vote; 18th Amendment banning the manufacture, sale and import of alcoholic beverages enters into force (prohibition) 1925: Scope Tennessee Evolution Trial (debate on whether schools can teach evolution). 1927: Charles Lindbergh flies alone across the
Atlantic 1929: Stock market blockade, Starting the Great Depression 1933: Aborted Prohibition 1936: Aborted Prohibition 1936: Spanish Civil War begins 1939: Hitler invades Czechoslovakia and Poland (World War II begins) 1941: Japan attacks the port of Pearl (beginning us Covenant in WW II) 1945: Germany and Japan surrender; WW II over.
American Literature from the 1914-1945: some highlights of the first half of the twentieth century is an extremely rich period for American letters. Whatever I list here will only scratch the surface. But I tried to include a sampling of the most famous works and features of the most discussed writers, a great start for those who want to capture the
taste of modern American literature. For an introduction to the characteristics of modern American literature, see this post. poetryyou can find most of these poems online to read for free. Try looking for poetyfoundation. Orphans and poets. org to find and control the titles. Monongahela River Valley, Pennsylvania. Painting by American artist John
Kane shows modernist interest in primitive and folk styles. Edgar Lee. Spoon River Anthology (1915) This work is a series of short free verse poems written from the points of view of the various residents of the small town mid-terence of the Spoon River. The catch: all the poetry schedules are dead. Key Key Key Most of the characters were based on
real people Masters knew in Lewistown, Illinois, where he grew up. It is no surprise that locals banned the book when Masters published it, unsatisfied with the cynical image of Spoon River of the people they recognized, not to mention his itterized vision of life in small cities. In today's day, however, according to an article published in Humanities
magazine, Lewistown celebrates the work written by their famous inhabitant. You can read about how Lewistown celebrates Spoon River here. And in fact, for lovers of Modernism, Spoon River is something to celebrate, since it was an inspiration for many works to come, including Sherwood Anderson in Winesburg, Ohio. This work also captures the
greedy and unhappy lives of Americans in small cities, but in the form of narrative rather than poetry. Master's work was one of the favorites of many of my students. I think you will like to taste some of the many poems of the volume. Ezra Pound, Various works (listed below). Ezra Pound is now famous for his fascism and his poetry. As a supporter of
Mussolini in World War II, he was imprisoned in 1945 by American soldiers and later confined to St. Elizabeth’s Hospital for the Insane in Washington DC until 1958. You may disagree with Pounda }'s policy, like me, and yet recognize him a great debt for having contributed to developing the surprising new aesthetic principles that led to a revolution
in poetic writing in the 20th century. Beyond theories, Pound actively supported many of the greatest American modernist writers of the 20th century, including T. S. Eliot, Robert Frost, Williams, H.D., Hemingway and Moore. For a taste of his work, see: "A Retrospect" and "A Few Don" (1918, 1913) These two short extracts from his writings sum up
the principles that he andhis colleagues felt that they should govern a kind of poetry to adapt to modern age. You can read “A Retrospect” and “A Few Don” here. “In a subway station” (a poem by Imagist, 1913). “To Whistler, American” (1912) (Famous line: “You and Abe Lincoln from that mass of dolts / Show us there” “The rest” (1913;) “A pact”
(1913).This series of poems shares one of Pound’s favorite themes: Americans are not sufficiently refined or educated to appreciate great art. “A pact” explains his long quarrel with Walt Wh “Portrait of a Woman” (1912). In this poem, a woman is criticized for her lack of original thoughts, testifying to the modernist cult of originality and authenticity
in both character and mind.T. S. Eliot. “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (1915); “The Hollow Men” (1925); “The Waste Land” (1925); “The Waste Land (192 2); A”Burnt NortonA”, 1936.T. S. Eliot in 1923*For the quintessence of the high modernist expression of 20th century anxiety, turn to the poet T. S. Eliot. In the first two famous and fairly
accessible poems listed here, Eliot explores the superficial insignificance of human life, especially within the new impersonal mechanized culture of the early 20th century. Want to go deeper? Next piece for THE historical poetry of High Literary Modernism, The Waste Land. In addition to a dose of modernist angst, Eliot also gives us some of the most
memorable images and the most beautiful and musical sounds of any poetry ever written, which is worth experimenting with even if his vision of life bothers you.In the next life, Eliot moved from this view of reality as a flow of senseless feelings to the idea that over time the infinite parade of change, people can actually perceive a meaningful Eternal
Reality, or Logos, a lasting goodness beneath the superficial realities. Explore the idea in “Burnt Norton” H.D. (Hilda) a € eeMid-Day, & € (1916); 4 € ceOread, a € (1914); a4 € ecLEDA, 4 € (1919); a € ceHelen, a € (1924) Once your girlfriend then a member of the literary circle of Ezra Pound, H.D. He tried to practice many of him's precepts to write
modern poems. She became one of the most realized and widely recognized imagist writers. In the poems of the imagist, emotions are transmitted through vivid images, without long verbal explanations or abstract language. This brief example of the works of H.D. It takes you some of the most famous imagist poems of the time. These works also show
the modernist interest in classical mythology. Amy Lowell. & € ceThe captured goddess, a € (1914); & € ceMadonna of the flowers of the eveninga €, (1919); a € ceCollina del Meeting-Housea €, (1925); &4 € ceSummer Night Piece, a € (1925). Another practitioner of imagism, Lowell supported this method of poetry-writing through her work, and giving
talks about the method of writing the imagist poetry. She became so famous for her ideas of her that Ezra Pound started calling imagism A Amy-Gisma. I find its beautiful, less impenetrable poems than some other high modernist work. In this example, Lowell's feminism can also be seen clearly. William Carlos Williams. Just immerse and sample! But
to cover some of the most known poems, read: a € ceThe young housewife, a € (1916); a € ceThe Lace of Queen-Annea €, (1921); a4 € ,eThe widow lament in springa €, (1921); a € ,eThe red sparrowa €, (1923); a € oeThis is just to say, a € (1934), and Above All: 4 € ceSpring and Alla € (1923). William Carlos Williams. Passport photo. When very young, I
saw little to admire in Williams's work, which is written in the simplest language, focusing on the most trivial and ordinary objects, like red wagons, plums in a bowl, and wild carrot sprouting in a field. But now, understand the aesthetic goals of him, and have experienced more than life is really, as I love him! In his book 1923 Spring and All, Williams
argues that ancient-style poetry works only at people from a direct experience of real life. The oldest poem perpetuates what he called "The beautiful illusion, It is their own work, on the other hand, uses the imagination to carry themselves, and therefore the readers, to see and fully experience the exact moment in which they live: it is to perfect,
clarify, intensify that the eternal moment in which we are alone live there, but a single force- the imagination. "This poetic research seems convincing now, when medical science has shown us all the benefits of the force of benefits," a series of practices to help people be fully present in the Year, I'm sorry. "accepting Sense impressions, emotions and
thoughts of every instant. The jilliams pushed against his high modernist friends Pound and Eliot when they criticized the Americans for being inadequate readers, or subjects for, great poetry. Like Walt Whitman, pound found every day-ness is the most magnificent material for the while And the Americans have his favorite audience. It's "Prince" and
all right (the poem) is Williams'answer "Eliot Earth's response to waste, which mourns the death of Western culture. Williams'response to the view of the land of waste is that culture is not dead, it is simply sleeping and developing, just like hibernated plants in winter, but are still in the process of being reborn. The students really liked reading
Williams. Try a little for yourself, approaching every job with an open and present mind. Robert Frost. So many! Try "Wall of the Wall" (1914); Home Burial (1914) "After selecting the apple (1914); is"The bird of the oven"(1916); (1916s) and "Desert places"(1936); Design (1922); and no © in depth... 1936). Take also a good look at "the road has not
been taken... [1916], because © It's likely someone gave you the wrong interpretation. All this has heard about Robert Frost, and most have read some of his works somewhere in their own way. Many of his poems are written in traditional forms, such as empty verse (five iambic units that do not rhyme, such as Shakespeare's games), or sonnet form,
or other types of poems traditionally structured. The language is simple and simple. The topics concern the world of everyday life, especially the people and things around the farm of New Hampshire in Frost, where he lived since 1901-09. However, do not assume from the simple surface "old-fashioned" of his poetry that Frost is not a pure modernist.
The theme of almost every poem is our infinite lack of certainty about the final truths, despite our human tendency to jump to easy platitudes and explanations for all phenomena of life. In "The Road Not Taken", for example, the speaker says that his life has changed because © He chose to follow the path that very few people had found "the least
traveled road". But what poetry actually says is that the paths were, in fact, "almost exactly the same" had not been traveled more heavily than the other. And even if in the future the speaker knows that he is supporting people that his choice of a path was significant in his life, there is no way of knowing if his choice made any difference. The
certainty is sought, but undersigned by the nebulity of life and probability, a common theme in many of Frost's poems. I approach Frost's poems with the idea that one way or another, most question human certainty, and you can see a new Robert Frost than you've noticed before. Claude McKay, if we must die (191919); "America" (1921). Born in
Jamaica, Claude McKay came to America in the 1912's youth, eventually publishing poems about the experience of being black in America during the early 20th century. "If we are to die," along with his 1922-year-old Harlem Shadows poetry book, he is believed to have launched the Renaissance In literature, which was a thriving literary expression
by African-American writers in the 1920s and 1930s. In these two poems, many writers of the Harlem Renaissance have relentlessly attacked the problems of racial discrimination and anti-racial violence, including lynching. McKay wrote heavily on these and others, often using traditional poetic forms, such as the two sonnets listed here. Langston
Hughes, Black Speaks of Rivers (1921); Mother and Son (1922), Mother and Son (1925); "Madam and Her Ladyship" (1943); Harlem (1951). A prolific and innovative writer, Hughes was a prominent figure in the Harlem Renaissance. Although his themes were often similar to McKay's, his style was very different. Rather than choosing traditional
poetic forms, it innovates its poetic form, inspired by free writers like Whitman, incorporating cadences with jazz rhythms. Many of the poems present all different types of characters as speakers, in Hughes fashion to represent different types of African-American people. Hughes'poetry, fascinating and powerful, is approachable, malignant and
meaningful, often proving to be preferred by my students. Wallace Stevens, Sunday Day (1915); "Emperor of Ice Cream" (1923); "Snowman" (1931); Disillusion of Ten Clocks (1931) Thirteen Ways to Watch a Blackbird (1931). Stevens was a rare type of person, a success in both business and literature. He was an insurance executive for a company
based in Hartford, Connecticut, eventually becoming a vice president, and a winning Pulitzer Prize poet. His poetry is reflective, intellectual, reserved, but with vivid images. His poem is not transparent at first reading; rather infuriates the mind and rewards more reflections. I like it, even though I don't understand everything. However, I am
enchanted by the way his poems expand my mind and increase my awareness of every moment of life. A good starting point for reading Stevens: getting closer to poetry to think of a couple of its main themes. He didn't believe An afterlife, and his poetry often considers how people can get the most of the life we have, increasing our awareness and
enjoyment of every moment. He celebrated both sensual and intellectual pleasures. It also has the ability of the mind to consider experience from myriad points of view, within many different contexts and purposes. 8" ”The ways of looking at a blackbird is a great example of this idea. How many ways can you look at a blackbird? Check out Stevens'

''''' A”blackbird “can play different roles in the way a mind thinks.Marianne Moore, Poetry (1921); &= “The mind is an enchanting thing of” 1944) Poet Marianne Moore. 1935 * Like Stevens, Moore was a very intellectual poet ... Some would say, a poet &""PoetA™ ", because of his interest
in unusual poetic techniques that the most unused readers will miss. (For example, 8~ & ApoetryA¢ 4™ is structured around how many syllables are in each line, rather than in traditional poetic meter. For explanations of the traditional counter, see this post.) However, you don’t have to take all the technical fireworks to enjoy what it has to say
about how the mind works, and what poetry the poetry must play even in life to an ordinary person. Edna St. Vincent Millay, & = A Remember 4" (1922); 4”1 should have loved it now ... (1922); [A¢ 4— “I was born a woman”] (1923); A¢ 4— “I too under your moon, the omnipotent sex, (1939). A multi-talented writer, Millay became known as the
symbol of the liberated modern independent woman of the 1920s and 1930s. He typically wrote using traditional forms of poetry, such as the sonnet, as shown in this sample of his work. In many of her poems she starts to claim her right as a woman to full sexual expression and to play the same roles as men in love relationships. e. Cummings is 4 = €

128;A book of poems Spoon River Antology, in which the story of an entire trailer AAA residents were revealed piece by piece in a series of poems from the point of view of many different people. Anderson applied the same idea to his groundbreaking series of short stories, each with a different resident in the small town of Winesburg, Ohio, based on
the real Ohio city of Clyde. Together these individual fragments form a complete picture of city life at the beginning of the 20th century. As Masters, Anderson focused on how the small town lives led to repressed desires and unfulfilled dreams for most of its inhabitants. As a result, people gradually focus on an unfulfilled desire that become
caricatures of their past, which Anderson describes as 128;A” caves. Anderson226; me and dark view of small American city inspired writers who have it like William Faulkner, who met Anderson when he was living in New Orleans. Ernest Hemingway. Big Two-Hearted River (1925), The Sunlt appears (1926), to goodbye to weapons (1919199), A ¢ 4 €
a € ceThe Snows of KilimanjaroA ¢ 4 € 4 € A; (1936); For those who bell tolls (1940). Hemingway with the people who have become his characters in the sun. The slender style, petty, flute, reporting invented by Hemingway has had a huge influence on 2262; 128; S writing, which largely avoids complex grammar and connects to short and punctual
sentences and daily vocabulary. This bald style can seem like an affection, or simply become boring, but when Hemingway does it226; 6 x ~ a4 € a € ™ s art. You just have to read it to see it. Among the works listed here, The Sun Yen Rises is my favorite. Somehow, in this first novel, he took a story in which he does not happen very much, with almost
slavisly characters copied by real people he knew, and turned it into a symbol of how many people226; 128; A A ™ The lives have been diverted by their experiences in ww i.read the Sun also resurgences slowly, because the minimum style asks readers to fill many spaces, and you won ¢ & € t want to lose how ordinary objects become Symbols and
emotional motifs. For example: how can a blank glass and a drunk woman enter a limousine tear your heart? DonA ¢ & € t Knave, but read the book and see Hemingway at work. If you also like the sun rises, try others. He may not agree with the point of view of him on some things.; AA ~ 4 A""zo & A A A But when I read Hemingway, I know 1226; A m
in the presence of one of the largest. Try us a little. F. Scott Fitzgerald. The great gatsby (1925), ~ 4 € Acebabilonia revisisedA ¢ & € A) and tender is the night (1934). Everyone knows about the great Gatsby. If you have A ¢ 4 € £ to read, you A ¢ & € 4 € 4 € probably seen one of the versions of the film. However, I suggest you read it again, this time
keeping in mind that Gatsby is a work modernist a of literature. What does it mean? First, expect the story to be presented in fragments, from multiple points of view, without any authority to assure readers that the person sees all the truth. While Nick Carraway is narratorA reliable observer, he too is circumscribed by his values and his
preconceptions, and hindered by the fact that we can never see more than a fragment of life or mind of anyone else. Night is more considered now that in Fitzgerald's Day. History is how fascinating people often have internal identities that are precarious. The rosemary, a young actress, is dazzled by the A ¢ & "Golden", full of people who meets at the
French Riviera. She falls in love with the beautiful life experienced by Dick Diver, her adorable wife, and the group of friends of her, not seeing that she is all a carefully built facade. The novel probe the tenuinity of love and the success of the career, and what factors can lead to everything falling apart .thomas Wolfe, look at home, Angel: a history of
buried life (1929). North Carolina Writer Thomas Wolfe The work is not widely read today, which is why I call him "the modernist forgotten." But my oh mio, true Very Aficionados passionate of the American written word remain not to know himself with the prolibe of Wolfe, idiosyncratic, dense, written-waste lyrical style. Wolfe generated the
modernist trend towards a minimalist narrow prose; Instead it pours the line after the heart protest line broken at the injustice of life crossed with the unauthorized dream that leads him forward from his childhood and his youth'.look Homeward Angel is an autobiographical novel, an imaginary description of (and a protest uluulta) his years of growth
in Asheville, North Carolina, a Wannabe writer trapped in a city and a family too small to keep his dreams and ambitions. He nor is the only person in town that is narrow and distorted by the narrow ways of him. Descriptions of Wolfes people and their characteristic way and conversation are particularly gifted. Individuals and their tragic cheer up on
the page.. For me, alone, it's worth reading through the flow of Wolfe's Lava language. This may not be to your liking, but try it. I know us William Faulkner. “Barn Burning” (1939); Light in August (1932); The Sound and the Fuury (1929); Absalom, Absalom (1936); As I Lay Moying (1930); “A rose for Emily” (1930).William Faulkner. By Carl Van
Vechten* Hemingway and Fitzgerald were two of the greatest novelists of the time (although Fitzgerald’s problems with alcohol and his wife’s mental illness prevented him from being as productive as he could have been). He’s one of my favorite writers of all time.Reading Faulkner is not easy, as many of his works are written as streams of
consciousness from different points of view of the characters. Readers enter the consciousness of dozens of different characters, most of them the inhabitants of his imaginary county of Yoknapatawpha, based in the country that now surrounds Oxford, Mississippi (his hometown).Faulkner’s narrators usually don’t report when it moves from one
person’s mind to another, so the readers They have to learn to be careful. The August Light is easier to read than the others listed here, so I suggest you start with a couple of his short stories, keeping in mind that he is fascinated by how people think differently, and how hard it is to understand the motivations of another human person. He is also
fascinated by documenting how people become connected and disabled growing up in dysfunctional families and unenlightened cultures. This last theme is still relevant to the problems we are struggling with today, the problems of racial and class prejudice, the fears of a collapse of cultural values.Faulkner’s characters come from all walks of life,
from the rich and happy to the rich and unhappy to the poorest of the poor. They go through all the rotten things that and do all the bad things that people can do to others. However, paradoxically, I always find his work encouraging in the end, because © somewhere you can always find something good, some human dignity, some hope for humanity
in the future. Besides Hemingway, I think Faulkner has had more influence than any other writer on today's best fiction. Dawn Neal Hurston. Eatonville Antology (1926), their eyes watched God (1937), ~Gilded Six-Bits, 128; 1933, and any other short story you've written. Zora Neale HurstonOnce a prominent member of the Harlem Renaissance
writers'group, Hurston Hurston was a trained folklorist and a writer. Eatonville Antology is a collection of cartoons on residents of the African city in Florida where Hurston lived until the 13th century; stories are a mixture of fiction and folklore, capture authentic dialect. I think all Hurston226; They work to read because of their rich humour, their
nuanced observations and their love for people; It is also very moving to read, because of its empathy for human problems and effort. John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (1939). This is Steinbecks famous, an in-depth novel on the condition of the Okies that have been exhausted by Oklahomaha 128; Dust Bowl during the drought in the 1930s. Escape
from their farms for inability to collect harvests and pay their mortgages, the Joad and their neighbors head to California looking for new land to grow, and instead find only huge labor fields of migrant workers competing for low-wage jobs. In this powerful history that exhorts and celebrates unity in the face of disaster, Steinbeck does not hide his
protest against the inhumanity generated by a capitalist system Back. The novel makes the case for a humane treatment of every American worker. Richard Wright, is the boy who was almost a Manal27127;, Native Son Son Wright's work explains through a vivid fiction such as the American culture of oppression and discrimination in the 1930s, he
has created sad and inevitable destinies for African Americans. In the story «The boy who was almost a man», the 18-year-old Dave is treated by the family and white employers as a boy. He was forced to work in the camps and deliver his poor pay to his mother, dreaming of owning a weapon so that people respect him. Native Son’s Bigger Thomas
lives a miserable life south of Chicago when he manages to find a chauffeur job with a rich white family. Richard Wright*DramaSusan Glaspell, «Trifles» (1916). As a co-founder of the experimental theatre The Provincetown Players, Glaspell had a great influence on the innovation of American theatre, contributing to a dramatic series of success. Like
those written by Eugene OajNeill. “Trifles”, a comedy in one act, is a mystery of murder as well as an act of accusation against patriarchal culture. The men of the comedy think that their methodical but stupid methods will reveal evidence that Minnie Wright killed her husband while the "signor" are watching. However, they are women, with their
most nurtured understanding of Minnie and the clues he leaves, who discover the true situation and make decisions in the name of true justice. Thornton Wilder, Our Town, 1938. Described by Wilder at the "Meta-theater", this experimental show tells the story of the small town of Grovera |s Corner New Hampshire in a series of spacious cartoons.
The comedy draws attention to the fact that it is a comedy, which uses few props or backgrounds, which makes the stage director a character who speaks directly to the public, and who sees a dead woman who appears from the grave to speak in the third act. Eugene O&ajNeill, The Iceman Cometh (1939); Long Day... Journey into NightThe Neill is
America's great drama cousin. His works highlight the guilt and pain that lurks behind the brave and innocent faces that many people try to hide behind. In performance, games are powerful and emotional. Cometh Iceman focuses on the longstanding patrons of Harry Hope226; It is a saloon, which talks endlessly about pipe dreams on which they will
never act, but which they use to mask past tricks. Long Day 128; Journey in Night presents an older actor, his wife, and two adult children. In a long day, every member of the family probes their own pain and guilt for the loss of each individual's dream for their life. They spend most of the game blaming each other, but eventually they confront the
addictions and psychological problems that took their lives. Tennessee Williams, The Glass Menagerie (1944). Another America226; Williams has become famous for this game based on autobiographical memories. The game features Tom Wingfield, an aspiring poet to, and his memory of one night with his mother, former southern beauty Amanda, and
his pathologically shy sister Laura, who wears a tutor on her leg. Mother Amanda tries to push both her children to improve their circumstances, but children can be 128; You won't answer as you hope. At the time of the incident shown in the game, Wingfield is working in a warehouse to help his mother and sister, who his father had left his family
years earlier. His mother is 128; 'Perseverance, brings home a potential suitor for Laura; Of course, things are bad. Modernists were not ashamed to represent anguish and alienation. You're the scream of Edvard Munch. What? Screenshot by Trailer for the 1962 movie "Travel in the Night". Katherine Hepburn and Ralph Richardson. Suggestions for
the Reading List? You find yourself shouting because © the favorite 194; 160? Is American modernist work missing from this list? Leave a comment on our post on American modernism Osservazioni per la moderazione.) Link a Index of Literary Classics Timelines*Photo Credits:Garden of Love by Wassily Kandinski [Public domain], via Wikimedia
CommonsMonongahela River Valley, Pittsburgh by John Kane, 1917. PA Metropolitan Museum of Art [CCO], via Wikimedia Commons. T. S. Eliot. ByPA Lady Ottoline Morrell [dominio pubblico o dominio pubblico], via Wikimedia Commons. William Carlos Williams. PA Da sconosciuto (ritenuto essere fotografia di passaporto) [dominio pubblico], via
Wikimedia Commons. Marianne Moore. PA by George Platt Lynes [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons. La libido della foresta di Paul Klee, 1917. PA Paul Klee [CCO0], via Wikimedia Commons. Hemingway e amici. Foto di questo post. William Faulkner. Foto di questo post. Zora Neale Hurston. P 160; By Florida Memory A¢AA Portrait of Zora
Neale Hurston: Eatonville, Florida, Public Domain, via Wikimedia Commons. Richard Wright. ByPA Carl Van Vechten [dominio pubblico], via Wikimedia Commons. Il Grido. ByPA Edvard Munch [dominio pubblico], via Wikimedia Commons. Long DayA¢ 128;s Viaggio in trailer di film notturni. AA Trailer distribuito da Ambasciata Pictures [dominio
pubblico], tramite Wikimedia Commons. Comuni.
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