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Did	will	die	in	five	feet	apart
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Watchlist	for	personalized	recommendationsSign	inSuggest	an	edit	or	add	missing	contentWhat	was	the	official	certification	given	to	Five	Feet	Apart	(2019)	in	Japan?AnswerYou	have	no	recently	viewed	pages	Stella	and	Will	do	the	dance	of	interest/no	interest/maybe	interest/romantic	roadblock/screw	you/ok	maybe/oh	fuck/what	were	those	rules
again?/OMG	you’re	hot!/spoiler/the	end.	Yet	amid	those	familiar	stops,	moments	of	genuine	pathos	emerge.	It’s	hard	not	to	sympathize	with	the	notion	of	young	people	suffering	such	an	insidious	disease,	and	while	hospital	life	as	it’s	portrayed	here	is	implausibly	comfortable,	no	one	is	mistaking	it	for	fun	in	the	sun.As	well,	the	primary	issue	of
mortality	—	and	it’s	played	on	multiple	levels	in	Five	Feet	Apart,	the	title	referring	to	the	distance	CF	patients	must	keep	from	each	other	to	avoid	potentially	lethal	cross-infection	—	is	a	compelling	one	that	resonates	not	just	among	the	characters	on	screen	but	inevitably	with	audiences	as	well.	The	film’s	final	act	stretches	credulity	and	hangs	its	hat
on	an	impossibly	(albeit	suitably	Harlequin-esque	and	dreamy)	farewell	sequence.	Still,	it’s	all	but	certain	the	intended	audience	will	find	in	Five	Feet	Apart	a	cogent	and	watchable	weepie	worthy	of	marquee	status	at	sleepovers.	Now	back	to	Poe.	Dear	filmmakers:	can	we	please,	please	dispense	with	the	ubiquitous	and	absurdly	overused	gay	best
friend?	It’s	lazy,	predictable,	and	as	tiresome	clichés	go,	it’s	the	tiredest.	Stop	please,	and	thanks.	Five	Feet	Apart.	Directed	by	Justin	Baldoni.	Starring	Haley	Lu	Richardson,	Cole	Sprouse,	Moises	Arias,	Kimberly	Hébert	Gregory,	Parminder	Nagra,	and	Claire	Forlani.	Opens	wide	March	15.	In	the	film,	Stella	(Haley	Lu	Richardson),	a	teen	meticulously
managing	her	cystic	fibrosis,	meets	Will	(Cole	Sprouse),	a	boy	with	the	same	genetic	disorder	who	takes	a	more	relaxed	approach	to	his	medical	regimen.	Stella	—	who	admits	she	has	control	issues	—	attempts	to	make	over	Will’s	medical	plan,	and,	along	the	way,	the	two	teens	fall	head	over	heels	for	one	another.AdvertisementADVERTISEMENTThe
only	issue	is	that	Stella	and	Will	can	never	actually	touch	—	or	even	be	within	six	feet	of	one	another,	due	to	the	fear	of	cross-infection.	A	big,	epic	kiss	(the	climax	of	many	a	romantic	drama)	is	firmly	off	the	table.	If	Stella	catches	Will’s	bacteria,	or	Will	catches	hers,	either	could	die,	which	is	assured	to	them	by	Nurse	Barb	(Kimberly	Hebert	Gregory)
who	has	seen	this	very	thing	happen	between	two	teen	lovers	in	her	care.Stella	and	Will	are	pretty	good	about	this	rule	(though	they	do	steal	one	foot	back,	hence	the	title	of	the	film)	until	Stella’s	best	friend	and	fellow	cystic	fibrosis	patient	Poe	(Moises	Arias)	dies.	Overwhelmed	with	grief,	Stella	demands	Will	go	with	her	on	a	snowy	stroll	through	the
park	to	see	the	lights	of	the	city	that	she	has	been	limited	to	gazing	at	from	the	hospital	roof.While	hanging	out	on	a	frozen	lake,	Stella	and	Will	almost	kiss	—	but	Will	pushes	her	away,	reminding	Stella	that	they	can’t	do	this	for	their	own	health.	It’s	moments	later	Stella	gets	the	call	that	there	is	a	brand-new	pair	of	lungs	waiting	for	her	at	the
hospital...should	she	show	up	to	claim	them.	Heartbroken	over	Poe	and	frustrated	with	all	she	can’t	do,	Stella	ignores	the	call,	which	frustrates	Will.Then,	while	on	the	bridge	above	the	lake,	Stella	falls,	sending	her	body	plummeting	through	the	ice	and	into	the	water.Will	pulls	Stella	out,	but	she’s	not	breathing.	The	only	choice?	Perform	mouth-to-
mouth...aka,	the	very	thing	that	could	put	Will	and	Stella	in	grave	danger.AdvertisementADVERTISEMENTStella	and	Will	are	rushed	to	the	hospital,	where	she	receives	her	new	lungs.	Will	learns	from	Barb	that,	by	some	miracle,	Stella	did	not	catch	Will’s	bacteria	—	though	it	doesn’t	mean	she	won’t	suffer	consequences	from	their	“forbidden	kiss”
down	the	line.	As	for	Will,	the	experimental	drug	he’s	hoped	would	save	his	life	isn’t	working...which	means	that	Will’s	time	is	running	out.Will	realizes	that	he	has	to	say	goodbye	to	Stella.	So,	he	gives	her	one	final	parting	gift:	the	“lights”	of	the	city	that	she	wanted	to	see	on	their	snowy	walk.	He	creates	a	beautiful	art	installation,	then	tearfully	tells
Stella	(through	the	glass	of	the	recovery	room	where	she	lies	following	her	lung	transplant)	that	she	has	to	continue	to	live,	even	if	he	won’t	be	around.	And,	of	course,	the	two	share	“I	love	yous.”	(Though,	by	this	point,	you	may	be	a	blubbering	mess	and	miss	them	over	the	sound	of	your	own	sobs.)We	don’t	see	Will’s	death,	but	it’s	heavily	implied
that	he	will	not	survive	for	much	longer,	and	that	Stella	is	reflecting	back	on	her	time	with	him.	However,	in	Cole	Sprouse's	interview	with	Refinery29,	he	insists	that,	""We	wanted	to	keep	the	ending	open	for	interpretation,"	which	means	that,	technically,	Will	could	survive	his	illness...even	if	it's	not	with	Stella.	In	fact,	a	happier	ending	may	even
exist."We	actually	filmed	a	lot	of	different	endings,"	Sprouse	tells	Refinery29.	"A	lot	of	people	who	saw	the	movie	assume	that	he	lived.	It’s	intentionally	open.	I	won’t	speak	too	much	about	it	because	I	want	people	to	have	their	own	feelings	about	it,	but	yes,	we	filmed	a	handful	of	different	endings,	and	some	endings	were	more	concrete."Whether	Will
does	survive	CF,	the	tragedy,	of	course,	remains:	Will	and	Stella	cannot	be	together	without	putting	the	other	in	danger.	However,	the	movie	makes	clear	that	the	love	they	share	can	never	truly	die.AdvertisementADVERTISEMENT	Teenage	romance	is	already	a	popular	genre,	and	adding	a	layer	of	tragedy	makes	it	even	more	appealing	to	the
audience.	Watching	two	star-crossed	lovers	find	each	other	despite	all	the	hurdles	in	their	path	gives	hope	to	the	viewers.	The	death	of	one	of	the	characters	is	often	used	as	a	trope	to	add	an	emotional	angle	to	the	story,	but	a	couple	of	years	back,	Hollywood	found	a	greater	scope	in	the	stories	where	death	was	more	than	just	a	twist.	People	suffering
from	terminal	diseases	were	the	protagonists	of	these	stories.	Their	predestined	tragedy	added	more	emotional	punch	and	left	the	audience	in	shambles,	even	when	they	knew	how	the	film	would	end.	The	predictability	made	it	all	the	worse.	The	success	of	movies	like	‘The	Fault	in	Our	Stars’	and	‘Me	Before	You’	convinced	the	filmmakers	that	the
audience	connects	to	these	stories	on	a	deeper	level.	It	could	be	because	they	have	been	through	something	similar,	or	just	that	they	begin	to	appreciate	their	normal	lives	even	more.	These	films	motivate	them	like	none	other.	‘Five	Feet	Apart’	is	another	entry	in	this	list.	It	met	with	as	much	success	on	the	box	office	as	it	left	the	viewers	drowning	in
their	own	tears.	If	you	haven’t	yet	seen	it,	you	should	bookmark	this	page	for	later.	Get	some	tissues	and	cry	your	heart	out	at	its	ending	before	coming	back.	Watch	it	here.	SPOILERS	AHEAD	Summary	of	the	Plot	Cystic	Fibrosis	is	a	rare	disease	that	primarily	affects	one’s	lungs.	Apart	from	its	own	complications,	the	disease	also	places	a	severe
restriction	on	the	patients.	They	become	so	prone	to	contracting	each	other’s	bacteria,	which	differ	from	person	to	person,	that	they	have	to	maintain	a	six	feet	distance	between	themselves.	Stella	meets	Will	under	such	circumstances.	Both	of	them	are	going	through	a	treatment,	which	determines	if	and	when	they	should	receive	a	lung	transplant.
While	Stella	is	stoic	about	her	regime,	she	is	a	free-spirited	girl	who	documents	her	experience	in	a	video	and	shares	it	on	her	YouTube	channel.	Will,	on	the	other	hand,	has	accepted	the	moroseness	of	his	mortality	and	doesn’t	seem	so	keen	about	the	treatment.	When	Stella	comes	to	know	about	it,	she	forces	him	to	get	into	discipline	because	she
literally	can’t	stand	it.	She	suffers	from	clinical	OCD	and	needs	to	be	in	control	of	the	situations	around	her.	Amused	by	her,	Will	strikes	a	deal	in	which	she	gets	to	arrange	her	meds	in	order	while	he	gets	to	sketch	her	portrait.	The	staff	warns	them	to	maintain	a	distance	from	each	other,	especially	Stella,	who	is	in	line	to	receive	a	transplant.	But
their	romance	blooms	and	they	fall	in	love.	Five	Feet	Apart	Ending:	Do	Will	and	Stella	End	up	Together?	Despite	the	strong	disapproval	from	Nurse	Barbara,	Will	and	Stella	enjoy	their	secret	dates	and	forbidden	romance.	On	his	birthday,	Stella	surprises	him	by	inviting	their	friends	and	arranging	a	party	with	Poe’s	help.	Everything	seems	perfect,	but
then,	tragedy	strikes.	Poe’s	condition	suddenly	deteriorates	and	he	passes	away.	Stella	is	grief-stricken	and	finally	accepts	the	fact	that	she	has	let	her	treatment	become	the	only	thing	she	has	in	her	life.	She	leaves	the	hospital	at	night	and	is	joined	by	a	reluctant	Will.	While	having	fun	outside,	Stella	receives	a	message	from	the	hospital	informing	her
that	her	surgery	is	scheduled	in	a	few	hours	and	she	needs	to	return.	But	she	chooses	to	spend	time	with	Will	and	doesn’t	respond.	When	he	comes	to	know	about	it,	he	makes	her	go	back,	but	she	falls	off	the	bridge	and	into	the	lake.	In	an	attempt	to	save	her,	he	administers	CPR.	They	are	brought	back	to	the	hospital,	where	she	is	given	a	lung
transplant.	Nurse	Barbara	tells	Will	that	somehow	Stella	did	not	contract	his	bacteria	and	will	be	fine.	However,	the	treatment	doesn’t	seem	to	be	working	on	him.	Aware	that	his	presence	will	not	allow	Stella	to	move	on,	he	gives	her	one	last	surprise	and	breaks	off	their	relationship.	The	film	ends	with	Stella	creating	another	video,	talking	about	the
importance	of	human	touch.	Walking	into	a	story	like	‘Five	Feet	Apart’,	the	viewer	knows	that	a	heart-breaking	ending	is	in	store.	The	one	ray	of	hope	that	we	have	is	that	there	is	no	fixed	end	to	the	story.	Unlike	Augustus,	who	got	a	proper	eulogy	and	whom	we	saw	die	on-screen	(and	now	we’ll	spend	another	hour	crying	about	it),	no	such	thing
happens	with	Will.	He	might	not	be	responding	to	the	treatment,	but	it	is	just	this	treatment.	Who	knows	what	the	future	has	in	store	for	him,	where	he’ll	go	from	here!	Perhaps,	he	switches	to	another	treatment	and	gets	better	from	it.	While	Stella	let	him	go	this	time,	we	should	also	consider	that	she	had	just	been	out	of	surgery.	At	that	time,	she
couldn’t	do	anything	about	it,	she	could	barely	speak	anything.	But	now	that	she	is	better,	and	because	she	likes	to	be	in	control	of	her	situation,	we	can’t	entirely	condemn	the	idea	that	she	will	try	to	get	back	to	Will.	In	fact,	her	last	message	only	reinforces	this	possibility.	She	wants	her	listeners	to	seize	the	opportunity	of	spending	time	with	their
loved	ones,	to	touch	each	other	while	they	can.	Her	message	is	full	of	encouragement,	and	if	she	can	give	others	hope,	who’s	to	say	that	she	won’t	be	inspired	by	her	own	words.	The	whole	idea	of	the	film	is	to	find	love	in	the	most	despairing	of	situations.	And	after	giving	us	a	dreamy	romance	to	root	for,	the	film	doesn’t	mercilessly	cut	the	cord	with
the	stab	of	reality.	Stella	is	better	now,	and	if	you	want	it,	so	will	be	Will.	Read	More	in	Explainer:	The	Shape	of	Water	|	Love	Alarm	Get	1	free	answer	with	LitCharts	AI	New	In	2019,	Justin	Baldoni,	who	many	will	recognize	as	Rafael	from	"Jane	the	Virgin,"	came	out	with	his	first	feature	film	as	director	called	"Five	Feet	Apart."	The	romantic	drama
stars	Haley	Lu	Richardson	as	Stella	Grant	and	Cole	Sprouse	as	William	"Will"	Newman,	two	young	adults	living	with	cystic	fibrosis	who	develop	a	close	relationship	as	they	receive	treatment	at	the	same	hospital.	"Five	Feet	Apart"	follows	the	pair	as	Stella	pushes	Will	to	follow	the	rules	and	stick	to	his	treatment,	while	he	teaches	her	how	to	enjoy	life
outside	of	being	a	patient.		The	title	references	the	rule	that	Stella	and	Will	need	to	always	stay	six	feet	apart	in	order	to	ensure	that	they	don't	get	each	other's	infections	or	sicknesses,	as	it	could	greatly	affect	their	vulnerable	immune	systems.	Except	the	couple	tends	to	rebel	against	the	rules,	gaining	a	foot	and	making	it	five	feet	apart
instead.	Unable	to	touch	each	other	for	fear	of	endangering	them,	Stella	and	Will	continue	on	with	constant	physical	space	between	them,	as	Stella	begins	to	question	whether	she	is	really	living	a	life	or	just	going	through	the	motions	for	treatment.		Everything	the	two	have	ever	talked	about,	like	whether	they	can	truly	have	a	life	with	cystic	fibrosis,
is	put	to	the	test	when	Stella	is	given	the	opportunity	to	get	the	lung	transplant	that	she	has	been	waiting	for.	But	at	that	moment,	she	hesitates,	wondering	if	it's	even	worth	it	to	only	extend	her	life	for	a	few	years.	So	what	does	she	decide?		At	the	end	of	the	film,	Stella	and	Will	are	out	on	an	adventure	when	a	woman	comes	into	the	hospital	with	a
fatal	injury.	Her	lungs	happen	to	be	a	perfect	match	for	Stella,	but	when	they	go	to	tell	her,	she	isn't	there.	Stella	receives	the	call	delivering	the	news,	but	while	she	should	be	ecstatic,	she	feels	defeated	instead,	not	sure	if	it's	even	worth	doing	the	transplant.	Thankfully,	Will	is	there,	and	he	pushes	Stella	to	do	the	lung	transplant,	insisting	that	she
should	use	whatever	years	the	surgery	gives	her	to	live	a	real	life	doing	whatever	she	likes	with	whomever	she	likes.		The	surgery	goes	well,	but	then	Will	has	bad	news.	Through	a	glass	separating	them,	Will	tells	Stella	that	his	drug	trial	isn't	working,	confessing	his	love	for	her	and	saying	goodbye.	With	her	new	lungs,	Will	can't	risk	infecting	Stella
so	he	leaves,	not	wanting	her	to	go	through	losing	someone	else	she	cares	for.	"Five	Feet	Apart"	then	jumps	forward	in	time,	when	Claire	appears	in	a	YouTube	video	in	which	she	tells	everyone	watching	to	cherish	those	they	love	and	their	ability	to	"touch"	them,	as	clips	show	past	experiences	with	Will	and	everyone	important	to	her.		The	movie
implies	that	Will	dies,	but	Sprouse	stated	in	an	interview	with	Refinery29	that	"We	wanted	to	keep	the	ending	open	for	interpretation.	A	lot	of	people	who	saw	the	movie	assume	that	he	lived."	So	ultimately,	it's	up	to	the	audience	to	decide	what	they	think	really	happens	with	Sprouse's	character,	even	if	he	doesn't	end	up	with	Stella.		While	the	official
cut	of	"Five	Feet	Apart"	ends	with	Stella's	video	message,	Baldoni	actually	filmed	quite	a	few	endings,	trying	them	out	with	test	audiences	to	see	what	worked	best.	In	fact,	one	of	the	more	positive	alternative	endings	was	released	on	the	official	social	media	of	"Five	Feet	Apart."	The	different	ending	shows	Stella	with	her	family	and	friends	a	while
after	her	lung	transplant.	Sitting	outside,	she	looks	to	the	side	and	sees	Will,	walking	up	to	him	as	her	voiceover	shares	the	same	message	she	does	in	the	original	ending	video.	The	two	simply	stare	at	each	other	and	smile,	leaving	audiences	to	wonder	if	they	then	continue	their	romance	or	go	their	separate	ways.		In	an	interview	with	Bustle,	Sprouse
revealed	that	they	actually	filmed	three	or	four	endings	to	choose	from,	and	it	was	probably	the	part	of	the	film	that	the	creators	spent	the	most	time	on,	really	considering	what	they	wanted	the	ending	to	say.	The	director	explained	to	the	publication	why	he	ended	up	choosing	the	ending	with	Stella's	video	message,	saying	that	"it's	very	rare	that	your
lead	character	can	look	at	you	and	kind	of	deliver	the	ending,"	telling	"us	how	she	felt,	and	[giving]	us	a	personal	lesson	based	on	her	journey."	With	how	the	social	media	and	YouTube	play	into	the	story,	it	gave	Baldoni	the	perfect	opportunity	to	deliver	a	final	message	in	a	direct	yet	fitting	way.	With	"Five	Feet	Apart,"	the	movie	does	have	a	book
version	of	the	story,	but	it	is	unique	in	that	the	movie	and	book	were	made	simultaneously	by	the	same	people.	Despite	that,	there	are	a	few	key	differences	in	the	two	versions	of	Stella	and	Will's	story,	the	biggest	of	which	is	the	ending.	In	the	movie,	audiences	can	decide	for	themselves	whether	or	not	Will	dies	or	the	two	see	each	other	again,	but	in
the	book,	there's	a	much	more	hopeful	ending	to	the	main	characters'	story.		The	book	still	ends	with	Stella's	YouTube	video,	but	instead	of	seeing	it	as	part	of	the	audience,	the	book	has	Will	watching	it	himself.	He	is	sitting	at	the	airport	eight	months	after	his	break	up	with	Stella,	watching	the	video	as	he	waits	for	his	friend	Jason.	The	two	men	are
going	on	a	trip	to	Rio,	with	Will	traveling	and	seeing	the	world	as	he	always	dreamed	of	doing.	Coincidentally,	Stella	happens	to	be	there	as	well,	taking	a	trip	to	Rome	with	her	friends	Mya	and	Camila.		Stella	and	Will	see	each	other	and	stand	six	feet	apart,	then	five,	leaving	it	open	to	interpretation	as	to	whether	or	not	this	means	they	rekindle	their
romance.		Five	Feet	Apart	is	a	heartwarming	and	emotional	film	that	centers	arund	two	teenagers,	Stella	and	Will,	who	have	cystic	fibrosis	(CF),	a	genetic	condition	that	affects	the	lungs	and	digestive	system.	The	film	explores	their	journey	as	they	navigate	the	challenges	of	living	with	CF,	falling	in	love,	and	the	importance	of	human	connection.	One
of	the	most	significant	questions	that	viewers	had	after	watching	the	film	was	whether	Will	dies	in	the	end.	It’s	a	valid	question,	considering	the	high	stakes	and	emotional	intensity	of	the	storyline.	However,	the	good	news	is	that	Will	doesn’t	die	in	the	end.	He	does	get	very	sick	towards	the	end	of	the	film	after	he	brings	Stella	the	lights	she’s	always
wanted	to	see,	but	he	manages	to	recover.	The	film	ends	with	Stella	being	alive	and	healthy	after	receiving	a	lung	transplant,	eight	months	after	Will	leaves	the	hospital.	Will	realizes	that	he	needs	to	leave	Stella	to	give	her	a	chance	at	a	healthy	life,	and	he	does	so	in	a	grand	romantic	gesture	while	she’s	on	a	ventilator	and	unable	to	speak.	Although
Will	and	Stella’s	relationship	doesn’t	end	up	the	way	they	wanted,	their	love	for	each	other	helps	them	to	grow	and	learn	important	lessons	about	life	and	the	importance	of	human	connection.	Five	Feet	Apart	is	an	important	film	that	sheds	light	on	the	realities	of	living	with	cystic	fibrosis	and	the	importance	of	finding	hope	and	joy	in	the	midst	of
adversity.	It’s	a	powerful	reminder	that	even	in	the	face	of	life’s	toughest	challenges,	love	and	human	connection	can	help	us	to	persevere	and	find	meaning	in	our	lives.	In	the	original	film,	Will’s	fate	is	left	ambiguous	as	the	movie	ends	with	Stella	alive,	and	Will	presumably	dying	soon	after	bringing	the	lights	to	her	since	she	didn’t	get	to	see	them.
It’s	worth	noting	that	the	movie’s	ending	is	open	to	interpretation,	and	the	sequel	might	have	a	different	storyline	or	outcome	for	the	characters.	As	of	now,	there	is	no	official	announcement	regarding	the	release	of	Five	Feet	Apart	2.	Source:	tvguide.com	In	the	movie	5	Feet	Apart,	two	characters	pass	away	while	the	protagonists	survive.	Stella’s
sister,	Abby,	is	one	of	the	characters	who	dies.	Poe,	the	best	friend	of	the	character	with	cystic	fibrosis,	also	passes	away.	Both	deaths	are	significant	to	the	story’s	plot	and	have	an	emotional	impact	on	the	characters	and	the	audience.	It	is	worth	noting	that	while	the	movie	deals	with	a	serious	illness	and	the	possibility	of	death,	it	ultimately	promotes
hope	and	the	importance	of	human	connection.	Stella	and	Will	survive.	Stella’s	lung	surgery	is	successful,	and	she	is	able	to	enjoy	good	health	eight	months	later.	Will	realizes	that	he	needs	to	get	away	from	Stella	to	give	her	a	chance	to	live	a	healthy	life,	and	he	leaves	the	hospital.	Although	it	is	not	mentioned	what	happens	to	Will	after	he	leaves,	it
can	be	assumed	that	he	is	still	alive	as	there	is	no	indication	of	his	death.	Therefore,	both	Stella	and	Will	survive,	but	they	go	their	separate	ways.	READ	More:		Delving	into	Syrena's	Story	in	'Pirates	of	the	Caribbean'	Will	and	Stella	did	not	end	up	together.	Will	breaks	up	with	Stella	in	a	dramatic	way,	just	as	she	wakes	up	from	a	lung	transplant,	while
she	is	still	on	a	ventilator	and	unable	to	speak	or	move.	He	does	this	in	the	presence	of	her	family	and	doctors,	making	it	a	grand	gesture.	Therefore,	the	two	characters	do	not	have	a	happy	ending	together	in	the	story.	In	the	nvel	“Five	Feet	Apart”	by	Rachael	Lippincott,	it	is	heavily	implied	that	Will	and	Stella	both	suffer	from	Cystic	Fibrosis,	a
genetic	disorder	that	affects	the	respiratory	and	digestive	systems.	While	the	novel	does	not	explicitly	state	that	either	character	dies,	it	is	strongly	suggested	that	Will’s	condition	is	deteriorating	rapidly	and	that	his	prognosis	is	not	good.	Stella,	the	narrator	of	the	story,	reflects	on	her	time	with	Will	and	how	important	their	brief	but	intense
relationship	was	to	her	as	she	copes	with	the	possibility	of	losing	him.	Thus,	the	novel	leaves	the	ultimate	fate	of	the	characters	to	the	reader’s	interpretation,	but	it	is	clear	that	their	lives	are	heavily	impacted	by	their	illness.	Source:	refinery29.com	Will	left	Stella	because	his	drug	trial	was	not	working	and	there	was	a	risk	of	infecting	her	with	his
illness.	With	Stella	having	just	received	a	lung	transplant,	her	immune	system	was	compromised,	and	any	infection	could	be	life-threatening.	Will	also	confessed	his	love	for	her	and	did	not	want	to	put	her	through	the	pain	of	losing	someone	else	she	cares	for.	Therefore,	he	felt	it	was	best	to	say	goodbye	and	leave,	even	though	it	was	a	difficult
decision	for	him	to	make.	“Five	Feet	Apart”	is	a	movie	that	tells	the	story	of	two	teenagers	with	cystic	fibrosis	who	fall	in	love	while	being	treated	at	a	hospital.	While	the	movie	has	been	praised	for	its	portrayal	of	the	disease	and	the	challenges	that	people	with	cystic	fibrosis	face,	it	is	important	to	note	that	the	story	is	a	work	of	fiction.	The	movie	is
not	a	true	story,	nor	is	it	based	on	the	real-life	experiences	of	any	specific	individuals.	The	filmmakers	did	not	meet	or	engage	with	anyone	with	cystic	fibrosis	or	their	families	while	creating	the	story	or	the	script	for	the	movie.	Therefore,	it	should	be	understood	that	“Five	Feet	Apart”	is	a	fictional	story	that	aims	to	raise	awareness	about	cystic
fibrosis	and	its	impact	on	tose	who	live	with	the	disease.	Stella	and	Will,	the	two	main	characters	in	the	movie	Five	Feet	Apart,	are	both	17	years	old.	They	are	hospitalized	due	to	their	cystic	fibrosis	condition	and	meet	each	other	while	receiving	treatment	in	the	same	hospital.	Will	and	Stella’s	story	is	a	heartwarming	and	poignant	tale	of	two
teenagers	who	are	both	living	with	cystic	fibrosis	(CF).	Despite	their	shared	health	condition,	their	personalities	could	not	be	more	different.	Stella	is	a	control	freak	who	meticulously	adheres	to	her	treatment	regimen	and	is	determined	to	live	a	long	and	healthy	life.	Will,	on	the	other	hand,	is	a	rebellious	and	adventurous	soul	who	has	a	more	carefree
attitude	towards	his	illness.	READ	More:		Lucy	Gray	Emerges	as	the	First	Hunger	Games	VictorDespite	their	initial	differences,	Will	and	Stella	become	drawn	to	each	other	and	form	a	deep	connection.	However,	due	to	their	compromised	immune	systems,	they	must	maintain	a	distance	of	at	last	six	feet	from	each	other	at	all	times.	This	presents	a
significant	challenge	for	the	two	teens,	who	long	to	be	closer	to	each	other.	As	they	navigate	their	complicated	relationship,	Will	and	Stella	also	face	other	challenges	related	to	their	condition.	They	both	require	frequent	hospitalizations	and	medical	interventions,	which	can	be	emotionally	and	physically	exhausting.	Additionally,	they	must	deal	with
the	constant	fear	of	infection	and	the	possibility	that	their	time	together	may	be	limited.	Despite	these	obstacles,	Will	and	Stella	refuse	to	let	their	illness	define	them	or	limit	their	experiences.	They	embark	on	a	series	of	adventures	and	make	the	most	of	their	time	together,	cherishing	every	moment.	Their	story	is	a	powerful	reminder	of	the	resilience
and	strength	of	the	human	spirit	in	the	face	of	adversity.	Source:	thecrimson.com	Will	and	Stella	both	have	cystic	fibrosis,	which	is	a	genetic	disorder	that	affects	the	lungs,	pancreas,	and	other	organs.	This	disease	causes	a	thick,	sticky	mucus	to	build	up	in	the	lungs,	leading	to	frequent	lung	infections	and	difficulty	breathing.	In	addition,	cystic
fibrosis	can	also	affect	the	digestive	system,	making	it	difficult	for	the	body	to	absorb	nutrients	from	food.	Unfortunately,	there	is	no	cure	for	cystic	fibrosis,	but	treatments	such	as	antibiotics,	airway	clearance	techniques,	and	lung	transplant	can	help	manage	the	symptoms	and	improve	quality	of	life	for	those	affected	by	the	disease.	After	the	events
of	Five	Feet	Apart,	Will	leaves	the	hospital	and	eventually	gets	the	opportunity	to	travel.	However,	he	remains	committed	to	following	his	medical	regimen	and	seeing	doctors	while	traveling.	This	shows	that	Stella’s	influence	has	changed	him	and	encouraged	him	to	value	his	own	life.	Additionally,	it	implies	that	Will	has	learned	the	importance	of
taking	care	of	his	health	and	that	he	is	determined	to	stay	healthy	and	alive.	it	seems	that	Will’s	experiences	with	Stella	have	had	a	profound	impact	on	him	and	have	influenced	the	way	he	approaches	his	life	and	health.	In	the	movie	Five	Feet	Apart,	Will,	one	of	the	main	characters,	also	has	cystic	fibrosis,	just	like	Stella.	Cystic	fibrosis	is	a	genetic
disease	that	affects	the	lungs	and	other	organs,	causing	the	production	of	thick	mucus	that	obstructs	airways	and	makes	breathing	difficult.	It	is	a	chronic	and	progressive	illness	that	requires	daily	treatment	and	management,	such	as	medications,	chest	physical	therapy,	and	a	specialized	diet.	In	the	movie,	Will	is	portrayed	as	a	rebellious	and
noncompliant	patient	who	is	frustrated	with	his	illness	and	treatment	regimen.	READ	More:		Lord	of	the	Flies:	A	Tale	of	Humanity's	Dark	Side	In	the	film	“How	It	Ends,”	Will	and	Sam	escape	the	chaos	of	an	earthquake	and	volcanic	eruption	by	driving	away	in	a	car.	They	manage	to	avoid	the	hot	volcanic	fumes	and	make	it	out	of	immediate	danger.
However,	the	film	ends	without	providing	a	definitive	conclusion	to	their	fate.	It	is	unclear	if	they	were	able	to	outrun	the	volcanic	fumes,	survive	any	potential	landslides,	find	food	and	water	to	sustain	themselves,	or	perish	in	the	aftermath	of	the	disaster.	Therefore,	the	ultimate	outcome	of	Will	and	Sam’s	survival	remains	unknown.	At	the	end	of
“Five	Feet	Apart”,	Stella	says,	“This	whole	time	I’ve	been	living	for	my	treatments,	instead	of	doing	my	treatments	so	that	I	can	live.	And	I	wanna	live.”	This	statement	reflects	a	shift	in	Stella’s	perspective	on	her	illness.	Throughout	the	film,	Stella	has	been	strictly	adhering	to	her	treatment	plan	in	hopes	of	extending	her	life,	but	she	realizes	that	she
has	been	missing	out	on	actually	living.	This	realization	prompts	her	to	prioritize	living	in	the	moment,	rther	than	simply	surviving.	Stella’s	statement	at	the	end	of	the	film	highlights	the	importance	of	finding	a	balance	between	managing	illness	and	living	a	fulfilling	life.	There	is	no	Five	Feet	Apart	2	book.	Five	Feet	Apart	is	a	standalone	novel	written
by	Rachael	Lippincott	and	has	not	been	followed	up	by	a	sequel.	However,	the	author	did	co-write	a	screenplay	for	a	film	adaptation	of	the	book	which	was	released	in	2019.	The	movie	starred	Cole	Sprouse	and	Haley	Lu	Richardson	and	followed	the	same	basic	plot	as	the	book.	While	there	is	no	sequel	to	Five	Feet	Apart,	the	author	has	written
another	novel	titled	All	This	Time,	which	was	released	in	2020	and	follows	a	similar	theme	of	young	love	facing	difficult	obstacles.	In	the	film	“Five	Feet	Apart,”	Will	is	portrayed	as	a	complex	character	who	is	struggling	to	come	to	terms	with	his	illness	and	his	place	in	the	world.	Despite	his	rebellious	and	often	selfish	behavior,	Will	ultimately	proves
to	be	a	selfless	and	caring	individual	who	is	willing	to	do	whatever	it	takes	to	help	Stella	and	other	CF	patients.	Throughout	the	film,	Will’s	relationship	with	Stella	is	a	central	theme,	and	his	decision	to	leave	her	in	order	to	protect	her	health	is	a	testament	to	his	love	and	dedication	to	her.	While	some	viewers	may	find	Will’s	actions	frustrating	or	even
cruel,	it	is	clear	that	his	motivations	are	rooted	in	a	deep	sense	of	responsibility	and	concern	for	those	around	him.	Ultimately,	Will’s	character	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	strength	and	resilience	of	those	living	with	chronic	illness	and	the	importance	of	empathy	and	understanding	in	supporting	them.	Will,	the	secondary	protagonist	of	Five	Feet	Apart,
is	a	high	school	senior	with	a	terminal	diagnosis	of	cystic	fibrosis	complicated	by	B.	cepacia.	The	bacterial	infection	means	that	Will	is	ineligible	for	a	lung	transplant,	and	he	likely	has	only	a	few	years	to	live.	However,	Will’s	wealthy	motheris	determined	to	keep	Will	alive	as	long	as	possible,	so	she	sends	him	to	various	experimental	drug	trials	all	over
the	world.	Will	is	at	Saint	Grace’s	for	a	drug	trial,	but	it	will	be	his	last	one—he	turns	18	during	the	novel,	at	which	point	he	can	legally	make	his	own	medical	decisions.	Will’s	personal	motto	is	akin	to	“Live	fast,	die	young,”	as	he	knows	that	he	will	soon	die	from	cystic	fibrosis	no	matter	what.	But	when	Will	meets	Stella	at	the	hospital	and	falls	in	love
with	her,	he	begins	to	feel	for	the	first	time	that	he	would	like	to	live	longer.	Stella	teaches	Will	that	it	is	worthwhile	to	do	his	treatments	properly	in	order	to	extend	his	life.	Will	wishes	he	could	be	with	Stella	long	term,	but	he	realizes	that	he	loves	her	too	much	to	risk	infecting	her	with	B.	cepacia,	so	he	ultimately	makes	the	decision	to	part	ways	with
her.	Five	Feet	Apart	is	a	film	about	terminally	ill	teenagers,	so	it’s	expected	right	from	the	get-go	that	the	plot	is	going	to	flirt—and	flirt	with	death,	it	does.	Two	years	after	its	release,	the	film	still	holds	a	special	place	in	its	viewers’	hearts.	The	plot	revolves	around	the	tightly	wound	Stella	(Haley	Lu	Richardson)	and	the	cynical,	couldn’t-care-less	Will
(Cole	Sprouse),	two	teens	who	both	have	cystic	fibrosis.	In	addition	to	CF,	Will	also	has	an	infection	called	B.	Cepacia,	which	makes	him	sicker	and	more	dangerous	to	fellow	CF-ers.	Stella	and	Will	initially	clash	due	to	their	differences	in	perspective,	but	the	animosity	gradually	melts	away	and	gives	way	to	mutual	romantic	interest.	Stella	And	Will	The
teens	must	remain	six	feet	apart	at	all	times	to	prevent	them	from	contracting	life-threatening	infections	from	each	other.	However,	Stella	eventually	decides	to	“steal”	back	one	foot,	and	they	decide	to	keep	five	feet	between	them	instead	of	six—hence	the	title	“Five	Feet	Apart”.	So,	in	this	story	that	flirts	with	death	throughout,	who	dies?	Surprisingly
(or	maybe	not	at	all	surprisingly,	depending	on	how	you	look	at	it),	neither	of	the	protagonists,	Stella	and	Will,	are	shown	to	die	in	the	movie.	Five	Feet	Apart	-	Don't	Give	Up	On	MeFive	Feet	Apart	However,	two	other	characters	die—Stella’s	older	sister	Abby	(Sophia	Bernard)	and	her	fellow	CF-er	and	best	friend	Poe	(Moisés	Arias).	Abby’s	death	isn’t
shown	to	us	right	off	the	bat,	even	though	this	character	has	already	passed	away	before	the	timeline	in	which	the	movie	takes	place.	We	are	first	introduced	to	Abby	through	her	beautiful	artwork	depicting	a	pair	of	lungs	made	out	of	flowers	and	butterflies,	suspended	in	outer	space.	The	lungs	are	meant	for	Stella,	who	needs	new	lungs	to	live	longer.
We	soon	learn	that	Abby	was	a	pillar	of	support	for	Stella,	accompanying	her	into	operation	theatres	and	helping	her	fall	asleep.	It	is	clear	that	the	sisters	shared	a	close	bond.	Will	suspects	that	Abby	may	have	passed	away,	because	Stella	gets	awkward	and	avoidant	whenever	asked	about	her,	and	Abby’s	social	media	has	been	silent	for	months.	Will
Eventually,	Stella	confides	in	Will	that	Abby	passed	away	a	year	ago	due	to	a	cliff	diving	accident.	Stella	was	supposed	to	accompany	Abby	on	the	trip,	but	had	to	back	out	at	the	last	moment	due	to	a	CF	flare-up.	Abby’s	adventure	went	horribly	wrong,	and	she	died	after	breaking	her	back.	Stella	suffers	from	immense	survivor’s	guilt	due	to	the
circumstances	of	her	sister’s	death,	and	the	fact	that	she	couldn’t	be	with	her	in	her	last	moments.	Throughout,	the	film’s	focus	remains	on	Stella	and	Will,	and	whether	or	not	they’ll	succumb	to	the	temptation	of	breaching	the	requisite	five	feet	between	them.	Nurse	Barb	is	usually	most	concerned	about	this	as	well.	Poe	Between	all	of	this,	Stella’s
friend	Poe	gets	forgotten,	and	he’s	the	one	who	dies.	It’s	a	running	joke	that	he	keeps	pressing	the	emergency	button	by	accident,	but	this	time,	it’s	a	real	emergency.	We	see	a	stomach-churning	portrayal	of	Poe	dying,	as	a	lack	of	oxygen	makes	his	face	goes	pale	and	his	lips	go	blue,	before	he	eventually	slips	away	for	good.	Poe’s	death	serves	as	a
turning	point	for	Stella.	She	is	wracked	with	grief	and	is	filled	with	regret	at	not	being	able	to	hug	her	best	friend	before	he	died.	She	decides	she	wants	to	go	out	and	make	the	most	of	her	own	life,	and	decides	to	see	the	city	lights	with	Will—something	she	had	wanted	to	do	for	a	while.	Throughout	most	of	the	movie,	Stella’s	strict	adherence	to	the
rules	and	her	treatment	ensures	that	she	and	Will	stay	apart	as	they	should.	Will	and	Stella	However,	when	the	two	of	them	go	out	for	a	walk	the	night	of	Poe’s	death,	Stella	falls	into	a	frozen	pond.	Will	has	no	choice	but	to	perform	mouth-to-mouth	resuscitation	to	save	her	life.	Miraculously,	Stella	later	tests	negative	for	Will’s	infection,	but	is	warned
that	she	may	still	get	infected	in	the	future.	Soon	after	the	frozen	pond	incident,	Stella	manages	to	get	her	much-needed	lung	transplant,	which	gives	her	hope	for	a	better,	healthier	life.	Will	However,	Will’s	fate	is	not	so	lucky.	He	had	been	on	trial	drugs	to	help	with	his	CF	and	B.	Cepacia,	but	it	soon	becomes	clear	that	they	aren’t	working.	He	isn’t
eligible	for	a	lung	transplant	either.	His	time	is	running	out,	and	he	knows	it.	Will	tearfully	says	his	goodbyes	to	Stella	(through	the	glass	wall	that	separates	them	as	she	is	in	a	recovery	room	after	her	transplant	surgery),	telling	her	she	must	go	on	even	without	him.	They	profess	their	love	to	each	other	in	the	heart-rending	scene.	Stella	“We	wanted
to	keep	the	ending	open	for	interpretation.	A	lot	of	people	who	saw	the	movie	assume	that	[Will]	lived.	It’s	intentionally	open.	I	won’t	speak	too	much	about	it	because	I	want	people	to	have	their	own	feelings	about	it,	but	yes,	we	filmed	a	handful	of	different	endings,	and	some	endings	were	more	concrete.”Cole	Sprouse	Ultimately,	even	though	it	is
heavily	implied	that	Will	is	losing	his	battle	against	his	illness,	we	are	not	actually	shown	his	death.	According	to	what	Cole	Sprouse	said	during	his	interview	with	Refinery29,	the	filmmakers	purposely	left	the	ending	open-ended,	to	let	viewers	draw	their	own	conclusions.	So,	ultimately,	it’s	up	to	us	as	viewers	to	imagine	the	ending	we	want!	6.	About
Five	Feet	Apart	Five	Feet	Apart	is	a	2019	terminal	romance	about	17-year-old	Stella,	a	cystic	fibrosis	patient	whose	life	is	full	of	routines,	boundaries,	and	self-control.	All	of	that	is	put	to	the	test	when	she	meets	Will,	an	impossibly	charming	teen	who	is	also	terminal	like	her.	Despite	all	the	restrictions	telling	them	to	maintain	a	safe	distance	for	fear
of	infecting	each	other,	there’s	an	instant	connection.	As	their	connection	intensifies,	so	does	the	temptation	to	throw	the	rules	out	the	window	and	embrace	the	consequences.	In	the	grand	tradition	of	The	Fault	in	Our	Stars	and	Me	and	Earl	and	the	Dying	Girl	comes	Five	Feet	Apart,	the	latest	movie	to	argue	that	just	because	someone	is	suffering
from	a	mortal	illness	doesn’t	mean	they	can’t	fall	in	love.	This	is	by	no	means	an	exhaustive	list	of	similar	titles	–	the	subject	has	become	popular	in	recent	years.	Then	again,	a	linkage	between	death	and	romance	has	been	common	in	literature	and	art	through	the	years.	Unlike	most	of	these	tearjerkers,	however,	Five	Feet	Apart	isn’t	an	adaptation	of
a	hot	YA	property,	even	though	it	may	feel	like	that’s	the	case.	The	original	screenplay	is	credited	to	Mikki	Daughtry	and	Tobias	Iaconis	and	displays	a	strong	knowledge	of	how	to	boost	Kleenex	sales.	The	problem	with	Five	Feet	Apart	isn’t	the	emotional	manipulation	–	that	quality	is	mandatory	for	melodramas	of	this	sort	–	but	the	clumsy	way	in
which	the	movie	orchestrates	its	third	act.	After	steering	things	smoothly	through	difficult	territory,	freshman	director	Justin	Baldoni	veers	off-course.	Perhaps	concerned	that	the	first	two-thirds	of	the	film,	which	explores	the	simmering	romance	between	two	critically	ill	teenagers,	is	too	talky	and	slow-moving,	the	filmmakers	introduce	a	series	of
“shock”	developments	that	undermine	the	previously	modulated	tone	and	intelligence	of	the	screenplay.	It’s	almost	as	if	someone	took	an	effective	indie	production	about	what	it	means	to	live	in	the	shadow	of	death	and	grafted	on	a	Hollywood	climax.	Stella	(Haley	Lu	Richardson),	Five	Feet	Apart’s	spunky	protagonist,	is	suffering	from	cystic	fibrosis.
She	is	in	the	hospital	for	what	she	calls	a	“tune-up,”	but	she	recognizes	the	harsh	truth:	without	a	lung	transplant,	her	days	are	limited.	Also	being	treated	in	the	same	hospital	are	Poe	(Moises	Arias),	a	young	man	she	has	known	since	they	were	seven,	and	newcomer	Will	(Cole	Sprouse),	a	CF	patient	with	a	poor	prognosis	whose	experimental	drug
regimen	isn’t	working.	Will	is	a	dark,	brooding	risk-taker	who	would	agree	with	the	mantra	“live	fast,	die	young,	and	leave	a	beautiful	corpse.”	In	his	case,	because	of	a	series	of	scars	from	past	operations,	maybe	the	corpse	won’t	be	so	beautiful.Of	course,	Stella	and	Will	fall	in	love.	That	doesn’t	count	as	a	spoiler,	since	there	wouldn’t	be	much	of	a
movie	if	that	didn’t	happen.	But	there’s	a	major	stumbling	block	to	a	physical	relationship.	Although	CF	patients	can	be	intimate	with	unafflicted	people,	they	can’t	be	intimate	with	one	another	lest	an	exchange	of	saliva	accelerate	and	complicate	their	illness.	The	rule-of-thumb	is	that	they	must	remain	six	feet	apart	(shortened	by	Stella	to	“five	feet
apart”	as	a	means	of	cheating	the	disease	that	has	cheated	her	of	so	many	things).	So	they	can	whisper	sweet	nothings,	philosophize	about	life	and	death	and	what	(if	anything)	lies	beyond,	and	watch	each	other	remove	their	clothing.	But	they	can’t	touch.	And	they	certainly	can’t	kiss.	Chemistry	is	a	critical	component	of	Five	Feet	Apart	and	actors
Haley	Lu	Richardson	and	Cole	Sprouse	exhibit	enough	to	ignite	the	love	affair.	They	are	able	to	convey	their	deepening	affection	without	benefit	of	any	direct	physical	interaction.	We	feel	the	sexual	tension	and	its	associated	frustration	as	they	deny	themselves	the	closeness	that	would	offer	release	of	both	an	immediate	and	permanent	sort.
Richardson	and	Sprouse	fall	into	the	category	of	“up-and-coming”	young	performers.	Richardson’s	dance	card	is	starting	to	fill	up	with	roles	in	Split,	The	Edge	of	Seventeen,	and	Support	the	Girls.	Sprouse	has	found	a	home	as	Jughead	in	the	TV	series	Riverdale.	The	pair’s	interaction	is	strong,	although	Richardson’s	light	burns	a	little	more
brightly.Five	Feet	Apart’s	final	half-hour	is	disappointing	and	frustrating	–	and	it	has	nothing	to	do	with	the	eventual	fates	of	the	characters	or	their	romance.	What’s	bothersome	is	that,	after	spending	nearly	90	minutes	of	meticulously	developing	a	sensitive,	honest	relationship	between	two	ships	passing	in	the	night,	the	movie	takes	a	turn	into	the
ridiculous.	We	care	about	these	characters.	We’re	invested	in	their	lives	even	though	we	known	that	one	or	both	of	them	aren’t	likely	to	make	it	to	the	end	credits.	To	interject	a	series	of	unnecessary	narrative	complications	in	the	movie’s	twilight	hurts	the	film’s	credibility	and	diminishes	the	potency	of	the	final	scenes.	For	those	in	need	of	a	good	cry,
Five	Feet	Apart	will	fill	the	need	but,	even	amidst	the	sniffles	and	tears,	there’s	a	sense	that	the	experience	could	have	been	more	wrenching	and	emotionally	honest	had	the	filmmakers	showed	a	greater	trust	in	their	material	and	audience.	Breton	Vivian	is	an	English-Australian	composer	based	in	Los	Angeles,	writing	diverse	music	for	some	of	the
biggest	projects	in	Hollywood.	Having	lived	all	over	the	world,	including	Australia,	Hong	Kong,	and	the	United	Kingdom,	Breton	utilizes	a	broad	range	of	influences	that	provide	his	music	with	a	unique	and	refreshing	sound.	He	recently	worked	on	Taylor	Sheridan's	show	1883	(2022),	starring	Sam	Elliott,	Tim	McGraw	and	Faith	Hill	and	is	currently
working	on	Sheridan's	neo-western	tv-show	Yellowstone	(2018-	),	starring	Kevin	Costner,	for	which	he	has	won	two	BMI	Awards.	Breton	previously	scored	Justin	Baldoni's	debut	feature	film,	Five	Feet	Apart	(2019),	starring	Cole	Sprouse	and	Haley	Lu	Richardson.	He	has	written	additional	music	for	Crazy	Rich	Asians	(2018)	as	well	as	the	Sundance-
selected	documentary	The	Devil	We	Know	(2018).	His	music	and	orchestrations	can	also	be	heard	on	blockbuster	features	such	as	The	Mummy	(2017)	and	The	Fate	of	the	Furious	(2017).	Breton's	unique	and	eclectic	musical	style	grew	out	of	the	modern	and	classical	music	worlds	he	is	a	part	of	as	well	as	the	many	cultures	he's	experienced.	His	broad
influences	are	evident	in	the	sonic	variety	of	his	compositions.Add	photos,	demo	reelsSuggest	an	edit	or	add	missing	contentYou	have	no	recently	viewed	pages	Synopsis	Seventeen-year-old	Stella	spends	most	of	her	time	in	the	hospital	as	a	cystic	fibrosis	patient.	Her	life	is	full	of	routines,	boundaries	and	self-control	--	all	of	which	get	put	to	the	test
when	she	meets	Will,	an	impossibly	charming	teen	who	has	the	same	illness.	There's	an	instant	flirtation,	though	restrictions	dictate	that	they	must	maintain	a	safe	distance	between	them.	As	their	connection	intensifies,	so	does	the	temptation	to	throw	the	rules	out	the	window	and	embrace	that	attraction.	Director	Justin	Baldoni	Producer	Cathy
Schulman,	Justin	Baldoni	Screenwriter	Mikki	Daughtry,	Tobias	Iaconis	Distributor	CBS	Films,	Lionsgate	Films	Production	Co	CBS	Films,	Wayfarer	Studios,	Welle	Entertainment	Rating	PG-13	(Suggestive	Material|Language|Thematic	Elements)	Genre	Romance,	Drama	Original	Language	English	Release	Date	(Theaters)	Mar	15,	2019,	Wide	Release
Date	(Streaming)	May	24,	2019	Box	Office	(Gross	USA)	$45.7M	Runtime	1h	56m	Aspect	Ratio	Scope	(2.35:1)	A	tearjerking	romance	centered	around	two	teenagers	living	with	cystic	fibrosis,	first-time	feature	director	Justin	Baldoni’s	“Five	Feet	Apart”	is	ultimately	little	more	than	a	cover	band	treatment	of	“The	Fault	in	Our	Stars.”	But	as	far	as	cover
bands	go,	at	least	it	has	a	hell	of	a	frontwoman	in	Haley	Lu	Richardson.	Fresh	off	of	memorable	supporting	parts	in	“The	Edge	of	Seventeen”	and	“Support	the	Girls,”	Richardson	gives	a	star	turn	every	bit	as	charismatic	and	assured	as	the	film	is	formulaic	and	forgettable,	bringing	soul,	style	and	nuance	to	a	character	that	could	have	easily	been	a
condescending	caricature.	An	exceptional	talent	in	a	sea	of	well-meaning	adequacy,	Richardson	plays	Stella,	a	bright,	wryly	optimistic	high	schooler	who	has	been	dealing	with	cystic	fibrosis	since	childhood.	When	we	meet	her,	she’s	just	landed	in	the	hospital	for	yet	another	extended	stay,	and	wastes	no	time	decorating	every	inch	of	her	room,
organizing	her	pills	into	perfect	color-coded	rows,	and	putting	together	detailed	to-do	lists	for	each	day.	Designing	apps	from	bed	and	livestreaming	her	treatment	sessions	as	she	waits	for	a	lung	transplant,	she’s	turned	her	corner	of	the	hospital	into	something	of	a	second	home,	maintaining	a	running	dialogue	with	maternal	head	nurse	Barb
(Kimberly	Hebert	Gregory)	and	her	deferential	gay	best	friend	Poe	(Moises	Arias),	a	fellow	longtime	patient.	But	this	time,	there’s	a	new	kid	in	the	ward:	Sarcastic,	vaguely	rebellious,	smolderingly	handsome	Will	(Cole	Sprouse)	has	arrived	to	undergo	an	experimental	clinical	trial,	and	his	cavalier	attitude	toward	his	own	treatment	raises	the	hyper-
disciplined	Stella’s	hackles.	Of	course,	the	film	conspires	to	thrust	them	together	almost	immediately,	and	they	warm	to	one	another	through	a	hurried	on-again-off-again	courtship,	striking	quid-pro-quo	deals,	FaceTiming	each	other	well	into	the	night,	and	inevitably	hitting	speed	bumps	as	they	brush	up	against	each	another’s	secrets	and	traumas.
There	is,	however,	a	much	bigger	obstacle	to	their	relationship	than	the	typical	rom-com	crises:	“CFers,”	as	the	characters	refer	to	themselves,	are	perpetually	told	to	observe	the	“six-foot	rule,”	keeping	a	safe	distance	from	other	people	with	cystic	fibrosis	to	avoid	cross-infection.	This	is	a	particular	concern	when	it	comes	to	Will,	who	is	infected	with
the	dangerous	bacteria	B.	cepacia,	vastly	increasing	the	risk	to	Stella	should	she	get	too	close	to	him.	So	not	only	is	their	budding	romance	haunted	by	the	very	real	specter	of	early	mortality,	they	can’t	even	hold	hands,	let	alone	kiss.	(In	case	you’re	wondering	why	the	film	is	titled	“Five	Feet	Apart”	when	the	rules	call	for	six,	the	script	does	eventually
offer	a	reason	for	the	missing	foot.	It	doesn’t,	however,	make	a	whole	lot	of	sense.)	The	screenplay,	written	by	Mikki	Daughtry	and	Tobias	Iaconis,	can’t	help	but	clutter	up	the	works	with	contrivances	and	clunky	dialogue	throughout.	The	film’s	handling	of	Poe	falls	back	on	some	rather	unfortunate	“gay	best	friend”	tropes	that	one	might	have	hoped
we’d	long	since	left	behind,	and	its	soap-operatic	third	act	offers	a	jarring	pileup	of	melodramatic	twists,	some	of	which	drew	literal	guffaws	from	the	teenage	members	of	an	early	screening	audience.	(Several	of	them	went	on	to	openly	weep	at	the	film’s	denouement,	to	be	fair.)	But	the	film’s	middle	passage	is	able	to	generate	genuine	sweetness,
largely	due	to	Richardson’s	low-key	magnetism.	When	the	hesitant	couple	finally	steals	away	to	go	on	a	date	(holding	a	pool	cue	between	them	to	keep	their	distance,	as	well	as	to	serve	as	a	source	of	surrogate	contact)	Baldoni	cultivates	some	real	sparks,	and	even	a	hint	of	chastely	sensual	heat,	despite	rarely	leaving	the	hospital	setting.	It’s	in	these
scenes	–	much	more	so	than	in	its	well-intentioned	but	quasi-academic	sequences	explaining	the	challenges	of	cystic	fibrosis	–	that	“Five	Feet	Apart”	manages	to	humanize	the	effects	of	the	disease	most	tangibly	and	affectingly.	If	only	the	rest	of	the	film	had	followed	suit,	it	might	have	risen	to	the	level	of	its	star.	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the
material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes
were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological
measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended
use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Miss	Newman	(alive)Mr.	Newman	(alive)	patient	in	hospital	St.	Grace's	(formerly)	unknown	(he	probably	died	a	few	months/years	after	the	book's	end)	blue	(in	the	book)green	(in	the	movie)	Will	is	played	by	Cole	Sprouse.	He	is	a	cystic	fibrosis
patient	who	also	contracted	Burkholderia	cepacia	eight	months	prior	to	the	book's	beginning,	keeping	him	from	getting	a	transplant.	His	mother	is	desperate	to	keep	her	alive	and	uses	her	wealth	to	enter	Will	into	many	experimental	trials,	much	to	Will's	dismay.	Will	is	courageous	and	adventurous,	and	wishes	to	travel	if	he	is	cured	from	Burkholderia
cepacia	(though	he	neglects	his	treatments	until	trucing	with	Stella).	He	also	loves	cartoons,	as	well	as	to	draw	them.	Will	appears	to	be	skilled	at	origami.	His	love	interest	is	cystic	fibrosis	patient	Stella	Grant.	Will,	despite	being	sarcastic	and	somewhat	cynical,	is	friendly,	nice	and	affectionate.	He	has	a	big	heart	Five	Feet	Apart	packs	the	most
unexpected	deaths	for	a	story	filmed	entirely	in	a	hospital	corridor	dedicated	to	terminally	ill	teens.	The	two	main	characters	suffering	from	mutually	incompatible	illnesses	—	meaning	they	need	to	stay	five	feet	apart	at	all	times	—	do	not	die.	Stella	And	Will	|	Source:	Amazon	So	who	dies	in	Five	Feet	Apart,	who	is	already	dead,	and	how?	Find	out
answers	to	all	these	questions	and	more!	Stella’s	sister	AbbyStella’s	best	friend	and	fellow	CF’er,	Poe	In	one	of	the	most	unexpected	twists,	Stella’s	friend	Poe,	who	was	also	suffering	from	Cystic	Fibrosis,	is	the	one	to	die.	Poe	|	Source:	Amazon	For	the	most	part,	Five	Feet	Apart	keeps	us	on	edge	about	whether	Will	and	Stella	will	survive	coming	in
such	close	contact	with	each	other.	Their	illnesses	being,	as	we	know,	contagious	and	lethal	for	the	other.	But	even	as	everyone	is	alert	about	keeping	Will	and	Stella	apart	at	all	times,	they	forget	about	Poe.	The	skinny	little	CF’er	boy	with	a	passion	for	cooking,	skateboards,	and	non-white	men	becomes	the	face	of	death	in	the	film.	As	we	see	his	bony
face	turn	pale	and	then	blue	from	breathlessness,	I	bet	even	the	stoniest	of	stomachs	had	to	have	churned.	Funny	how	a	film	about	dying	children	still	manages	to	scare	us	when	death	finally	does	arrive.	Kudos	to	the	creative	minds	behind	it	for	managing	to	keep	the	surprise	of	death	alive	even	though	everyone	was	expecting	it.	Poe’s	death	comes
unannounced,	and	his	lungs	stop	working	soon	after	Will’s	incandescent	birthday	party.	He	collapses	in	his	room	within	seconds	of	pressing	the	emergency	button	—	which	also	becomes	a	tragic	joke	since	he	would	often	press	the	button	by	mistake.	His	death	becomes	a	turning	point	in	the	film,	with	Stella	and	Will’s	relationship	reaching	a	breaking
point,	but	Stella	is	also	starting	to	appreciate	life.	She	regrets	never	having	hugged	her	best	friend	Poe	before	he	died.	(Fellow	CF’ers	are	also	to	stay	at	least	six	feet	apart	at	all	times.)	We	are	first	introduced	to	Abby,	Stella’s	elder	sister,	through	her	beautiful	artwork	showing	a	pair	of	lungs	made	out	of	flowers	and	butterflies,	suspended	in	outer
space.	The	lungs	are	meant	for	Stella,	who	needs	new	lungs	to	live	longer.	We	soon	learn	that	Abby	was	a	pillar	of	support	for	Stella,	accompanying	her	into	operation	theatres	and	helping	her	fall	asleep.	However,	Will	is	the	one	to	notice	something	was	wrong	when	Stella	reacts	awkwardly	to	Abby’s	questions.	Will	|	Source:	IMDb	Will	discovers	that
Abby	suddenly	went	missing	from	all	her	social	media	handles	a	few	months	ago	with	help	from	his	friends.	He	deduces	that	her	sister	could	be	dead.	But	it	is	not	until	Stella,	and	Will	become	a	couple	that	he	learns	for	sure	how	and	when	Abby	died.	About	a	year	before	the	movie’s	events,	Abby	was	out	cliff	diving	when	something	went	terribly
wrong.	She	did	not	land	right	and	ended	up	with	a	broken	back.	In	her	last	moments,	Abby	couldn’t	even	see	her	baby	sister	since	Stella	was	in	the	hospital	at	the	time.	Wracked	by	the	guilt	of	not	being	there	for	Abby	when	she	required	support,	Stella	suffers	from	the	survivor’s	guilt,	as	observed	by	Will.	To	make	matters	worse,	Abby’s	death	also
drives	apart	her	parents,	who	are	in	the	middle	of	a	divorce	during	the	film.	This	article	would	remain	incomplete	if	we	didn’t	talk	about	what	happened	to	Will	and	Stella.	Talking	about	Will,	we	know	for	sure	that	the	trial	drugs	he	was	put	on	were	not	effective	by	the	end	of	the	film.	Stella	And	Will	|	Source:	IMDb	This	meant	that	he	had	to	leave	Saint
Grace	Hospital	and	go	away	from	Stella,	who	had	to	undergo	a	lung	transplant.	Meanwhile,	Stella’s	control	issues	and	survivor’s	guilt	for	outliving	her	older	sister	ensured	that	Will	and	Stella	never	came	close	enough	to	endanger	each	other.	But	ever	since	Poe’s	death,	she	becomes	reckless	and	impulsive,	daring	to	take	a	chance	at	love.	Will	and
Stella’s	walk	on	the	night	Poe	dies	ends	with	Stella	falling	down	a	frozen	lake	and	Will	giving	her	mouth-to-mouth	to	resuscitate	her.	He	manages	to	save	her	from	dying	of	drowning,	but	for	how	long,	we	are	not	told.	In	the	end,	after	all	the	precautions,	Will	and	Stella	end	up	sharing	contagious	breaths.	But	while	Stella	miraculously	tests	negative	for
Will’s	infection,	nurse	Barb	points	out	that	due	to	the	exposure,	she	could	still	be	infected	in	the	future.	So	we	see	that	both	Will	and	Stella	are	not	devoid	of	risks	in	the	future.	But	as	far	as	the	movie	is	considered,	they	are	not	yet	dead.	The	movie	leaves	us	with	several	open-ended	plots.	Do	Stella	and	Will	stay	together,	or	do	they	break	up?	Do
Stella’s	parents	rethink	the	divorce	or	go	through	with	it?	How	long	does	Will	have	to	live	after	the	failed	drug	trials?	How	long	does	Stella	survive	with	her	new	lungs	and	a	potentially	contagious	exposure	to	Will’s	infection?	All	of	them	remained	unanswered.	This	2019	terminal	romance	follows	seventeen-year-old	Stella,	a	cystic	fibrosis	patient
whose	life	is	full	of	routines,	boundaries,	and	self-control.	Stella	|	Source:	Amazon	But	all	of	that	is	put	to	the	test	when	she	meets	Will,	an	impossibly	charming	teen	who	is	also	faced	with	a	terminal	illness,	B	Cepacia.	There’s	an	instant	connection,	despite	all	the	restrictions	dictating	them	to	maintain	a	safe	distance	for	fear	of	infecting	each	other.	As
their	connection	intensifies,	so	does	the	temptation	to	throw	the	rules	out	the	window	and	embrace	the	consequences.
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