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An	air	mattress	is	an	inflatable	mattress,	which	is	usually	made	of	PVC.	The	average	air	mattress	will	take	about	10	minutes	to	inflate.	However,	there	are	some	air	mattresses	that	can	take	up	to	30	minutes	to	inflate.	If	you	are	using	an	air	mattress	for	the	first	time,	it	is	important	to	read	the	instructions	that	come	with	the	mattress.	This	will	help	you
to	understand	how	long	it	should	take	to	inflate	the	mattress.	So,	how	long	does	an	air	mattress	take	to	inflate?	It	is	best	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	slowly.	Depending	on	the	size	of	the	mattress,	it	can	take	anywhere	from	a	few	minutes	to	half	an	hour	to	fully	inflate.	Lets	dig	into	it	and	see	what	secrets	it	holds.	If	youve	ever	wondered	how	long	it	takes
to	inflate	a	mattress,	youre	not	alone.	Its	a	common	question,	and	one	that	doesnt	have	a	straightforward	answer.	The	truth	is,	it	depends	on	the	type	of	mattress	you	have.	For	example,	a	memory	foam	mattress	will	take	longer	to	inflate	than	an	air	mattress.	However,	in	general,	you	can	expect	a	mattress	to	take	anywhere	from	24	to	48	hours	to	fully
inflate.	So,	if	youre	in	a	hurry,	you	might	want	to	consider	an	air	mattress	instead.	Of	course,	there	are	always	exceptions	to	the	rule.	If	you	have	a	particularly	high-end	mattress,	it	could	take	longer	to	inflate.	Or,	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	a	bit	longer	than	if	youre	using	an	electric	pump.	Either	way,	the	important	thing	to	remember
is	to	be	patient.	Your	mattress	will	eventually	reach	its	full	size,	and	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	a	good	nights	sleep.	Along	with,	Waiting	24-48	hours	is	standard	for	a	memory	foam	mattress	to	completely	take	on	its	full	shape.	The	reason	manufacturers	give	this	instruction	is	to	cover	their	responsibility.	They	prefer	customers	to	wait	24	hours	to	allow	for
the	expansion	process	to	be	completed.	When	it	comes	to	inflating	an	air	mattress,	there	is	no	one-size-fits-all	answer.	The	amount	of	time	it	takes	to	fully	inflate	your	mattress	will	depend	on	the	size	of	the	mattress,	the	type	of	pump	you	are	using,	and	your	own	personal	preferences.	If	you	are	using	a	manual	pump,	it	can	take	upwards	of	10	minutes
to	fully	inflate	a	queen-sized	air	mattress.	However,	if	you	are	using	an	electronic	or	battery-operated	pump,	the	process	will	take	mere	minutes.	Once	your	mattress	is	inflated,	take	a	few	minutes	to	adjust	the	firmness	to	your	liking.	Most	air	mattresses	have	a	built-in	valve	that	allows	you	to	let	out	air	if	the	mattress	is	too	firm,	or	add	more	air	if	it	is
not	firm	enough.	As	a	general	rule	of	thumb,	we	recommend	inflating	your	air	mattress	to	a	pressure	that	is	comfortable	for	you.	If	you	are	unsure	of	how	much	air	to	add,	start	with	less	air	and	add	more	until	you	find	the	perfect	level	of	firmness.	If	youve	ever	tried	sleeping	on	an	air	mattress,	you	know	that	its	not	the	most	comfortable	experience.
The	mattress	is	usually	too	soft,	and	you	can	feel	every	little	movement.	This	can	make	it	difficult	to	get	a	good	nights	sleep.	So,	can	you	sleep	on	an	air	mattress	right	away?	The	answer	is	no.	Its	not	a	good	idea	to	sleep	on	an	air	mattress	for	more	than	a	few	nights.	Long-term	use	can	lead	to	back	pain	and	stiffness.	Without	adequate	support,	your
spine	will	be	out	of	alignment,	and	so	you	wont	have	a	restorative	sleep.	If	you	need	a	mattress	for	a	short-term	stay,	an	air	mattress	might	be	okay.	But	for	long-term	use,	its	best	to	invest	in	a	more	comfortable	and	supportive	option.	Moreover,	An	inflatable	mattress	is	not	as	supportive	as	a	regular	mattress.	This	means	that	it	might	be	okay	to	sleep
on	it	once	in	a	while,	but	if	you	use	it	all	the	time,	you	might	start	to	have	back	pain	and	stiffness.	This	is	because	without	adequate	support,	your	spine	will	be	out	of	alignment,	and	so	you	wont	have	a	restorative	sleep.	The	answer	may	seem	obvious	using	an	air	pump	but	there	are	a	few	tricks	to	get	the	job	done	quickly	and	efficiently.	Here	are	a	few
tips	to	get	your	air	mattress	inflated	in	no	time:	If	you	have	an	electric	air	pump,	make	sure	to	plug	it	in	and	turn	it	on	before	you	start	inflating	the	mattress.	If	youre	using	a	manual	air	pump,	start	pumping	as	soon	as	you	start	to	inflate	the	mattress.	Inflate	the	mattress	in	short	bursts,	and	then	stop	to	check	the	progress.	This	will	help	you	avoid
over-inflating	the	mattress.	Once	the	mattress	is	inflated,	close	the	valve	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.	Assuming	you	want	an	answer	to	the	question	in	the	title:	It	takes	about	10-15	minutes	to	inflate	an	Intex	air	mattress	using	an	air	pump.	The	time	it	takes	to	inflate	the	mattress	will	depend	on	the	size	of	the	mattress	and	the	power	of	the	air
pump.	If	you	have	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump,	you	can	inflate	it	without	electricity	by	using	a	manual	pump.	To	do	this,	first,	make	sure	that	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress	is	open.	Then,	attach	the	manual	pump	to	the	valve.	Pump	the	manual	pump	until	the	air	mattress	is	inflated	to	the	desired	level.	Do	you	have	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in
pump?	If	so,	you	may	be	wondering	how	to	inflate	it.	Here	are	some	simple	instructions:	First,	find	an	outlet	and	plug	in	the	air	mattress	pump.	Then,	open	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	You	will	hear	the	pump	start	to	work.	Next,	lie	down	on	the	air	mattress	and	begin	to	pump	it	up.	The	pump	will	do	most	of	the	work	for	you.	Just	be	sure	to	stop
pumping	when	the	mattress	is	full.	Finally,	close	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	This	will	prevent	air	from	escaping.	And	thats	it!	Youve	now	successfully	inflated	your	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	This	is	a	question	that	we	get	asked	a	lot	here	at	the	blog.	And	the	answer	is	yes!	You	can	inflate	an	air	mattress	while	laying	on	it.	Heres	how:	1.	Make
sure	that	the	air	mattress	is	fully	inflated	before	you	start.	2.	Lay	down	on	the	air	mattress	and	position	yourself	so	that	you	are	comfortable.	3.	Use	your	body	weight	to	slowly	push	the	air	out	of	the	mattress.	4.	Once	the	air	is	out,	you	can	start	inflating	the	mattress	again.	5.	Repeat	this	process	until	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated.	Its	really	that	simple!
So	next	time	youre	wondering	how	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	while	youre	already	on	it,	just	follow	these	steps	and	youll	be	fine.	If	youve	ever	found	yourself	in	a	situation	where	you	need	to	inflate	an	air	bed	but	dont	have	a	pump	on	hand,	youre	not	alone.	Its	a	common	problem	that	can	often	be	solved	with	a	little	ingenuity	and	some	common
household	items.	Here	are	a	few	tips	on	how	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump:	1.	Use	a	vacuum	cleaner.	If	you	have	a	vacuum	cleaner	with	a	hose	attachment,	you	can	use	it	to	suck	the	air	out	of	the	bed.	Just	make	sure	that	you	seal	the	end	of	the	hose	tightly	around	the	beds	valve.	2.	Use	a	straw.	Another	option	is	to	use	a	straw	to	suck	the	air	out
of	the	bed.	This	can	be	a	bit	more	difficult	than	using	a	vacuum	cleaner,	but	its	definitely	doable.	3.	Use	your	mouth.	This	is	probably	the	most	old-fashioned	way	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump,	but	it	works.	Just	seal	your	lips	around	the	beds	valve	and	blow.	4.	Use	a	balloon.	If	you	have	a	balloon,	you	can	use	it	to	inflate	the	bed.	Just	tie	the
balloon	to	the	beds	valve	and	blow	it	up.	5.	Use	a	can	of	compressed	air.	This	is	probably	the	easiest	way	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump.	Just	point	the	nozzle	of	the	can	at	the	beds	valve	and	release	the	air.	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	ways	that	you	can	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump.	With	a	little	bit	of	creativity,	you	should	be	able	to	come	up
with	a	few	other	methods	as	well.	Assuming	you	are	talking	about	a	standard	air	mattress,	it	should	take	you	no	more	than	10	minutes	to	fully	inflate	the	mattress.	If	you	are	using	an	electric	pump,	it	will	take	less	time.	If	you	are	using	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	a	bit	longer.	A	self	inflating	pad	is	an	camping	essential	that	can	make	or	break	your
camping	trip.	If	you	dont	have	a	comfortable	place	to	sleep,	youre	not	going	to	have	a	good	time.	So,	how	long	does	a	self	inflating	pad	take	to	inflate?	It	depends	on	the	brand	and	model	of	self	inflating	pad	you	have.	Some	are	designed	to	inflate	in	as	little	as	30	seconds,	while	others	may	take	up	to	5	minutes.	If	youre	using	a	self	inflating	pad	for	the
first	time,	its	a	good	idea	to	read	the	instructions	that	come	with	it	so	you	know	how	long	it	should	take	to	inflate.	Once	your	self	inflating	pad	is	inflated,	it	should	be	firm	but	comfortable.	If	it	feels	too	firm,	you	can	adjust	the	amount	of	air	by	opening	the	valve	and	letting	some	out.	This	is	a	great	question	and	one	that	we	get	asked	a	lot!	The	answer
really	depends	on	how	often	you	plan	on	using	the	air	mattress	and	how	long	you	need	it	to	last.	If	you	plan	on	using	it	frequently,	we	recommend	inflating	and	deflating	the	mattress	every	few	days	to	prevent	the	material	from	weakening.	If	you	only	need	the	mattress	for	occasional	use,	inflating	it	once	a	month	should	be	sufficient.	However,	if	you
plan	on	leaving	the	mattress	inflated	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	we	recommend	checking	it	periodically	to	make	sure	that	it	is	still	inflated	to	your	desired	level.	No,	you	cannot	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress.	While	a	bike	pump	may	be	able	to	create	enough	air	pressure	to	fill	up	an	air	mattress,	it	is	not	designed	to	do	so	and	therefore
is	not	the	best	tool	for	the	job.	Inflating	an	air	mattress	with	a	bike	pump	can	be	difficult	and	time-consuming,	so	it	is	best	to	use	an	air	mattress	pump	that	is	specifically	designed	for	the	task.	If	youre	planning	on	using	an	air	mattress,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	know	before	you	inflate	it.	First,	make	sure	that	the	area	youre	planning	to	use	it
in	is	level	and	free	of	sharp	objects.	Once	youve	found	the	perfect	spot,	its	time	to	inflate	your	mattress.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	an	air	pump,	which	will	make	inflating	the	mattress	a	breeze.	However,	if	you	dont	have	an	air	pump,	you	can	still	inflate	your	mattress	using	a	few	household	items.	All	you	need	is	a	straw	and	a	balloon.	To	inflate
your	mattress	without	an	air	pump,	insert	the	straw	into	the	valve	on	the	mattress.	Then,	blow	into	the	straw	until	the	mattress	is	inflated	to	your	desired	level	of	firmness.	Finally,	remove	the	straw	and	seal	the	valve.	Now	that	you	know	how	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	youre	ready	to	enjoy	a	comfortable	nights	sleep.	Just	remember	to	deflate	the
mattress	before	you	store	it	away,	or	youll	be	dealing	with	a	flat	mattress	the	next	time	you	want	to	use	it.	FAQ	Assuming	you	would	like	tips	on	how	to	inflate	an	Intex	air	mattress,	here	are	a	few	tips:	-First,	make	sure	that	you	have	the	right	type	of	pump.	Youll	need	an	air	pump	that	is	designed	for	inflating	air	mattresses.	You	can	find	these	at	most
stores	that	sell	air	mattresses	or	online.	-Next,	locate	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	The	valve	is	usually	located	on	the	side	of	the	mattress.	-Once	you	have	located	the	valve,	attach	the	air	pump	to	the	valve.	-Now,	begin	inflating	the	mattress.	Start	by	inflating	the	mattress	to	about	half	of	its	full	size.	Then,	finish	inflating	the	mattress	to	its	full	size.	-
Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated,	remove	the	air	pump	and	close	the	valve.	-Finally,	enjoy	your	newly	inflated	air	mattress!	Do	you	have	an	air	mattress	that	youre	not	quite	sure	if	its	full	or	not?	Here	are	a	few	quick	and	easy	ways	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full:	1.	The	most	obvious	way	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	is	by	looking	at	it.	If	the
mattress	is	completely	inflated	and	doesnt	have	any	wrinkles	or	sagging,	then	its	full.	2.	Another	way	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	is	by	feeling	it.	If	the	mattress	is	firm	to	the	touch	and	doesnt	give	when	you	press	on	it,	then	its	full.	3.	You	can	also	tell	if	an	air	mattress	is	full	by	listening	to	it.	If	you	dont	hear	any	air	hissing	out	of	the	mattress,
then	its	probably	full.	4.	Finally,	you	can	check	the	air	pressure	of	the	mattress	with	a	pressure	gauge.	If	the	pressure	is	at	the	recommended	level,	then	the	mattress	is	full.	If	you	follow	these	simple	tips,	youll	be	able	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	and	get	a	good	nights	sleep.	Assuming	you	dont	have	an	air	pump	and	need	to	use	a	bike	pump	to
inflate	an	air	mattress,	here	are	a	few	tips:	Make	sure	the	bike	pump	is	compatible	with	the	air	mattress.	Some	pumps	have	different	nozzles	for	different	purposes.	If	possible,	use	the	highest	setting	on	the	bike	pump.	This	will	inflate	the	mattress	faster.	Pump	the	air	mattress	until	it	is	firm,	but	not	too	hard.	You	dont	want	it	to	be	uncomfortable	to
sleep	on.	With	these	tips,	you	should	be	able	to	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	successfully.	Most	people	dont	realize	that	you	can	inflate	a	Bestway	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	Heres	how:	1.	First,	find	the	inflation	valve	on	the	mattress.	Its	usually	located	near	the	center	of	the	mattress.	2.	Next,	locate	the	pump.	It	should	be	close	to
the	inflation	valve.	3.	Once	youve	found	the	pump,	insert	the	inflation	nozzle	into	the	valve.	4.	Finally,	turn	on	the	pump	and	watch	the	mattress	fill	up!	Related	Post:	Last	updated	on	August	13th,	2024	at	12:04	amAn	air	mattress	is	a	great	way	to	get	a	good	nights	sleep,	whether	camping	or	needing	an	extra	bed.	But	how	long	should	you	inflate	an	air
mattress?The	best	way	to	determine	how	long	to	inflate	your	mattress	is	to	read	the	manufacturers	instructions.	Most	mattresses	will	require	you	to	inflate	them	for	about	10	minutes.	Once	youve	inflated	your	mattress,	let	it	rest	for	a	few	minutes	before	use	to	allow	the	material	to	settle	and	will	prevent	it	from	becoming	lumpy.However,	the	time	it
takes	to	inflate	your	mattress	will	also	depend	on	your	air	mattress	and	the	power	of	the	pump	youre	using.	Read	on	for	more	information	about	how	to	inflate	your	air	mattress.Different	inflatable	air	mattresses	will	have	different	inflation	times.	Some	mattresses	will	take	just	a	few	minutes	to	fill	up,	while	others	may	take	much	longer.	The	time	it	will
take	you	to	fill	up	your	mattress	will	be	affected	by:A	larger	mattress	will	take	longer	to	inflate	than	a	smaller	mattress.	This	is	because	there	is	more	air	to	fill	up,	and	it	will	take	longer	for	the	air	pump	to	do	its	job.	The	time	it	will	take	to	fill	a	3-person	mattress	will	be	much	longer	than	it	takes	to	fill	a	single-person	mattress.The	thickness	also
matters	as	its	a	part	of	the	mattresss	air	volume.	A	thicker	mattress	will	take	a	bit	longer	to	inflate,	but	not	much.	The	air	pump	will	need	to	work	harder,	but	the	difference	in	time	is	minimal.The	air	pump	you	use	will	also	affect	how	long	it	takes	to	fill	up	your	mattress.	A	manual	air	pump	will	take	much	longer	to	fill	up	a	mattress	than	an	electric	air
pump.	If	you	are	using	an	electric	air	pump,	the	pump	size	will	affect	the	time	it	takes	to	fill	up	your	mattress.	A	small	air	pump	will	take	longer	to	fill	a	mattress	than	a	large	one.Some	mattresses	have	an	inbuilt	pump	that	will	do	all	the	work	for	you.	They	have	a	mechanism	designed	to	inflate	the	mattress	quickly	and	efficiently.	These	mattresses
usually	have	a	gauge	that	lets	you	know	when	the	mattress	is	full.If	you	inflate	your	mattress	to	a	higher	pressure,	it	will	take	longer	to	fill	up.	This	is	because	the	air	pump	has	to	work	harder	to	get	the	air	into	the	mattress.	The	time	it	will	take	to	fill	up	a	mattress	inflated	to	a	higher	pressure	will	be	longer	than	the	time	it	takes	to	fill	up	a	mattress
inflated	to	lower	pressure.	Typically,	you	need	to	keep	the	pressure	at	90%	or	below	to	prevent	the	mattress	from	being	damaged.Inflating	an	air	mattress	is	a	relatively	simple	process,	but	there	are	a	few	things	you	need	to	keep	in	mind	to	ensure	the	process	goes	smoothly.	The	following	tips	will	help	inflate	your	mattress	safely	and	without	any
problems:Ensure	the	area	you	are	inflating	your	mattress	is	clean	and	free	of	debris.	You	dont	want	anything	to	puncture	your	mattress	while	inflating	it.If	using	an	air	pump,	ensure	the	cord	is	not	in	the	way.	You	dont	want	to	trip	over	the	cord	and	cause	the	air	pump	to	fall.If	you	are	using	an	electric	air	pump,	make	sure	the	power	is	turned	off
before	you	start	inflating	the	mattress.	This	will	prevent	the	air	pump	from	turning	on	and	off	while	inflating	the	mattress.When	inflating	the	mattress,	start	from	one	end	and	work	your	way	to	the	other.	This	will	help	prevent	wrinkles	from	forming	in	the	mattress.Once	the	mattress	is	inflated,	check	it	for	leaks.	You	dont	want	your	mattress	to	leak	air
while	sleeping	on	it.If	you	are	using	an	air	pump,	turn	it	off	when	you	are	finished	inflating	the	mattress.	This	will	prevent	the	air	pump	from	overworking	and	breaking	down.Fortunately,	you	can	do	a	few	things	to	reduce	the	amount	of	time	it	takes	to	fill	up	your	mattress.	By	following	these	tips,	you	can	inflate	your	mattress	in	no	time:An	electric	air
pump	is	much	faster	than	a	manual	air	pump	and	will	get	the	job	done	in	a	fraction	of	the	time.	If	you	dont	have	an	electric	air	pump,	you	can	try	using	a	battery-operated	air	pump.	These	are	not	as	fast	as	electric	air	pumps,	but	they	are	still	much	faster	than	manual	air	pumps.If	you	have	an	electric	air	pump,	make	sure	you	are	using	a	high-powered
air	pump.	You	want	a	model	capable	of	inflating	your	mattress	quickly.	A	low-powered	air	pump	will	take	much	longer	to	fill	up	your	mattress.	If	your	mattress	has	an	inbuilt	pump,	make	sure	it	is	set	to	high	power.Using	a	manual	air	pump,	you	can	inflate	your	mattress	in	stages.	This	means	inflating	the	mattress	partially,	then	taking	a	break.	This
will	help	prevent	you	from	getting	too	tired	and	make	the	process	go	much	faster.If	you	are	in	a	hurry,	it	is	easy	to	make	mistakes.	You	may	not	notice	a	small	hole	in	the	mattress	until	it	is	too	late.	It	is	better	to	take	your	time	and	inflate	the	mattress	properly	than	to	try	and	hurry	through	the	process.How	long	you	should	inflate	an	air	mattress	will
depend	on	a	few	factors,	such	as	the	type	of	air	mattress	you	have	and	the	pressure	you	are	inflating	it	to.You	should	expect	to	spend	about	10	minutes	inflating	an	air	mattress.	Follow	the	tips	above	to	reduce	the	time	it	takes	to	fill	your	mattress.	Most	importantly,	ensure	you	take	your	time	and	inflate	the	mattress	safely	to	avoid	accidents.You	Can
Also	Read:	If	youve	found	yourself	on	my	step-by-step	guide	to	inflating	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump,	the	chances	are	youve	already	invested	your	hard-earned	money	on	a	new	bed	to	take	camping	or	put	in	your	temporary	sleeping	accommodation.	Air	mattresses	are	a	brilliant	and	convenient	way	to	sleep	if	youre	traveling,	decorating,	or
putting	up	guests	for	the	weekend.	The	fun	part	comes	when	it	is	time	to	inflate	them	because	even	the	ones	with	a	built-in	pump	can	require	some	special	instructions.	Lets	face	it-the	little	booklets	you	get	in	the	box	arent	always	the	most	straightforward	to	understand.	So,	in	this	guide,	I	will	explain	how	to	safely	inflate	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in
pump,	whether	you	have	access	to	power	or	not.	So,	no	matter	where	you	plan	to	inflate	your	air	bed,	youll	have	it	blown	up	and	ready	for	use	in	no	time.	Lets	jump	straight	in.	The	actual	inflation	process	of	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump	is	pretty	straightforward.	Just	follow	the	simple	steps	below	to	have	your	air	bed	blown	up	in	no	time.	Before
you	plug	in	your	air	mattress,	ensure	its	in	a	large	enough	space	to	expand	and	not	near	anything	that	could	puncture	it.	You	should	also	ensure	nothing	in	the	way	that	could	be	knocked	over	as	the	mattress	increases	in	size.	Next,	youll	need	to	find	the	valve	and	the	power	cord	to	plug	it	into	the	main	power	source.	The	cable	is	usually	wrapped	away
near	the	pump.	Once	youve	got	it,	unravel	the	cord	and	plug	it	into	the	nearest	socket.	Sometimes,	you	may	need	an	extension	lead	to	reach	if	the	cable	is	too	short.	Youll	see	the	control	panel	has	a	couple	of	options	on	it.	Switch	the	control	or	button	to	Inflate,	stand	back,	and	watch	the	mattress	begin	to	increase	in	size.	In	most	cases,	this	only	takes
a	few	minutes.	Once	your	mattress	is	around	90%	of	its	total	capacity,	you	can	unplug	the	cord	and	wrap	it	back	up.	You	should	give	your	mattress	the	once	over	and	check	it	has	no	tears	or	leaks.	If	theres	a	leak,	you	might	be	able	to	hear	air	escaping	when	you	lie	or	sit	on	the	mattress.	Once	your	mattress	is	inflated	and	youve	ensured	theres	no	air
leaking	or	damage,	you	can	add	bedding	or	any	other	accessories,	such	as	mattress	toppers,	to	increase	comfort.	Adding	toppers	and	sheets	can	help	to	protect	your	air	mattress	from	wear	and	tear.	If	youve	taken	your	air	mattress	camping	or	for	napping	in	the	back	of	a	truck,	you	might	not	have	access	to	a	power	source	to	connect	it	to.	In	this	case,
youll	need	to	find	an	alternative	method	to	inflate	your	air	bed.	Thankfully,	there	are	a	few	options	available.	Although	it	might	take	a	lot	longer,	its	still	a	good	option	if	you	find	yourself	without	power,	so	keeping	a	manual	foot	pump	in	the	trunk	of	your	car	is	always	a	wise	move.	These	can	be	connected	to	the	manual	valve	of	your	air	mattress.	Then,
you	can	manually	inflate	the	bed	using	your	foot	(and	some	cardio	and	stamina).	If	you	have	an	air	mattress	with	a	12V	DC	connector	for	inflating,	you	can	easily	connect	this	to	your	truck	or	cars	built-in	cigarette	lighter.	However,	if	you	dont	have	one,	you	can	purchase	adapters,	which	Id	always	advise	having	anyway	in	emergencies.	Another	option
is	a	battery-operated	pump,	which	will	do	the	job	much	quicker	than	the	foot	pump.	The	great	thing	about	these	is	that	theyre	compact,	affordable,	and	portable,	so	you	dont	need	to	worry	about	locating	an	electrical	source.	You	can	find	more	practical	and	some	more	unusual	ways	to	pump	up	your	bed	in	this	guide	to	inflating	your	air	mattress
without	a	pump.	Lets	see	what	other	air	bed	owners	are	asking	when	it	comes	to	putting	up	their	air	bed	for	the	night.	Once	you	have	plugged	the	cord	into	the	main	power	source,	turn	the	switch	to	inflate,	stand	back,	and	allow	the	mattress	to	expand	to	around	90%	capacity.The	time	depends	on	the	size	and	brand	of	your	air	mattress,	but	generally
speaking,	it	takes	between	three	and	five	minutes	to	inflate	an	air	bed.Although	air	mattresses	with	a	built-in	pump	should	be	used	as	the	manual	instructs,	it	is	possible	to	use	a	manual	pump	on	particular	air	mattresses.	However,	its	essential	to	read	the	safety	instructions	of	both	products	before	attempting	a	manual	inflation.Some	air	mattresses
have	varied	firmness	options.	However,	one	simple	way	to	adjust	the	firmness	to	your	liking	is	simply	to	turn	off	the	power	when	it	reaches	your	desired	level	of	comfort.	So	there	we	have	it;	there	are	many	ways	to	inflate	your	air	mattress,	especially	when	it	has	a	built-in	pump.	Simply	connect,	plug,	and	go.	However,	if	you	ever	come	unstuck	and
find	yourself	at	a	loss	for	power,	there	are	still	plenty	of	ways	to	get	your	mattress	to	full	comfort	using	other	simple	and	affordable	measures.	Always	thoroughly	read	the	instruction	manuals	on	the	air	mattress	and	any	separate	pumps	you	have	purchased	before	inflating,	and	be	careful	not	to	overinflate.	Remember,	air	mattresses	should	only	be
inflated	to	around	90%	of	their	total	capacity.	An	air	mattress	typically	takes	5	to	15	minutes	to	inflate.	The	exact	time	depends	on	the	mattress	size	and	the	pump	type.	Investing	in	a	quality	air	mattress	can	make	all	the	difference	for	a	comfortable	nights	sleep,	whether	youre	camping	under	the	stars	or	accommodating	guests	at	home.	The	ease	and
speed	with	which	an	air	mattress	inflates	are	crucial	for	convenience	and	practicality.	With	a	range	of	options	on	the	market,	including	self-inflating	mats	and	those	requiring	external	pumps,	times	can	vary.	Understanding	the	specifics	of	inflating	your	air	mattress	not	only	prepares	you	for	a	hassle-free	setup	but	also	helps	preserve	the	longevity	and
performance	of	your	inflatable	bed.	Keep	in	mind,	that	consistent	inflation	times	not	only	enhance	your	experience	but	are	a	testament	to	the	durable	design	and	reliable	construction	of	a	good	air	mattress.	Always	check	the	manufacturers	instructions	for	the	best	results	and	to	ensure	youre	ready	for	restful	slumber	in	no	time.	Credit:	www.cnn.com
The	air	mattress	is	a	multi-purpose	sleeping	solution.	You	can	use	it	for	guests,	camping,	or	travel.	Its	design	allows	for	quick	and	easy	inflation.	With	a	durable	material	like	PVC	or	rubber,	an	air	mattress	can	withstand	wear	and	tear.	Many	come	with	a	built-in	pump,	making	them	ready	in	minutes.	The	versatility	of	an	air	mattress	means	it	fits	many
needs.	For	campers,	it	brings	comfort	to	the	outdoors.	For	home	use,	it	is	a	space-saving	option	for	overnight	visitors.	Its	materials	are	chosen	for	longevity	and	comfort.	This	ensures	a	good	nights	rest	wherever	its	used.	The	time	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	depends	on	its	size.	A	single-size	mattress	might	inflate	in	just	a	few	minutes.	A	larger	queen	or
king	mattress	will	take	more	time.	Different	pump	types	affect	inflation	speed.	Electric	pumps	are	faster	than	manual	pumps.	An	electric	pump	can	fill	a	mattress	in	about	3	to	5	minutes.	With	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	15	minutes	or	more.	Power	sources	also	play	a	role.	Pumps	plugged	into	wall	outlets	supply	steady	power	and	inflate	fast.	Battery-
operated	pumps	might	be	slower	and	depend	on	the	battery	life.	Manually	inflating	an	air	mattress	can	be	a	tedious	task.	It	requires	physical	effort	and	time.	Electric	pumps,	on	the	other	hand,	offer	a	hands-free	solution.	They	can	inflate	a	mattress	quickly,	usually	within	minutes.	FeatureManual	PumpElectric	PumpTime	to	Inflate15-30	minutes3-5
minutesEase	of	UseMore	effort	requiredEffortlessPortabilityLightweight,	easy	to	carryThe	bulkier	needs	a	power	source	For	regular	travelers,	a	manual	pump	is	easy	to	carry.	Its	the	best	choice.	But	for	quick	setup,	an	electric	pump	is	ideal.	No	heavy	lifting	is	needed.	Credit:	www.amazon.com	Ensuring	everything	is	ready	before	inflating	can	save
time.	Check	the	air	mattress	for	holes	or	damages	first.	A	smooth	and	flat	surface	prevents	unnecessary	punctures.	Make	sure	the	inflation	valve	is	clear	for	air	to	pass	freely.	Using	the	right	pump	makes	a	big	difference.	A	built-in	pump	inflates	mattresses	faster	than	external	pumps.	Ensure	that	the	pump	is	fully	charged	or	plugged	in	for	optimal
performance.	Match	the	pumps	nozzle	with	the	air	mattress	valve	for	a	secure	fit.	Temperature	affects	inflation	time.	Cold	air	makes	the	material	stiff,	leading	to	slower	inflation.	Inflate	in	a	warm	environment	for	quicker	results.	Dont	over-inflate,	as	warm	air	can	expand	within	the	mattress.	Maintaining	your	air	mattress	requires	consistent	care.
Regular	care	ensures	peak	performance	and	comfort.	Dust	it	off	with	a	cloth	frequently.	Keep	it	away	from	sharp	objects	and	extreme	temperatures	that	could	damage	it.	For	deflation	and	storage,	avoid	rushing	the	process.	Use	the	built-in	pump	if	available,	or	a	hand	pump.	Fold	the	mattress	gently,	avoiding	sharp	creases.	Store	in	a	cool,	dry	place,
ideally	in	a	protective	bag.	To	prolong	mattress	life,	limit	the	weight	capacity	to	what	is	recommended.	Never	over-inflate,	as	this	can	cause	tears.	Use	a	topper	for	added	protection	and	comfort.	Regularly	check	for	leaks	or	damage,	repairing	promptly	to	prevent	worsening.	Credit:	www.ebay.com	Leaks	and	punctures	can	cause	air	mattresses	to
inflate	slowly	or	not	at	all.	Spotting	holes	early	prevents	bigger	issues.	To	patch	a	leak,	deflate	the	mattress.	Clean	around	the	hole.	Apply	a	repair	patch	or	adhesive.	Maintaining	consistent	firmness	is	crucial	for	comfort.	Ambient	temperature	affects	air	pressure.	Cold	air	shrinks,	and	warm	air	expands.	Adjust	firmness	by	adding	or	releasing	air	when
temperature	changes.	Power	and	pump	failures	hinder	inflation.	Ensure	the	pump	is	properly	connected.	Check	for	any	power	supply	issues.	Use	the	correct	adapter.	A	functional	pump	is	key.	Inflating	an	air	mattress	typically	takes	between	2	to	5	minutes.	The	time	can	vary	based	on	the	size	of	the	mattress	and	the	pump	used.	Manual	pumps	may
take	longer,	while	electric	pumps	can	inflate	a	mattress	more	quickly.	To	speed	up	inflation,	ensure	that	the	pump	is	fully	charged	or	plugged	in.	Use	a	pump	with	a	higher	power	output	specifically	designed	for	air	mattress	inflation.	Avoid	partially	inflating	the	mattress,	as	it	slows	down	the	overall	process.	Several	factors	affect	inflation	time,
including	the	pump	type	(electric	vs.	manual),	the	size	of	the	mattress,	and	the	desired	firmness	level.	A	larger	mattress	or	a	higher	firmness	setting	will	require	more	air,	hence	a	longer	time.	Overinflating	an	air	mattress	can	lead	to	damage	or	bursts,	compromising	its	lifespan	and	comfort.	Always	follow	the	manufacturers	instructions	regarding	the
recommended	inflation	level	to	ensure	safety	and	maintain	the	mattresss	integrity.	Wrapping	up,	and	inflating	an	air	mattress	varies	by	model	and	pump	efficiency.	Typically,	it	takes	2-5	minutes.	Remember,	your	inflating	time	hinges	on	factors	like	mattress	size	and	pump	type.	Its	vital	to	follow	the	manufacturers	instructions	for	optimal	setup	and
longevity.	Sweet	dreams	on	your	swiftly	prepared	air	bed!	Proper	air	mattress	inflation	is	the	key	to	a	great	nights	sleep.	Under-inflating	your	air	mattress	can	make	the	bed	uncomfortable,	while	also	damaging	the	internal	beams.	On	the	other	hand,	over-inflating	your	mattress	can	expand	the	material,	affecting	the	overall	lifespan	of	the	product.	To
make	sure	your	bed	isnt	under-	or	over-inflated,	follow	this	guide	as	you	set	up	your	mattress.	How	to	Inflate	an	Air	Mattress	Before	you	begin,	read	through	your	manual	to	familiarize	yourself	with	all	the	setup	information.	Identify	how	you	are	meant	to	inflate	the	bed	a	separate	air	pump	or	a	built-in	one.	Handheld	Air	Pump	(Manual	or	Electric)	1.
Locate	the	air	valve	on	your	bed	and	open	the	cover.	Most	Bestway	air	mattresses	feature	a	large	quick	release	valve,	featuring	two	caps	one	for	inflation	and	one	for	deflation	so	make	sure	you	are	opening	the	correct	cover.	2.	Place	the	air	pump	nozzle	into	the	valve.	Make	sure	that	the	nozzle	of	the	pump	forms	a	tight	seal	to	prevent	air	from
escaping	as	you	inflate	the	bed.	3.	Turn	the	pump	on	or	begin	pumping.	Go	slowly	and	monitor	the	inflation	process	to	make	sure	the	bed	is	being	inflated	to	the	correct	level	(more	on	that	below).	4.	Replace	the	valve	cover	and	enjoy!	Built-In	Pump	(Electric)	1.	Plug	the	mattress	into	the	correct	power	source.	Be	sure	to	reference	the	manual	for	the
appropriate	power	source	before	beginning	the	set-up	process.	2.	Turn	the	pump	on.	Monitor	the	inflation	process	to	make	sure	the	bed	is	being	inflated	to	the	correct	level	(more	on	that	below).	3.	Turn	the	pump	off	and	enjoy!	How	to	Avoid	Under-	and	Over-Inflation	The	easiest	way	to	make	sure	you	have	filled	your	mattress	to	the	appropriate	level
is	to	check	it	by	hand.	Place	your	hand	and	a	little	bit	of	body	weight	onto	the	mattress.	The	perfect	pressure	level	should	give	a	tiny	bit	under	your	body	weight.	If	it	sags	under	your	weight,	it	needs	more	air.	If	it	is	firm	to	the	touch	and	even	bulges	or	stretches	in	some	areas,	then	it	needs	to	release	some	air.	It	is	totally	normal	for	your	mattress	to
feel	like	its	losing	some	air	throughout	the	night,	especially	on	its	first	few	uses.	This	is	simply	a	sign	of	the	material	stretching	around	your	body.	Simply	reinflate	the	bed	until	it	reaches	your	desired	firmness	again.	This	should	only	happen	the	first	couple	of	times	that	you	use	it,	so	dont	worry!Check	out	Bestways	large	selection	of	air	mattresses	and
find	the	one	thats	best	for	you!	Bestway	Every	article	is	researched	and	created	by	experienced	copywriters,	product	and	industry	experts	and	outdoor	enthusiasts	who	want	to	enrich	your	life	with	fun,	adventure	and	happiness!	Follow	Bestway	USA	on	Facebook,	Instagramand	TikTokfor	more!	Open	the	valve	cover	on	the	side	of	the	air
mattress.Place	an	electric	or	manual	pump	inside	of	the	valve.Turn	on	the	pump	or	start	pumping	it	by	hand.Seal	the	valve	once	the	mattress	feels	firm	to	the	touch.1Open	the	valve	cover.	Most	air	mattresses	either	have	a	one-way	air	valve	(which	allows	air	to	easily	enter	the	mattress,	but	not	leave	it)	or	a	simple	hole	somewhere	on	the	side	of	the
mattress.	Locate	the	cover	and	remove	the	protective	cap.Some	modern	air	mattresses	have	pumps	built	into	them	on	the	side.	If	your	mattress	has	a	built-in	pump,	then	it	most	likely	wont	have	a	valve	cover	that	you	need	to	open.	2Insert	an	air	pump	into	the	valve.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	an	electric	pump,	but	you	can	also	use	a	hand	pump	or
foot	pump.	Insert	the	pump's	nozzle	into	the	hole	or	valve	opening.	Push	the	pump	firmly	into	the	hole	so	it	makes	a	tight	seal	with	the	material	around	the	valve.	If	it	doesn't,	there's	a	chance	that	air	may	escape	around	the	pump,	making	it	harder	to	fully	inflate	the	mattress.[1]If	youre	using	a	pump	that	doesnt	get	a	tight	seal	around	the	valve,	try
wrapping	duct	tape	around	the	pump	nozzle	until	it	stays	firmly	seated	in	the	valve.	Advertisement	3Turn	on	an	electric	pump	to	inflate	the	air	mattress.	Plug	in	the	electric	air	pump	or	make	sure	it	has	battery	power,	and	then	turn	it	on.	The	mattress	will	immediately	begin	to	inflate.	Keep	it	running	until	the	mattress	feels	firm	but	gives	slightly	when
you	put	weight	on	it.[2]Inflation	time:	3-5	minutes	if	its	plugged	in,	5-10	minutes	if	its	battery-poweredElectric	pumps	are	usually	quite	loud,	so	avoid	running	them	near	where	others	are	sleeping.Be	careful	not	to	over-inflate	the	air	mattress	because	its	more	likely	to	form	leaks.	If	the	mattress	is	solid	and	doesnt	flex	when	you	lie	down,	then	let	some
of	the	air	out.4Pump	by	hand	or	foot	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump.	If	you	have	an	older	air	mattress	or	you	lost	your	electric	pump,	you	may	only	have	a	manual	pump	at	your	disposal.	For	a	hand	pump,	move	the	handle	up	and	down	to	inflate	the	mattress.	With	a	foot	pump,	step	down	on	the	pedal	repeatedly	to	force	air	into	the	mattress.Inflation
time:	10-15	minutes5Screw	the	valve	cover	back	on.	Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated	and	firm	to	the	touch,	remove	the	pump,	and	then	screw	the	valve	or	hole	cap	back	on	to	trap	the	air	inside.	Grab	some	sheets,	blankets,	and	pillows	to	make	your	bed	and	get	ready	to	fall	asleep!Air	mattresses	with	one-way	valves	automatically	trap	air	inside,	but
it's	still	a	good	idea	to	screw	the	cap	back	on	to	provide	another	layer	of	protection	against	deflation.Mattresses	with	simple	air	holes	and	no	valves	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate	as	soon	as	the	pump	is	removed,	so	screw	the	cap	back	on	as	quickly	as	possible.	Advertisement	1Use	a	hair	dryer	if	there	is	no	pump	available.	If	you	don't	have	any
pump	to	inflate	your	mattress,	an	electric	hair	dryer	can	do	the	trick.	Simply	turn	the	hair	dryer	on	the	coldest	setting	and	hold	it	against	the	open	valve	hole	to	begin	filling	the	mattress.	If	the	hair	dryer	won't	perfectly	fit	into	the	air	valve,	then	try	cupping	your	hand	around	the	nozzle	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.[3]Inflation	time:	4-5	minutesBe
sure	to	use	cool	air.	Most	air	mattresses	are	made	from	plastic	or	vinyl,	which	can	sometimes	melt	or	deform	if	you	use	a	high	heat	setting.2Use	a	vacuum	cleaner	or	shop	vac	if	it	has	a	blow	function.	Many	shop	vacuums	have	a	function	that	blows	out	air	instead	of	having	normal	suction.	Hold	the	nozzle	up	to	the	air	hole	or	valve,	and	turn	it	on	to
inflate	your	air	mattress.Inflation	time:	5-6	minutesIf	you	have	an	ordinary	home	vacuum	cleaner,	remove	the	bag	and	connect	a	long,	narrow	cleaning	nozzle	to	the	hole	that	the	bag	was	originally	attached	to.	Air	will	shoot	out	of	this	nozzle	so	you	can	use	it	to	inflate	your	mattress.Alternatively,	take	the	air	mattress	outside	and	blow	into	the	valve
opening	with	a	leaf	blower.3Use	a	garbage	bag	for	a	cheap	alternative.	First,	open	a	large	garbage	bag	and	swing	it	up	and	down	to	catch	plenty	of	air	inside.	Hold	the	bag	closed	to	trap	the	air.	Bring	the	bag	up	to	your	mattress's	air	hole	and	hold	the	open	end	of	the	bag	around	it.	Squeeze	the	bag	to	force	the	air	out	and	into	the	mattress.	Refill	the
bag	and	continue	filling	the	mattress	until	its	full.[4]Inflation	time:	5-10	minutesIf	you	have	a	choice,	use	heavy-duty	trash	bags	for	this	method.	Weaker	bags	are	vulnerable	to	popping	under	your	weight4Use	a	bike	or	tire	pump.	If	you've	biked	or	driven	to	the	place	where	you're	using	your	air	mattress,	use	the	pump	you	brought	with	you.	Use	a
suitable	adapter	nozzle	to	fit	into	the	air	mattresss	intake	valve.	Then,	pump	the	air	mattress	up	the	same	way	that	you	would	for	your	tires.Inflation	time:	10-15	minutes5Inflate	the	mattress	with	your	breath	as	a	last	resort.	If	you	can't	find	any	objects	to	help	you	inflate	your	mattress,	take	a	deep	breath	and	try	the	old-fashioned	way.	Use	soap	or
sanitizer	to	ensure	the	mattress's	air	hole	is	clean,	then	simply	put	your	mouth	against	it	and	blow	air	into	it.	Keep	blowing	into	the	mattress	until	its	full	and	firm.Inflation	time:	15-30	minutesIf	you	see	stars	or	you	feel	dizzy,	stop	and	cover	the	hole	so	you	can	catch	your	breath.If	your	air	mattress	doesn't	have	a	one-way	valve,	keep	your	mouth
pressed	into	the	air	hole	and	close	your	throat	to	keep	air	from	blowing	back	out.	Breathe	in	through	your	nose	instead	of	using	your	mouth.Using	your	breath	also	introduces	moisture	to	the	inside	of	your	mattress,	which	could	cause	mold	to	grow.	Advertisement	1Refill	the	air	mattress	right	before	you	go	to	bed.	The	first	few	times	you	use	an	air
mattress,	the	material	stretches	and	it	may	lose	some	firmness.	Check	the	air	mattress	before	you	lie	down,	and	inflate	it	again	if	it	doesnt	feel	firm	enough.[5]Air	mattresses	are	usually	completely	stretched	after	2-3	uses.2Avoid	excessive	weight	on	the	mattress.	Each	air	mattress	has	a	weight	limit,	and	putting	more	weight	on	the	mattress	could
cause	it	to	lose	air.	Check	the	weight	limit	of	the	air	mattress	youre	using,	and	make	sure	that	you	stay	below	the	limit	so	your	bed	stays	inflated	through	the	entire	night.3Patch	any	leaks	or	holes	that	you	find.	If	your	air	mattress	slowly	deflates	throughout	the	night,	there	may	be	a	leak.	To	find	the	leak,	wet	the	surface	with	soapy	water	while	the
mattress	is	inflated	and	look	where	bubbles	are	forming.	Deflate	your	mattress,	and	use	a	[patch	kit]	to	cover	the	hole.	Allow	the	patch	to	set	for	the	time	listed	on	the	packaging	before	re-inflating	the	mattress	again.[6]In	a	pinch,	covering	the	hole	with	duct	tape,	hot	glue,	or	super	glue	are	all	good	temporary	fixes	to	get	you	through	the	night.Mark
the	leak	with	a	marker	so	you	are	able	to	find	it	again	when	you	make	your	repairs.	Advertisement	1Unscrew	the	valve	cover.	When	you're	done	sleeping	on	your	air	mattress	and	want	to	stow	it	for	storage,	unscrew	the	air	hole	cover.	If	your	mattress	has	a	simple	air	hole,	it	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate.	However,	air	mattresses	with	one-way
valves	may	require	slightly	more	action	on	your	part.	If	your	mattress	doesn't	immediately	start	deflating,	try	one	of	the	following	tips:Look	for	an	air-release	switch	to	flip.Turn	an	air-release	mechanism	on	the	valve	to	let	air	escape.Unscrew	the	valve	itself	from	its	housing.2Fold	or	roll	the	mattress	to	force	air	out.	As	air	drains	from	your	mattress,	it
will	eventually	settle	into	a	mostly-deflated	state.	To	get	all	of	the	air	out,	start	to	fold	or	roll	the	mattress	starting	from	the	end	opposite	of	the	air	hole.	Fold	the	mattress	toward	the	hole	so	it	takes	up	minimal	space	when	it's	completely	deflated.To	force	absolutely	all	of	the	air	out	of	the	mattress,	try	making	small,	tight	folds	or	rolls	like	you	might	do
to	force	toothpaste	out	of	its	tube.3Use	a	vacuum	to	save	time.	If	you'd	like	to	speed	up	the	deflating	process,	try	using	a	vacuum	to	quickly	pull	air	out	of	the	mattress.	You	can	use	an	ordinary	home	vacuum,	a	shop	vacuum,	or	any	other	machine	that	can	create	a	suction	for	this	purpose.	Simply	open	the	air	hole,	wait	for	air	to	begin	leaving	the
mattress,	and	hold	the	vacuum	hose	or	nozzle	over	the	hole	to	speed	up	the	deflation.[7]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	I	know	if	I	have	too	much	air	in	my	air	mattress?	The	best	way	to	tell	is	just	by	feeling	and	looking	at	the	mattress.	If	the	mattress	is	rock	solid,	then	you	have	too	much	air,	as	adding	any	more	weight	will	cause
it	to	pop.	Also	look	to	see	bulging	or	stress	marks	to	see	if	the	plastic	is	stretching.	Remember,	once	you	lie	down	on	the	mattress,	it	will	feel	a	little	firmer	as	you	displace	the	air.	Question	Our	air	mattress	keeps	losing	air,	though	we've	only	had	it	for	a	week.	We	keep	re-filling	it,	and	we	do	lock	the	valve.	What's	wrong?	All	air	mattresses	loose	air
naturally,	but	if	it's	going	flat	in	less	than	a	day	you	probably	have	a	leak	and	need	to	patch	it.	Question	How	do	I	know	when	the	air	mattress	is	full?	The	mattress	is	full	when	it's	as	firm	or	soft	as	you	want.	To	prevent	overfilling,	most	pumps	will	make	a	higher-pitched,	louder	noise	when	the	mattress	is	full.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question
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Thanks."	Share	your	story	An	air	mattress	is	an	inflatable	mattress,	which	is	usually	made	of	PVC.	The	average	air	mattress	will	take	about	10	minutes	to	inflate.	However,	there	are	some	air	mattresses	that	can	take	up	to	30	minutes	to	inflate.	If	you	are	using	an	air	mattress	for	the	first	time,	it	is	important	to	read	the	instructions	that	come	with	the
mattress.	This	will	help	you	to	understand	how	long	it	should	take	to	inflate	the	mattress.	So,	how	long	does	an	air	mattress	take	to	inflate?	It	is	best	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	slowly.	Depending	on	the	size	of	the	mattress,	it	can	take	anywhere	from	a	few	minutes	to	half	an	hour	to	fully	inflate.	Lets	dig	into	it	and	see	what	secrets	it	holds.	If	youve	ever
wondered	how	long	it	takes	to	inflate	a	mattress,	youre	not	alone.	Its	a	common	question,	and	one	that	doesnt	have	a	straightforward	answer.	The	truth	is,	it	depends	on	the	type	of	mattress	you	have.	For	example,	a	memory	foam	mattress	will	take	longer	to	inflate	than	an	air	mattress.	However,	in	general,	you	can	expect	a	mattress	to	take	anywhere
from	24	to	48	hours	to	fully	inflate.	So,	if	youre	in	a	hurry,	you	might	want	to	consider	an	air	mattress	instead.	Of	course,	there	are	always	exceptions	to	the	rule.	If	you	have	a	particularly	high-end	mattress,	it	could	take	longer	to	inflate.	Or,	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	a	bit	longer	than	if	youre	using	an	electric	pump.	Either	way,	the
important	thing	to	remember	is	to	be	patient.	Your	mattress	will	eventually	reach	its	full	size,	and	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	a	good	nights	sleep.	Along	with,	Waiting	24-48	hours	is	standard	for	a	memory	foam	mattress	to	completely	take	on	its	full	shape.	The	reason	manufacturers	give	this	instruction	is	to	cover	their	responsibility.	They	prefer	customers
to	wait	24	hours	to	allow	for	the	expansion	process	to	be	completed.	When	it	comes	to	inflating	an	air	mattress,	there	is	no	one-size-fits-all	answer.	The	amount	of	time	it	takes	to	fully	inflate	your	mattress	will	depend	on	the	size	of	the	mattress,	the	type	of	pump	you	are	using,	and	your	own	personal	preferences.	If	you	are	using	a	manual	pump,	it	can
take	upwards	of	10	minutes	to	fully	inflate	a	queen-sized	air	mattress.	However,	if	you	are	using	an	electronic	or	battery-operated	pump,	the	process	will	take	mere	minutes.	Once	your	mattress	is	inflated,	take	a	few	minutes	to	adjust	the	firmness	to	your	liking.	Most	air	mattresses	have	a	built-in	valve	that	allows	you	to	let	out	air	if	the	mattress	is	too
firm,	or	add	more	air	if	it	is	not	firm	enough.	As	a	general	rule	of	thumb,	we	recommend	inflating	your	air	mattress	to	a	pressure	that	is	comfortable	for	you.	If	you	are	unsure	of	how	much	air	to	add,	start	with	less	air	and	add	more	until	you	find	the	perfect	level	of	firmness.	If	youve	ever	tried	sleeping	on	an	air	mattress,	you	know	that	its	not	the	most
comfortable	experience.	The	mattress	is	usually	too	soft,	and	you	can	feel	every	little	movement.	This	can	make	it	difficult	to	get	a	good	nights	sleep.	So,	can	you	sleep	on	an	air	mattress	right	away?	The	answer	is	no.	Its	not	a	good	idea	to	sleep	on	an	air	mattress	for	more	than	a	few	nights.	Long-term	use	can	lead	to	back	pain	and	stiffness.	Without
adequate	support,	your	spine	will	be	out	of	alignment,	and	so	you	wont	have	a	restorative	sleep.	If	you	need	a	mattress	for	a	short-term	stay,	an	air	mattress	might	be	okay.	But	for	long-term	use,	its	best	to	invest	in	a	more	comfortable	and	supportive	option.	Moreover,	An	inflatable	mattress	is	not	as	supportive	as	a	regular	mattress.	This	means	that	it
might	be	okay	to	sleep	on	it	once	in	a	while,	but	if	you	use	it	all	the	time,	you	might	start	to	have	back	pain	and	stiffness.	This	is	because	without	adequate	support,	your	spine	will	be	out	of	alignment,	and	so	you	wont	have	a	restorative	sleep.	The	answer	may	seem	obvious	using	an	air	pump	but	there	are	a	few	tricks	to	get	the	job	done	quickly	and
efficiently.	Here	are	a	few	tips	to	get	your	air	mattress	inflated	in	no	time:	If	you	have	an	electric	air	pump,	make	sure	to	plug	it	in	and	turn	it	on	before	you	start	inflating	the	mattress.	If	youre	using	a	manual	air	pump,	start	pumping	as	soon	as	you	start	to	inflate	the	mattress.	Inflate	the	mattress	in	short	bursts,	and	then	stop	to	check	the	progress.
This	will	help	you	avoid	over-inflating	the	mattress.	Once	the	mattress	is	inflated,	close	the	valve	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.	Assuming	you	want	an	answer	to	the	question	in	the	title:	It	takes	about	10-15	minutes	to	inflate	an	Intex	air	mattress	using	an	air	pump.	The	time	it	takes	to	inflate	the	mattress	will	depend	on	the	size	of	the	mattress	and
the	power	of	the	air	pump.	If	you	have	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump,	you	can	inflate	it	without	electricity	by	using	a	manual	pump.	To	do	this,	first,	make	sure	that	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress	is	open.	Then,	attach	the	manual	pump	to	the	valve.	Pump	the	manual	pump	until	the	air	mattress	is	inflated	to	the	desired	level.	Do	you	have	an	air
mattress	with	a	built-in	pump?	If	so,	you	may	be	wondering	how	to	inflate	it.	Here	are	some	simple	instructions:	First,	find	an	outlet	and	plug	in	the	air	mattress	pump.	Then,	open	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	You	will	hear	the	pump	start	to	work.	Next,	lie	down	on	the	air	mattress	and	begin	to	pump	it	up.	The	pump	will	do	most	of	the	work	for	you.
Just	be	sure	to	stop	pumping	when	the	mattress	is	full.	Finally,	close	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	This	will	prevent	air	from	escaping.	And	thats	it!	Youve	now	successfully	inflated	your	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	This	is	a	question	that	we	get	asked	a	lot	here	at	the	blog.	And	the	answer	is	yes!	You	can	inflate	an	air	mattress	while	laying	on	it.
Heres	how:	1.	Make	sure	that	the	air	mattress	is	fully	inflated	before	you	start.	2.	Lay	down	on	the	air	mattress	and	position	yourself	so	that	you	are	comfortable.	3.	Use	your	body	weight	to	slowly	push	the	air	out	of	the	mattress.	4.	Once	the	air	is	out,	you	can	start	inflating	the	mattress	again.	5.	Repeat	this	process	until	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated.
Its	really	that	simple!	So	next	time	youre	wondering	how	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	while	youre	already	on	it,	just	follow	these	steps	and	youll	be	fine.	If	youve	ever	found	yourself	in	a	situation	where	you	need	to	inflate	an	air	bed	but	dont	have	a	pump	on	hand,	youre	not	alone.	Its	a	common	problem	that	can	often	be	solved	with	a	little	ingenuity	and
some	common	household	items.	Here	are	a	few	tips	on	how	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump:	1.	Use	a	vacuum	cleaner.	If	you	have	a	vacuum	cleaner	with	a	hose	attachment,	you	can	use	it	to	suck	the	air	out	of	the	bed.	Just	make	sure	that	you	seal	the	end	of	the	hose	tightly	around	the	beds	valve.	2.	Use	a	straw.	Another	option	is	to	use	a	straw	to
suck	the	air	out	of	the	bed.	This	can	be	a	bit	more	difficult	than	using	a	vacuum	cleaner,	but	its	definitely	doable.	3.	Use	your	mouth.	This	is	probably	the	most	old-fashioned	way	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump,	but	it	works.	Just	seal	your	lips	around	the	beds	valve	and	blow.	4.	Use	a	balloon.	If	you	have	a	balloon,	you	can	use	it	to	inflate	the	bed.
Just	tie	the	balloon	to	the	beds	valve	and	blow	it	up.	5.	Use	a	can	of	compressed	air.	This	is	probably	the	easiest	way	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump.	Just	point	the	nozzle	of	the	can	at	the	beds	valve	and	release	the	air.	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	ways	that	you	can	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump.	With	a	little	bit	of	creativity,	you	should	be	able
to	come	up	with	a	few	other	methods	as	well.	Assuming	you	are	talking	about	a	standard	air	mattress,	it	should	take	you	no	more	than	10	minutes	to	fully	inflate	the	mattress.	If	you	are	using	an	electric	pump,	it	will	take	less	time.	If	you	are	using	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	a	bit	longer.	A	self	inflating	pad	is	an	camping	essential	that	can	make	or
break	your	camping	trip.	If	you	dont	have	a	comfortable	place	to	sleep,	youre	not	going	to	have	a	good	time.	So,	how	long	does	a	self	inflating	pad	take	to	inflate?	It	depends	on	the	brand	and	model	of	self	inflating	pad	you	have.	Some	are	designed	to	inflate	in	as	little	as	30	seconds,	while	others	may	take	up	to	5	minutes.	If	youre	using	a	self	inflating
pad	for	the	first	time,	its	a	good	idea	to	read	the	instructions	that	come	with	it	so	you	know	how	long	it	should	take	to	inflate.	Once	your	self	inflating	pad	is	inflated,	it	should	be	firm	but	comfortable.	If	it	feels	too	firm,	you	can	adjust	the	amount	of	air	by	opening	the	valve	and	letting	some	out.	This	is	a	great	question	and	one	that	we	get	asked	a	lot!
The	answer	really	depends	on	how	often	you	plan	on	using	the	air	mattress	and	how	long	you	need	it	to	last.	If	you	plan	on	using	it	frequently,	we	recommend	inflating	and	deflating	the	mattress	every	few	days	to	prevent	the	material	from	weakening.	If	you	only	need	the	mattress	for	occasional	use,	inflating	it	once	a	month	should	be	sufficient.
However,	if	you	plan	on	leaving	the	mattress	inflated	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	we	recommend	checking	it	periodically	to	make	sure	that	it	is	still	inflated	to	your	desired	level.	No,	you	cannot	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress.	While	a	bike	pump	may	be	able	to	create	enough	air	pressure	to	fill	up	an	air	mattress,	it	is	not	designed	to	do
so	and	therefore	is	not	the	best	tool	for	the	job.	Inflating	an	air	mattress	with	a	bike	pump	can	be	difficult	and	time-consuming,	so	it	is	best	to	use	an	air	mattress	pump	that	is	specifically	designed	for	the	task.	If	youre	planning	on	using	an	air	mattress,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	know	before	you	inflate	it.	First,	make	sure	that	the	area	youre
planning	to	use	it	in	is	level	and	free	of	sharp	objects.	Once	youve	found	the	perfect	spot,	its	time	to	inflate	your	mattress.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	an	air	pump,	which	will	make	inflating	the	mattress	a	breeze.	However,	if	you	dont	have	an	air	pump,	you	can	still	inflate	your	mattress	using	a	few	household	items.	All	you	need	is	a	straw	and	a
balloon.	To	inflate	your	mattress	without	an	air	pump,	insert	the	straw	into	the	valve	on	the	mattress.	Then,	blow	into	the	straw	until	the	mattress	is	inflated	to	your	desired	level	of	firmness.	Finally,	remove	the	straw	and	seal	the	valve.	Now	that	you	know	how	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	youre	ready	to	enjoy	a	comfortable	nights	sleep.	Just	remember
to	deflate	the	mattress	before	you	store	it	away,	or	youll	be	dealing	with	a	flat	mattress	the	next	time	you	want	to	use	it.	FAQ	Assuming	you	would	like	tips	on	how	to	inflate	an	Intex	air	mattress,	here	are	a	few	tips:	-First,	make	sure	that	you	have	the	right	type	of	pump.	Youll	need	an	air	pump	that	is	designed	for	inflating	air	mattresses.	You	can	find
these	at	most	stores	that	sell	air	mattresses	or	online.	-Next,	locate	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	The	valve	is	usually	located	on	the	side	of	the	mattress.	-Once	you	have	located	the	valve,	attach	the	air	pump	to	the	valve.	-Now,	begin	inflating	the	mattress.	Start	by	inflating	the	mattress	to	about	half	of	its	full	size.	Then,	finish	inflating	the	mattress	to
its	full	size.	-Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated,	remove	the	air	pump	and	close	the	valve.	-Finally,	enjoy	your	newly	inflated	air	mattress!	Do	you	have	an	air	mattress	that	youre	not	quite	sure	if	its	full	or	not?	Here	are	a	few	quick	and	easy	ways	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full:	1.	The	most	obvious	way	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	is	by	looking	at
it.	If	the	mattress	is	completely	inflated	and	doesnt	have	any	wrinkles	or	sagging,	then	its	full.	2.	Another	way	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	is	by	feeling	it.	If	the	mattress	is	firm	to	the	touch	and	doesnt	give	when	you	press	on	it,	then	its	full.	3.	You	can	also	tell	if	an	air	mattress	is	full	by	listening	to	it.	If	you	dont	hear	any	air	hissing	out	of	the
mattress,	then	its	probably	full.	4.	Finally,	you	can	check	the	air	pressure	of	the	mattress	with	a	pressure	gauge.	If	the	pressure	is	at	the	recommended	level,	then	the	mattress	is	full.	If	you	follow	these	simple	tips,	youll	be	able	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	and	get	a	good	nights	sleep.	Assuming	you	dont	have	an	air	pump	and	need	to	use	a	bike
pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	here	are	a	few	tips:	Make	sure	the	bike	pump	is	compatible	with	the	air	mattress.	Some	pumps	have	different	nozzles	for	different	purposes.	If	possible,	use	the	highest	setting	on	the	bike	pump.	This	will	inflate	the	mattress	faster.	Pump	the	air	mattress	until	it	is	firm,	but	not	too	hard.	You	dont	want	it	to	be
uncomfortable	to	sleep	on.	With	these	tips,	you	should	be	able	to	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	successfully.	Most	people	dont	realize	that	you	can	inflate	a	Bestway	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	Heres	how:	1.	First,	find	the	inflation	valve	on	the	mattress.	Its	usually	located	near	the	center	of	the	mattress.	2.	Next,	locate	the	pump.	It
should	be	close	to	the	inflation	valve.	3.	Once	youve	found	the	pump,	insert	the	inflation	nozzle	into	the	valve.	4.	Finally,	turn	on	the	pump	and	watch	the	mattress	fill	up!	Related	Post:	An	air	mattress	is	an	inflatable	mattress,	which	is	usually	made	of	PVC.	The	average	air	mattress	will	take	about	10	minutes	to	inflate.	However,	there	are	some	air
mattresses	that	can	take	up	to	30	minutes	to	inflate.	If	you	are	using	an	air	mattress	for	the	first	time,	it	is	important	to	read	the	instructions	that	come	with	the	mattress.	This	will	help	you	to	understand	how	long	it	should	take	to	inflate	the	mattress.	So,	how	long	does	an	air	mattress	take	to	inflate?	It	is	best	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	slowly.
Depending	on	the	size	of	the	mattress,	it	can	take	anywhere	from	a	few	minutes	to	half	an	hour	to	fully	inflate.	Lets	dig	into	it	and	see	what	secrets	it	holds.	If	youve	ever	wondered	how	long	it	takes	to	inflate	a	mattress,	youre	not	alone.	Its	a	common	question,	and	one	that	doesnt	have	a	straightforward	answer.	The	truth	is,	it	depends	on	the	type	of
mattress	you	have.	For	example,	a	memory	foam	mattress	will	take	longer	to	inflate	than	an	air	mattress.	However,	in	general,	you	can	expect	a	mattress	to	take	anywhere	from	24	to	48	hours	to	fully	inflate.	So,	if	youre	in	a	hurry,	you	might	want	to	consider	an	air	mattress	instead.	Of	course,	there	are	always	exceptions	to	the	rule.	If	you	have	a
particularly	high-end	mattress,	it	could	take	longer	to	inflate.	Or,	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	a	bit	longer	than	if	youre	using	an	electric	pump.	Either	way,	the	important	thing	to	remember	is	to	be	patient.	Your	mattress	will	eventually	reach	its	full	size,	and	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	a	good	nights	sleep.	Along	with,	Waiting	24-48	hours	is
standard	for	a	memory	foam	mattress	to	completely	take	on	its	full	shape.	The	reason	manufacturers	give	this	instruction	is	to	cover	their	responsibility.	They	prefer	customers	to	wait	24	hours	to	allow	for	the	expansion	process	to	be	completed.	When	it	comes	to	inflating	an	air	mattress,	there	is	no	one-size-fits-all	answer.	The	amount	of	time	it	takes
to	fully	inflate	your	mattress	will	depend	on	the	size	of	the	mattress,	the	type	of	pump	you	are	using,	and	your	own	personal	preferences.	If	you	are	using	a	manual	pump,	it	can	take	upwards	of	10	minutes	to	fully	inflate	a	queen-sized	air	mattress.	However,	if	you	are	using	an	electronic	or	battery-operated	pump,	the	process	will	take	mere	minutes.
Once	your	mattress	is	inflated,	take	a	few	minutes	to	adjust	the	firmness	to	your	liking.	Most	air	mattresses	have	a	built-in	valve	that	allows	you	to	let	out	air	if	the	mattress	is	too	firm,	or	add	more	air	if	it	is	not	firm	enough.	As	a	general	rule	of	thumb,	we	recommend	inflating	your	air	mattress	to	a	pressure	that	is	comfortable	for	you.	If	you	are
unsure	of	how	much	air	to	add,	start	with	less	air	and	add	more	until	you	find	the	perfect	level	of	firmness.	If	youve	ever	tried	sleeping	on	an	air	mattress,	you	know	that	its	not	the	most	comfortable	experience.	The	mattress	is	usually	too	soft,	and	you	can	feel	every	little	movement.	This	can	make	it	difficult	to	get	a	good	nights	sleep.	So,	can	you
sleep	on	an	air	mattress	right	away?	The	answer	is	no.	Its	not	a	good	idea	to	sleep	on	an	air	mattress	for	more	than	a	few	nights.	Long-term	use	can	lead	to	back	pain	and	stiffness.	Without	adequate	support,	your	spine	will	be	out	of	alignment,	and	so	you	wont	have	a	restorative	sleep.	If	you	need	a	mattress	for	a	short-term	stay,	an	air	mattress	might
be	okay.	But	for	long-term	use,	its	best	to	invest	in	a	more	comfortable	and	supportive	option.	Moreover,	An	inflatable	mattress	is	not	as	supportive	as	a	regular	mattress.	This	means	that	it	might	be	okay	to	sleep	on	it	once	in	a	while,	but	if	you	use	it	all	the	time,	you	might	start	to	have	back	pain	and	stiffness.	This	is	because	without	adequate
support,	your	spine	will	be	out	of	alignment,	and	so	you	wont	have	a	restorative	sleep.	The	answer	may	seem	obvious	using	an	air	pump	but	there	are	a	few	tricks	to	get	the	job	done	quickly	and	efficiently.	Here	are	a	few	tips	to	get	your	air	mattress	inflated	in	no	time:	If	you	have	an	electric	air	pump,	make	sure	to	plug	it	in	and	turn	it	on	before	you
start	inflating	the	mattress.	If	youre	using	a	manual	air	pump,	start	pumping	as	soon	as	you	start	to	inflate	the	mattress.	Inflate	the	mattress	in	short	bursts,	and	then	stop	to	check	the	progress.	This	will	help	you	avoid	over-inflating	the	mattress.	Once	the	mattress	is	inflated,	close	the	valve	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.	Assuming	you	want	an
answer	to	the	question	in	the	title:	It	takes	about	10-15	minutes	to	inflate	an	Intex	air	mattress	using	an	air	pump.	The	time	it	takes	to	inflate	the	mattress	will	depend	on	the	size	of	the	mattress	and	the	power	of	the	air	pump.	If	you	have	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump,	you	can	inflate	it	without	electricity	by	using	a	manual	pump.	To	do	this,	first,
make	sure	that	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress	is	open.	Then,	attach	the	manual	pump	to	the	valve.	Pump	the	manual	pump	until	the	air	mattress	is	inflated	to	the	desired	level.	Do	you	have	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump?	If	so,	you	may	be	wondering	how	to	inflate	it.	Here	are	some	simple	instructions:	First,	find	an	outlet	and	plug	in	the	air
mattress	pump.	Then,	open	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	You	will	hear	the	pump	start	to	work.	Next,	lie	down	on	the	air	mattress	and	begin	to	pump	it	up.	The	pump	will	do	most	of	the	work	for	you.	Just	be	sure	to	stop	pumping	when	the	mattress	is	full.	Finally,	close	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	This	will	prevent	air	from	escaping.	And	thats	it!
Youve	now	successfully	inflated	your	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	This	is	a	question	that	we	get	asked	a	lot	here	at	the	blog.	And	the	answer	is	yes!	You	can	inflate	an	air	mattress	while	laying	on	it.	Heres	how:	1.	Make	sure	that	the	air	mattress	is	fully	inflated	before	you	start.	2.	Lay	down	on	the	air	mattress	and	position	yourself	so	that	you	are
comfortable.	3.	Use	your	body	weight	to	slowly	push	the	air	out	of	the	mattress.	4.	Once	the	air	is	out,	you	can	start	inflating	the	mattress	again.	5.	Repeat	this	process	until	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated.	Its	really	that	simple!	So	next	time	youre	wondering	how	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	while	youre	already	on	it,	just	follow	these	steps	and	youll	be	fine.
If	youve	ever	found	yourself	in	a	situation	where	you	need	to	inflate	an	air	bed	but	dont	have	a	pump	on	hand,	youre	not	alone.	Its	a	common	problem	that	can	often	be	solved	with	a	little	ingenuity	and	some	common	household	items.	Here	are	a	few	tips	on	how	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump:	1.	Use	a	vacuum	cleaner.	If	you	have	a	vacuum
cleaner	with	a	hose	attachment,	you	can	use	it	to	suck	the	air	out	of	the	bed.	Just	make	sure	that	you	seal	the	end	of	the	hose	tightly	around	the	beds	valve.	2.	Use	a	straw.	Another	option	is	to	use	a	straw	to	suck	the	air	out	of	the	bed.	This	can	be	a	bit	more	difficult	than	using	a	vacuum	cleaner,	but	its	definitely	doable.	3.	Use	your	mouth.	This	is
probably	the	most	old-fashioned	way	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump,	but	it	works.	Just	seal	your	lips	around	the	beds	valve	and	blow.	4.	Use	a	balloon.	If	you	have	a	balloon,	you	can	use	it	to	inflate	the	bed.	Just	tie	the	balloon	to	the	beds	valve	and	blow	it	up.	5.	Use	a	can	of	compressed	air.	This	is	probably	the	easiest	way	to	inflate	an	air	bed
without	a	pump.	Just	point	the	nozzle	of	the	can	at	the	beds	valve	and	release	the	air.	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	ways	that	you	can	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump.	With	a	little	bit	of	creativity,	you	should	be	able	to	come	up	with	a	few	other	methods	as	well.	Assuming	you	are	talking	about	a	standard	air	mattress,	it	should	take	you	no	more	than	10
minutes	to	fully	inflate	the	mattress.	If	you	are	using	an	electric	pump,	it	will	take	less	time.	If	you	are	using	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	a	bit	longer.	A	self	inflating	pad	is	an	camping	essential	that	can	make	or	break	your	camping	trip.	If	you	dont	have	a	comfortable	place	to	sleep,	youre	not	going	to	have	a	good	time.	So,	how	long	does	a	self
inflating	pad	take	to	inflate?	It	depends	on	the	brand	and	model	of	self	inflating	pad	you	have.	Some	are	designed	to	inflate	in	as	little	as	30	seconds,	while	others	may	take	up	to	5	minutes.	If	youre	using	a	self	inflating	pad	for	the	first	time,	its	a	good	idea	to	read	the	instructions	that	come	with	it	so	you	know	how	long	it	should	take	to	inflate.	Once
your	self	inflating	pad	is	inflated,	it	should	be	firm	but	comfortable.	If	it	feels	too	firm,	you	can	adjust	the	amount	of	air	by	opening	the	valve	and	letting	some	out.	This	is	a	great	question	and	one	that	we	get	asked	a	lot!	The	answer	really	depends	on	how	often	you	plan	on	using	the	air	mattress	and	how	long	you	need	it	to	last.	If	you	plan	on	using	it



frequently,	we	recommend	inflating	and	deflating	the	mattress	every	few	days	to	prevent	the	material	from	weakening.	If	you	only	need	the	mattress	for	occasional	use,	inflating	it	once	a	month	should	be	sufficient.	However,	if	you	plan	on	leaving	the	mattress	inflated	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	we	recommend	checking	it	periodically	to	make
sure	that	it	is	still	inflated	to	your	desired	level.	No,	you	cannot	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress.	While	a	bike	pump	may	be	able	to	create	enough	air	pressure	to	fill	up	an	air	mattress,	it	is	not	designed	to	do	so	and	therefore	is	not	the	best	tool	for	the	job.	Inflating	an	air	mattress	with	a	bike	pump	can	be	difficult	and	time-consuming,	so	it	is
best	to	use	an	air	mattress	pump	that	is	specifically	designed	for	the	task.	If	youre	planning	on	using	an	air	mattress,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	know	before	you	inflate	it.	First,	make	sure	that	the	area	youre	planning	to	use	it	in	is	level	and	free	of	sharp	objects.	Once	youve	found	the	perfect	spot,	its	time	to	inflate	your	mattress.	Most	air
mattresses	come	with	an	air	pump,	which	will	make	inflating	the	mattress	a	breeze.	However,	if	you	dont	have	an	air	pump,	you	can	still	inflate	your	mattress	using	a	few	household	items.	All	you	need	is	a	straw	and	a	balloon.	To	inflate	your	mattress	without	an	air	pump,	insert	the	straw	into	the	valve	on	the	mattress.	Then,	blow	into	the	straw	until
the	mattress	is	inflated	to	your	desired	level	of	firmness.	Finally,	remove	the	straw	and	seal	the	valve.	Now	that	you	know	how	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	youre	ready	to	enjoy	a	comfortable	nights	sleep.	Just	remember	to	deflate	the	mattress	before	you	store	it	away,	or	youll	be	dealing	with	a	flat	mattress	the	next	time	you	want	to	use	it.	FAQ
Assuming	you	would	like	tips	on	how	to	inflate	an	Intex	air	mattress,	here	are	a	few	tips:	-First,	make	sure	that	you	have	the	right	type	of	pump.	Youll	need	an	air	pump	that	is	designed	for	inflating	air	mattresses.	You	can	find	these	at	most	stores	that	sell	air	mattresses	or	online.	-Next,	locate	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	The	valve	is	usually	located
on	the	side	of	the	mattress.	-Once	you	have	located	the	valve,	attach	the	air	pump	to	the	valve.	-Now,	begin	inflating	the	mattress.	Start	by	inflating	the	mattress	to	about	half	of	its	full	size.	Then,	finish	inflating	the	mattress	to	its	full	size.	-Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated,	remove	the	air	pump	and	close	the	valve.	-Finally,	enjoy	your	newly	inflated
air	mattress!	Do	you	have	an	air	mattress	that	youre	not	quite	sure	if	its	full	or	not?	Here	are	a	few	quick	and	easy	ways	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full:	1.	The	most	obvious	way	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	is	by	looking	at	it.	If	the	mattress	is	completely	inflated	and	doesnt	have	any	wrinkles	or	sagging,	then	its	full.	2.	Another	way	to	tell	if	your
air	mattress	is	full	is	by	feeling	it.	If	the	mattress	is	firm	to	the	touch	and	doesnt	give	when	you	press	on	it,	then	its	full.	3.	You	can	also	tell	if	an	air	mattress	is	full	by	listening	to	it.	If	you	dont	hear	any	air	hissing	out	of	the	mattress,	then	its	probably	full.	4.	Finally,	you	can	check	the	air	pressure	of	the	mattress	with	a	pressure	gauge.	If	the	pressure
is	at	the	recommended	level,	then	the	mattress	is	full.	If	you	follow	these	simple	tips,	youll	be	able	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	and	get	a	good	nights	sleep.	Assuming	you	dont	have	an	air	pump	and	need	to	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	here	are	a	few	tips:	Make	sure	the	bike	pump	is	compatible	with	the	air	mattress.	Some	pumps
have	different	nozzles	for	different	purposes.	If	possible,	use	the	highest	setting	on	the	bike	pump.	This	will	inflate	the	mattress	faster.	Pump	the	air	mattress	until	it	is	firm,	but	not	too	hard.	You	dont	want	it	to	be	uncomfortable	to	sleep	on.	With	these	tips,	you	should	be	able	to	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	successfully.	Most	people	dont
realize	that	you	can	inflate	a	Bestway	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	Heres	how:	1.	First,	find	the	inflation	valve	on	the	mattress.	Its	usually	located	near	the	center	of	the	mattress.	2.	Next,	locate	the	pump.	It	should	be	close	to	the	inflation	valve.	3.	Once	youve	found	the	pump,	insert	the	inflation	nozzle	into	the	valve.	4.	Finally,	turn	on	the	pump
and	watch	the	mattress	fill	up!	Related	Post:	Open	the	valve	cover	on	the	side	of	the	air	mattress.Place	an	electric	or	manual	pump	inside	of	the	valve.Turn	on	the	pump	or	start	pumping	it	by	hand.Seal	the	valve	once	the	mattress	feels	firm	to	the	touch.1Open	the	valve	cover.	Most	air	mattresses	either	have	a	one-way	air	valve	(which	allows	air	to
easily	enter	the	mattress,	but	not	leave	it)	or	a	simple	hole	somewhere	on	the	side	of	the	mattress.	Locate	the	cover	and	remove	the	protective	cap.Some	modern	air	mattresses	have	pumps	built	into	them	on	the	side.	If	your	mattress	has	a	built-in	pump,	then	it	most	likely	wont	have	a	valve	cover	that	you	need	to	open.	2Insert	an	air	pump	into	the
valve.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	an	electric	pump,	but	you	can	also	use	a	hand	pump	or	foot	pump.	Insert	the	pump's	nozzle	into	the	hole	or	valve	opening.	Push	the	pump	firmly	into	the	hole	so	it	makes	a	tight	seal	with	the	material	around	the	valve.	If	it	doesn't,	there's	a	chance	that	air	may	escape	around	the	pump,	making	it	harder	to	fully
inflate	the	mattress.[1]If	youre	using	a	pump	that	doesnt	get	a	tight	seal	around	the	valve,	try	wrapping	duct	tape	around	the	pump	nozzle	until	it	stays	firmly	seated	in	the	valve.	Advertisement	3Turn	on	an	electric	pump	to	inflate	the	air	mattress.	Plug	in	the	electric	air	pump	or	make	sure	it	has	battery	power,	and	then	turn	it	on.	The	mattress	will
immediately	begin	to	inflate.	Keep	it	running	until	the	mattress	feels	firm	but	gives	slightly	when	you	put	weight	on	it.[2]Inflation	time:	3-5	minutes	if	its	plugged	in,	5-10	minutes	if	its	battery-poweredElectric	pumps	are	usually	quite	loud,	so	avoid	running	them	near	where	others	are	sleeping.Be	careful	not	to	over-inflate	the	air	mattress	because	its
more	likely	to	form	leaks.	If	the	mattress	is	solid	and	doesnt	flex	when	you	lie	down,	then	let	some	of	the	air	out.4Pump	by	hand	or	foot	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump.	If	you	have	an	older	air	mattress	or	you	lost	your	electric	pump,	you	may	only	have	a	manual	pump	at	your	disposal.	For	a	hand	pump,	move	the	handle	up	and	down	to	inflate	the
mattress.	With	a	foot	pump,	step	down	on	the	pedal	repeatedly	to	force	air	into	the	mattress.Inflation	time:	10-15	minutes5Screw	the	valve	cover	back	on.	Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated	and	firm	to	the	touch,	remove	the	pump,	and	then	screw	the	valve	or	hole	cap	back	on	to	trap	the	air	inside.	Grab	some	sheets,	blankets,	and	pillows	to	make	your
bed	and	get	ready	to	fall	asleep!Air	mattresses	with	one-way	valves	automatically	trap	air	inside,	but	it's	still	a	good	idea	to	screw	the	cap	back	on	to	provide	another	layer	of	protection	against	deflation.Mattresses	with	simple	air	holes	and	no	valves	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate	as	soon	as	the	pump	is	removed,	so	screw	the	cap	back	on	as	quickly
as	possible.	Advertisement	1Use	a	hair	dryer	if	there	is	no	pump	available.	If	you	don't	have	any	pump	to	inflate	your	mattress,	an	electric	hair	dryer	can	do	the	trick.	Simply	turn	the	hair	dryer	on	the	coldest	setting	and	hold	it	against	the	open	valve	hole	to	begin	filling	the	mattress.	If	the	hair	dryer	won't	perfectly	fit	into	the	air	valve,	then	try
cupping	your	hand	around	the	nozzle	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.[3]Inflation	time:	4-5	minutesBe	sure	to	use	cool	air.	Most	air	mattresses	are	made	from	plastic	or	vinyl,	which	can	sometimes	melt	or	deform	if	you	use	a	high	heat	setting.2Use	a	vacuum	cleaner	or	shop	vac	if	it	has	a	blow	function.	Many	shop	vacuums	have	a	function	that	blows
out	air	instead	of	having	normal	suction.	Hold	the	nozzle	up	to	the	air	hole	or	valve,	and	turn	it	on	to	inflate	your	air	mattress.Inflation	time:	5-6	minutesIf	you	have	an	ordinary	home	vacuum	cleaner,	remove	the	bag	and	connect	a	long,	narrow	cleaning	nozzle	to	the	hole	that	the	bag	was	originally	attached	to.	Air	will	shoot	out	of	this	nozzle	so	you
can	use	it	to	inflate	your	mattress.Alternatively,	take	the	air	mattress	outside	and	blow	into	the	valve	opening	with	a	leaf	blower.3Use	a	garbage	bag	for	a	cheap	alternative.	First,	open	a	large	garbage	bag	and	swing	it	up	and	down	to	catch	plenty	of	air	inside.	Hold	the	bag	closed	to	trap	the	air.	Bring	the	bag	up	to	your	mattress's	air	hole	and	hold
the	open	end	of	the	bag	around	it.	Squeeze	the	bag	to	force	the	air	out	and	into	the	mattress.	Refill	the	bag	and	continue	filling	the	mattress	until	its	full.[4]Inflation	time:	5-10	minutesIf	you	have	a	choice,	use	heavy-duty	trash	bags	for	this	method.	Weaker	bags	are	vulnerable	to	popping	under	your	weight4Use	a	bike	or	tire	pump.	If	you've	biked	or
driven	to	the	place	where	you're	using	your	air	mattress,	use	the	pump	you	brought	with	you.	Use	a	suitable	adapter	nozzle	to	fit	into	the	air	mattresss	intake	valve.	Then,	pump	the	air	mattress	up	the	same	way	that	you	would	for	your	tires.Inflation	time:	10-15	minutes5Inflate	the	mattress	with	your	breath	as	a	last	resort.	If	you	can't	find	any	objects
to	help	you	inflate	your	mattress,	take	a	deep	breath	and	try	the	old-fashioned	way.	Use	soap	or	sanitizer	to	ensure	the	mattress's	air	hole	is	clean,	then	simply	put	your	mouth	against	it	and	blow	air	into	it.	Keep	blowing	into	the	mattress	until	its	full	and	firm.Inflation	time:	15-30	minutesIf	you	see	stars	or	you	feel	dizzy,	stop	and	cover	the	hole	so	you
can	catch	your	breath.If	your	air	mattress	doesn't	have	a	one-way	valve,	keep	your	mouth	pressed	into	the	air	hole	and	close	your	throat	to	keep	air	from	blowing	back	out.	Breathe	in	through	your	nose	instead	of	using	your	mouth.Using	your	breath	also	introduces	moisture	to	the	inside	of	your	mattress,	which	could	cause	mold	to	grow.
Advertisement	1Refill	the	air	mattress	right	before	you	go	to	bed.	The	first	few	times	you	use	an	air	mattress,	the	material	stretches	and	it	may	lose	some	firmness.	Check	the	air	mattress	before	you	lie	down,	and	inflate	it	again	if	it	doesnt	feel	firm	enough.[5]Air	mattresses	are	usually	completely	stretched	after	2-3	uses.2Avoid	excessive	weight	on
the	mattress.	Each	air	mattress	has	a	weight	limit,	and	putting	more	weight	on	the	mattress	could	cause	it	to	lose	air.	Check	the	weight	limit	of	the	air	mattress	youre	using,	and	make	sure	that	you	stay	below	the	limit	so	your	bed	stays	inflated	through	the	entire	night.3Patch	any	leaks	or	holes	that	you	find.	If	your	air	mattress	slowly	deflates
throughout	the	night,	there	may	be	a	leak.	To	find	the	leak,	wet	the	surface	with	soapy	water	while	the	mattress	is	inflated	and	look	where	bubbles	are	forming.	Deflate	your	mattress,	and	use	a	[patch	kit]	to	cover	the	hole.	Allow	the	patch	to	set	for	the	time	listed	on	the	packaging	before	re-inflating	the	mattress	again.[6]In	a	pinch,	covering	the	hole
with	duct	tape,	hot	glue,	or	super	glue	are	all	good	temporary	fixes	to	get	you	through	the	night.Mark	the	leak	with	a	marker	so	you	are	able	to	find	it	again	when	you	make	your	repairs.	Advertisement	1Unscrew	the	valve	cover.	When	you're	done	sleeping	on	your	air	mattress	and	want	to	stow	it	for	storage,	unscrew	the	air	hole	cover.	If	your
mattress	has	a	simple	air	hole,	it	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate.	However,	air	mattresses	with	one-way	valves	may	require	slightly	more	action	on	your	part.	If	your	mattress	doesn't	immediately	start	deflating,	try	one	of	the	following	tips:Look	for	an	air-release	switch	to	flip.Turn	an	air-release	mechanism	on	the	valve	to	let	air	escape.Unscrew	the
valve	itself	from	its	housing.2Fold	or	roll	the	mattress	to	force	air	out.	As	air	drains	from	your	mattress,	it	will	eventually	settle	into	a	mostly-deflated	state.	To	get	all	of	the	air	out,	start	to	fold	or	roll	the	mattress	starting	from	the	end	opposite	of	the	air	hole.	Fold	the	mattress	toward	the	hole	so	it	takes	up	minimal	space	when	it's	completely
deflated.To	force	absolutely	all	of	the	air	out	of	the	mattress,	try	making	small,	tight	folds	or	rolls	like	you	might	do	to	force	toothpaste	out	of	its	tube.3Use	a	vacuum	to	save	time.	If	you'd	like	to	speed	up	the	deflating	process,	try	using	a	vacuum	to	quickly	pull	air	out	of	the	mattress.	You	can	use	an	ordinary	home	vacuum,	a	shop	vacuum,	or	any	other
machine	that	can	create	a	suction	for	this	purpose.	Simply	open	the	air	hole,	wait	for	air	to	begin	leaving	the	mattress,	and	hold	the	vacuum	hose	or	nozzle	over	the	hole	to	speed	up	the	deflation.[7]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	I	know	if	I	have	too	much	air	in	my	air	mattress?	The	best	way	to	tell	is	just	by	feeling	and	looking	at
the	mattress.	If	the	mattress	is	rock	solid,	then	you	have	too	much	air,	as	adding	any	more	weight	will	cause	it	to	pop.	Also	look	to	see	bulging	or	stress	marks	to	see	if	the	plastic	is	stretching.	Remember,	once	you	lie	down	on	the	mattress,	it	will	feel	a	little	firmer	as	you	displace	the	air.	Question	Our	air	mattress	keeps	losing	air,	though	we've	only
had	it	for	a	week.	We	keep	re-filling	it,	and	we	do	lock	the	valve.	What's	wrong?	All	air	mattresses	loose	air	naturally,	but	if	it's	going	flat	in	less	than	a	day	you	probably	have	a	leak	and	need	to	patch	it.	Question	How	do	I	know	when	the	air	mattress	is	full?	The	mattress	is	full	when	it's	as	firm	or	soft	as	you	want.	To	prevent	overfilling,	most	pumps
will	make	a	higher-pitched,	louder	noise	when	the	mattress	is	full.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Hunter	Rising.	Hunter	Rising	is	a	wikiHow	Staff	Writer	based	in	Los	Angeles.	He	has	more	than	three	years	of	experience	writing	for	and	working	with
wikiHow.	Hunter	holds	a	BFA	in	Entertainment	Design	from	the	University	of	Wisconsin	-	Stout	and	a	Minor	in	English	Writing.	This	article	has	been	viewed	746,744	times.	Co-authors:	23	Updated:	November	6,	2024	Views:746,744	Categories:	Featured	Articles	|	Mattresses	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that
has	been	read	746,744	times.	"I	used	a	plastic	bag.	Worked	great,	took	a	little	bit	longer	but	worked	great.	Thanks."	Share	your	story	When	it	comes	to	inflating	an	air	mattress,	the	time	it	takes	can	vary	widely,	typically	ranging	from	a	few	minutes	to	a	quarter	of	an	hour.	The	specifics	depend	on	several	factors,	including	the	pump	type,	mattress	size,
and	air	pressure	preference.	Generally,	most	air	mattresses	can	be	inflated	fully	within	5	to	10	minutes	using	an	electric	pump.The	Role	of	the	PumpThe	type	of	pump	you	use	plays	a	significant	role	in	the	time	it	takes	to	inflate	an	air	mattress.	There	are	various	kinds	of	pumps,	each	with	different	inflation	speeds:1.	**Electric	Pump**:	This	is	the
fastest	and	most	convenient	option.	Electric	pumps,	either	built-in	or	external,	can	fill	up	an	air	mattress	quickly.	For	standard	queen-sized	air	mattresses,	a	built-in	electric	pump	usually	takes	about	3	to	5	minutes	to	inflate	the	mattress	fully.2.	**Manual	Pump**:	These	could	be	hand-pumps	or	foot-pumps.	These	pumps	are	much	slower,	often	taking
around	10	to	15	minutes	to	inflate	a	similar-size	mattress,	depending	greatly	on	the	users	pumping	speed	and	stamina.3.	**Battery-Operated	Pump**:	These	pumps	offer	a	middle	ground	between	electric	and	manual	pumps.	They	are	faster	than	manual	pumps	but	usually	slower	than	electric	pumps.	Expect	inflation	times	of	around	5	to	7
minutes.Impact	of	Mattress	SizeThe	size	of	the	air	mattress	also	plays	a	crucial	role	in	inflation	time.	Larger	mattresses	require	more	air,	thus	taking	longer	to	inflate.	Here	are	some	general	guidelines:1.	**Twin	Air	Mattress**:	Generally,	these	can	be	inflated	within	3	to	5	minutes	with	an	electric	pump,	while	a	manual	pump	might	extend	this	to	7	to
10	minutes.2.	**Queen	Air	Mattress**:	As	noted	before,	this	size	usually	takes	about	5	to	10	minutes	with	an	electric	pump	and	10	to	15	minutes	with	a	manual	pump.3.	**King	Air	Mattress**:	This	is	the	largest	common	size	and	usually	requires	7	to	15	minutes	to	inflate	with	an	electric	pump.	A	manual	pump	could	take	up	to	20	minutes	or	more.Air
Pressure	PreferenceYour	desired	firmness	level	can	also	affect	inflation	time.	If	you	prefer	a	firmer	mattress,	you	will	need	to	pump	more	air	into	it,	thereby	extending	the	inflation	time.	Conversely,	if	you	prefer	a	softer	mattress,	you	will	need	less	air,	which	will	shorten	the	inflation	time.Preparation	Steps	Before	InflationBefore	you	start	inflating	an
air	mattress,	there	are	a	few	preparatory	steps	that	can	help	ensure	a	smooth	process:1.	**Clear	the	Area**:	Make	sure	you	have	a	clean,	flat	area	free	of	debris	or	sharp	objects	that	could	puncture	the	mattress.	This	is	crucial	for	preventing	damages	and	ensuring	an	even	inflation.2.	**Check	the	Pump	and	Mattress**:	Ensure	that	your	pump	is
compatible	with	the	valve	on	your	air	mattress.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	valves	that	are	designed	to	work	with	a	variety	of	pumps,	but	its	always	good	to	double-check.3.	**Pre-Inflate	Test**:	Before	using	the	air	mattress	for	the	first	time,	its	a	good	idea	to	partially	inflate	it	to	check	for	any	manufacturing	defects,	such	as	air	leaks.Steps	to
Inflate	an	Air	Mattress	ProperlyNow	that	you	are	prepared,	follow	these	steps	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	effectively:	1.	**Attach	the	Pump**:	If	you	are	using	an	electric	or	battery-operated	pump,	securely	attach	it	to	the	valve	of	the	air	mattress.	Make	sure	its	tightly	sealed	to	prevent	air	from	escaping.2.	**Begin	Inflation**:	Turn	on	the	pump.	For
manual	pumps,	start	pumping	with	steady,	even	strokes.	For	electric	pumps,	simply	plug	in	and	turn	on;	the	pump	will	inflate	the	mattress	within	a	few	minutes.3.	**Monitor	Inflation**:	Keep	an	eye	on	the	mattress	as	it	inflates	to	ensure	that	it	isnt	overinflated.	Most	air	mattresses	include	a	firmness	gauge,	but	you	can	also	manually	check	by
pressing	the	mattress	to	feel	its	firmness.4.	**Stop	and	Seal**:	Once	the	mattress	reaches	your	desired	firmness,	turn	off	the	pump	and	quickly	seal	the	valve	to	prevent	air	from	escaping.	Some	pumps	have	a	deflate	control	button	which	you	can	use	if	you	accidentally	overinflate	the	mattress.Possible	Inflatability	IssuesSometimes,	even	when
following	these	steps,	you	might	encounter	issues	that	could	delay	the	inflation	process.	Here	are	some	common	problems	and	their	solutions:Air	LeaksIf	you	notice	that	the	mattress	isnt	holding	air	well,	it	could	have	a	leak.	To	identify	a	leak,	listen	for	hissing	sounds	once	the	mattress	is	partially	inflated.	You	can	also	apply	a	soapy	water	solution	to
the	surface;	bubbles	will	form	at	the	site	of	the	leak.	Once	located,	you	can	use	a	repair	kit	to	patch	it	up.Faulty	PumpIf	the	pump	isnt	working	correctly,	it	may	take	longer	to	inflate	the	mattress,	or	it	might	not	inflate	it	at	all.	For	electric	pumps,	check	the	power	source	and	ensure	that	its	well-connected.	For	battery-operated	pumps,	ensure	the
batteries	are	fresh.	If	its	a	manual	pump,	ensure	all	seals	are	intact	and	the	pump	is	not	damaged.Valve	IssuesMake	sure	the	valve	of	the	mattress	is	functioning	well	and	that	it	seals	tightly.	If	the	valve	is	damaged	or	doesnt	close	properly,	it	can	cause	air	to	escape,	prolonging	the	inflation	process	or	making	it	impossible	to	fully	inflate	the
mattress.Inflation	Time	in	Different	ConditionsThe	environment	in	which	you	are	inflating	your	mattress	can	also	impact	the	inflation	time.	Heres	how	different	conditions	can	affect	the	process:AltitudeAt	higher	altitudes,	air	pressure	is	lower,	which	can	impact	how	quickly	an	air	mattress	inflates	and	how	firm	it	feels	once	inflated.	It	might	take	a	bit
longer	to	achieve	the	desired	firmness	compared	to	sea	level.TemperatureCold	temperatures	can	make	the	air	inside	the	mattress	denser,	potentially	slowing	the	inflation	process.	It	might	also	make	the	material	of	the	mattress	stiffer	and	more	challenging	to	inflate.Using	an	Air	Mattress:	Best	PracticesOnce	inflated,	proper	care	can	extend	the	life	of
your	air	mattress	and	make	it	more	comfortable	to	use:1.	**Regularly	Check	Air	Levels**:	Air	mattresses	can	lose	a	small	amount	of	air	overnight;	periodically	check	and	add	air	as	necessary	to	maintain	your	desired	firmness.2.	**Avoid	Overloading**:	Follow	the	manufacturers	weight	guidelines	to	avoid	punctures	or	leaks.3.	**Use	a	Mattress	Pad	or
Cover**:	This	can	provide	extra	comfort	and	protect	the	air	mattress	from	wear	and	tear.Inflating	an	Air	Mattress	ManuallyIf	you	find	yourself	without	an	electric	or	battery-operated	pump,	a	manual	pump	or	even	improvised	methods	can	come	in	handy.	Heres	what	you	need	to	know:Using	a	Hand	or	Foot	PumpAttach	the	pump	to	the	mattress	valve
and	begin	pumping.	Hand	and	foot	pumps	can	be	quite	effective,	though	they	require	more	physical	effort	and	time.	Its	a	useful	option	when	camping	or	in	emergencies	where	electricity	isnt	available.Using	a	Vacuum	CleanerAs	a	last	resort,	you	can	use	the	exhaust	feature	of	a	vacuum	cleaner	to	inflate	your	mattress.	With	an	appropriate	attachment,
the	vacuum	cleaner	can	blow	air	into	the	mattress.	This	should	be	done	cautiously	to	avoid	over-inflating	or	damaging	the	mattress.Finishing	ThoughtsInflating	an	air	mattress	can	be	a	quick	and	simple	process	if	you	have	the	right	tools	and	know	what	to	expect.	The	time	it	takes	can	vary,	generally	ranging	from	5	to	15	minutes	depending	on	the
pump,	mattress	size,	and	desired	firmness.Understanding	these	factors	and	performing	routine	checks	ensure	your	air	mattress	is	ready	for	use	when	needed.	Proper	care	and	maintenance,	such	as	regular	air	level	checks	and	using	mattress	pads,	will	help	extend	the	life	of	your	mattress	and	contribute	to	a	more	comfortable	sleeping	experience.
Whether	at	home	or	outdoors,	an	air	mattress	can	provide	a	convenient	and	comfortable	sleeping	solution,	making	your	preparation	well	worth	the	effort.	Open	the	valve	cover	on	the	side	of	the	air	mattress.Place	an	electric	or	manual	pump	inside	of	the	valve.Turn	on	the	pump	or	start	pumping	it	by	hand.Seal	the	valve	once	the	mattress	feels	firm	to
the	touch.1Open	the	valve	cover.	Most	air	mattresses	either	have	a	one-way	air	valve	(which	allows	air	to	easily	enter	the	mattress,	but	not	leave	it)	or	a	simple	hole	somewhere	on	the	side	of	the	mattress.	Locate	the	cover	and	remove	the	protective	cap.Some	modern	air	mattresses	have	pumps	built	into	them	on	the	side.	If	your	mattress	has	a	built-in
pump,	then	it	most	likely	wont	have	a	valve	cover	that	you	need	to	open.	2Insert	an	air	pump	into	the	valve.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	an	electric	pump,	but	you	can	also	use	a	hand	pump	or	foot	pump.	Insert	the	pump's	nozzle	into	the	hole	or	valve	opening.	Push	the	pump	firmly	into	the	hole	so	it	makes	a	tight	seal	with	the	material	around	the
valve.	If	it	doesn't,	there's	a	chance	that	air	may	escape	around	the	pump,	making	it	harder	to	fully	inflate	the	mattress.[1]If	youre	using	a	pump	that	doesnt	get	a	tight	seal	around	the	valve,	try	wrapping	duct	tape	around	the	pump	nozzle	until	it	stays	firmly	seated	in	the	valve.	Advertisement	3Turn	on	an	electric	pump	to	inflate	the	air	mattress.	Plug
in	the	electric	air	pump	or	make	sure	it	has	battery	power,	and	then	turn	it	on.	The	mattress	will	immediately	begin	to	inflate.	Keep	it	running	until	the	mattress	feels	firm	but	gives	slightly	when	you	put	weight	on	it.[2]Inflation	time:	3-5	minutes	if	its	plugged	in,	5-10	minutes	if	its	battery-poweredElectric	pumps	are	usually	quite	loud,	so	avoid	running
them	near	where	others	are	sleeping.Be	careful	not	to	over-inflate	the	air	mattress	because	its	more	likely	to	form	leaks.	If	the	mattress	is	solid	and	doesnt	flex	when	you	lie	down,	then	let	some	of	the	air	out.4Pump	by	hand	or	foot	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump.	If	you	have	an	older	air	mattress	or	you	lost	your	electric	pump,	you	may	only	have	a
manual	pump	at	your	disposal.	For	a	hand	pump,	move	the	handle	up	and	down	to	inflate	the	mattress.	With	a	foot	pump,	step	down	on	the	pedal	repeatedly	to	force	air	into	the	mattress.Inflation	time:	10-15	minutes5Screw	the	valve	cover	back	on.	Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated	and	firm	to	the	touch,	remove	the	pump,	and	then	screw	the	valve	or
hole	cap	back	on	to	trap	the	air	inside.	Grab	some	sheets,	blankets,	and	pillows	to	make	your	bed	and	get	ready	to	fall	asleep!Air	mattresses	with	one-way	valves	automatically	trap	air	inside,	but	it's	still	a	good	idea	to	screw	the	cap	back	on	to	provide	another	layer	of	protection	against	deflation.Mattresses	with	simple	air	holes	and	no	valves	will
immediately	begin	to	deflate	as	soon	as	the	pump	is	removed,	so	screw	the	cap	back	on	as	quickly	as	possible.	Advertisement	1Use	a	hair	dryer	if	there	is	no	pump	available.	If	you	don't	have	any	pump	to	inflate	your	mattress,	an	electric	hair	dryer	can	do	the	trick.	Simply	turn	the	hair	dryer	on	the	coldest	setting	and	hold	it	against	the	open	valve	hole
to	begin	filling	the	mattress.	If	the	hair	dryer	won't	perfectly	fit	into	the	air	valve,	then	try	cupping	your	hand	around	the	nozzle	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.[3]Inflation	time:	4-5	minutesBe	sure	to	use	cool	air.	Most	air	mattresses	are	made	from	plastic	or	vinyl,	which	can	sometimes	melt	or	deform	if	you	use	a	high	heat	setting.2Use	a	vacuum
cleaner	or	shop	vac	if	it	has	a	blow	function.	Many	shop	vacuums	have	a	function	that	blows	out	air	instead	of	having	normal	suction.	Hold	the	nozzle	up	to	the	air	hole	or	valve,	and	turn	it	on	to	inflate	your	air	mattress.Inflation	time:	5-6	minutesIf	you	have	an	ordinary	home	vacuum	cleaner,	remove	the	bag	and	connect	a	long,	narrow	cleaning	nozzle
to	the	hole	that	the	bag	was	originally	attached	to.	Air	will	shoot	out	of	this	nozzle	so	you	can	use	it	to	inflate	your	mattress.Alternatively,	take	the	air	mattress	outside	and	blow	into	the	valve	opening	with	a	leaf	blower.3Use	a	garbage	bag	for	a	cheap	alternative.	First,	open	a	large	garbage	bag	and	swing	it	up	and	down	to	catch	plenty	of	air	inside.
Hold	the	bag	closed	to	trap	the	air.	Bring	the	bag	up	to	your	mattress's	air	hole	and	hold	the	open	end	of	the	bag	around	it.	Squeeze	the	bag	to	force	the	air	out	and	into	the	mattress.	Refill	the	bag	and	continue	filling	the	mattress	until	its	full.[4]Inflation	time:	5-10	minutesIf	you	have	a	choice,	use	heavy-duty	trash	bags	for	this	method.	Weaker	bags
are	vulnerable	to	popping	under	your	weight4Use	a	bike	or	tire	pump.	If	you've	biked	or	driven	to	the	place	where	you're	using	your	air	mattress,	use	the	pump	you	brought	with	you.	Use	a	suitable	adapter	nozzle	to	fit	into	the	air	mattresss	intake	valve.	Then,	pump	the	air	mattress	up	the	same	way	that	you	would	for	your	tires.Inflation	time:	10-15
minutes5Inflate	the	mattress	with	your	breath	as	a	last	resort.	If	you	can't	find	any	objects	to	help	you	inflate	your	mattress,	take	a	deep	breath	and	try	the	old-fashioned	way.	Use	soap	or	sanitizer	to	ensure	the	mattress's	air	hole	is	clean,	then	simply	put	your	mouth	against	it	and	blow	air	into	it.	Keep	blowing	into	the	mattress	until	its	full	and
firm.Inflation	time:	15-30	minutesIf	you	see	stars	or	you	feel	dizzy,	stop	and	cover	the	hole	so	you	can	catch	your	breath.If	your	air	mattress	doesn't	have	a	one-way	valve,	keep	your	mouth	pressed	into	the	air	hole	and	close	your	throat	to	keep	air	from	blowing	back	out.	Breathe	in	through	your	nose	instead	of	using	your	mouth.Using	your	breath	also
introduces	moisture	to	the	inside	of	your	mattress,	which	could	cause	mold	to	grow.	Advertisement	1Refill	the	air	mattress	right	before	you	go	to	bed.	The	first	few	times	you	use	an	air	mattress,	the	material	stretches	and	it	may	lose	some	firmness.	Check	the	air	mattress	before	you	lie	down,	and	inflate	it	again	if	it	doesnt	feel	firm	enough.[5]Air
mattresses	are	usually	completely	stretched	after	2-3	uses.2Avoid	excessive	weight	on	the	mattress.	Each	air	mattress	has	a	weight	limit,	and	putting	more	weight	on	the	mattress	could	cause	it	to	lose	air.	Check	the	weight	limit	of	the	air	mattress	youre	using,	and	make	sure	that	you	stay	below	the	limit	so	your	bed	stays	inflated	through	the	entire
night.3Patch	any	leaks	or	holes	that	you	find.	If	your	air	mattress	slowly	deflates	throughout	the	night,	there	may	be	a	leak.	To	find	the	leak,	wet	the	surface	with	soapy	water	while	the	mattress	is	inflated	and	look	where	bubbles	are	forming.	Deflate	your	mattress,	and	use	a	[patch	kit]	to	cover	the	hole.	Allow	the	patch	to	set	for	the	time	listed	on	the
packaging	before	re-inflating	the	mattress	again.[6]In	a	pinch,	covering	the	hole	with	duct	tape,	hot	glue,	or	super	glue	are	all	good	temporary	fixes	to	get	you	through	the	night.Mark	the	leak	with	a	marker	so	you	are	able	to	find	it	again	when	you	make	your	repairs.	Advertisement	1Unscrew	the	valve	cover.	When	you're	done	sleeping	on	your	air
mattress	and	want	to	stow	it	for	storage,	unscrew	the	air	hole	cover.	If	your	mattress	has	a	simple	air	hole,	it	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate.	However,	air	mattresses	with	one-way	valves	may	require	slightly	more	action	on	your	part.	If	your	mattress	doesn't	immediately	start	deflating,	try	one	of	the	following	tips:Look	for	an	air-release	switch	to
flip.Turn	an	air-release	mechanism	on	the	valve	to	let	air	escape.Unscrew	the	valve	itself	from	its	housing.2Fold	or	roll	the	mattress	to	force	air	out.	As	air	drains	from	your	mattress,	it	will	eventually	settle	into	a	mostly-deflated	state.	To	get	all	of	the	air	out,	start	to	fold	or	roll	the	mattress	starting	from	the	end	opposite	of	the	air	hole.	Fold	the
mattress	toward	the	hole	so	it	takes	up	minimal	space	when	it's	completely	deflated.To	force	absolutely	all	of	the	air	out	of	the	mattress,	try	making	small,	tight	folds	or	rolls	like	you	might	do	to	force	toothpaste	out	of	its	tube.3Use	a	vacuum	to	save	time.	If	you'd	like	to	speed	up	the	deflating	process,	try	using	a	vacuum	to	quickly	pull	air	out	of	the
mattress.	You	can	use	an	ordinary	home	vacuum,	a	shop	vacuum,	or	any	other	machine	that	can	create	a	suction	for	this	purpose.	Simply	open	the	air	hole,	wait	for	air	to	begin	leaving	the	mattress,	and	hold	the	vacuum	hose	or	nozzle	over	the	hole	to	speed	up	the	deflation.[7]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	I	know	if	I	have	too
much	air	in	my	air	mattress?	The	best	way	to	tell	is	just	by	feeling	and	looking	at	the	mattress.	If	the	mattress	is	rock	solid,	then	you	have	too	much	air,	as	adding	any	more	weight	will	cause	it	to	pop.	Also	look	to	see	bulging	or	stress	marks	to	see	if	the	plastic	is	stretching.	Remember,	once	you	lie	down	on	the	mattress,	it	will	feel	a	little	firmer	as	you
displace	the	air.	Question	Our	air	mattress	keeps	losing	air,	though	we've	only	had	it	for	a	week.	We	keep	re-filling	it,	and	we	do	lock	the	valve.	What's	wrong?	All	air	mattresses	loose	air	naturally,	but	if	it's	going	flat	in	less	than	a	day	you	probably	have	a	leak	and	need	to	patch	it.	Question	How	do	I	know	when	the	air	mattress	is	full?	The	mattress	is
full	when	it's	as	firm	or	soft	as	you	want.	To	prevent	overfilling,	most	pumps	will	make	a	higher-pitched,	louder	noise	when	the	mattress	is	full.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks	Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Hunter	Rising.	Hunter	Rising	is	a	wikiHow	Staff	Writer	based	in	Los	Angeles.	He
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PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	746,744	times.	"I	used	a	plastic	bag.	Worked	great,	took	a	little	bit	longer	but	worked	great.	Thanks."	Share	your	story	Brief:	How	to	Blow	Up	an	Air	MattressIntroduction:	Understanding	how	to	properly	inflate	an	air	mattress	is	crucial	for	maximizing	comfort
and	extending	the	products	lifespan.Benefits	of	Air	Mattresses:	They	are	affordable,	portable,	compact,	and	suitable	for	various	users,	including	those	with	heavy	body	weights.Methods	to	Inflate	Air	Mattresses:External	Pump:	Ideal	for	rapid	and	effortless	inflation.Hair	Dryer:	Effective	but	requires	caution	to	avoid	high-temperature	settings.Leaf
Blowers:	Offer	powerful	inflation	for	larger	mattresses.Garbage	Bag	Method:	Involves	trapping	and	transferring	air	into	the	mattress,	suitable	when	other	tools	arent	available.Mouth-Blowing:	A	quick	but	physically	demanding	method,	suitable	for	smaller	mattresses.Benefits	of	Self-Inflating	Mattresses:	These	include	built-in	pumps	for	automatic
inflation	and	deflation,	enhancing	convenience	and	portability.FAQs:Best	Way	to	Inflate:	Typically,	using	an	electric	air	pump	is	most	efficient.Time	to	Inflate:	Varies	between	5-10	minutes,	depending	on	the	mattress	size	and	pump	type.Need	for	a	Pump:	An	air	pump	is	usually	necessary,	although	some	mattresses	come	with	built-in	options.Electric
vs.	Manual	Pumps:	Electric	pumps	are	faster	and	require	less	effort.Troubleshooting	Deflation	Issues:	Check	for	issues	in	the	pump,	valves,	or	mattress	integrity.Safety	Precautions:	Avoid	inflating	in	closed	rooms	to	prevent	oxygen	depletion.Conclusion:	Proper	inflation	of	an	air	mattress	is	essential	for	optimal	use.	Choices	range	from	manual	to
automatic	methods,	depending	on	availability	and	convenience.	Regular	maintenance	and	correct	storage	are	also	crucial	for	longevity	and	performance.Air	mattresses	are	a	normal	part	of	camping	and	watching	movies	in	the	home,	but	how	do	they	actually	work?	How	can	you	blow	it	up	if	you	dont	have	the	necessary	tools	on	hand?There	are	many
methods	of	blowing	up	an	air	mattress,	but	the	main	idea	is	to	take	any	means	possible	to	get	the	bed	into	a	flatter	position.	This	will	ensure	that	you	will	have	a	more	comfortable	nights	sleep	when	using	it	and	that	you	wont	wake	up	with	back	pain	or	problems	from	sitting	in	one	spot	all	night	long.	This	guide	will	teach	you	to	blow	up	an	air	mattress
with	no	fuss.An	air	mattress	can	provide	a	very	comfortable	sleep.Its	main	advantages	are:It	is	relatively	cheap.	An	air	mattress	is	much	cheaper	than	a	regular	mattress,	especially	if	you	buy	it	on	sale.	You	can	get	one	for	around	$50	to	$100,	depending	on	the	size	and	make	of	the	mattress.It	is	portable	and	compact	it	deflates	quickly,	and	you	can
place	it	anywhere,	unlike	regular	mattresses	that	cannot	be	moved	within	one	room	without	heavy	assistance	(or	with	less	than	two	people).It	takes	up	a	small	amount	of	space	on	your	floor.It	does	not	take	up	much	room	in	your	car	when	traveling.It	is	possible	to	inflate	with	your	mouth	and	blow	up	in	just	a	few	minutes,	which	can	allow	you	to	sleep
anywhere	in	your	house	or	vacation	house	for	the	night	when	sleeping	away	from	the	comfort	of	your	bed.An	air	mattress	can	comfortably	support	an	individual	as	large	as	500	pounds	(227	kg).	However,	some	more	expensive	models	have	been	built	to	accommodate	larger	weight-bearing	individuals	(those	over	600	pounds).	This	means	that	it	can	be
used	by	any	household	member,	regardless	of	their	weight,	including	children	and	pets.You	can	use	the	following	methods	to	blow	up	an	air	mattress.	Although	all	air	mattresses	will	have	the	same	inflation	level	base,	each	method	will	adjust	it	to	the	individual	needs	and	preferences	accordingly.Using	an	external	pump	on	your	mattress	is	often	the
simplest	method	of	inflating	your	airbed.	All	you	need	to	do	is	put	a	pump	down	in	the	middle	of	your	bed	so	that	it	has	some	room	between	it	and	you,	then	inflate	with	air	for	around	10	minutes	until	you	reach	the	desired	level	of	height.A	hairdryer	can	be	used	to	blow	up	an	air	mattress.	It	is	a	good	option	for	those	of	you	who	have	a	heavier	or
larger-size	bed	that	cannot	be	blown	up	with	your	mouth.It	also	helps	people	looking	for	a	way	to	safely	blow	up	an	airbed	for	those	with	health	issues	and	cannot	quickly	inflate	it	by	mouth	to	achieve	the	same	effects	that	would	typically	take	much	longer.	The	only	thing	you	need	to	consider	is	to	avoid	high-temperature	air.	It	can	destroy	plastic
parts.Another	way	to	blow	up	an	air	mattress	is	with	an	electric	leaf	blower	or	a	deck	leaf	blower.	They	have	powerful	suction	abilities	that	can	be	put	to	use	by	blowing	up	your	bed	very	quickly	and	efficiently.If	the	mattress	doesnt	have	enough	suction	for	a	hairdryer	or	a	leaf	blower	to	work,	a	garbage	bag	is	an	alternative	method.	Simply	catch	the
air	into	the	heavy-duty	garbage	bag,	attach	the	top	of	the	bag	over	the	inlet	valve	on	the	airbed,	and	lay	on	the	bag	to	blow	up	the	mattress.The	only	issue	with	this	is	that	it	may	take	longer	than	other	methods	as	you	may	need	to	repeat	this	action	a	couple	of	times.This	is	the	least	effective	method	for	blowing	up	your	air	mattress,	but	it	is	also	the
quickest.	It	takes	only	a	few	minutes	to	blow	up	an	air	mattress	with	your	mouth.	This	method	does	not	require	any	equipment	or	a	source	of	electricity;	however,	it	can	be	rather	tiring,	and	you	may	need	to	use	this	method	more	than	once	to	inflate	the	mattress	to	maximum	capacity.A	self-inflating	air	mattress	has	several	advantages	over	regular	air
mattresses.	They	come	with	built-in	pumps	that	can	automatically	inflate	the	bed,	which	means	you	will	save	time	on	setup	while	also	saving	the	extra	pump	necessary	for	standard	air	mattresses.Most	of	these	air	mattresses	have	the	capacity	to	deflate	for	easy	storage.	Some	of	them	are	also	very	comfortable	and	can	be	used	as	a	bed,	while	other
models	tend	to	be	more	compact	and	portable.The	best	way	to	blow	up	an	air	mattress	is	typically	to	use	an	air	pump.	For	quick	and	efficient	inflation,	it	is	recommended	to	use	an	electric	air	pump.It	usually	takes	around	5-10	minutes	to	fully	inflate	an	air	mattress,	depending	on	the	size	and	brand.	Some	electric	air	pumps	may	be	able	to	inflate	a
mattress	even	faster.Yes,	an	air	pump	is	typically	required	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	either	an	electric	or	manual	pump.	However,	some	air	mattresses	may	come	with	a	built-in	pump.An	electric	pump	is	generally	the	preferred	choice	since	it	can	inflate	the	mattress	more	quickly	and	efficiently.	Manual	pumps	can	take	longer	and	may	require	more
effort.If	the	air	mattress	wont	stay	inflated,	there	may	be	an	issue	with	the	pump,	the	valves,	or	the	mattress	itself.	It	is	recommended	to	check	all	the	connections	and	ensure	that	everything	is	securely	attached.It	is	recommended	to	check	the	air	pressure	in	the	mattress	at	least	once	per	month,	as	the	mattress	may	slowly	lose	air	over	time.It	is
typically	not	recommended	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	in	a	closed	room,	as	the	air	pump	may	use	up	all	the	available	oxygen.No,	it	is	not	advised	to	use	a	hairdryer	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	due	to	the	risk	of	damaging	the	mattress	or	the	hairdryer.Most	air	mattresses	are	safe	to	use	for	all	ages;	however,	it	is	always	best	to	follow	the	age	guidelines
provided	by	the	manufacturer.Yes,	you	can	simulate	a	firmer	mattress	by	inflating	an	air	mattress	to	a	higher	air	pressure.	However,	excessive	air	pressure	may	damage	the	mattress.It	is	typically	safe	to	use	an	air	mattress	outdoors,	although	it	should	be	used	on	a	level	and	flat	surface.	It	is	also	important	to	keep	the	mattress	out	of	direct	sunlight,
as	too	much	exposure	to	the	sun	may	cause	it	to	overheat.It	is	recommended	to	keep	an	air	mattress	in	a	cool,	dry	place	when	not	in	use.	It	can	also	be	stored	in	the	original	box	or	an	airtight	container.A	damp,	soft	cloth	is	usually	the	best	choice	for	cleaning	an	air	mattress.	Avoid	using	any	type	of	detergent,	as	this	can	damage	the	material.To	repair
a	hole	or	tear	in	an	air	mattress,	it	is	best	to	use	a	vinyl	or	plastic	patch	kit.	These	kits	are	typically	available	at	hardware	stores.Yes,	it	is	generally	safe	to	use	an	air	mattress	if	you	suffer	from	allergies.	Air	mattresses	are	typically	made	from	hypoallergenic	materials	that	help	to	prevent	dust	mites	and	other	allergens	from	building	up.	Open	the	valve
cover	on	the	side	of	the	air	mattress.Place	an	electric	or	manual	pump	inside	of	the	valve.Turn	on	the	pump	or	start	pumping	it	by	hand.Seal	the	valve	once	the	mattress	feels	firm	to	the	touch.1Open	the	valve	cover.	Most	air	mattresses	either	have	a	one-way	air	valve	(which	allows	air	to	easily	enter	the	mattress,	but	not	leave	it)	or	a	simple	hole
somewhere	on	the	side	of	the	mattress.	Locate	the	cover	and	remove	the	protective	cap.Some	modern	air	mattresses	have	pumps	built	into	them	on	the	side.	If	your	mattress	has	a	built-in	pump,	then	it	most	likely	wont	have	a	valve	cover	that	you	need	to	open.	2Insert	an	air	pump	into	the	valve.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	an	electric	pump,	but
you	can	also	use	a	hand	pump	or	foot	pump.	Insert	the	pump's	nozzle	into	the	hole	or	valve	opening.	Push	the	pump	firmly	into	the	hole	so	it	makes	a	tight	seal	with	the	material	around	the	valve.	If	it	doesn't,	there's	a	chance	that	air	may	escape	around	the	pump,	making	it	harder	to	fully	inflate	the	mattress.[1]If	youre	using	a	pump	that	doesnt	get	a
tight	seal	around	the	valve,	try	wrapping	duct	tape	around	the	pump	nozzle	until	it	stays	firmly	seated	in	the	valve.	Advertisement	3Turn	on	an	electric	pump	to	inflate	the	air	mattress.	Plug	in	the	electric	air	pump	or	make	sure	it	has	battery	power,	and	then	turn	it	on.	The	mattress	will	immediately	begin	to	inflate.	Keep	it	running	until	the	mattress
feels	firm	but	gives	slightly	when	you	put	weight	on	it.[2]Inflation	time:	3-5	minutes	if	its	plugged	in,	5-10	minutes	if	its	battery-poweredElectric	pumps	are	usually	quite	loud,	so	avoid	running	them	near	where	others	are	sleeping.Be	careful	not	to	over-inflate	the	air	mattress	because	its	more	likely	to	form	leaks.	If	the	mattress	is	solid	and	doesnt	flex
when	you	lie	down,	then	let	some	of	the	air	out.4Pump	by	hand	or	foot	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump.	If	you	have	an	older	air	mattress	or	you	lost	your	electric	pump,	you	may	only	have	a	manual	pump	at	your	disposal.	For	a	hand	pump,	move	the	handle	up	and	down	to	inflate	the	mattress.	With	a	foot	pump,	step	down	on	the	pedal	repeatedly	to	force
air	into	the	mattress.Inflation	time:	10-15	minutes5Screw	the	valve	cover	back	on.	Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated	and	firm	to	the	touch,	remove	the	pump,	and	then	screw	the	valve	or	hole	cap	back	on	to	trap	the	air	inside.	Grab	some	sheets,	blankets,	and	pillows	to	make	your	bed	and	get	ready	to	fall	asleep!Air	mattresses	with	one-way	valves
automatically	trap	air	inside,	but	it's	still	a	good	idea	to	screw	the	cap	back	on	to	provide	another	layer	of	protection	against	deflation.Mattresses	with	simple	air	holes	and	no	valves	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate	as	soon	as	the	pump	is	removed,	so	screw	the	cap	back	on	as	quickly	as	possible.	Advertisement	1Use	a	hair	dryer	if	there	is	no	pump
available.	If	you	don't	have	any	pump	to	inflate	your	mattress,	an	electric	hair	dryer	can	do	the	trick.	Simply	turn	the	hair	dryer	on	the	coldest	setting	and	hold	it	against	the	open	valve	hole	to	begin	filling	the	mattress.	If	the	hair	dryer	won't	perfectly	fit	into	the	air	valve,	then	try	cupping	your	hand	around	the	nozzle	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.
[3]Inflation	time:	4-5	minutesBe	sure	to	use	cool	air.	Most	air	mattresses	are	made	from	plastic	or	vinyl,	which	can	sometimes	melt	or	deform	if	you	use	a	high	heat	setting.2Use	a	vacuum	cleaner	or	shop	vac	if	it	has	a	blow	function.	Many	shop	vacuums	have	a	function	that	blows	out	air	instead	of	having	normal	suction.	Hold	the	nozzle	up	to	the	air
hole	or	valve,	and	turn	it	on	to	inflate	your	air	mattress.Inflation	time:	5-6	minutesIf	you	have	an	ordinary	home	vacuum	cleaner,	remove	the	bag	and	connect	a	long,	narrow	cleaning	nozzle	to	the	hole	that	the	bag	was	originally	attached	to.	Air	will	shoot	out	of	this	nozzle	so	you	can	use	it	to	inflate	your	mattress.Alternatively,	take	the	air	mattress
outside	and	blow	into	the	valve	opening	with	a	leaf	blower.3Use	a	garbage	bag	for	a	cheap	alternative.	First,	open	a	large	garbage	bag	and	swing	it	up	and	down	to	catch	plenty	of	air	inside.	Hold	the	bag	closed	to	trap	the	air.	Bring	the	bag	up	to	your	mattress's	air	hole	and	hold	the	open	end	of	the	bag	around	it.	Squeeze	the	bag	to	force	the	air	out
and	into	the	mattress.	Refill	the	bag	and	continue	filling	the	mattress	until	its	full.[4]Inflation	time:	5-10	minutesIf	you	have	a	choice,	use	heavy-duty	trash	bags	for	this	method.	Weaker	bags	are	vulnerable	to	popping	under	your	weight4Use	a	bike	or	tire	pump.	If	you've	biked	or	driven	to	the	place	where	you're	using	your	air	mattress,	use	the	pump
you	brought	with	you.	Use	a	suitable	adapter	nozzle	to	fit	into	the	air	mattresss	intake	valve.	Then,	pump	the	air	mattress	up	the	same	way	that	you	would	for	your	tires.Inflation	time:	10-15	minutes5Inflate	the	mattress	with	your	breath	as	a	last	resort.	If	you	can't	find	any	objects	to	help	you	inflate	your	mattress,	take	a	deep	breath	and	try	the	old-
fashioned	way.	Use	soap	or	sanitizer	to	ensure	the	mattress's	air	hole	is	clean,	then	simply	put	your	mouth	against	it	and	blow	air	into	it.	Keep	blowing	into	the	mattress	until	its	full	and	firm.Inflation	time:	15-30	minutesIf	you	see	stars	or	you	feel	dizzy,	stop	and	cover	the	hole	so	you	can	catch	your	breath.If	your	air	mattress	doesn't	have	a	one-way
valve,	keep	your	mouth	pressed	into	the	air	hole	and	close	your	throat	to	keep	air	from	blowing	back	out.	Breathe	in	through	your	nose	instead	of	using	your	mouth.Using	your	breath	also	introduces	moisture	to	the	inside	of	your	mattress,	which	could	cause	mold	to	grow.	Advertisement	1Refill	the	air	mattress	right	before	you	go	to	bed.	The	first	few
times	you	use	an	air	mattress,	the	material	stretches	and	it	may	lose	some	firmness.	Check	the	air	mattress	before	you	lie	down,	and	inflate	it	again	if	it	doesnt	feel	firm	enough.[5]Air	mattresses	are	usually	completely	stretched	after	2-3	uses.2Avoid	excessive	weight	on	the	mattress.	Each	air	mattress	has	a	weight	limit,	and	putting	more	weight	on
the	mattress	could	cause	it	to	lose	air.	Check	the	weight	limit	of	the	air	mattress	youre	using,	and	make	sure	that	you	stay	below	the	limit	so	your	bed	stays	inflated	through	the	entire	night.3Patch	any	leaks	or	holes	that	you	find.	If	your	air	mattress	slowly	deflates	throughout	the	night,	there	may	be	a	leak.	To	find	the	leak,	wet	the	surface	with	soapy
water	while	the	mattress	is	inflated	and	look	where	bubbles	are	forming.	Deflate	your	mattress,	and	use	a	[patch	kit]	to	cover	the	hole.	Allow	the	patch	to	set	for	the	time	listed	on	the	packaging	before	re-inflating	the	mattress	again.[6]In	a	pinch,	covering	the	hole	with	duct	tape,	hot	glue,	or	super	glue	are	all	good	temporary	fixes	to	get	you	through
the	night.Mark	the	leak	with	a	marker	so	you	are	able	to	find	it	again	when	you	make	your	repairs.	Advertisement	1Unscrew	the	valve	cover.	When	you're	done	sleeping	on	your	air	mattress	and	want	to	stow	it	for	storage,	unscrew	the	air	hole	cover.	If	your	mattress	has	a	simple	air	hole,	it	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate.	However,	air	mattresses
with	one-way	valves	may	require	slightly	more	action	on	your	part.	If	your	mattress	doesn't	immediately	start	deflating,	try	one	of	the	following	tips:Look	for	an	air-release	switch	to	flip.Turn	an	air-release	mechanism	on	the	valve	to	let	air	escape.Unscrew	the	valve	itself	from	its	housing.2Fold	or	roll	the	mattress	to	force	air	out.	As	air	drains	from
your	mattress,	it	will	eventually	settle	into	a	mostly-deflated	state.	To	get	all	of	the	air	out,	start	to	fold	or	roll	the	mattress	starting	from	the	end	opposite	of	the	air	hole.	Fold	the	mattress	toward	the	hole	so	it	takes	up	minimal	space	when	it's	completely	deflated.To	force	absolutely	all	of	the	air	out	of	the	mattress,	try	making	small,	tight	folds	or	rolls
like	you	might	do	to	force	toothpaste	out	of	its	tube.3Use	a	vacuum	to	save	time.	If	you'd	like	to	speed	up	the	deflating	process,	try	using	a	vacuum	to	quickly	pull	air	out	of	the	mattress.	You	can	use	an	ordinary	home	vacuum,	a	shop	vacuum,	or	any	other	machine	that	can	create	a	suction	for	this	purpose.	Simply	open	the	air	hole,	wait	for	air	to	begin
leaving	the	mattress,	and	hold	the	vacuum	hose	or	nozzle	over	the	hole	to	speed	up	the	deflation.[7]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	I	know	if	I	have	too	much	air	in	my	air	mattress?	The	best	way	to	tell	is	just	by	feeling	and	looking	at	the	mattress.	If	the	mattress	is	rock	solid,	then	you	have	too	much	air,	as	adding	any	more	weight
will	cause	it	to	pop.	Also	look	to	see	bulging	or	stress	marks	to	see	if	the	plastic	is	stretching.	Remember,	once	you	lie	down	on	the	mattress,	it	will	feel	a	little	firmer	as	you	displace	the	air.	Question	Our	air	mattress	keeps	losing	air,	though	we've	only	had	it	for	a	week.	We	keep	re-filling	it,	and	we	do	lock	the	valve.	What's	wrong?	All	air	mattresses
loose	air	naturally,	but	if	it's	going	flat	in	less	than	a	day	you	probably	have	a	leak	and	need	to	patch	it.	Question	How	do	I	know	when	the	air	mattress	is	full?	The	mattress	is	full	when	it's	as	firm	or	soft	as	you	want.	To	prevent	overfilling,	most	pumps	will	make	a	higher-pitched,	louder	noise	when	the	mattress	is	full.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question
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Thanks."	Share	your	story	An	air	bed	is	handy	when	you	have	guests	staying	overnight,	or	when	you	are	camping.	While	air	beds	are	convenient	and	comfortable,	a	problem	arises	when	it	comes	to	inflating	them.	There	are	a	variety	of	air	pumps	for	air	beds,	each	with	a	unique	inflation	method.	Well	discuss	how	to	inflate	an	air	bed	in	this	article	and
go	through	the	different	types	of	airbeds.	To	inflate	a	modern	air	bed	use	the	built-in	pump.	No	external	equipment	is	necessary	to	inflate	the	air	mattress.	To	inflate	an	air	bed	without	an	internal	pump,	use	external	pumps	such	as	electric	pumps	or	manual	foot	pumps.	It	is	also	possible	to	inflate	an	air	bed	by	using	a	vacuum	in	reverse,	a	hair	dryer
at	low	heat,	or	a	garbage	bag	if	there	is	no	electric	socket	nearby.	Air	mattresses	are	not	only	a	convenient	way	to	provide	a	comfortable	sleeping	space	for	surprise	guests,	but	they	can	also	be	adjusted	to	accommodate	a	persons	firmness	preferences.	Read	our	article	on	whether	air	beds	are	good	for	your	back	and	how	to	choose	the	best	one	for
your	requirements.	Additionally,	check	out	our	comprehensive	guide	to	air	bed	benefits	for	more	detailed	information.	If	youre	looking	for	a	more	permanent	guest	bed	in	your	home,	however,	be	sure	to	check	out	our	ultimate	list	of	guest	bed	ideas	as	well	as	our	comparison	guide	to	Murphy	beds	vs	daybeds,	sofa	beds,	and	futons	for	additional
information.	One	of	the	easiest	and	most	convenient	ways	to	inflate	an	air	bed	is	to	get	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	A	built-in	pump	is	an	internal	pump	that	is	built	inside	the	air	mattress	and	can	be	either	battery-operated	or	electrically	powered.	Either	way,	you	wont	have	to	struggle	with	fitting	any	external	equipment	into	the	valve,	and
you	wont	end	up	with	sore	leg	muscles	from	manually	pumping	up	the	air	mattress.	To	inflate	an	air	bed	with	a	built-in	pump,	lay	the	air	mattress	out	on	a	clear	area,	connect	the	power	cord	to	an	electrical	outlet,	set	the	controls	to	inflate,	and	turn	on	the	pump.	When	you	get	your	air	bed,	look	for	the	built-in	pump	located	in	one	of	the	side	walls	of
the	mattress.	Flip	on	the	switch,	and,	provided	the	pump	is	receiving	power	either	from	an	outlet	or	batteries,	it	will	start	to	inflate	the	mattress.	Some	internal	pumps	offer	the	option	to	control	the	inflation	level	of	the	mattress,	so	you	can	adjust	the	firmness	of	the	bed	to	your	liking.	This	air	mattress	features	a	built-in	pump	that	lets	you	inflate	the
air	bed	easily	and	quickly.	Image	source:	Amazon.	First,	take	the	air	bed	out	of	its	box	and	move	it	to	where	you	want	to	sleep.	Clear	the	area	in	which	you	will	be	using	the	air	bed	and	make	sure	there	are	no	sharp	objects	before	laying	out	the	air	mattress	on	the	floor.	This	will	help	protect	the	air	mattress	from	damage	and	keep	it	from	deflating	in
the	middle	of	the	night.	To	use	the	built-in	pump,	look	at	the	end	of	the	mattress	and	locate	the	pump.	Youll	notice	that	the	power	cord	is	hidden	inside	its	own	compartment	next	to	the	pump.	Pull	out	the	power	cord	and	plug	it	into	a	power	source.	Use	an	extension	cord	if	the	power	cord	is	too	short	to	reach	the	outlet.	However,	since	you	might	not
always	have	access	to	electricity,	especially	when	you	are	camping,	you	should	consider	using	a	battery-operated	air	mattress.	The	downside	is	that	you	will	have	to	either	keep	buying	new	batteries	or	make	sure	that	the	batteries	are	fully	charged	before	each	use.	Once	you	have	the	pump	plugged	in,	choose	the	inflate	option	on	the	outside	of	the
pump.	Fill	up	the	mattress	with	enough	air	for	a	comfortable	sleep	but	avoid	over-inflating	it.	After	you	have	finished	using	the	air	bed,	you	should	use	the	deflate	option,	which	will	reverse	the	pump	and	draw	all	of	the	air	out	of	the	mattress.	Once	the	deflation	process	is	finished	unplug	the	pump	and	place	the	power	cord	back	into	its	compartment.
Finally,	carefully	roll	the	mattress	up	and	place	it	in	the	storage	bag	or	box	that	it	came	with	for	safe	keeping.	A	foot	pump	is	a	manual	pump	that	takes	the	form	of	a	foot	pedal	attached	to	a	hose	and	nozzle.	This	type	of	pump	is	practical	as	it	doesnt	require	electricity	to	function,	but	is	quite	tiring,	as	youll	have	to	pump	your	foot	on	the	pedal
repeatedly	to	force	air	into	the	mattress.	until	you	reach	your	desired	firmness.	Foot	pumps	are	also	very	handy	for	camping	because	you	will	be	able	to	inflate	your	mattress	inside	a	tent.	Read	our	article	on	comfortable	truck	camping	beds	for	more	ideas	to	increase	the	comfort	level	of	air	mattresses.	To	inflate	an	air	mattress	with	a	foot	pump	first
open	the	valve	cover	on	the	mattress,	next	insert	the	pump	nozzle	into	the	valve	opening,	compress	the	foot	pump	by	stomping	on	it,	and	finally	screw	the	protective	cap	back	onto	the	valve	opening	when	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated.	A	manual	foot	pump	is	a	convenient	way	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	when	camping.	Image	Source:	Amazon.	First,	locate
the	air	valve	on	the	side	of	the	mattress	and	remove	the	protective	cap.	The	valve	opening	is	the	hole	that	will	be	connected	to	the	pump	to	allow	the	air	to	enter	the	mattress.	Insert	the	pumps	nozzle	into	the	hole	or	valve	opening.	The	pump	should	make	a	tight	seal	with	the	material	around	the	valve.	Otherwise,	the	air	will	escape,	making	it	harder	to
inflate	the	air	mattress.	If	the	pump	is	loose,	try	putting	duct	tape	around	the	pump	to	make	a	tight	seal	with	the	valve.	Once	the	nozzle	is	connected	to	the	valve	opening,	step	on	the	pedal	repeatedly	to	force	air	into	the	mattress	until	you	reach	your	desired	firmness.	Once	you	reach	your	desired	inflation	level,	take	off	the	pump	and	screw	the	valve
cap	back	on	to	keep	the	air	inside.	Note	that	air	mattresses	with	one-way	valves	will	automatically	trap	air	inside,	whereas	mattresses	with	simple	air	holes	(and	no	valves)	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate	as	soon	as	the	pump	is	removed.	So,	screw	the	cap	back	on	for	all	mattresses	to	protect	them	against	deflation.	Most	modern	air	mattresses	come
with	an	external	electric	air	pump.	An	external	electric	pump	is	going	to	require	an	electrical	source.	Electric	pumps	work	great	for	inflating	air	mattresses	for	home	use,	but	they	are	not	ideal	for	camping	situations.	However,	note	that	they	are	usually	quite	loud,	so	you	may	want	to	be	careful	about	running	them	while	others	are	sleeping.	To	inflate
an	air	mattress	with	an	external	electric	pump,	first	insert	the	pump	nozzle	into	the	open	air	valve,	next	plug	the	power	cord	into	an	electrical	outlet,	and	then	turn	on	the	power.	Most	external	electric	pumps	come	with	various	size	nozzle	adaptors	to	ensure	a	snug	fit	into	the	air	mattress	valve.	Image	Source:	Amazon.	First,	locate	the	air	valve	on	the
side	of	the	mattress.	Then,	remove	the	protective	cap	and	insert	the	pumps	nozzle	into	the	air	valve	while	creating	a	secure	seal	to	trap	the	air	inside.	Plug	the	power	cord	into	an	electricity	source.	Usually,	the	power	source	is	a	standard	120V	outlet.	Use	an	extension	cord	if	the	power	cord	is	not	long	enough	to	reach	the	electrical	outlet.	Once	the
power	cord	is	plugged	into	the	electrical	outlet,	turn	the	power	button	on.	The	mattress	should	immediately	begin	to	inflate.	Once	the	air	mattress	is	firm	enough	to	hold	your	weight,	remove	the	nozzle	and	quickly	close	the	valve	cap	to	prevent	it	from	deflating.	If	you	have	an	air	bed	without	a	pump,	you	will	be	able	to	inflate	the	mattress	with	the
help	of	common	household	items,	which	can	blow	air	similar	to	the	way	regular	pumps	do.	Most	air	mattresses	are	made	from	plastic	or	vinyl,	which	can	sometimes	melt	or	deform	if	exposed	to	high	heat,	so	make	sure	to	use	a	cool	air	setting	if	possible.	To	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump	you	can	use	a	vacuum	in	reverse,	a	hairdryer	at	low	heat,	or	a
garbage	bag	if	there	is	no	power.	A	vacuum	cleaner	with	a	reverse	option,	like	this	2-in-1	vacuum,	can	blow	air	instead	of	sucking	it	up.	With	an	appliance	like	this,	all	you	need	to	do	is	remove	the	internal	dust	bag,	then	hold	up	the	narrow	cleaning	nozzle	against	the	air	mattresses	inflation	valve.	Use	duct	tape	to	secure	the	nozzle	to	the	valve	and
create	a	tight	seal.	Turn	on	the	vacuum	cleaner	until	the	mattress	is	inflated.	Hair	dryers	work	almost	as	well	as	electric	pumps.	They	require	electricity	but	there	are	cordless	hair	dryers,	like	this	one,	that	run	off	of	batteries	and	use	cool	air.	Either	way,	switch	the	hair	dryer	to	blow	out	air	at	low	heat	because	the	plastic	and	vinyl	in	your	air	mattress
could	become	deformed	if	exposed	to	high	heat.	Hold	the	outlet	nozzle	of	the	hair	dryer	against	the	open	valve	of	the	air	bed	to	inflate	the	mattress.	Wrap	duct	tape	around	the	hair	dryer	and	the	valve	in	order	to	create	a	tight	seal.	Keep	the	hairdryer	on	until	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated,	then	turn	it	off	and	seal	the	air	inlet	of	the	mattress.	If	you	have
no	other	options	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	you	can	use	a	garbage	bag	to	get	the	job	done.	Open	a	heavy-duty	garbage	bag	and	swing	it	around	to	catch	plenty	of	air,	then	gather	up	the	open	end	of	the	bag	to	trap	the	air	inside.	Next,	hold	the	open	end	of	the	bag	around	the	valve	on	the	air	bed	and	squeeze	the	bag	to	force	the	air	out	and	into	the
mattress.	Repeat	as	needed	until	the	air	bed	is	fully	inflated.	Make	sure	to	also	check	out	our	guide	to	air	bed	valve	replacement	in	case	your	valve	breaks	or	to	extend	the	life	of	your	air	bed.	Additionally,	you	may	find	interest	in	troubleshooting	what	to	do	if	your	air	bed	keeps	losing	air	or	deflates	overnight,	so	be	sure	to	check	that	out	too.	You
should	inflate	an	air	mattress	to	a	pressure	that	is	comfortable	for	you.	An	air	mattress	is	inflated	within	minutes	with	the	use	of	battery-operated	or	electronic	pumps,	but	it	can	take	much	longer	if	you	are	using	manual	pumps.	An	air	mattress	can	be	adjusted	slightly	for	firmness	by	putting	more	or	less	air	into	it.	It	is	supposed	to	act	like	a	real
mattress	and	real	mattresses	can	have	different	feels.	Ideally,	there	shouldnt	be	any	excessive	sagging	when	you	are	laying	on	the	air	mattress.	Inflate	an	air	mattress	to	a	firmness	that	matches	your	normal	bedroom	mattress.	If	more	than	one	person	is	sleeping	on	the	air	mattress,	it	should	be	inflated	more.	Do	not	exceed	90%	of	the	air	mattress
capacity	because	this	will	damage	the	air	mattress.	Re-inflate	the	air	mattress	as	needed	to	maintain	firmness.	Check	your	air	bed	regularly	for	sagging	and	keep	a	pump	close	at	hand	to	re-inflate	the	mattress	as	often	as	needed,	because	they	tend	to	deflate	over	time.	This	manual	gives	you	tips	from	Intex,	an	air	mattress	manufacturer,	on	how	to
take	care	of	your	mattress.	The	more	the	air	bed	is	inflated,	the	firmer	it	is.	You	may	also	need	to	pump	up	the	mattress	several	hours	before	you	plan	on	going	to	bed,	because	this	will	allow	the	air	mattress	to	adjust	to	the	temperature	of	the	room.	As	a	rule	of	thumb,	the	heavier	you	are,	the	firmer	your	air	mattress	should	be.	An	air	mattress	is	more
likely	to	sink	when	two	people	are	sharing	it	because	it	carries	more	weight.	So,	if	you	want	support	and	longer	lasting	comfort,	you	will	need	a	higher	level	of	inflation	to	keep	the	mattress	firm	while	accommodating	two	sleepers.	However,	once	you	lie	down	on	the	mattress,	it	will	feel	a	little	firmer	as	you	displace	the	air,	and	any	more	weight	can
cause	the	air	mattress	to	burst.	You	may	also	find	interest	in	our	comprehensive	guide	to	air	mattress	weight	limits	to	ensure	youre	using	the	right	air	bed	for	your	needs.	Firmness	is	often	said	to	be	very	subjective	because	what	may	feel	comfortable	to	one	person	can	be	uncomfortable	to	someone	else.	The	longer	you	inflate	your	bed	the	firmer	it
will	be.	So	start	by	thinking	about	your	current	mattress.	If	you	know	where	it	falls	on	the	firmness	scale,	think	about	whether	its	right	for	you	or	whether	something	softer	or	firmer	would	be	better.	Then	adjust	the	level	of	firmness	of	your	air	mattress	by	forcing	air	in	or	out	so	you	end	up	with	a	comfortable	mattress	that	provides	pressure	point
relief	and	proper	spine	alignment.	Read	our	article	about	using	a	mattress	topper	on	an	air	mattress	for	tips	and	tricks	to	help	adjust	the	firmness	to	your	preference.	A	very	firm	mattress	is	as	harmful	as	a	weakly	inflated	mattress.If	you	over	inflate	an	air	mattress,	all	the	excess	air	will	move	towards	the	middle.	When	you	lay	down,	that	air	will	move
towards	the	sides	and	place	stress	on	the	seams,	which	could	cause	the	seams	to	rip.	Therefore,	it	is	recommended	that	your	air	mattress	only	be	blown	to	about	90	percent	capacity,	especially	the	first	time	it	is	used	because	each	time	you	overfill	the	mattress,	the	mattress	becomes	more	likely	to	rupture.	If	it	does,	make	sure	to	check	out	our	step-
by-step	guide	on	how	to	fix	an	air	bed	leak	to	find	out	how	to	fix	it.	You	might	also	find	interest	in	our	related	article,	Air	Bed	vs.	Waterbed	Which	is	Right	For	You,	so	make	sure	to	check	that	one	out	too.	Key	Takeaways	Inflating	Air	Beds	with	Built-In	Pumps	Modern	air	beds	often	come	equipped	with	built-in	pumps,	either	electric	or	battery-operated,
simplifying	the	inflation	process.	With	a	built-in	pump,	lay	the	air	bed	on	a	clear	area,	connect	the	power	cord	to	an	electrical	outlet,	set	the	controls	to	inflate,	and	turn	on	the	pump.	The	convenience	of	built-in	pumps	eliminates	the	need	for	external	equipment	and	provides	an	easy	way	to	adjust	the	firmness	of	the	bed	to	personal	preferences.
Utilizing	External	Pumps	For	air	beds	without	internal	pumps,	external	pumps,	either	electric	or	manual	like	foot	pumps,	are	utilized.	Electric	pumps	are	efficient	but	require	an	electrical	outlet,	making	them	suitable	for	home	use	but	less	ideal	for	camping.	On	the	other	hand,	manual	foot	pumps	require	physical	effort	but	are	portable	and	dont
require	electricity,	making	them	a	practical	choice	for	outdoor	adventures.	The	process	involves	opening	the	valve	cover	on	the	mattress,	inserting	the	pump	nozzle	into	the	valve	opening,	and	manually	pumping	or	turning	on	the	electric	pump	until	the	desired	firmness	is	achieved.	Alternative	Inflation	Methods	In	situations	where	a	pump	is	not
available,	common	household	items	can	serve	as	alternative	inflation	methods.	A	vacuum	cleaner	in	reverse,	a	hairdryer	on	a	cool	setting,	or	a	filled	garbage	bag	can	be	used	to	inflate	an	air	bed.	While	these	methods	may	require	some	additional	effort	or	caution,	especially	to	avoid	overheating	the	air	bed	material,	they	provide	feasible	solutions	for
inflating	an	air	bed	when	standard	pumps	are	not	an	option.	Firmness	Adjustments	and	Considerations	The	level	of	inflation	significantly	impacts	the	firmness	and	comfort	of	an	air	bed.	Its	advisable	to	inflate	an	air	bed	to	a	pressure	that	mirrors	the	firmness	of	a	regular	mattress,	ensuring	a	comfortable	sleep	experience.	Over-inflation	should	be
avoided	to	prevent	putting	stress	on	the	seams	of	the	air	bed,	which	could	lead	to	ruptures.	The	firmness	can	be	adjusted	slightly	to	accommodate	personal	preferences	or	the	weight	of	multiple	sleepers,	making	air	beds	a	flexible	sleeping	solution.	Regular	Maintenance	for	Optimal	Comfort	Air	beds	may	require	re-inflation	over	time	to	maintain	the
desired	firmness.	Regular	checks	for	sagging	and	having	a	pump	handy	for	adjustments	help	in	maintaining	a	comfortable	and	supportive	sleeping	surface.	Especially	when	accommodating	more	than	one	sleeper,	higher	levels	of	inflation	are	recommended	to	ensure	the	air	bed	remains	firm	and	supportive	throughout	the	usage	period.	Open	the	valve
cover	on	the	side	of	the	air	mattress.Place	an	electric	or	manual	pump	inside	of	the	valve.Turn	on	the	pump	or	start	pumping	it	by	hand.Seal	the	valve	once	the	mattress	feels	firm	to	the	touch.1Open	the	valve	cover.	Most	air	mattresses	either	have	a	one-way	air	valve	(which	allows	air	to	easily	enter	the	mattress,	but	not	leave	it)	or	a	simple	hole
somewhere	on	the	side	of	the	mattress.	Locate	the	cover	and	remove	the	protective	cap.Some	modern	air	mattresses	have	pumps	built	into	them	on	the	side.	If	your	mattress	has	a	built-in	pump,	then	it	most	likely	wont	have	a	valve	cover	that	you	need	to	open.	2Insert	an	air	pump	into	the	valve.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	an	electric	pump,	but
you	can	also	use	a	hand	pump	or	foot	pump.	Insert	the	pump's	nozzle	into	the	hole	or	valve	opening.	Push	the	pump	firmly	into	the	hole	so	it	makes	a	tight	seal	with	the	material	around	the	valve.	If	it	doesn't,	there's	a	chance	that	air	may	escape	around	the	pump,	making	it	harder	to	fully	inflate	the	mattress.[1]If	youre	using	a	pump	that	doesnt	get	a
tight	seal	around	the	valve,	try	wrapping	duct	tape	around	the	pump	nozzle	until	it	stays	firmly	seated	in	the	valve.	Advertisement	3Turn	on	an	electric	pump	to	inflate	the	air	mattress.	Plug	in	the	electric	air	pump	or	make	sure	it	has	battery	power,	and	then	turn	it	on.	The	mattress	will	immediately	begin	to	inflate.	Keep	it	running	until	the	mattress
feels	firm	but	gives	slightly	when	you	put	weight	on	it.[2]Inflation	time:	3-5	minutes	if	its	plugged	in,	5-10	minutes	if	its	battery-poweredElectric	pumps	are	usually	quite	loud,	so	avoid	running	them	near	where	others	are	sleeping.Be	careful	not	to	over-inflate	the	air	mattress	because	its	more	likely	to	form	leaks.	If	the	mattress	is	solid	and	doesnt	flex
when	you	lie	down,	then	let	some	of	the	air	out.4Pump	by	hand	or	foot	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump.	If	you	have	an	older	air	mattress	or	you	lost	your	electric	pump,	you	may	only	have	a	manual	pump	at	your	disposal.	For	a	hand	pump,	move	the	handle	up	and	down	to	inflate	the	mattress.	With	a	foot	pump,	step	down	on	the	pedal	repeatedly	to	force
air	into	the	mattress.Inflation	time:	10-15	minutes5Screw	the	valve	cover	back	on.	Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated	and	firm	to	the	touch,	remove	the	pump,	and	then	screw	the	valve	or	hole	cap	back	on	to	trap	the	air	inside.	Grab	some	sheets,	blankets,	and	pillows	to	make	your	bed	and	get	ready	to	fall	asleep!Air	mattresses	with	one-way	valves
automatically	trap	air	inside,	but	it's	still	a	good	idea	to	screw	the	cap	back	on	to	provide	another	layer	of	protection	against	deflation.Mattresses	with	simple	air	holes	and	no	valves	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate	as	soon	as	the	pump	is	removed,	so	screw	the	cap	back	on	as	quickly	as	possible.	Advertisement	1Use	a	hair	dryer	if	there	is	no	pump
available.	If	you	don't	have	any	pump	to	inflate	your	mattress,	an	electric	hair	dryer	can	do	the	trick.	Simply	turn	the	hair	dryer	on	the	coldest	setting	and	hold	it	against	the	open	valve	hole	to	begin	filling	the	mattress.	If	the	hair	dryer	won't	perfectly	fit	into	the	air	valve,	then	try	cupping	your	hand	around	the	nozzle	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.
[3]Inflation	time:	4-5	minutesBe	sure	to	use	cool	air.	Most	air	mattresses	are	made	from	plastic	or	vinyl,	which	can	sometimes	melt	or	deform	if	you	use	a	high	heat	setting.2Use	a	vacuum	cleaner	or	shop	vac	if	it	has	a	blow	function.	Many	shop	vacuums	have	a	function	that	blows	out	air	instead	of	having	normal	suction.	Hold	the	nozzle	up	to	the	air
hole	or	valve,	and	turn	it	on	to	inflate	your	air	mattress.Inflation	time:	5-6	minutesIf	you	have	an	ordinary	home	vacuum	cleaner,	remove	the	bag	and	connect	a	long,	narrow	cleaning	nozzle	to	the	hole	that	the	bag	was	originally	attached	to.	Air	will	shoot	out	of	this	nozzle	so	you	can	use	it	to	inflate	your	mattress.Alternatively,	take	the	air	mattress
outside	and	blow	into	the	valve	opening	with	a	leaf	blower.3Use	a	garbage	bag	for	a	cheap	alternative.	First,	open	a	large	garbage	bag	and	swing	it	up	and	down	to	catch	plenty	of	air	inside.	Hold	the	bag	closed	to	trap	the	air.	Bring	the	bag	up	to	your	mattress's	air	hole	and	hold	the	open	end	of	the	bag	around	it.	Squeeze	the	bag	to	force	the	air	out
and	into	the	mattress.	Refill	the	bag	and	continue	filling	the	mattress	until	its	full.[4]Inflation	time:	5-10	minutesIf	you	have	a	choice,	use	heavy-duty	trash	bags	for	this	method.	Weaker	bags	are	vulnerable	to	popping	under	your	weight4Use	a	bike	or	tire	pump.	If	you've	biked	or	driven	to	the	place	where	you're	using	your	air	mattress,	use	the	pump
you	brought	with	you.	Use	a	suitable	adapter	nozzle	to	fit	into	the	air	mattresss	intake	valve.	Then,	pump	the	air	mattress	up	the	same	way	that	you	would	for	your	tires.Inflation	time:	10-15	minutes5Inflate	the	mattress	with	your	breath	as	a	last	resort.	If	you	can't	find	any	objects	to	help	you	inflate	your	mattress,	take	a	deep	breath	and	try	the	old-
fashioned	way.	Use	soap	or	sanitizer	to	ensure	the	mattress's	air	hole	is	clean,	then	simply	put	your	mouth	against	it	and	blow	air	into	it.	Keep	blowing	into	the	mattress	until	its	full	and	firm.Inflation	time:	15-30	minutesIf	you	see	stars	or	you	feel	dizzy,	stop	and	cover	the	hole	so	you	can	catch	your	breath.If	your	air	mattress	doesn't	have	a	one-way
valve,	keep	your	mouth	pressed	into	the	air	hole	and	close	your	throat	to	keep	air	from	blowing	back	out.	Breathe	in	through	your	nose	instead	of	using	your	mouth.Using	your	breath	also	introduces	moisture	to	the	inside	of	your	mattress,	which	could	cause	mold	to	grow.	Advertisement	1Refill	the	air	mattress	right	before	you	go	to	bed.	The	first	few
times	you	use	an	air	mattress,	the	material	stretches	and	it	may	lose	some	firmness.	Check	the	air	mattress	before	you	lie	down,	and	inflate	it	again	if	it	doesnt	feel	firm	enough.[5]Air	mattresses	are	usually	completely	stretched	after	2-3	uses.2Avoid	excessive	weight	on	the	mattress.	Each	air	mattress	has	a	weight	limit,	and	putting	more	weight	on
the	mattress	could	cause	it	to	lose	air.	Check	the	weight	limit	of	the	air	mattress	youre	using,	and	make	sure	that	you	stay	below	the	limit	so	your	bed	stays	inflated	through	the	entire	night.3Patch	any	leaks	or	holes	that	you	find.	If	your	air	mattress	slowly	deflates	throughout	the	night,	there	may	be	a	leak.	To	find	the	leak,	wet	the	surface	with	soapy
water	while	the	mattress	is	inflated	and	look	where	bubbles	are	forming.	Deflate	your	mattress,	and	use	a	[patch	kit]	to	cover	the	hole.	Allow	the	patch	to	set	for	the	time	listed	on	the	packaging	before	re-inflating	the	mattress	again.[6]In	a	pinch,	covering	the	hole	with	duct	tape,	hot	glue,	or	super	glue	are	all	good	temporary	fixes	to	get	you	through
the	night.Mark	the	leak	with	a	marker	so	you	are	able	to	find	it	again	when	you	make	your	repairs.	Advertisement	1Unscrew	the	valve	cover.	When	you're	done	sleeping	on	your	air	mattress	and	want	to	stow	it	for	storage,	unscrew	the	air	hole	cover.	If	your	mattress	has	a	simple	air	hole,	it	will	immediately	begin	to	deflate.	However,	air	mattresses
with	one-way	valves	may	require	slightly	more	action	on	your	part.	If	your	mattress	doesn't	immediately	start	deflating,	try	one	of	the	following	tips:Look	for	an	air-release	switch	to	flip.Turn	an	air-release	mechanism	on	the	valve	to	let	air	escape.Unscrew	the	valve	itself	from	its	housing.2Fold	or	roll	the	mattress	to	force	air	out.	As	air	drains	from
your	mattress,	it	will	eventually	settle	into	a	mostly-deflated	state.	To	get	all	of	the	air	out,	start	to	fold	or	roll	the	mattress	starting	from	the	end	opposite	of	the	air	hole.	Fold	the	mattress	toward	the	hole	so	it	takes	up	minimal	space	when	it's	completely	deflated.To	force	absolutely	all	of	the	air	out	of	the	mattress,	try	making	small,	tight	folds	or	rolls
like	you	might	do	to	force	toothpaste	out	of	its	tube.3Use	a	vacuum	to	save	time.	If	you'd	like	to	speed	up	the	deflating	process,	try	using	a	vacuum	to	quickly	pull	air	out	of	the	mattress.	You	can	use	an	ordinary	home	vacuum,	a	shop	vacuum,	or	any	other	machine	that	can	create	a	suction	for	this	purpose.	Simply	open	the	air	hole,	wait	for	air	to	begin
leaving	the	mattress,	and	hold	the	vacuum	hose	or	nozzle	over	the	hole	to	speed	up	the	deflation.[7]	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	How	do	I	know	if	I	have	too	much	air	in	my	air	mattress?	The	best	way	to	tell	is	just	by	feeling	and	looking	at	the	mattress.	If	the	mattress	is	rock	solid,	then	you	have	too	much	air,	as	adding	any	more	weight
will	cause	it	to	pop.	Also	look	to	see	bulging	or	stress	marks	to	see	if	the	plastic	is	stretching.	Remember,	once	you	lie	down	on	the	mattress,	it	will	feel	a	little	firmer	as	you	displace	the	air.	Question	Our	air	mattress	keeps	losing	air,	though	we've	only	had	it	for	a	week.	We	keep	re-filling	it,	and	we	do	lock	the	valve.	What's	wrong?	All	air	mattresses
loose	air	naturally,	but	if	it's	going	flat	in	less	than	a	day	you	probably	have	a	leak	and	need	to	patch	it.	Question	How	do	I	know	when	the	air	mattress	is	full?	The	mattress	is	full	when	it's	as	firm	or	soft	as	you	want.	To	prevent	overfilling,	most	pumps	will	make	a	higher-pitched,	louder	noise	when	the	mattress	is	full.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question
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in	English	Writing.	This	article	has	been	viewed	746,744	times.	Co-authors:	23	Updated:	November	6,	2024	Views:746,744	Categories:	Featured	Articles	|	Mattresses	PrintSend	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	746,744	times.	"I	used	a	plastic	bag.	Worked	great,	took	a	little	bit	longer	but	worked	great.
Thanks."	Share	your	story	An	air	mattress	is	an	inflatable	mattress,	which	is	usually	made	of	PVC.	The	average	air	mattress	will	take	about	10	minutes	to	inflate.	However,	there	are	some	air	mattresses	that	can	take	up	to	30	minutes	to	inflate.	If	you	are	using	an	air	mattress	for	the	first	time,	it	is	important	to	read	the	instructions	that	come	with	the



mattress.	This	will	help	you	to	understand	how	long	it	should	take	to	inflate	the	mattress.	So,	how	long	does	an	air	mattress	take	to	inflate?	It	is	best	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	slowly.	Depending	on	the	size	of	the	mattress,	it	can	take	anywhere	from	a	few	minutes	to	half	an	hour	to	fully	inflate.	Lets	dig	into	it	and	see	what	secrets	it	holds.	If	youve	ever
wondered	how	long	it	takes	to	inflate	a	mattress,	youre	not	alone.	Its	a	common	question,	and	one	that	doesnt	have	a	straightforward	answer.	The	truth	is,	it	depends	on	the	type	of	mattress	you	have.	For	example,	a	memory	foam	mattress	will	take	longer	to	inflate	than	an	air	mattress.	However,	in	general,	you	can	expect	a	mattress	to	take	anywhere
from	24	to	48	hours	to	fully	inflate.	So,	if	youre	in	a	hurry,	you	might	want	to	consider	an	air	mattress	instead.	Of	course,	there	are	always	exceptions	to	the	rule.	If	you	have	a	particularly	high-end	mattress,	it	could	take	longer	to	inflate.	Or,	if	youre	using	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	a	bit	longer	than	if	youre	using	an	electric	pump.	Either	way,	the
important	thing	to	remember	is	to	be	patient.	Your	mattress	will	eventually	reach	its	full	size,	and	youll	be	able	to	enjoy	a	good	nights	sleep.	Along	with,	Waiting	24-48	hours	is	standard	for	a	memory	foam	mattress	to	completely	take	on	its	full	shape.	The	reason	manufacturers	give	this	instruction	is	to	cover	their	responsibility.	They	prefer	customers
to	wait	24	hours	to	allow	for	the	expansion	process	to	be	completed.	When	it	comes	to	inflating	an	air	mattress,	there	is	no	one-size-fits-all	answer.	The	amount	of	time	it	takes	to	fully	inflate	your	mattress	will	depend	on	the	size	of	the	mattress,	the	type	of	pump	you	are	using,	and	your	own	personal	preferences.	If	you	are	using	a	manual	pump,	it	can
take	upwards	of	10	minutes	to	fully	inflate	a	queen-sized	air	mattress.	However,	if	you	are	using	an	electronic	or	battery-operated	pump,	the	process	will	take	mere	minutes.	Once	your	mattress	is	inflated,	take	a	few	minutes	to	adjust	the	firmness	to	your	liking.	Most	air	mattresses	have	a	built-in	valve	that	allows	you	to	let	out	air	if	the	mattress	is	too
firm,	or	add	more	air	if	it	is	not	firm	enough.	As	a	general	rule	of	thumb,	we	recommend	inflating	your	air	mattress	to	a	pressure	that	is	comfortable	for	you.	If	you	are	unsure	of	how	much	air	to	add,	start	with	less	air	and	add	more	until	you	find	the	perfect	level	of	firmness.	If	youve	ever	tried	sleeping	on	an	air	mattress,	you	know	that	its	not	the	most
comfortable	experience.	The	mattress	is	usually	too	soft,	and	you	can	feel	every	little	movement.	This	can	make	it	difficult	to	get	a	good	nights	sleep.	So,	can	you	sleep	on	an	air	mattress	right	away?	The	answer	is	no.	Its	not	a	good	idea	to	sleep	on	an	air	mattress	for	more	than	a	few	nights.	Long-term	use	can	lead	to	back	pain	and	stiffness.	Without
adequate	support,	your	spine	will	be	out	of	alignment,	and	so	you	wont	have	a	restorative	sleep.	If	you	need	a	mattress	for	a	short-term	stay,	an	air	mattress	might	be	okay.	But	for	long-term	use,	its	best	to	invest	in	a	more	comfortable	and	supportive	option.	Moreover,	An	inflatable	mattress	is	not	as	supportive	as	a	regular	mattress.	This	means	that	it
might	be	okay	to	sleep	on	it	once	in	a	while,	but	if	you	use	it	all	the	time,	you	might	start	to	have	back	pain	and	stiffness.	This	is	because	without	adequate	support,	your	spine	will	be	out	of	alignment,	and	so	you	wont	have	a	restorative	sleep.	The	answer	may	seem	obvious	using	an	air	pump	but	there	are	a	few	tricks	to	get	the	job	done	quickly	and
efficiently.	Here	are	a	few	tips	to	get	your	air	mattress	inflated	in	no	time:	If	you	have	an	electric	air	pump,	make	sure	to	plug	it	in	and	turn	it	on	before	you	start	inflating	the	mattress.	If	youre	using	a	manual	air	pump,	start	pumping	as	soon	as	you	start	to	inflate	the	mattress.	Inflate	the	mattress	in	short	bursts,	and	then	stop	to	check	the	progress.
This	will	help	you	avoid	over-inflating	the	mattress.	Once	the	mattress	is	inflated,	close	the	valve	to	prevent	air	from	leaking	out.	Assuming	you	want	an	answer	to	the	question	in	the	title:	It	takes	about	10-15	minutes	to	inflate	an	Intex	air	mattress	using	an	air	pump.	The	time	it	takes	to	inflate	the	mattress	will	depend	on	the	size	of	the	mattress	and
the	power	of	the	air	pump.	If	you	have	an	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump,	you	can	inflate	it	without	electricity	by	using	a	manual	pump.	To	do	this,	first,	make	sure	that	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress	is	open.	Then,	attach	the	manual	pump	to	the	valve.	Pump	the	manual	pump	until	the	air	mattress	is	inflated	to	the	desired	level.	Do	you	have	an	air
mattress	with	a	built-in	pump?	If	so,	you	may	be	wondering	how	to	inflate	it.	Here	are	some	simple	instructions:	First,	find	an	outlet	and	plug	in	the	air	mattress	pump.	Then,	open	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	You	will	hear	the	pump	start	to	work.	Next,	lie	down	on	the	air	mattress	and	begin	to	pump	it	up.	The	pump	will	do	most	of	the	work	for	you.
Just	be	sure	to	stop	pumping	when	the	mattress	is	full.	Finally,	close	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	This	will	prevent	air	from	escaping.	And	thats	it!	Youve	now	successfully	inflated	your	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	This	is	a	question	that	we	get	asked	a	lot	here	at	the	blog.	And	the	answer	is	yes!	You	can	inflate	an	air	mattress	while	laying	on	it.
Heres	how:	1.	Make	sure	that	the	air	mattress	is	fully	inflated	before	you	start.	2.	Lay	down	on	the	air	mattress	and	position	yourself	so	that	you	are	comfortable.	3.	Use	your	body	weight	to	slowly	push	the	air	out	of	the	mattress.	4.	Once	the	air	is	out,	you	can	start	inflating	the	mattress	again.	5.	Repeat	this	process	until	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated.
Its	really	that	simple!	So	next	time	youre	wondering	how	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	while	youre	already	on	it,	just	follow	these	steps	and	youll	be	fine.	If	youve	ever	found	yourself	in	a	situation	where	you	need	to	inflate	an	air	bed	but	dont	have	a	pump	on	hand,	youre	not	alone.	Its	a	common	problem	that	can	often	be	solved	with	a	little	ingenuity	and
some	common	household	items.	Here	are	a	few	tips	on	how	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump:	1.	Use	a	vacuum	cleaner.	If	you	have	a	vacuum	cleaner	with	a	hose	attachment,	you	can	use	it	to	suck	the	air	out	of	the	bed.	Just	make	sure	that	you	seal	the	end	of	the	hose	tightly	around	the	beds	valve.	2.	Use	a	straw.	Another	option	is	to	use	a	straw	to
suck	the	air	out	of	the	bed.	This	can	be	a	bit	more	difficult	than	using	a	vacuum	cleaner,	but	its	definitely	doable.	3.	Use	your	mouth.	This	is	probably	the	most	old-fashioned	way	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump,	but	it	works.	Just	seal	your	lips	around	the	beds	valve	and	blow.	4.	Use	a	balloon.	If	you	have	a	balloon,	you	can	use	it	to	inflate	the	bed.
Just	tie	the	balloon	to	the	beds	valve	and	blow	it	up.	5.	Use	a	can	of	compressed	air.	This	is	probably	the	easiest	way	to	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump.	Just	point	the	nozzle	of	the	can	at	the	beds	valve	and	release	the	air.	These	are	just	a	few	of	the	ways	that	you	can	inflate	an	air	bed	without	a	pump.	With	a	little	bit	of	creativity,	you	should	be	able
to	come	up	with	a	few	other	methods	as	well.	Assuming	you	are	talking	about	a	standard	air	mattress,	it	should	take	you	no	more	than	10	minutes	to	fully	inflate	the	mattress.	If	you	are	using	an	electric	pump,	it	will	take	less	time.	If	you	are	using	a	manual	pump,	it	might	take	a	bit	longer.	A	self	inflating	pad	is	an	camping	essential	that	can	make	or
break	your	camping	trip.	If	you	dont	have	a	comfortable	place	to	sleep,	youre	not	going	to	have	a	good	time.	So,	how	long	does	a	self	inflating	pad	take	to	inflate?	It	depends	on	the	brand	and	model	of	self	inflating	pad	you	have.	Some	are	designed	to	inflate	in	as	little	as	30	seconds,	while	others	may	take	up	to	5	minutes.	If	youre	using	a	self	inflating
pad	for	the	first	time,	its	a	good	idea	to	read	the	instructions	that	come	with	it	so	you	know	how	long	it	should	take	to	inflate.	Once	your	self	inflating	pad	is	inflated,	it	should	be	firm	but	comfortable.	If	it	feels	too	firm,	you	can	adjust	the	amount	of	air	by	opening	the	valve	and	letting	some	out.	This	is	a	great	question	and	one	that	we	get	asked	a	lot!
The	answer	really	depends	on	how	often	you	plan	on	using	the	air	mattress	and	how	long	you	need	it	to	last.	If	you	plan	on	using	it	frequently,	we	recommend	inflating	and	deflating	the	mattress	every	few	days	to	prevent	the	material	from	weakening.	If	you	only	need	the	mattress	for	occasional	use,	inflating	it	once	a	month	should	be	sufficient.
However,	if	you	plan	on	leaving	the	mattress	inflated	for	an	extended	period	of	time,	we	recommend	checking	it	periodically	to	make	sure	that	it	is	still	inflated	to	your	desired	level.	No,	you	cannot	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress.	While	a	bike	pump	may	be	able	to	create	enough	air	pressure	to	fill	up	an	air	mattress,	it	is	not	designed	to	do
so	and	therefore	is	not	the	best	tool	for	the	job.	Inflating	an	air	mattress	with	a	bike	pump	can	be	difficult	and	time-consuming,	so	it	is	best	to	use	an	air	mattress	pump	that	is	specifically	designed	for	the	task.	If	youre	planning	on	using	an	air	mattress,	there	are	a	few	things	you	should	know	before	you	inflate	it.	First,	make	sure	that	the	area	youre
planning	to	use	it	in	is	level	and	free	of	sharp	objects.	Once	youve	found	the	perfect	spot,	its	time	to	inflate	your	mattress.	Most	air	mattresses	come	with	an	air	pump,	which	will	make	inflating	the	mattress	a	breeze.	However,	if	you	dont	have	an	air	pump,	you	can	still	inflate	your	mattress	using	a	few	household	items.	All	you	need	is	a	straw	and	a
balloon.	To	inflate	your	mattress	without	an	air	pump,	insert	the	straw	into	the	valve	on	the	mattress.	Then,	blow	into	the	straw	until	the	mattress	is	inflated	to	your	desired	level	of	firmness.	Finally,	remove	the	straw	and	seal	the	valve.	Now	that	you	know	how	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	youre	ready	to	enjoy	a	comfortable	nights	sleep.	Just	remember
to	deflate	the	mattress	before	you	store	it	away,	or	youll	be	dealing	with	a	flat	mattress	the	next	time	you	want	to	use	it.	FAQ	Assuming	you	would	like	tips	on	how	to	inflate	an	Intex	air	mattress,	here	are	a	few	tips:	-First,	make	sure	that	you	have	the	right	type	of	pump.	Youll	need	an	air	pump	that	is	designed	for	inflating	air	mattresses.	You	can	find
these	at	most	stores	that	sell	air	mattresses	or	online.	-Next,	locate	the	valve	on	the	air	mattress.	The	valve	is	usually	located	on	the	side	of	the	mattress.	-Once	you	have	located	the	valve,	attach	the	air	pump	to	the	valve.	-Now,	begin	inflating	the	mattress.	Start	by	inflating	the	mattress	to	about	half	of	its	full	size.	Then,	finish	inflating	the	mattress	to
its	full	size.	-Once	the	mattress	is	fully	inflated,	remove	the	air	pump	and	close	the	valve.	-Finally,	enjoy	your	newly	inflated	air	mattress!	Do	you	have	an	air	mattress	that	youre	not	quite	sure	if	its	full	or	not?	Here	are	a	few	quick	and	easy	ways	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full:	1.	The	most	obvious	way	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	is	by	looking	at
it.	If	the	mattress	is	completely	inflated	and	doesnt	have	any	wrinkles	or	sagging,	then	its	full.	2.	Another	way	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	is	by	feeling	it.	If	the	mattress	is	firm	to	the	touch	and	doesnt	give	when	you	press	on	it,	then	its	full.	3.	You	can	also	tell	if	an	air	mattress	is	full	by	listening	to	it.	If	you	dont	hear	any	air	hissing	out	of	the
mattress,	then	its	probably	full.	4.	Finally,	you	can	check	the	air	pressure	of	the	mattress	with	a	pressure	gauge.	If	the	pressure	is	at	the	recommended	level,	then	the	mattress	is	full.	If	you	follow	these	simple	tips,	youll	be	able	to	tell	if	your	air	mattress	is	full	and	get	a	good	nights	sleep.	Assuming	you	dont	have	an	air	pump	and	need	to	use	a	bike
pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress,	here	are	a	few	tips:	Make	sure	the	bike	pump	is	compatible	with	the	air	mattress.	Some	pumps	have	different	nozzles	for	different	purposes.	If	possible,	use	the	highest	setting	on	the	bike	pump.	This	will	inflate	the	mattress	faster.	Pump	the	air	mattress	until	it	is	firm,	but	not	too	hard.	You	dont	want	it	to	be
uncomfortable	to	sleep	on.	With	these	tips,	you	should	be	able	to	use	a	bike	pump	to	inflate	an	air	mattress	successfully.	Most	people	dont	realize	that	you	can	inflate	a	Bestway	air	mattress	with	a	built-in	pump.	Heres	how:	1.	First,	find	the	inflation	valve	on	the	mattress.	Its	usually	located	near	the	center	of	the	mattress.	2.	Next,	locate	the	pump.	It
should	be	close	to	the	inflation	valve.	3.	Once	youve	found	the	pump,	insert	the	inflation	nozzle	into	the	valve.	4.	Finally,	turn	on	the	pump	and	watch	the	mattress	fill	up!	Related	Post:	Lux	ComfortFrom	Puffy	Editorial	TeamLast	updated	on:	Jan	17,	2025	|	4	min	readAir	mattresses	have	become	a	staple	for	camping	trips,	sleepovers,	and	emergency
guest	beds.	However,	inflating	them	can	sometimes	be	a	challenge,	especially	when	you	find	yourself	without	the	right	tools.	This	guide	will	dive	deep	into	the	various	methods	to	inflate	your	air	mattress,	ensuring	a	comfortable	sleep	no	matter	where	you	are.	How	to	Inflate	an	Air	Mattress	Without	a	PumpYou've	forgotten	your	pump,	but	that	doesn't
mean	you're	doomed	to	a	night	on	the	hard	ground.	Here's	how	to	make	it	work:Manual	Power:	Use	your	mouth.	Its	old-fashioned	and	might	take	some	time,	but	it's	possible	to	blow	up	a	smaller	mattress	by	mouth.Plastic	Bag	Method:	A	large	trash	bag	can	act	as	a	makeshift	pump.	Fill	the	bag	with	air,	twist	its	open	end,	and	push	the	trapped	air	into
the	mattress	valve.How	to	Inflate	Air	Mattress	with	Built-in	PumpIf	your	mattress	comes	with	an	integrated	pump,	inflating	it	is	straightforward:Position	the	Mattress:	Lay	it	flat,	making	sure	there	are	no	sharp	objects	beneath.Locate	the	Pump	Switch:	Often	found	on	the	side,	switch	it	to	the	"inflate"	position.Plug	and	Inflate:	Connect	it	to	a	power
source,	and	watch	your	mattress	rise!Inflating	with	a	Built-in	Pump	without	ElectricityIn	situations	without	power,	creativity	becomes	necessary:Battery-Operated	Pumps:	Some	air	mattresses	come	with	battery-operated	pumps.	Make	sure	to	pack	extra	batteries.Car	Adapter:	Certain	built-in	pumps	can	connect	to	a	car's	power	outlet.	Check	if	your
mattress	includes	this	adapter.How	to	Inflate	an	Air	Mattress	with	a	Bagless	VacuumIf	you	have	a	bagless	vacuum,	it	can	double	up	as	an	air	mattress	inflator:Clean	the	Vacuum:	Ensure	no	dust	will	enter	the	mattress.Switch	to	Blower	Mode:	If	your	vacuum	has	this	setting.Connect	to	Mattress	Valve:	Use	an	attachment	that	fits	snugly.Turn	On	the
Vacuum:	Watch	the	mattress	inflate.How	to	Inflate	Air	Mattress	with	Bicycle	PumpA	bicycle	pump,	while	unconventional,	can	come	to	your	rescue:Attach	to	Valve:	You	may	need	an	adapter	or	a	DIY	solution	like	duct	tape	to	ensure	a	tight	fit.Pump	Away:	It'll	take	some	elbow	grease,	but	it	will	get	the	job	done.Check	out	Puffy	mattress	reviews	from
real	customers	and	see	how	we	compare	with	other	brands.How	Long	Does	an	Air	Mattress	Take	to	InflateThe	inflation	time	varies	based	on	the	method:Built-in	Electric	Pumps:	Fastest,	usually	under	5	minutes	for	a	queen-sized	mattress.Manual	Methods:	Anywhere	from	10	minutes	to	half	an	hour,	depending	on	the	method	and	mattress	size.Can	You
Inflate	an	Air	Mattress	While	Laying	on	it?While	tempting,	inflating	the	mattress	while	laying	on	it	isn't	recommended.	The	uneven	weight	distribution	can	lead	to	air	pockets	and	an	uncomfortable	sleeping	surface.Can	You	Over	Inflate	an	Air	Mattress?Over-inflating	can	stress	the	seams	of	the	mattress,	leading	to	leaks	or	outright	bursts.	Its	crucial
to:Follow	Manufacturers	Guidelines:	They	usually	mention	the	optimal	inflation	level.Check	Regularly:	While	inflating,	frequently	check	to	ensure	the	mattress	isnt	becoming	too	firm.Use	our	store	locator	to	find	the	closest	furniture	or	mattress	store	near	you	and	feel	the	cloudlike	comfort	of	our	Puffy	Mattress	in	person.ConclusionInflating	an	air
mattress	doesn't	have	to	be	a	daunting	task.	With	the	right	techniques	or	improvisation	when	necessary,	you	can	ensure	a	comfortable	sleep.	Whether	you're	using	built-in	pumps,	vacuums,	or	manual	methods,	the	key	is	to	be	gentle,	patient,	and	always	be	mindful	of	the	mattress's	limits.	Sweet	dreams!Note:	This	is	an	educational	article.	View	Puffy's
current	mattress	sizes	and	options.Contact	Us	7	Days	a	Week	for	Best-in-Class	SupportWHEN	TO	REACH	US5:00	a.m.	-	8:00	p.m.	PST	Monday-Friday	8:00	a.m.	-	5:00	p.m.	PST	Saturday-SundaySign	Up	for	Special	OffersGet	exclusive	savings,	product	news,	and	sleep	tips	straight	to	your	inbox.

How	long	does	it	take	to	inflate	an	air	bed.	How	long	should	you	inflate	an	air	mattress.	How	long	does	it	take	to	inflate	an	intex	air	mattress.	Air	mattress	how	to	inflate.	How	much	air	does	it	take	for	an	air
mattress	to	blow	up.	How	long	does	it	take	for	an	air	mattress	to	explode.	How	long	to	inflate	air	mattress.
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