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Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the
license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply
legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions
necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	the	statement	made	by	President	Abraham	Lincoln	on	22	September	1862	that	all	slaves	in	the	Confederate	States	were	'forever	free'	(although	it	had	no	actual	power	to	make	them	free).	After	this	statement	the
Civil	War	became	a	fight	against	slavery,	which	brought	support	for	the	Union	side	from	many	people	in	England	and	France,	and	it	became	possible	for	black	people	to	serve	in	the	army	and	navy.	The	Proclamation	led	in	1865	to	the	Thirteenth	Amendment	to	the	American	Constitution,	which	officially	ended	slavery	in	all	parts	of	the	US.	The
Emancipation	Proclamation	was	a	proclamation	issued	by	President	Abraham	Lincoln	on	January	1,	1863,	that	declared	all	“all	persons	held	as	slaves”	in	the	states	that	were	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States	were	“henceforward…free.”After	decades	of	division	over	slavery,	the	Secession	Crisis	erupted	after	Abraham	Lincoln	won	the	Presidential
Election	of	1860.	Southern	states	left	the	Union,	starting	on	December	20,	1860.	They	believed	they	had	the	right	to	secede,	but	Lincoln	and	others	saw	it	as	a	rebellion	against	the	government,	and	that	it	was	necessary	to	preserve	the	Union.Soon	after	the	war	started,	Federal	officials	started	looking	at	ways	to	keep	the	Confederacy	from	utilizing
enslaved	people	in	the	war	effort.	Congress	passed	two	laws	for	the	purpose	of	depriving	the	Southern	states	of	slaves	that	were	captured	by	the	Union	Army,	but	it	failed	to	turn	the	tide	of	the	war.In	the	North,	there	were	people	who	believed	emancipation	would	strengthen	the	war	effort.	In	July	1862,	President	Lincoln	introduced	the	concept	of
emancipation	for	Southern	slaves	to	the	members	of	his	cabinet.	His	cabinet	agreed	but	also	wanted	to	wait	to	go	public	with	the	announcement	until	the	Union	had	won	a	major	victory	on	the	battlefield.On	September	17,	1862,	Union	forces	won	a	strategic	victory	at	the	Battle	of	Antietam	and	five	days	later,	Lincoln	signed	the	Preliminary
Emancipation	Proclamation.	In	the	proclamation,	Lincoln	said	the	ongoing	purpose	of	the	war	was	to	restore	the	Union,	but	also	said	anyone	held	in	slavery	in	any	territory	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States	would	be	“forever	free.”The	Southern	states	had	100	days	to	rejoin	the	Union	or	risk	losing	their	slaves.	None	of	them	withdrew	from	the
Confederacy	and	Lincoln	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	on	January	1,	1863,	which	declared	slaves	in	rebellious	territories	to	be	free.The	proclamation	was	an	important	step	toward	the	abolition	of	slavery	in	the	United	States,	which	culminated	in	the	ratification	of	the	Thirteenth	Amendment	on	December	18,	1865.Emancipation	Proclamation
Facts	and	DatesOn	August	6,	1861,	Congress	passed	the	First	Confiscation	Act	conferring	“contraband”	status	on	slaves	being	used	in	direct	support	of	the	Confederate	war	effort.On	March	13,	1862,	Congress	enacted	an	article	of	war	that	prohibited	all	officers	or	persons	in	the	military	or	naval	service	of	the	United	States	from	returning	fugitives
slaves	to	their	owners.On	July	17,	1862,	Congress	passed	the	Second	Confiscation	Act.President	Lincoln	began	drafting	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	early	July	1862.President	Lincoln	introduced	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	to	his	cabinet	at	a	meeting	on	July	22,	186.President	Lincoln	publicly	introduced	the
Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	on	September	22,	1862,	five	days	after	the	Union	victory	at	the	Battle	of	Antietam.The	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	stated	that	people	held	in	slavery	in	designated	areas	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States	as	of	January	1,	1863,	would	be	freed.President	Lincoln	signed	the	Emancipation
Proclamation	on	January	1,	1863.In	February	1865,	shortly	before	his	assassination,	President	Lincoln	described	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	“the	central	act	of	my	administration	and	the	great	event	of	the	nineteenth	century.”This	print	depicts	Abraham	Lincoln	signing	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	on	July	22,	1862.	From	left	to	right	are
Edwin	M.	Stanton,	Secretary	of	War;	Salmon	P.	Chase,	Secretary	of	the	Treasury;	President	Lincoln,	Gideon	Welles,	Secretary	of	the	Navy;	Caleb	B.	Smith,	Secretary	of	the	Interior;	William	H.	Seward,	Secretary	of	State;	Montgomery	Blair,	Postmaster	General;	and	Edward	Bates,	Attorney	General.	Image	Source:	Library	of	Congress.For	over	fifty
years,	the	practice	of	slavery	in	the	United	States	engendered	a	sectional	schism	between	the	North	and	the	South	that	became	so	deep	that	the	two	sides	could	no	longer	peacefully	coexist.	When	Southern	states	began	leaving	the	Union	on	December	20,	1860,	their	secessionist	leaders	asserted	that	they	were	exercising	their	inherent	right	to	leave
an	alliance	of	states	based	on	the	“consent	of	the	governed.”	Unionists,	including	President-Elect	Abraham	Lincoln,	painted	the	conflict	as	a	rebellion	against	the	United	States	government.	For	them,	the	war	was	about	preserving	the	Union.When	war	erupted	in	April	1861	at	Fort	Sumter,	South	Carolina,	many	believed	that	the	conflict	would	not	last
long.	They	reasoned	that	the	newly	forming	Confederacy	of	Southern	states	stood	little	chance	against	the	might	of	the	more	densely	populated	North.	Despite	an	embarrassing	defeat	at	the	First	Battle	of	Bull	Run,	predictions	of	an	early	Union	victory	seemed	accurate	by	June	1862.	With	Major	General	George	McClellan	and	his	massive	Army	of	the
Potomac	camped	within	sight	of	the	church	spires	of	Richmond,	the	fall	of	the	Confederate	capital	seemed	inevitable.	Events	soon	proved	that	conclusion	to	be	incorrect.After	severe	wounds	incapacitated	General	Joseph	Johnston	at	the	Battle	of	Seven	Pines	on	May	31,	1862,	Confederate	President	Jefferson	Davis	appointed	General	Robert	E.	Lee	to
command	what	would	become	the	Army	of	Northern	Virginia.	Lee	assumed	the	burden	of	saving	Richmond.Rather	than	continuing	the	defensive	posture	of	his	predecessor,	Lee	went	on	the	offensive.	In	a	stunning	series	of	six	engagements	between	June	25	to	July	2,	1862,	known	as	the	Seven	Days	Battles,	Lee	drove	McClellan’s	Army	away	from
Richmond	and	nearly	back	to	the	Atlantic	Ocean.Sensing	that	McClellan	no	longer	posed	a	serious	threat,	Lee	pushed	his	army	north	and	defeated	Major	General	John	Pope	and	his	newly	created	Army	of	Virginia	at	the	Second	Battle	of	Bull	Run	(August	28–30,	1862).	Emboldened	by	the	defeat	of	both	major	Union	armies	in	the	Eastern	Theater,	Lee
next	took	the	war	to	Northern	soil	in	the	late	summer	of	1862.	On	September	4,	the	Army	of	Northern	Virginia	began	crossing	the	Potomac	River	into	Maryland.As	the	war	dragged	on,	federal	officials	stepped	up	their	efforts	to	deprive	the	Confederacy	of	services	being	rendered	by	slaves.	As	early	as	August	6,	1861,	Congress	passed	the	First
Confiscation	Act	conferring	“contraband”	status	on	slaves	being	used	to	support	the	Confederate	war	effort.	In	effect,	the	bill	made	slaves	captured	by	Union	armies	the	property	of	the	U.S.	government,	much	like	any	other	contraband	captured	during	combat.On	March	13,	1862,	Congress	strengthened	the	intent	of	the	First	Confiscation	Act	by
enacting	an	article	of	war	that	stated:All	officers	or	persons	in	the	military	or	naval	service	of	the	United	States	are	prohibited	from	employing	any	of	the	forces	under	their	respective	commands	for	the	purpose	of	returning	fugitives	from	service	or	labor,	who	may	have	escaped	from	any	persons	to	whom	such	service	or	labor	is	claimed	to	be	due,	and
any	officer	who	shall	be	found	guilty	by	a	court-martial	of	violating	this	article	shall	be	dismissed	from	the	service.On	July	17,	1862,	Congress	passed	the	Second	Confiscation	Act.	Applicable	only	in	areas	occupied	by	Union	armies,	the	new	measure	required	individuals	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States	to	surrender	within	sixty	days	of	the
legislation’s	enactment.	The	act	provided	that	slaves	owned	by	those	who	did	not	comply	were	to	“be	deemed	captives	of	war,	and	shall	be	forever	free	of	their	servitude,	and	not	again	held	as	slaves.”	The	law	inched	closer	to	general	emancipation	by	further	stipulating	that	no	fugitive	slave	“shall	be	delivered	up	.	.	.	unless	the	person	claiming	said
fugitive	shall	first	make	oath”	to	be	the	“lawful	owner”	and	that	the	claimant	was	not	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States.As	the	Union’s	fortunes	on	the	battlefield	languished,	the	claim	that	emancipation	would	strengthen	the	federal	war	effort	became	increasingly	compelling.	By	early	July,	President	Lincoln	was	already	drafting	a	presidential
proclamation	for	blanket	emancipation.	At	a	cabinet	meeting	on	July	22,	1862,	the	President	formally	introduced	the	idea.Lincoln	was	not	seeking	guidance	or	approval	regarding	his	decision;	he	had	decided	to	proceed.	Secretary	of	the	Navy,	Gideon	Welles,	recalled	the	president	stated	that	he,	“had	made	a	covenant	with	God.	.	.	.	that	if	the	army
drove	the	enemy	from	Maryland	he	would	issue	his	Emancipation	Proclamation.”According	to	Welles,	Lincoln	presented	emancipation	as	“a	military	necessity,	absolutely	essential	to	the	preservation	of	the	Union.	We	must	free	the	slaves	or	be	ourselves	subdued.	The	slaves	were	undeniably	an	element	of	strength	to	those	who	had	their	service,	and
we	must	decide	whether	that	element	should	be	with	us	or	against	us.”The	only	item	open	for	discussion	was	the	timing	of	the	announcement.	Lincoln	agreed	with	the	suggestion	of	Secretary	of	State	William	H.	Seward	that	the	decision	not	be	disclosed	publicly	until	Union	forces	could	back	it	with	a	major	victory	on	the	battlefield.William	H.	Seward.
Image	Source:	Library	of	Congress.The	president	had	to	wait	nearly	two	months	for	the	victory	he	needed.	On	September	17,	1862,	the	Army	of	the	Potomac	and	the	Army	of	Northern	Virginia	engaged	near	Sharpsburg,	Maryland.	In	the	bloodiest	single	day	of	fighting	in	the	American	Civil	War,	the	Battle	of	Antietam	ended	in	a	tactical	draw.	Still,	the
Union	claimed	a	strategic	victory	when	Robert	E.	Lee	withdrew	his	forces	from	Maryland	two	days	after	the	battle.On	September	22,	1862,	Lincoln	signed	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.	Calling	upon	his	authority	as	President	of	the	United	States	and	Commander-in-Chief	of	the	Army	and	Navy,	Lincoln	proclaimed,That	on	the	first	day	of
January	in	the	year	of	our	Lord,	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-three,	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	any	State,	or	designated	part	of	a	State,	the	people	whereof	shall	then	be	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States	shall	be	then,	thenceforward,	and	forever	free;	and	the	executive	government	of	the	United	States,	including	the	military	and
naval	authority	thereof,	will	recognize	and	maintain	the	freedom	of	such	persons,	and	will	do	no	act	or	acts	to	repress	such	persons,	or	any	of	them,	in	any	efforts	they	may	make	for	their	actual	freedom.Although	Lincoln	asserted	in	the	opening	paragraph	of	the	document	that	“the	war	will	be	prosecuted	for	the	object	of	practically	restoring	the
constitutional	relation	between	the	United	States,	and	each	of	the	States,”	the	presidential	proclamation	redefined	the	purpose	of	the	Civil	War.	Lincoln’s	disclaimer	aside,	henceforward,	the	document	made	it	clear	that	freeing	the	slaves	was	as	much	of	the	focus	of	the	war	as	it	was	about	restoring	the	Union.This	painting	depicts	intense	fighting	at
the	Battle	of	Antietam.	Image	Source:	Library	of	Congress.	Image	Source:	Library	of	Congress.Initially,	the	proclamation	had	little	impact	on	the	prosecution	of	the	war.	Lee	won	another	great	victory	at	the	Battle	of	Fredericksburg	(December	11–15,	1862).	Not	surprisingly,	no	southern	states	withdrew	from	the	Confederacy	during	the	100-day	grace
period	the	president	proposed.	Despite	Republican	setbacks	in	the	November,	mid-term	congressional	elections,	Lincoln	did	not	back	down.	On	January	1,	1863,	just	before	signing	a	revised	and	expanded	version	of	the	executive	order,	Lincoln	stated,I	never,	in	my	life,	felt	more	certain	that	I	was	doing	right	than	I	do	in	signing	this	paper.In	the	final
draft	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	President	Lincoln	did	four	important	things:He	placed	greater	emphasis	on	his	authority	as	Commander-in-Chief	to	justify	his	actions.	After	summarizing	the	contents	of	the	preliminary	document,	the	president	characterized	his	decision	as	“a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said	rebellion.”
Toward	the	end,	he	described	the	proclamation	as	“an	act	of	justice,	warranted	by	the	Constitution,	upon	military	necessity.”He	specifically	designated	the	areas	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States	where	slaves	were	freed.	Those	areas	included,	“Arkansas,	Texas,	Louisiana,	(except	the	Parishes	of	St.	Bernard,	Plaquemines,	Jefferson,	St.	John,	St.
Charles,	St.	James	Ascension,	Assumption,	Terrebonne,	Lafourche,	St.	Mary,	St.	Martin,	and	Orleans,	including	the	City	of	New	Orleans)	Mississippi,	Alabama,	Florida,	Georgia,	South	Carolina,	North	Carolina,	and	Virginia,	(except	the	forty-eight	counties	designated	as	West	Virginia,	and	also	the	counties	of	Berkley,	Accomac,	Northampton,	Elizabeth
City,	York,	Princess	Ann,	and	Norfolk,	including	the	cities	of	Norfolk	and	Portsmouth,	and	which	excepted	parts,	are	for	the	present,	left	precisely	as	if	this	proclamation	were	not	issued.”He	enjoined	“upon	the	people	so	declared	to	be	free	to	abstain	from	all	violence,	unless	in	necessary	self-defence.”He	declared	that	freed	slaves	of	“suitable
condition”	would	“be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States	to	garrison	forts,	positions,	stations,	and	other	places,	and	to	man	vessels	of	all	sorts	in	said	service.”	This	provision	significantly	impacted	the	outcome	of	the	war.	Not	only	was	the	Confederacy	deprived	of	the	benefit	of	forced	labor,	but	some	blacks	who	escaped	slavery	during
the	rest	of	the	war	joined	the	Union	forces	in	droves.	In	the	east,	men	volunteered	and	joined	the	54th	Massachusetts	Colored	Infantry	Regiment.	In	the	west,	volunteers	signed	up	for	the	1st	Kansas	Colored	Volunteer	Infantry	Regiment.Reaction	to	the	proclamation	may	have	been	as	significant	as	the	document	itself.	Critics	were	quick	to	note	that
the	executive	order	freed	few,	if	any,	slaves	since	it	applied	only	to	areas	in	rebellion,	where	the	government	had	no	effective	authority.	Although	applauded	by	many	abolitionists,	the	document	did	not	go	far	enough	to	appease	others	who	had	been	clamoring	for	blanket	emancipation	since	before	the	beginning	of	the	Civil	War.This	illustration	depicts
African	Americans	reading	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	The	illustration	was	part	of	a	pamphlet	published	by	Lucius	Stebbins	in	1864.	Image	Source:	Library	of	Congress.On	the	international	stage,	the	transformation	of	the	war	from	a	political	event	to	a	moral	crusade	may	have	been	influential	in	preventing	foreign	intervention	by	European
powers.	At	home,	some	Northerners	who	initially	supported	the	war	to	preserve	the	Union	lost	their	enthusiasm	for	continuing	the	conflict	because	they	refused	to	champion	a	crusade	to	free	slaves.	As	expected,	the	proclamation	was	nearly	universally	condemned	in	the	South	and	undoubtedly	steeled	the	resolve	of	Southerners	to	continue	the
conflict.Through	it	all,	Lincoln	stood	by	his	conviction	that	he	did	all	he	could	within	the	bounds	of	his	constitutional	authority	as	President	of	the	United	States	and	as	Commander-in-Chief	to	bring	an	end	to	slavery.	In	February	1865,	shortly	before	his	assassination,	Lincoln	described	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	“the	central	act	of	my
administration	and	the	great	event	of	the	nineteenth	century.”While	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	freed	slaves	only	in	areas	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States,	it	was	a	crucial	step	toward	the	adoption	of	a	national	policy	abolishing	slavery.In	1864	and	1865,	the	states	of	Arkansas,	Louisiana,	Maryland,	Missouri,	and	Tennessee	passed	new	state
constitutions	outlawing	the	peculiar	institution.	With	Lincoln’s	support,	on	April	8,	1864,	the	U.S.	Senate	passed	a	proposed	amendment	to	the	constitution	abolishing	slavery	nationwide.The	House	of	Representatives	followed	suit	on	January	31,	1865.	On	December	6,	1865,	Georgia	became	the	twenty-seventh	state	to	ratify	the	Thirteenth
Amendment,	which	outlawed	“slavery	and	involuntary	servitude”	in	the	United	States.On	December	18,	Secretary	of	State	William	Henry	Seward	declared	the	Thirteenth	Amendment	officially	ratified	and	part	of	the	United	States	Constitution.Use	the	following	links	and	videos	to	study	Abolition,	the	Secession	Crisis,	and	the	Civil	War	for	the	AP	US
History	Exam.	Also,	be	sure	to	look	at	our	Guide	to	the	AP	US	History	Exam.The	Emancipation	Proclamation	is	defined	as	an	executive	order	issued	by	President	Abraham	Lincoln	in	1862	during	the	American	Civil	War.	The	proclamation,	which	declared	that	all	slaves	in	the	Confederate	States	and	rebellious	territories	were	to	be	“thenceforward	and
forever	free,”	was	seen	as	a	major	turning	point	in	the	Civil	War	and	as	a	key	moment	in	the	history	of	the	United	States.	The	proclamation,	which	did	not	apply	to	the	Border	States	or	to	slaves	in	the	Northern	states,	was	seen	as	a	way	to	weaken	the	Confederacy	and	to	encourage	enslaved	people	to	flee	to	Union	lines.This	video	from	the	Daily
Bellringer	discusses	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	On	September	22,	1862,	Abraham	Lincoln	issued	the	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.	Under	his	wartime	authority	as	commander-in-chief,	he	ordered	that	as	of	January	1,	1863,	enslaved	individuals	in	all	areas	still	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States	“henceforward	shall	be	free.”	On	New
Years’	Day,	the	day	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	signed,	cannon	shots	fired,	church	bells	rang,	and	speakers	orated	at	public	observances	throughout	the	North	and	in	Union-held	areas	of	the	South.	January	1,	formerly	known	among	the	enslaved	as	“Heartbreak	Day”	for	the	large	slave	auctions	often	held,	would	be	known	henceforth	as	a	day
of	deliverance	and	jubilee.	In	Union-held	Beaufort,	South	Carolina,	Colonel	Thomas	Wentworth	Higginson	presided	over	a	ceremony	where	the	Proclamation	was	read	publicly.	After	the	reading,	Higginson	related,	he	waved	the	flag	and	there	arose	from	among	the	freed	slaves	on	hand	an	“elderly	male	voice,	into	which	two	women’s	voices	instantly
blended,	singing	.	.	.	‘My	Country,	’tis	of	thee,	Sweet	land	of	liberty.’.	.	.	I	never	saw	anything	so	electric;	it	made	all	other	words	cheap	.	.	.	the	life	of	the	whole	day	was	in	those	unknown	people’s	song.”	The	Proclamation	was	carried	and	read	as	portions	of	the	South	were	occupied.	Every	advance	of	the	Union	army	thus	became	a	liberating	step,
providing	for	the	nation	the	possibility	of	what	Abraham	Lincoln	in	his	Gettysburg	address	called	“a	new	birth	of	freedom.”	As	Frederick	Douglass,	one	of	the	individuals	who	had	the	greatest	influence	on	Lincoln	in	issuing	the	document	declared,	“We	are	all	liberated	by	this	Proclamation.	.	.	.	The	white	man	is	liberated,	the	black	man	is	liberated.”	.	.
.	‘My	Country,	’tis	of	thee,	Sweet	land	of	liberty.’.	.	.	I	never	saw	anything	so	electric;	it	made	all	other	words	cheap	.	.	.	the	life	of	the	whole	day	was	in	those	unknown	people’s	song.	Union	General	Thomas	Wentworth	Even	though	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	made	effective	in	1863,	it	could	not	be	implemented	in	places	still	under	Confederate
control.	As	a	result,	in	the	westernmost	Confederate	state	of	Texas,	nominal	freedom	came	on	June	19,	1865,	when	some	two	thousand	Union	troops	arrived	in	Galveston	Bay,	Texas,	at	the	end	of	the	Civil	War,	and	announced	that	enslaved	Black	people	in	the	state	were	no	longer	in	bondage,	although	most	held	in	slavery	had	not	waited	to	be	freed.
This	day	came	to	be	known	as	"Juneteenth"	by	African	Americans	in	Texas,	heralding	our	country’s	second	Independence	Day	and	now	officially	recognized	as	a	national	holiday.	By	the	end	of	the	war,	millions	of	enslaved	people,	some	with	the	assistance	of	the	US	Army	and	the	federal	government,	had	seized	their	own	freedom.	The	story	of	the
Emancipation	Proclamation,	one	of	the	most	important	documents	of	freedom	in	American	history,	and	the	wider	story	of	emancipation	of	which	it	is	a	vital	part,	was	never	inevitable.	The	process	through	which	the	Proclamation	was	crafted	reveals	a	deeper	and	wider	story	about	the	meaning	of	freedom	in	America	and	the	paradox	of	liberty	in	a
nation	founded	with	slavery	structured	into	the	Constitution	and	a	mainspring	of	its	economic,	social,	and	political	life.	It	also	provides	a	window	into	a	long	story	of	freedom	seeking	and	making	by	African	Americans	that	continues	to	have	deep	meaning	today.	We	are	all	liberated	by	this	Proclamation.	.	.	.	The	white	man	is	liberated,	the	black	man	is
liberated.	-Fredrick	Douglass	President	Lincoln	drafted	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	a	matter	of	military	and	diplomatic	necessity	but	also	because	of	his	growing	recognition	of	abolition	as	a	matter	of	moral	necessity	and	his	ongoing	struggle	to	embrace	wider	rights	of	African	Americans	within	the	nation—all	of	which	continued	up	until	his
assassination.	He	hoped	to	undermine	the	Confederate	war	effort	by	declaring	enslaved	people	free	in	only	those	ten	rebellious	states.	Nonetheless,	emancipation	became	a	moral	and	social	imperative.	Long	before	the	Proclamation	was	envisioned,	Black	abolitionists	along	with	white	allies	had	fostered	a	decades-long	movement	and	political	crisis
that	seized	upon	wartime	conditions	and	led	in	1862	to	the	emancipation	acts	in	federal	territories	and	the	nation’s	capital,	Washington,	DC.	Enslaved	African	Americans	who	had	sought	freedom	for	generations	further	forced	collective	emancipation	by	fleeing	to	Union	camps	by	the	tens	of	thousands.	In	the	nation’s	capital	Lincoln	himself	witnessed
African	American	freedom	claims	as	he	passed	through	tent	cities	built	by	fugitives	from	slavery.	While	the	Proclamation	was	limited	and	conservative	by	intent,	its	impact	was	revolutionary.	The	Civil	War,	which	began	as	a	war	to	preserve	the	Union,	was	transformed	by	the	stroke	of	a	pen	into	a	war	to	end	slavery,	yoking	the	project	of	freedom	for
all	to	the	very	survival	of	the	nation.	Its	repercussions	meant	more	than	just	the	end	of	slavery.	It	signaled	the	possibility	of	a	second	founding	for	America—one	that	included	the	potential	for	African	Americans	to	find	equality	as	full	citizens	in	American	society.	The	Thirteenth	Amendment,	issued	on	December	6,	1865,	completed	what	free	and
enslaved	African	Americans,	abolitionists,	and	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	had	set	in	motion,	formally	abolishing	slavery	throughout	the	United	States.	The	Fourteenth	and	Fifteenth	Amendments	provided	equal	protection	of	the	law	for	all	citizens,	extended	the	vote	to	Black	men,	and	banned	racial	discrimination	in	voting.	They	transformed	the
United	States	into	the	first	interracial	democracy	in	world	history,	albeit	one	that	continued	to	be	threatened	by	segregation,	injustice,	and	racial	violence.	The	struggle	to	fulfill	the	promises	of	liberty,	equality,	and	justice	for	all	would	continue	for	generations	to	come.	In	this	struggle	for	fuller	freedom,	we	find	the	roots	of	many	movements	for	civil
and	human	rights	that	exist	today,	demonstrating	that	the	work	of	seeking	equality	and	justice	for	all	in	the	United	States	is	unfinished	and	ongoing.	—	Paul	Gardullo,	Historian,	Curator,	and	Director	of	the	Center	for	the	Study	of	Global	Slavery,	National	Museum	of	African	American	History	and	Culture	Share	this	page	scoresvideosteachers
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proclamation	and	executive	order[4]	issued	by	United	States	President	Abraham	Lincoln	on	January	1,	1863,	during	the	American	Civil	War.	The	Proclamation	had	the	effect	of	changing	the	legal	status	of	more	than	3.5	million	enslaved	African	Americans	in	the	secessionist	Confederate	states	from	enslaved	to	free.	As	soon	as	slaves	escaped	the
control	of	their	enslavers,	either	by	fleeing	to	Union	lines	or	through	the	advance	of	federal	troops,	they	were	permanently	free.	In	addition,	the	Proclamation	allowed	for	former	slaves	to	"be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States".[5]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	played	a	significant	part	in	the	end	of	slavery	in	the	United	States.	On
September	22,	1862,	Lincoln	issued	the	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.[6]	Its	third	paragraph	begins:	That	on	the	first	day	of	January	in	the	year	of	our	Lord,	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-three,	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	any	State,	or	designated	part	of	a	State,	the	people	whereof	shall	then	be	in	rebellion	against	the	United
States	shall	be	then,	thenceforward,	and	forever	free;…	On	January	1,	1863,	Lincoln	issued	the	final	Emancipation	Proclamation.[5]	It	stated:	Now,	therefore	I,	Abraham	Lincoln,	President	of	the	United	States,	by	virtue	of	the	power	in	me	vested	as	Commander-in-Chief,	of	the	Army	and	Navy	of	the	United	States	in	time	of	actual	armed	rebellion
against	the	authority	and	government	of	the	United	States,	and	as	a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said	rebellion,	do	…	order	and	designate	as	the	States	and	parts	of	States	wherein	the	people	thereof	respectively,	are	this	day	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States,	the	following,	to	wit:	Lincoln	then	listed	the	ten	states	still	in
rebellion,	excluding	those	under	Union	control,[7]	and	continued:	And	by	virtue	of	the	power,	and	for	the	purpose	aforesaid,	I	do	order	and	declare	that	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	said	designated	States,	and	parts	of	States,	are,	and	henceforward	shall	be	free....	And	I	further	declare	and	make	known,	that	such	persons	of	suitable	condition,	will
be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States....	And	upon	this	act,	sincerely	believed	to	be	an	act	of	justice,	warranted	by	the	Constitution,	upon	military	necessity,	I	invoke	the	considerate	judgment	of	mankind,	and	the	gracious	favor	of	Almighty	God.	The	Proclamation	applied	to	more	than	3.5	million	of	the	4	million	enslaved	people	in	the
country,	though	it	excluded	states	not	in	rebellion,	as	well	as	parts	of	Virginia	under	Union	control	and	Louisiana	parishes	thought	to	be	pro-Union.[8][9][10]	Around	25,000	to	75,000	were	immediately	emancipated	in	those	regions	of	the	Confederacy	where	the	US	Army	was	already	in	place.	It	could	not	be	enforced	in	the	areas	still	in	rebellion,[10]
but,	as	the	Union	army	took	control	of	Confederate	regions,	the	Proclamation	provided	the	legal	framework	for	the	liberation	of	more	than	three	and	a	half	million	enslaved	people	in	those	regions	by	the	end	of	the	war.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	outraged	white	Southerners	and	their	sympathizers,	who	saw	it	as	the	beginning	of	a	race	war.	It
energized	abolitionists,	and	undermined	those	Europeans	who	wanted	to	intervene	to	help	the	Confederacy.[11]	The	Proclamation	lifted	the	spirits	of	African	Americans,	both	free	and	enslaved.	It	encouraged	many	to	escape	from	slavery	and	flee	toward	Union	lines,	where	many	joined	the	Union	Army.[12]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	became	a
historic	document	because	it	"would	redefine	the	Civil	War,	turning	it	from	a	struggle	to	preserve	the	Union	to	one	focused	on	ending	slavery,	and	set	a	decisive	course	for	how	the	nation	would	be	reshaped	after	that	historic	conflict."[13]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	never	challenged	in	court.	To	ensure	the	abolition	of	slavery	in	all	of	the
U.S.,	Lincoln	also	mandated	that	Reconstruction	plans	for	Southern	states	require	them	to	enact	laws	abolishing	slavery	(which	occurred	during	the	war	in	Tennessee,	Arkansas,	and	Louisiana);	Lincoln	encouraged	border	states	to	adopt	abolition	(which	occurred	during	the	war	in	Maryland,	Missouri,	and	West	Virginia)	and	pushed	for	passage	of	the
13th	Amendment.	The	Senate	passed	the	13th	Amendment	by	the	necessary	two-thirds	vote	on	April	8,	1864;	the	House	of	Representatives	did	so	on	January	31,	1865;	and	the	required	three-fourths	of	the	states	ratified	it	on	December	6,	1865.	The	amendment	made	slavery	and	involuntary	servitude	unconstitutional,	"except	as	a	punishment	for
crime…".[14]	Further	information:	Slave	states	and	free	states	and	Slavery	and	the	United	States	Constitution	Abraham	Lincoln	The	United	States	Constitution	of	1787	did	not	use	the	word	"slavery"	but	included	several	provisions	about	unfree	persons.	The	Three-Fifths	Compromise	(in	Article	I,	Section	2)	allocated	congressional	representation,	and
therefore	the	number	of	each	states'	votes	in	the	Electoral	College,	based	"on	the	whole	Number	of	free	Persons"	and	"three-fifths	of	all	other	Persons".[15]	Under	the	Fugitive	Slave	Clause	(Article	IV,	Section	2),	"No	person	held	to	Service	or	Labour	in	one	State"	would	become	legally	free	by	escaping	to	another.	Article	I,	Section	9	allowed	Congress
to	pass	legislation	to	outlaw	the	"Importation	of	Persons",	but	not	until	1808.[16]	However,	for	purposes	of	the	Fifth	Amendment—which	states,	"No	person	shall	...	be	deprived	of	life,	liberty,	or	property,	without	due	process	of	law"—slaves	were	understood	to	be	property.[17]	Although	abolitionists	used	the	Fifth	Amendment	to	argue	against	slavery,
it	was	made	part	of	the	legal	basis	for	treating	slaves	as	property	by	Dred	Scott	v.	Sandford	(1857).[18]	Slavery	was	also	supported	in	law	and	in	practice	by	a	pervasive	culture	of	white	supremacy.[19]	Nonetheless,	between	1777	and	1804,	every	Northern	state	provided	for	the	immediate	or	gradual	abolition	of	slavery.	No	Southern	state	did	so,	and
the	slave	population	of	the	South	continued	to	grow,	peaking	at	almost	four	million	people	at	the	beginning	of	the	Civil	War,	when	most	slave	states	sought	to	break	away	from	the	United	States.[20]	Lincoln	accepted	the	conventional	interpretation	of	the	Constitution	before	1865	as	not	allowing	the	federal	government	in	peacetime	to	end	slavery	in
the	states	where	it	existed,	as	opposed	to	in	U.S.	territories	and	the	District	of	Columbia.[21]	During	the	Civil	War,	however,	Lincoln	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	under	his	authority	as	"Commander	in	Chief	of	the	Army	and	Navy"	under	Article	II,	section	2	of	the	United	States	Constitution.[22]	As	such,	in	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	he
claimed	to	have	the	authority	to	free	persons	held	as	slaves	in	those	states	that	were	in	rebellion	"as	a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said	rebellion".	In	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Lincoln	said	"attention	is	hereby	called"	to	two	1862	statutes,	namely	"An	Act	to	Make	an	Additional	Article	of	War"	and	the	Confiscation
Act	of	1862,	but	he	didn't	mention	any	statute	in	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation	and,	in	any	event,	the	source	of	his	authority	to	issue	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	and	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	his	"joint	capacity	as	President	and	Commander-in-Chief".[23]	Lincoln	therefore	did	not	have	such	authority	over	the
four	border	slave-holding	states	that	were	not	in	rebellion—Missouri,	Kentucky,	Maryland	and	Delaware—so	those	states	were	not	named	in	the	Proclamation.[25]	The	fifth	border	jurisdiction,	West	Virginia,	where	slavery	remained	legal	but	was	in	the	process	of	being	abolished,	was,	in	January	1863,	still	part	of	the	legally	recognized	"reorganized"
state	of	Virginia,	based	in	Alexandria,	which	was	in	the	Union	(as	opposed	to	the	Confederate	state	of	Virginia,	based	in	Richmond).	Areas	covered	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	are	in	red,	slave-holding	areas	not	covered	are	in	blue	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	applied	in	the	ten	states	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863,	but	it	did
not	cover	the	nearly	500,000	slaves	in	the	slaveholding	border	states	(Missouri,	Kentucky,	Maryland,	and	Delaware)	or	in	parts	of	Virginia	that	were	no	longer	in	rebellion	and	Louisiana's	sugar-growing	parishes	because	Lincoln	considered	them	Union	loyalists.[8][9]	Those	slaves	were	freed	by	later	state	and	federal	actions.[26]	The	areas	covered
were	"Arkansas,	Texas,	Louisiana	(except	the	Parishes	of	St.	Bernard,	Plaquemines,	Jefferson,	St.	John,	St.	Charles,	St.	James,	Ascension,	Assumption,	Terrebonne,	Lafourche,	St.	Mary,	St.	Martin,	and	Orleans,	including	the	city	of	New	Orleans),	Mississippi,	Alabama,	Florida,	Georgia,	South	Carolina,	North	Carolina,	and	Virginia	(except	the	forty-eight
counties	designated	as	West	Virginia,	and	also	the	counties	of	Berkley,	Accomac,	Northampton,	Elizabeth	City,	York,	Princess	Ann,	and	Norfolk,	including	the	cities	of	Norfolk	and	Portsmouth)."[27]	The	state	of	Tennessee	had	already	mostly	returned	to	Union	control,	under	a	recognized	Union	government,	so	it	was	not	named	and	was	exempted.
Virginia	was	named,	but	exemptions	were	specified	for	the	48	counties	then	in	the	process	of	forming	the	new	state	of	West	Virginia,	and	seven	additional	counties	and	two	cities	in	the	Union-controlled	Tidewater	region	of	Virginia.[28]	Also	specifically	exempted	were	New	Orleans	and	13	named	parishes	of	Louisiana,	because	Lincoln,	as	mentioned,
regarded	them	as	loyal	to	the	Union.	These	exemptions	left	unemancipated	an	additional	300,000	slaves.[8][9]	[29]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	has	been	ridiculed,	notably	by	Richard	Hofstadter,	who	wrote	that	it	"had	all	the	moral	grandeur	of	a	bill	of	lading"	and	"declared	free	all	slaves	...	precisely	where	its	effect	could	not	reach".[30][31]
Disagreeing	with	Hofstadter,	William	W.	Freehling	wrote	that	Lincoln's	asserting	his	power	as	Commander-in-Chief	to	issue	the	proclamation	"reads	not	like	an	entrepreneur's	bill	for	past	services	but	like	a	warrior's	brandishing	of	a	new	weapon".[32]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	resulted	in	the	emancipation	of	a	substantial	percentage	of	the
slaves	in	the	Confederate	states	as	the	Union	armies	advanced	through	the	South	and	slaves	escaped	to	Union	lines,	or	slave	owners	fled,	leaving	slaves	behind.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	also	committed	the	Union	to	ending	slavery	in	addition	to	preserving	the	Union.	Although	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	resulted	in	the	gradual	freeing	of
most	slaves,	it	did	not	make	slavery	illegal.	Of	the	states	that	were	exempted	from	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Maryland,[33]	Missouri,[34]	Tennessee,[35]	and	West	Virginia[36]	prohibited	slavery	before	the	war	ended.	In	1863,	President	Lincoln	proposed	a	moderate	plan	for	the	Reconstruction	of	the	captured	Confederate	State	of	Louisiana.[37]
Only	10	percent	of	the	state's	electorate	had	to	take	the	loyalty	oath.	The	state	was	also	required	to	accept	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	and	abolish	slavery	in	its	new	constitution.	By	December	1864,	the	Lincoln	plan	abolishing	slavery	had	been	enacted	not	only	in	Louisiana,	but	also	in	Arkansas	and	Tennessee.[38][39]	In	Kentucky,	Union	Army
commanders	relied	on	the	proclamation's	offer	of	freedom	to	slaves	who	enrolled	in	the	Army	and	provided	freedom	for	an	enrollee's	entire	family;	for	this	and	other	reasons,	the	number	of	slaves	in	the	state	fell	by	more	than	70	percent	during	the	war.[40]	However,	in	Delaware[41]	and	Kentucky,[42]	slavery	continued	to	be	legal	until	December	18,
1865,	when	the	Thirteenth	Amendment	went	into	effect.	The	Fugitive	Slave	Act	of	1850	required	individuals	to	return	runaway	slaves	to	their	owners.	During	the	war,	in	May	1861,	Union	general	Benjamin	Butler	declared	that	three	slaves	who	escaped	to	Union	lines	were	contraband	of	war,	and	accordingly	he	refused	to	return	them,	saying	to	a	man
who	sought	their	return,	"I	am	under	no	constitutional	obligations	to	a	foreign	country,	which	Virginia	now	claims	to	be".[43]	On	May	30,	after	a	cabinet	meeting	called	by	President	Lincoln,	"Simon	Cameron,	the	secretary	of	war,	telegraphed	Butler	to	inform	him	that	his	contraband	policy	'is	approved.'"[44]	This	decision	was	controversial	because	it
could	have	been	taken	to	imply	recognition	of	the	Confederacy	as	a	separate,	independent	sovereign	state	under	international	law,	a	notion	that	Lincoln	steadfastly	denied.	In	addition,	as	contraband,	these	people	were	legally	designated	as	"property"	when	they	crossed	Union	lines	and	their	ultimate	status	was	uncertain.[45]	First	Reading	of	the
Emancipation	Proclamation	of	President	Lincoln	by	Francis	Bicknell	Carpenter	(1864)	Clickable	image:	use	cursor	to	identify.	In	December	1861,	Lincoln	sent	his	first	annual	message	to	Congress	(the	State	of	the	Union	Address,	but	then	typically	given	in	writing	and	not	referred	to	as	such).	In	it	he	praised	the	free	labor	system	for	respecting	human
rights	over	property	rights;	he	endorsed	legislation	to	address	the	status	of	contraband	slaves	and	slaves	in	loyal	states,	possibly	through	buying	their	freedom	with	federal	money;	and	he	endorsed	federal	funding	of	voluntary	colonization.[46][47]	In	January	1862,	Thaddeus	Stevens,	the	Republican	leader	in	the	House,	called	for	total	war	against	the
rebellion	to	include	emancipation	of	slaves,	arguing	that	emancipation,	by	forcing	the	loss	of	enslaved	labor,	would	ruin	the	rebel	economy.	On	March	13,	1862,	Congress	approved	an	Act	Prohibiting	the	Return	of	Slaves,	which	prohibited	"All	officers	or	persons	in	the	military	or	naval	service	of	the	United	States"	from	returning	fugitive	slaves	to	their
owners.[48]	Pursuant	to	a	law	signed	by	Lincoln,	slavery	was	abolished	in	the	District	of	Columbia	on	April	16,	1862,	and	owners	were	compensated.[49]	On	June	9,	1862,	Congress	passed	a	bill	that	prohibited	slavery	in	all	current	and	future	United	States	territories	(though	not	in	the	states),	and,	on	June	19,	President	Lincoln	signed	it	into	law.	This
act	effectively	repudiated	the	1857	opinion	of	the	Supreme	Court	of	the	United	States	in	the	Dred	Scott	case	that	Congress	was	powerless	to	regulate	slavery	in	U.S.	territories.[50][51]	It	also	rejected	the	notion	of	popular	sovereignty	that	had	been	advanced	by	Stephen	A.	Douglas	as	a	solution	to	the	slavery	controversy,	while	completing	the	effort
first	legislatively	proposed	by	Thomas	Jefferson	in	1784	to	confine	slavery	within	the	borders	of	existing	states.[52][53]	On	August	6,	1861,	the	First	Confiscation	Act	freed	the	slaves	who	were	employed	"against	the	Government	and	lawful	authority	of	the	United	States."[54]	On	July	17,	1862,	the	Second	Confiscation	Act	freed	the	slaves	"within	any
place	occupied	by	rebel	forces	and	afterwards	occupied	by	forces	of	the	United	States."[55]	The	Second	Confiscation	Act,	unlike	the	First	Confiscation	Act,	explicitly	provided	that	all	slaves	covered	by	it	would	be	permanently	freed,	stating	in	section	10	that	"all	slaves	of	persons	who	shall	hereafter	be	engaged	in	rebellion	against	the	government	of
the	United	States,	or	who	shall	in	any	way	give	aid	or	comfort	thereto,	escaping	from	such	persons	and	taking	refuge	within	the	lines	of	the	army;	and	all	slaves	captured	from	such	persons	or	deserted	by	them	and	coming	under	the	control	of	the	government	of	the	United	States;	and	all	slaves	of	such	person	found	on	[or]	being	within	any	place
occupied	by	rebel	forces	and	afterwards	occupied	by	the	forces	of	the	United	States,	shall	be	deemed	captives	of	war,	and	shall	be	forever	free	of	their	servitude,	and	not	again	held	as	slaves."[56]	However,	Lincoln's	position	continued	to	be	that,	although	Congress	lacked	the	power	to	free	the	slaves	in	rebel-held	states,	he,	as	commander	in	chief,
could	do	so	if	he	deemed	it	a	proper	military	measure.[57]	By	this	time,	in	the	summer	of	1862,	Lincoln	had	drafted	the	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	which	he	issued	on	September	22,	1862.	It	declared	that,	on	January	1,	1863,	he	would	free	the	slaves	in	states	still	in	rebellion.[58]	Carte	de	visite	image	of	Peter,	taken	in	Baton	Rouge
spring	1863;	widely	distributed	by	abolitionists	to	expose	the	brutality	of	slavery	Abolitionists	had	long	been	urging	Lincoln	to	free	all	slaves.	In	the	summer	of	1862,	Republican	editor	Horace	Greeley	of	the	highly	influential	New-York	Tribune	wrote	a	famous	editorial	entitled	"The	Prayer	of	Twenty	Millions"	demanding	a	more	aggressive	attack	on
the	Confederacy	and	faster	emancipation	of	the	slaves:	"On	the	face	of	this	wide	earth,	Mr.	President,	there	is	not	one	...	intelligent	champion	of	the	Union	cause	who	does	not	feel	...	that	the	rebellion,	if	crushed	tomorrow,	would	be	renewed	if	slavery	were	left	in	full	vigor	and	that	every	hour	of	deference	to	slavery	is	an	hour	of	added	and	deepened
peril	to	the	Union."[59]	Lincoln	responded	in	his	open	letter	to	Horace	Greeley	of	August	22,	1862:	If	there	be	those	who	would	not	save	the	Union,	unless	they	could	at	the	same	time	save	slavery,	I	do	not	agree	with	them.	If	there	be	those	who	would	not	save	the	Union	unless	they	could	at	the	same	time	destroy	slavery,	I	do	not	agree	with	them.	My
paramount	object	in	this	struggle	is	to	save	the	Union,	and	is	not	either	to	save	or	to	destroy	slavery.	If	I	could	save	the	Union	without	freeing	any	slave	I	would	do	it,	and	if	I	could	save	it	by	freeing	all	the	slaves	I	would	do	it;	and	if	I	could	save	it	by	freeing	some	and	leaving	others	alone	I	would	also	do	that.	What	I	do	about	slavery,	and	the	colored
race,	I	do	because	I	believe	it	helps	to	save	the	Union;	and	what	I	forbear,	I	forbear	because	I	do	not	believe	it	would	help	to	save	the	Union....	I	have	here	stated	my	purpose	according	to	my	view	of	official	duty;	and	I	intend	no	modification	of	my	oft-expressed	personal	wish	that	all	men	everywhere	could	be	free.[60]	Lincoln	scholar	Harold	Holzer
wrote	about	Lincoln's	letter:	"Unknown	to	Greeley,	Lincoln	composed	this	after	he	had	already	drafted	a	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	which	he	had	determined	to	issue	after	the	next	Union	military	victory.	Therefore,	this	letter,	was	in	truth,	an	attempt	to	position	the	impending	announcement	in	terms	of	saving	the	Union,	not	freeing
slaves	as	a	humanitarian	gesture.	It	was	one	of	Lincoln's	most	skillful	public	relations	efforts,	even	if	it	has	cast	longstanding	doubt	on	his	sincerity	as	a	liberator."[58]	Historian	Richard	Striner	argues	that	"for	years"	Lincoln's	letter	has	been	misread	as	"Lincoln	only	wanted	to	save	the	Union."[61]	However,	within	the	context	of	Lincoln's	entire	career
and	pronouncements	on	slavery	this	interpretation	is	wrong,	according	to	Striner.	Rather,	Lincoln	was	softening	the	strong	Northern	white	supremacist	opposition	to	his	imminent	emancipation	by	tying	it	to	the	cause	of	the	Union.	This	opposition	would	fight	for	the	Union	but	not	to	end	slavery,	so	Lincoln	gave	them	the	means	and	motivation	to	do
both,	at	the	same	time.[61]	In	effect,	then,	Lincoln	may	have	already	chosen	the	third	option	he	mentioned	to	Greeley:	"freeing	some	and	leaving	others	alone";	that	is,	freeing	slaves	in	the	states	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863,	but	leaving	enslaved	those	in	the	border	states	and	Union-occupied	areas.	Nevertheless,	in	the	Preliminary
Emancipation	Proclamation	itself,	Lincoln	said	that	he	would	recommend	to	Congress	that	it	compensate	states	that	"adopt,	immediate,	or	gradual	abolishment	of	slavery".	In	addition,	during	the	hundred	days	between	September	22,	1862,	when	he	issued	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	and	January	1,	1863,	when	he	issued	the	Final
Emancipation	Proclamation,	Lincoln	took	actions	that	suggest	that	he	continued	to	consider	the	first	option	he	mentioned	to	Greeley	—	saving	the	Union	without	freeing	any	slave	—	a	possibility.	Historian	William	W.	Freehling	wrote,	"From	mid-October	to	mid-November	1862,	he	sent	personal	envoys	to	Louisiana,	Tennessee,	and	Arkansas".[62][63]
Each	of	these	envoys	carried	with	him	a	letter	from	Lincoln	stating	that	if	the	people	of	their	state	desired	"to	avoid	the	unsatisfactory"	terms	of	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation	"and	to	have	peace	again	upon	the	old	terms"	(i.e.,	with	slavery	intact),	they	should	rally	"the	largest	number	of	the	people	possible"	to	vote	in	"elections	of	members	to
the	Congress	of	the	United	States	...	friendly	to	their	object".[64]	Later,	in	his	Annual	Message	to	Congress	of	December	1,	1862,	Lincoln	proposed	an	amendment	to	the	U.S.	Constitution	providing	that	any	state	that	abolished	slavery	before	January	1,	1900,	would	receive	compensation	from	the	United	States	in	the	form	of	interest-bearing	U.S.
bonds.	Adoption	of	this	amendment,	in	theory,	could	have	ended	the	war	without	ever	permanently	ending	slavery,	because	the	amendment	provided,	"Any	State	having	received	bonds	...	and	afterwards	reintroducing	or	tolerating	slavery	therein,	shall	refund	to	the	United	States	the	bonds	so	received,	or	the	value	thereof,	and	all	interest	paid
thereon".[65]	In	his	2014	book,	Lincoln's	Gamble,	journalist	and	historian	Todd	Brewster	asserted	that	Lincoln's	desire	to	reassert	the	saving	of	the	Union	as	his	sole	war	goal	was,	in	fact,	crucial	to	his	claim	of	legal	authority	for	emancipation.	Since	slavery	was	protected	by	the	Constitution,	the	only	way	that	he	could	free	the	slaves	was	as	a	tactic	of
war—not	as	the	mission	itself.[66]	But	that	carried	the	risk	that	when	the	war	ended,	so	would	the	justification	for	freeing	the	slaves.	Late	in	1862,	Lincoln	asked	his	Attorney	General,	Edward	Bates,	for	an	opinion	as	to	whether	slaves	freed	through	a	war-related	proclamation	of	emancipation	could	be	re-enslaved	once	the	war	was	over.	Bates	had	to
work	through	the	language	of	the	Dred	Scott	decision	to	arrive	at	an	answer,	but	he	finally	concluded	that	they	could	indeed	remain	free.	Still,	a	complete	end	to	slavery	would	require	a	constitutional	amendment.[67]	Conflicting	advice	as	to	whether	to	free	the	slaves	was	presented	to	Lincoln	in	public	and	private.	Thomas	Nast,	a	cartoon	artist	during
the	Civil	War	and	the	late	1800s	considered	"Father	of	the	American	Cartoon",	composed	many	works,	including	a	two-sided	spread	that	showed	the	transition	from	slavery	into	civilization	after	President	Lincoln	signed	the	Proclamation.	Nast	believed	in	equal	opportunity	and	equality	for	all	people,	including	enslaved	Africans	or	free	blacks.	A	mass
rally	in	Chicago	on	September	7,	1862,	demanded	immediate	and	universal	emancipation	of	slaves.	A	delegation	headed	by	William	W.	Patton	met	the	president	at	the	White	House	on	September	13.	Lincoln	had	declared	in	peacetime	that	he	had	no	constitutional	authority	to	free	the	slaves.	Even	used	as	a	war	power,	emancipation	was	a	risky
political	act.	Public	opinion	as	a	whole	was	against	it.[68]	There	would	be	strong	opposition	among	Copperhead	Democrats	and	an	uncertain	reaction	from	loyal	border	states.	Delaware	and	Maryland	already	had	a	high	percentage	of	free	blacks:	91.2%	and	49.7%,	respectively,	in	1860.[69]	English	Wikisource	has	original	text	related	to	this	article:
The	Emancipation	Proclamation	Eastman	Johnson	(American,	1824–1906)	–	A	Ride	for	Liberty	–	The	Fugitive	Slaves,	c. 1862	Lincoln	first	discussed	the	proclamation	with	his	cabinet	in	July	1862.	He	drafted	his	preliminary	proclamation	and	read	it	to	Secretary	of	State	William	Seward	and	Secretary	of	the	Navy	Gideon	Welles,	on	July	13.	Seward	and
Welles	were	at	first	speechless,	then	Seward	referred	to	possible	anarchy	throughout	the	South	and	resulting	foreign	intervention;	Welles	apparently	said	nothing.	On	July	22,	Lincoln	presented	it	to	his	entire	cabinet	as	something	he	had	determined	to	do	and	he	asked	their	opinion	on	wording.[70]	Although	Secretary	of	War	Edwin	Stanton	supported
it,	Seward	advised	Lincoln	to	issue	the	proclamation	after	a	major	Union	victory,	or	else	it	would	appear	as	if	the	Union	was	giving	"its	last	shriek	of	retreat".[71]	Walter	Stahr,	however,	writes,	"There	are	contemporary	sources,	however,	that	suggest	others	were	involved	in	the	decision	to	delay",	and	Stahr	quotes	them.[72]	In	September	1862,	the
Battle	of	Antietam	gave	Lincoln	the	victory	he	needed	to	issue	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.	In	the	battle,	though	the	Union	suffered	heavier	losses	than	the	Confederates	and	General	McClellan	allowed	the	escape	of	Robert	E.	Lee's	retreating	troops,	Union	forces	turned	back	a	Confederate	invasion	of	Maryland,	eliminating	more	than	a
quarter	of	Lee's	army	in	the	process.	This	marked	a	turning	point	in	the	Civil	War.	1864	reproduction	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	from	the	Library	of	Congress	Prints	and	Photographs	Division	On	September	22,	1862,	five	days	after	Antietam,	and	while	residing	at	the	Soldier's	Home,	Lincoln	called	his	cabinet	into	session	and	issued	the
Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.[73]	According	to	Civil	War	historian	James	M.	McPherson,	Lincoln	told	cabinet	members,	"I	made	a	solemn	vow	before	God,	that	if	General	Lee	was	driven	back	from	Pennsylvania,	I	would	crown	the	result	by	the	declaration	of	freedom	to	the	slaves."[74][75]	Lincoln	had	first	shown	an	early	draft	of	the
proclamation	to	Vice	President	Hannibal	Hamlin,[76]	an	ardent	abolitionist,	who	was	more	often	kept	in	the	dark	on	presidential	decisions.	Lincoln	issued	the	final	proclamation,	as	he	had	promised	in	the	preliminary	proclamation,	on	January	1,	1863.	Although	implicitly	granted	authority	by	Congress,	Lincoln	used	his	powers	as	Commander-in-Chief
of	the	Army	and	Navy	to	issue	the	proclamation	"as	a	necessary	war	measure."	Therefore,	it	was	not	the	equivalent	of	a	statute	enacted	by	Congress	or	a	constitutional	amendment,	because	Lincoln	or	a	subsequent	president	could	revoke	it.	One	week	after	issuing	the	final	Proclamation,	Lincoln	wrote	to	Major	General	John	McClernand:	"After	the
commencement	of	hostilities	I	struggled	nearly	a	year	and	a	half	to	get	along	without	touching	the	'institution';	and	when	finally	I	conditionally	determined	to	touch	it,	I	gave	a	hundred	days	fair	notice	of	my	purpose,	to	all	the	States	and	people,	within	which	time	they	could	have	turned	it	wholly	aside,	by	simply	again	becoming	good	citizens	of	the
United	States.	They	chose	to	disregard	it,	and	I	made	the	peremptory	proclamation	on	what	appeared	to	me	to	be	a	military	necessity.	And	being	made,	it	must	stand".	Lincoln	continued,	however,	that	the	states	included	in	the	proclamation	could	"adopt	systems	of	apprenticeship	for	the	colored	people,	conforming	substantially	to	the	most	approved
plans	of	gradual	emancipation;	and	...	they	may	be	nearly	as	well	off,	in	this	respect,	as	if	the	present	trouble	had	not	occurred".	He	concluded	by	asking	McClernand	not	to	"make	this	letter	public".[77][78]	A	printed	broadside	recruiting	men	of	color	to	enlist	in	the	U.S.	military	after	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	1863	(Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania).	Initially,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	effectively	freed	only	a	small	percentage	of	the	slaves,	namely	those	who	were	behind	Union	lines	in	areas	not	exempted.	Most	slaves	were	still	behind	Confederate	lines	or	in	exempted	Union-occupied	areas.	Secretary	of	State	William	H.	Seward	commented,	"We	show	our	sympathy	with	slavery
by	emancipating	slaves	where	we	cannot	reach	them	and	holding	them	in	bondage	where	we	can	set	them	free."	Had	any	slave	state	ended	its	secession	attempt	before	January	1,	1863,	it	could	have	kept	slavery,	at	least	temporarily.	The	Proclamation	freed	the	slaves	only	in	areas	of	the	South	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863.	But	as	the
Union	army	advanced	into	the	South,	slaves	fled	to	behind	its	lines,	and	"[s]hortly	after	issuing	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	the	Lincoln	administration	lifted	the	ban	on	enticing	slaves	into	Union	lines."[79]	These	events	contributed	to	the	destruction	of	slavery.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	also	allowed	for	the	enrollment	of	freed	slaves	into	the
United	States	military.	During	the	war	nearly	200,000	black	men,	most	of	them	ex-slaves,	joined	the	Union	Army.[80]	Their	contributions	were	significant	in	winning	the	war.	The	Confederacy	did	not	allow	slaves	in	their	army	as	soldiers	until	the	last	month	before	its	defeat.[81]	Though	the	counties	of	Virginia	that	were	soon	to	form	West	Virginia
were	specifically	exempted	from	the	Proclamation	(Jefferson	County	being	the	only	exception),	a	condition	of	the	state's	admittance	to	the	Union	was	that	its	constitution	provide	for	the	gradual	abolition	of	slavery	(an	immediate	emancipation	of	all	slaves	was	also	adopted	there	in	early	1865).	Slaves	in	the	border	states	of	Maryland	and	Missouri	were
also	emancipated	by	separate	state	action	before	the	Civil	War	ended.	In	Maryland,	a	new	state	constitution	abolishing	slavery	in	the	state	went	into	effect	on	November	1,	1864.	The	Union-occupied	counties	of	eastern	Virginia	and	the	allegedly	pro-Union	parishes	of	Louisiana,	which	had	been	exempted	from	the	Proclamation,	both	adopted	state



constitutions	that	abolished	slavery	in	April	1864.[8][9]	[82][83]	In	early	1865,	Tennessee	adopted	an	amendment	to	its	constitution	prohibiting	slavery.[84][85]	Further	information:	Slave	states	and	free	states	The	moment	the	proclamation	was	signed,	portrayed	by	Lee	Lawrie	in	Lincoln,	Nebraska	The	Proclamation	was	issued	in	a	preliminary
version	and	a	final	version.	The	former,	issued	on	September	22,	1862,	was	a	preliminary	announcement	outlining	the	intent	of	the	latter,	which	took	effect	100	days	later	on	January	1,	1863,	during	the	second	year	of	the	Civil	War.	The	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	Abraham	Lincoln's	declaration	that	all	slaves	would	be	permanently
freed	in	all	areas	of	the	Confederacy	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863.	The	ten	affected	states	were	individually	named	in	the	final	Emancipation	Proclamation	(South	Carolina,	Mississippi,	Florida,	Alabama,	Georgia,	Louisiana,	Texas,	Virginia,	Arkansas,	North	Carolina).	Not	included	were	the	Union	slave	states	of	Maryland,	Delaware,
Missouri	and	Kentucky.	Also	not	named	was	the	state	of	Tennessee,	in	which	a	Union-controlled	military	government	had	already	been	set	up,	based	in	the	capital,	Nashville.	Specific	exemptions	were	stated	for	areas	also	under	Union	control	on	January	1,	1863,	namely	48	counties	that	would	soon	become	West	Virginia,	seven	other	named	counties	of
Virginia	including	Berkeley	and	Hampshire	counties,	which	were	soon	added	to	West	Virginia,	New	Orleans	and	13	named	parishes	nearby.[86]	Union-occupied	areas	of	the	Confederate	states	where	the	proclamation	was	put	into	immediate	effect	by	local	commanders	included	Winchester,	Virginia,[87]	Corinth,	Mississippi,[88]	the	Sea	Islands	along
the	coasts	of	the	Carolinas	and	Georgia,[89]	Key	West,	Florida,[90]	and	Port	Royal,	South	Carolina.[91]	A	photograph	of	two	children	who	likely,	were	recently	emancipated	–	circa	1870	"Scene	Along	the	Route"	from	a	Philadelphia	Inquirer	correspondent	(possibly	U.H.	Painter[92])	embedded	with	the	Army	of	the	Potomac,	The	Indiana	Progress,	June
1,	1864	On	New	Year's	Eve	in	1862,	African	Americans	–	enslaved	and	free	–	gathered	across	the	United	States	to	hold	Watch	Night	ceremonies	for	"Freedom's	Eve",	looking	toward	the	stroke	of	midnight	and	the	promised	fulfillment	of	the	Proclamation.[93]	It	has	been	inaccurately	claimed	that	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	did	not	free	a	single
slave;[94]	historian	Lerone	Bennett	Jr.	alleged	that	the	proclamation	was	a	hoax	deliberately	designed	not	to	free	any	slaves.[95]	However,	as	a	result	of	the	Proclamation,	most	slaves	became	free	during	the	course	of	the	war,	beginning	on	the	day	it	took	effect;	eyewitness	accounts	at	places	such	as	Hilton	Head	Island,	South	Carolina,[96]	and	Port
Royal,	South	Carolina[91]	record	celebrations	on	January	1	as	thousands	of	blacks	were	informed	of	their	new	legal	status	of	freedom.	"Estimates	of	the	number	of	slaves	freed	immediately	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	are	uncertain.	One	contemporary	estimate	put	the	'contraband'	population	of	Union-occupied	North	Carolina	at	10,000,	and	the
Sea	Islands	of	South	Carolina	also	had	a	substantial	population.	Those	20,000	slaves	were	freed	immediately	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation."[97][98]	This	Union-occupied	zone	where	freedom	began	at	once	included	parts	of	eastern	North	Carolina,	the	Mississippi	Valley,	northern	Alabama,	the	Shenandoah	Valley	of	Virginia,	a	large	part	of
Arkansas,	and	the	Sea	Islands	of	Georgia	and	South	Carolina.[99]	Although	some	counties	of	Union-occupied	Virginia	were	exempted	from	the	Proclamation,	the	lower	Shenandoah	Valley	and	the	area	around	Alexandria	were	covered.[97]	Emancipation	was	immediately	enforced	as	Union	soldiers	advanced	into	the	Confederacy.	Slaves	fled	their
masters	and	were	often	assisted	by	Union	soldiers.[100]	On	the	other	hand,	Robert	Gould	Shaw	wrote	to	his	mother	on	September	25,	1862,	"So	the	'Proclamation	of	Emancipation'	has	come	at	last,	or	rather,	its	forerunner.	I	suppose	you	all	are	very	much	excited	about	it.	For	my	part,	I	can't	see	what	practical	good	it	can	do	now.	Wherever	our	army
has	been,	there	remain	no	slaves,	and	the	Proclamation	will	not	free	them	where	we	don't	go."	Ten	days	later,	he	wrote	her	again,	"Don't	imagine,	from	what	I	said	in	my	last	that	I	thought	Mr.	Lincoln's	'Emancipation	Proclamation'	not	right	...	but	still,	as	a	war-measure,	I	don't	see	the	immediate	benefit	of	it,	...	as	the	slaves	are	sure	of	being	free	at
any	rate,	with	or	without	an	Emancipation	Act."[101]	Booker	T.	Washington,	as	a	boy	of	9	in	Virginia,	remembered	the	day	in	early	1865:[102]	As	the	great	day	drew	nearer,	there	was	more	singing	in	the	slave	quarters	than	usual.	It	was	bolder,	had	more	ring,	and	lasted	later	into	the	night.	Most	of	the	verses	of	the	plantation	songs	had	some
reference	to	freedom....	[S]ome	man	who	seemed	to	be	a	stranger	(a	United	States	officer,	I	presume)	made	a	little	speech	and	then	read	a	rather	long	paper—the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	I	think.	After	the	reading	we	were	told	that	we	were	all	free,	and	could	go	when	and	where	we	pleased.	My	mother,	who	was	standing	by	my	side,	leaned	over
and	kissed	her	children,	while	tears	of	joy	ran	down	her	cheeks.	She	explained	to	us	what	it	all	meant,	that	this	was	the	day	for	which	she	had	been	so	long	praying,	but	fearing	that	she	would	never	live	to	see.	Winslow	Homer	1876	–	"A	Visit	from	the	Old	Mistress"	depicts	a	tense	meeting	between	a	group	of	newly	freed	slaves	and	their	former
slaveholder	–	Smithsonian	Museum	of	American	Art	Runaway	slaves	who	had	escaped	to	Union	lines	had	previously	been	held	by	the	Union	Army	as	"contraband	of	war"	under	the	Confiscation	Acts.	The	Sea	Islands	off	the	coast	of	Georgia	had	been	occupied	by	the	Union	Navy	earlier	in	the	war.	The	whites	had	fled	to	the	mainland	while	the	blacks
stayed.	An	early	program	of	Reconstruction	was	set	up	for	the	former	slaves,	including	schools	and	training.	Naval	officers	read	the	proclamation	and	told	them	they	were	free.[89]	Slaves	had	been	part	of	the	"engine	of	war"	for	the	Confederacy.	They	produced	and	prepared	food;	sewed	uniforms;	repaired	railways;	worked	on	farms	and	in	factories,
shipping	yards,	and	mines;	built	fortifications;	and	served	as	hospital	workers	and	common	laborers.	News	of	the	Proclamation	spread	rapidly	by	word	of	mouth,	arousing	hopes	of	freedom,	creating	general	confusion,	and	encouraging	thousands	to	escape	to	Union	lines.[103][page	needed]	George	Washington	Albright,	a	teenage	slave	in	Mississippi,
recalled	that	like	many	of	his	fellow	slaves,	his	father	escaped	to	join	Union	forces.	According	to	Albright,	plantation	owners	tried	to	keep	news	of	the	Proclamation	from	slaves,	but	they	learned	of	it	through	the	grapevine.	The	young	slave	became	a	"runner"	for	an	informal	group	they	called	the	4Ls	("Lincoln's	Legal	Loyal	League")	bringing	news	of
the	proclamation	to	secret	slave	meetings	at	plantations	throughout	the	region.[104]	Confederate	general	Robert	E.	Lee	saw	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	a	way	for	the	Union	to	increase	the	number	of	soldiers	it	could	place	on	the	field,	making	it	imperative	for	the	Confederacy	to	increase	its	own	numbers.	Writing	on	the	matter	after	the	sack	of
Fredericksburg,	Lee	wrote,	"In	view	of	the	vast	increase	of	the	forces	of	the	enemy,	of	the	savage	and	brutal	policy	he	has	proclaimed,	which	leaves	us	no	alternative	but	success	or	degradation	worse	than	death,	if	we	would	save	the	honor	of	our	families	from	pollution	[and]	our	social	system	from	destruction,	let	every	effort	be	made,	every	means	be
employed,	to	fill	and	maintain	the	ranks	of	our	armies,	until	God	in	his	mercy	shall	bless	us	with	the	establishment	of	our	independence."[105][106][page	needed]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	marked	a	significant	turning	point	in	the	war	as	it	made	the	goal	of	the	North	not	only	preserving	the	Union,	but	also	freeing	the	slaves.[107]	The
Proclamation	also	rallied	support	from	abolitionists	and	Europeans,	while	encouraging	enslaved	individuals	to	escape	to	the	North.	This	weakened	the	South's	labor	force	while	bolstering	the	North's	ranks.[108]	This	section	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources	in	this	section.
Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(September	2020)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	"Abe	Lincoln's	Last	Card;	Or,	Rouge-et-Noir"	(Red	and	Black),	a	cartoon	by	John	Tenniel	printed	by	Punch[109]	after	the	London	Times	wrote	in	October	1862	that	Lincoln	had	played	his	"last	card"	in	issuing	the	Proclamation.[110]
[111]	Lincoln's	hair	is	in	points,	suggesting	horns.	The	cartoon	was	reprinted	often	in	the	Copperhead	press.[112][113][page	needed]	The	Proclamation	was	immediately	denounced	by	Copperhead	Democrats,	who	opposed	the	war	and	advocated	restoring	the	union	by	allowing	slavery.	Horatio	Seymour,	while	running	for	governor	of	New	York,	cast
the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	a	call	for	slaves	to	commit	extreme	acts	of	violence	on	all	white	southerners,	saying	it	was	"a	proposal	for	the	butchery	of	women	and	children,	for	scenes	of	lust	and	rapine,	and	of	arson	and	murder,	which	would	invoke	the	interference	of	civilized	Europe".[114]	The	Copperheads	also	saw	the	Proclamation	as	an
unconstitutional	abuse	of	presidential	power.	Editor	Henry	A.	Reeves	wrote	in	Greenport's	Republican	Watchman	that	"In	the	name	of	freedom	for	Negroes,	[the	proclamation]	imperils	the	liberty	of	white	men;	to	test	an	utopian	theory	of	equality	of	races	which	Nature,	History	and	Experience	alike	condemn	as	monstrous,	it	overturns	the	Constitution
and	Civil	Laws	and	sets	up	Military	Usurpation	in	their	stead."[114]	Racism	remained	pervasive	on	both	sides	of	the	conflict	and	many	in	the	North	supported	the	war	only	as	an	effort	to	force	the	South	to	stay	in	the	Union.	The	promises	of	many	Republican	politicians	that	the	war	was	to	restore	the	Union	and	not	about	black	rights	or	ending	slavery
were	declared	lies	by	their	opponents,	who	cited	the	Proclamation.	In	Columbiana,	Ohio,	Copperhead	David	Allen	told	a	crowd,	"Now	fellow	Democrats	I	ask	you	if	you	are	going	to	be	forced	into	a	war	against	your	Britheren	of	the	Southern	States	for	the	Negro.	I	answer	No!"[115]	The	Copperheads	saw	the	Proclamation	as	irrefutable	proof	of	their
position	and	the	beginning	of	a	political	rise	for	their	members;	in	Connecticut,	H.	B.	Whiting	wrote	that	the	truth	was	now	plain	even	to	"those	stupid	thickheaded	persons	who	persisted	in	thinking	that	the	President	was	a	conservative	man	and	that	the	war	was	for	the	restoration	of	the	Union	under	the	Constitution."[115]	War	Democrats,	who
rejected	the	Copperhead	position	within	their	party,	found	themselves	in	a	quandary.	While	throughout	the	war	they	had	continued	to	espouse	the	racist	positions	of	their	party	and	their	disdain	of	the	concerns	of	slaves,	they	did	see	the	Proclamation	as	a	viable	military	tool	against	the	South	and	worried	that	opposing	it	might	demoralize	troops	in	the
Union	army.	The	question	would	continue	to	trouble	them	and	eventually	lead	to	a	split	within	their	party	as	the	war	progressed.[115]	Lincoln	further	alienated	many	in	the	Union	two	days	after	issuing	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	by	suspending	habeas	corpus.	His	opponents	linked	these	two	actions	in	their	claims	that	he	was
becoming	a	despot.	In	light	of	this	and	a	lack	of	military	success	for	the	Union	armies,	many	War	Democrat	voters	who	had	previously	supported	Lincoln	turned	against	him	and	joined	the	Copperheads	in	the	off-year	elections	held	in	October	and	November.[115]	In	the	1862	elections,	the	Democrats	gained	28	seats	in	the	House	as	well	as	the
governorship	of	New	York.	Lincoln's	friend	Orville	Hickman	Browning	told	the	president	that	the	Proclamation	and	the	suspension	of	habeas	corpus	had	been	"disastrous"	for	his	party	by	handing	the	Democrats	so	many	weapons.	Lincoln	made	no	response.	Copperhead	William	Jarvis	of	Connecticut	pronounced	the	election	the	"beginning	of	the	end	of
the	utter	downfall	of	Abolitionism".[116]	Historians	James	M.	McPherson	and	Allan	Nevins	state	that	though	the	results	looked	very	troubling,	they	could	be	seen	favorably	by	Lincoln;	his	opponents	did	well	only	in	their	historic	strongholds	and	"at	the	national	level	their	gains	in	the	House	were	the	smallest	of	any	minority	party's	in	an	off-year
election	in	nearly	a	generation.	Michigan,	California,	and	Iowa	all	went	Republican....	Moreover,	the	Republicans	picked	up	five	seats	in	the	Senate."[116]	McPherson	states,	"If	the	election	was	in	any	sense	a	referendum	on	emancipation	and	on	Lincoln's	conduct	of	the	war,	a	majority	of	Northern	voters	endorsed	these	policies."[116]	"NEGROES
LEAVING	THEIR	HOME:	The	view	on	page	237	illustrates	a	phase	of	the	war	which	the	rebels	have	found	it	difficult	to	contemplate	with	any	complacency.	The	exodus	of	the	slaves	from	the	bondage	which	has	so	long	oppressed	them	has	been	steady	and	continuous	from	the	moment	the	first	blow	was	struck	against	the	national	honor,	and	it	still
goes	on,	hundreds	and	thousands	of	the	poor,	outraged	creatures	cowing	weekly	into	tho	Union	lines	at	all	points	in	the	field.	Our	sketch	gives	an	admirable	view	of	the	desolation	which	surrounds	the	homes	of	the	negroes,	and	the	heartiness	and	energy	with	which	they	make	their	way	to	freedom	upon	the	slightest	opportunity.	The	Federal	gun-boat,
it	will	be	seen,	lies	far	out	at	sea,	but	the	sharp	eyes	of	the	waiting,	watching	bondmen	have	caught	sight	of	the	flag	she	carries;	they	know	there	is	shelter	under	it	for	them,	and	launching	their	little	boat,	they	carefully	put	the	aged	and	infirm,	with	their	few	more	valuable	effects,	aboard,	and,	with	a	pang,	it	may	be,	at	leaving	their	rude	home,	but
with	hope	and	joy	in	their	hearts	at	the	prospect	of	deliverance,	pull	away	from	the	shore,	which	henceforth	is	to	be	to	them	only	a	dark	dreary	line	marking	a	yet	darker	past.	There	is	pathos	as	well	as	history	in	the	picture."	(Harper's	Weekly,	April	9,	1864)	The	initial	Confederate	response	was	outrage.	The	Proclamation	was	seen	as	vindication	of	the
rebellion	and	proof	that	Lincoln	would	have	abolished	slavery	even	if	the	states	had	remained	in	the	Union.[117]	It	intensified	the	fear	of	slaves	revolting	and	undermined	morale,	especially	spurring	fear	among	slave	owners	who	saw	it	as	a	threat	to	their	business.[118]	In	an	August	1863	letter	to	President	Lincoln,	U.S.	Army	general	Ulysses	S.	Grant
observed	that	the	proclamation's	"arming	the	negro",	together	with	"the	emancipation	of	the	negro,	is	the	heavyest	[sic]	blow	yet	given	the	Confederacy.	The	South	rave	a	greatdeel	[sic]	about	it	and	profess	to	be	very	angry."[119]	In	May	1863,	a	few	months	after	the	Proclamation	took	effect,	the	Confederacy	passed	a	law	demanding	"full	and	ample
retaliation"	against	the	U.S.	for	such	measures.	The	Confederacy	stated	that	black	U.S.	soldiers	captured	while	fighting	against	the	Confederacy	would	be	tried	as	slave	insurrectionists	in	civil	courts—a	capital	offense	with	an	automatic	sentence	of	death.	Less	than	a	year	after	the	law's	passage,	the	Confederates	massacred	black	U.S.	soldiers	at	Fort
Pillow.[120]	Confederate	President	Jefferson	Davis	reacted	to	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	with	outrage	and	in	an	address	to	the	Confederate	Congress	on	January	12	threatened	to	send	any	U.S.	military	officer	captured	in	Confederate	territory	covered	by	the	proclamation	to	state	authorities	to	be	charged	with	"exciting	servile	insurrection",
which	was	a	capital	offense.[121]	Confederate	General	Robert	E.	Lee	called	the	Proclamation	a	"savage	and	brutal	policy	he	has	proclaimed,	which	leaves	us	no	alternative	but	success	or	degradation	worse	than	death."[122]	However,	some	Confederates	welcomed	the	Proclamation,	because	they	believed	it	would	strengthen	pro-slavery	sentiment	in
the	Confederacy	and	thus	lead	to	greater	enlistment	of	white	men	into	the	Confederate	army.	According	to	one	Confederate	cavalry	sergeant	from	Kentucky,	"The	Proclamation	is	worth	three	hundred	thousand	soldiers	to	our	Government	at	least....	It	shows	exactly	what	this	war	was	brought	about	for	and	the	intention	of	its	damnable	authors."[123]
Even	some	Union	soldiers	concurred	with	this	view	and	expressed	reservations	about	the	Proclamation,	not	on	principle,	but	rather	because	they	were	afraid	it	would	increase	the	Confederacy's	determination	to	fight	on	and	maintain	slavery.	One	Union	soldier	from	New	York	stated	worryingly	after	the	Proclamation's	issuance,	"I	know	enough	of	the
southern	spirit	that	I	think	they	will	fight	for	the	institution	of	slavery	even	to	extermination."[124]	As	a	result	of	the	Proclamation,	the	price	of	slaves	in	the	Confederacy	increased	in	the	months	after	its	issuance,	with	one	Confederate	from	South	Carolina	opining	in	1865	that	"now	is	the	time	for	Uncle	to	buy	some	negro	women	and	children...."[125]
As	Lincoln	had	hoped,	the	proclamation	turned	foreign	popular	opinion	in	favor	of	the	Union	by	gaining	the	support	of	anti-slavery	countries	and	countries	that	had	already	abolished	slavery	(especially	the	developed	countries	in	Europe	such	as	the	United	Kingdom	and	France).	This	shift	ended	the	Confederacy's	hopes	of	gaining	official	recognition.
[126]	Since	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	made	the	eradication	of	slavery	an	explicit	Union	war	goal,	it	linked	support	for	the	South	to	support	for	slavery.	Public	opinion	in	Britain	would	not	tolerate	support	for	slavery.	As	Henry	Adams	noted,	"The	Emancipation	Proclamation	has	done	more	for	us	than	all	our	former	victories	and	all	our	diplomacy."
In	Italy,	Giuseppe	Garibaldi	hailed	Lincoln	as	"the	heir	of	the	aspirations	of	John	Brown".	On	August	6,	1863,	Garibaldi	wrote	to	Lincoln:	"Posterity	will	call	you	the	great	emancipator,	a	more	enviable	title	than	any	crown	could	be,	and	greater	than	any	merely	mundane	treasure".[127]	Mayor	Abel	Haywood,	a	representative	for	workers	from
Manchester,	England,	wrote	to	Lincoln	saying,	"We	joyfully	honor	you	for	many	decisive	steps	toward	practically	exemplifying	your	belief	in	the	words	of	your	great	founders:	'All	men	are	created	free	and	equal.'"[128]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	served	to	ease	tensions	with	Europe	over	the	North's	conduct	of	the	war,	and	combined	with	the
recent	failed	Southern	offensive	at	Antietam,	to	remove	any	practical	chance	for	the	Confederacy	to	receive	foreign	military	intervention	in	the	war.[129]	However,	in	spite	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	arms	sales	to	the	Confederacy	through	blockade	running,	from	British	firms	and	dealers,	continued,	with	knowledge	of	the	British	government.
[130]	The	Confederacy	was	able	to	sustain	the	fight	for	two	more	years	largely	thanks	to	the	weapons	supplied	by	British	blockade	runners.	As	a	result,	the	blockade	runners	operating	from	Britain	were	responsible	for	killing	400,000	additional	soldiers	and	civilians	on	both	sides.[131][132][133][134]	Lincoln's	Gettysburg	Address	on	November	19,
1863	made	indirect	reference	to	the	Proclamation	and	the	ending	of	slavery	as	a	war	goal	with	the	phrase	"new	birth	of	freedom".	The	Proclamation	solidified	Lincoln's	support	among	the	rapidly	growing	abolitionist	elements	of	the	Republican	Party	and	ensured	that	they	would	not	block	his	renomination	in	1864.[135][page	needed]	In	December
1863,	Lincoln	issued	his	Proclamation	of	Amnesty	and	Reconstruction,	which	dealt	with	the	ways	the	rebel	states	could	reconcile	with	the	Union.	Key	provisions	required	that	the	states	accept	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	and	thus	the	freedom	of	their	slaves,	and	accept	the	Confiscation	Acts,	as	well	as	the	Act	banning	slavery	in	United	States
territories.[136]	"Ambrotype	of	African	American	woman	with	flag,"	said	to	be	a	washerwoman	for	Union	troops	quartered	outside	Richmond,	Virginia	(Smithsonian	2005.0002.01)	Near	the	end	of	the	war,	abolitionists	were	concerned	that	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	would	be	construed	solely	as	a	war	measure,	as	Lincoln	intended,	and	would	no
longer	apply	once	fighting	ended.	They	also	were	increasingly	anxious	to	secure	the	freedom	of	all	slaves,	not	just	those	freed	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	Thus	pressed,	Lincoln	staked	a	large	part	of	his	1864	presidential	campaign	on	a	constitutional	amendment	to	abolish	slavery	throughout	the	United	States.	Lincoln's	campaign	was
bolstered	by	votes	in	both	Maryland	and	Missouri	to	abolish	slavery	in	those	states.	Maryland's	new	constitution	abolishing	slavery	took	effect	on	November	1,	1864.[137]	Slavery	in	Missouri	ended	on	January	11,	1865,	when	a	state	convention	approved	an	ordinance	abolishing	slavery	by	a	vote	of	60-4,[138]	and	later	the	same	day,	Governor	Thomas
C.	Fletcher	followed	up	with	his	own	"Proclamation	of	Freedom."[139]	Winning	re-election,	Lincoln	pressed	the	lame	duck	38th	Congress	to	pass	the	proposed	amendment	immediately	rather	than	wait	for	the	incoming	39th	Congress	to	convene.	In	January	1865,	Congress	sent	to	the	state	legislatures	for	ratification	what	became	the	Thirteenth
Amendment,	banning	slavery	in	all	U.S.	states	and	territories,	except	as	punishment	for	a	crime.	The	amendment	was	ratified	by	the	legislatures	of	enough	states	by	December	6,	1865,	and	proclaimed	12	days	later.	There	were	approximately	40,000	slaves	in	Kentucky	and	1,000	in	Delaware	who	were	liberated	then.[140]	Further	information:
Abraham	Lincoln	and	slavery	Lincoln's	proclamation	has	been	called	"one	of	the	most	radical	emancipations	in	the	history	of	the	modern	world."[141]	Nonetheless,	as	over	the	years	American	society	continued	to	be	deeply	unfair	towards	black	people,	cynicism	towards	Lincoln	and	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	increased.	One	attack	was	Lerone
Bennett's	Forced	into	Glory:	Abraham	Lincoln's	White	Dream	(2000),	which	claimed	that	Lincoln	was	a	white	supremacist	who	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	lieu	of	the	real	racial	reforms	for	which	radical	abolitionists	pushed.	To	this,	one	scholarly	review	states	that	"Few	Civil	War	scholars	take	Bennett	and	DiLorenzo	seriously,	pointing	to
their	narrow	political	agenda	and	faulty	research."[142]	In	his	Lincoln's	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Allen	C.	Guelzo	noted	professional	historians'	lack	of	substantial	respect	for	the	document,	since	it	has	been	the	subject	of	few	major	scholarly	studies.	He	argued	that	Lincoln	was	the	U.S.'s	"last	Enlightenment	politician"[143]	and	as	such	had
"allegiance	to	'reason,	cold,	calculating,	unimpassioned	reason'....	But	the	most	important	among	the	Enlightenment's	political	virtues	for	Lincoln,	and	for	his	Proclamation,	was	prudence".[144]	Other	historians	have	given	more	credit	to	Lincoln	for	what	he	accomplished	toward	ending	slavery	and	for	his	own	growth	in	political	and	moral	stature.
[145]	More	might	have	been	accomplished	if	he	had	not	been	assassinated.	As	Eric	Foner	wrote:	Lincoln	was	not	an	abolitionist	or	Radical	Republican,	a	point	Bennett	reiterates	innumerable	times.	He	did	not	favor	immediate	abolition	before	the	war,	and	held	racist	views	typical	of	his	time.	But	he	was	also	a	man	of	deep	convictions	when	it	came	to
slavery,	and	during	the	Civil	War	displayed	a	remarkable	capacity	for	moral	and	political	growth.[146]	Kal	Ashraf	wrote:	Perhaps	in	rejecting	the	critical	dualism—Lincoln	as	individual	emancipator	pitted	against	collective	self-emancipators—there	is	an	opportunity	to	recognise	the	greater	persuasiveness	of	the	combination.	In	a	sense,	yes:	a	racist,
flawed	Lincoln	did	something	heroic,	and	not	in	lieu	of	collective	participation,	but	next	to,	and	enabled,	by	it.	To	venerate	a	singular	'Great	Emancipator'	may	be	as	reductive	as	dismissing	the	significance	of	Lincoln's	actions.	Who	he	was	as	a	man,	no	one	of	us	can	ever	really	know.	So	it	is	that	the	version	of	Lincoln	we	keep	is	also	the	version	we
make.[147]	President	Barack	Obama	views	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	the	Oval	Office	hung	above	a	bust	of	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	in	2010	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	made	many	references	to	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	during	the	civil	rights	movement.	These	include	an	"Emancipation	Proclamation	Centennial	Address"	he	gave	in	New
York	City	on	September	12,	1962,	in	which	he	placed	the	Proclamation	alongside	the	Declaration	of	Independence	as	an	"imperishable"	contribution	to	civilization	and	added,	"All	tyrants,	past,	present	and	future,	are	powerless	to	bury	the	truths	in	these	declarations...."	He	lamented	that	despite	a	history	where	the	United	States	"proudly	professed
the	basic	principles	inherent	in	both	documents,"	it	"sadly	practiced	the	antithesis	of	these	principles."	He	concluded,	"There	is	but	one	way	to	commemorate	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	That	is	to	make	its	declarations	of	freedom	real;	to	reach	back	to	the	origins	of	our	nation	when	our	message	of	equality	electrified	an	unfree	world,	and	reaffirm
democracy	by	deeds	as	bold	and	daring	as	the	issuance	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation."[148]	King's	most	famous	invocation	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	in	a	speech	from	the	steps	of	the	Lincoln	Memorial	at	the	1963	March	on	Washington	for	Jobs	and	Freedom	(often	referred	to	as	the	"I	Have	a	Dream"	speech).	King	began	the	speech
saying	"Five	score	years	ago,	a	great	American,	in	whose	symbolic	shadow	we	stand,	signed	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	This	momentous	decree	came	as	a	great	beacon	light	of	hope	to	millions	of	Negro	slaves	who	had	been	seared	in	the	flames	of	withering	injustice.	It	came	as	a	joyous	daybreak	to	end	the	long	night	of	their	captivity.	But	one
hundred	years	later,	we	must	face	the	tragic	fact	that	the	Negro	still	is	not	free.	One	hundred	years	later,	the	life	of	the	Negro	is	still	sadly	crippled	by	the	manacles	of	segregation	and	the	chains	of	discrimination."[149]	Main	article:	Second	Emancipation	Proclamation	In	the	early	1960s,	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	and	his	associates	called	on
President	John	F.	Kennedy	to	bypass	Southern	segregationist	opposition	in	the	Congress	by	issuing	an	executive	order	to	put	an	end	to	segregation.[150]	This	envisioned	document	was	referred	to	as	the	"Second	Emancipation	Proclamation".	Kennedy,	however,	did	not	issue	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	"and	noticeably	avoided	all	centennial
celebrations	of	emancipation."	Historian	David	W.	Blight	points	out	that,	although	the	idea	of	an	executive	order	to	act	as	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	"has	been	virtually	forgotten,"	the	manifesto	that	King	and	his	associates	produced	calling	for	an	executive	order	showed	his	"close	reading	of	American	politics"	and	recalled	how	moral
leadership	could	have	an	effect	on	the	American	public	through	an	executive	order.	Despite	its	failure	"to	spur	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	from	the	White	House,	it	was	an	important	and	emphatic	attempt	to	combat	the	structured	forgetting	of	emancipation	latent	within	Civil	War	memory."[151]	On	June	11,	1963,	President	Kennedy	spoke
on	national	television	about	civil	rights.	Kennedy,	who	had	been	routinely	criticized	as	timid	by	some	civil	rights	activists,	reminded	Americans	that	two	black	students	had	been	peacefully	enrolled	in	the	University	of	Alabama	with	the	aid	of	the	National	Guard,	despite	the	opposition	of	Governor	George	Wallace.	John	Kennedy	called	it	a	"moral	issue."
[152]	Invoking	the	centennial	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	he	said,	One	hundred	years	of	delay	have	passed	since	President	Lincoln	freed	the	slaves,	yet	their	heirs,	their	grandsons,	are	not	fully	free.	They	are	not	yet	freed	from	the	bonds	of	injustice.	They	are	not	yet	freed	from	social	and	economic	oppression.	And	this	Nation,	for	all	its	hopes
and	all	its	boasts,	will	not	be	fully	free	until	all	its	citizens	are	free.	We	preach	freedom	around	the	world,	and	we	mean	it,	and	we	cherish	our	freedom	here	at	home,	but	are	we	to	say	to	the	world,	and	much	more	importantly,	to	each	other	that	this	is	a	land	of	the	free	except	for	the	Negroes;	that	we	have	no	second-class	citizens	except	Negroes;	that
we	have	no	class	or	caste	system,	no	ghettoes,	no	master	race	except	with	respect	to	Negroes?	Now	the	time	has	come	for	this	Nation	to	fulfill	its	promise.	The	events	in	Birmingham	and	elsewhere	have	so	increased	the	cries	for	equality	that	no	city	or	State	or	legislative	body	can	prudently	choose	to	ignore	them.[153]	In	the	same	speech,	Kennedy
announced	he	would	introduce	a	comprehensive	civil	rights	bill	in	the	United	States	Congress,	which	he	did	a	week	later.	Kennedy	pushed	for	its	passage	until	he	was	assassinated	on	November	22,	1963.	Historian	Peniel	E.	Joseph	holds	Lyndon	Johnson's	ability	to	get	that	bill,	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964,	signed	into	law	on	July	2,	1964,	to	have	been
aided	by	"the	moral	forcefulness	of	the	June	11	speech",	which	had	turned	"the	narrative	of	civil	rights	from	a	regional	issue	into	a	national	story	promoting	racial	equality	and	democratic	renewal."[152]	During	the	civil	rights	movement	of	the	1960s,	Lyndon	B.	Johnson	invoked	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	holding	it	up	as	a	promise	yet	to	be	fully
implemented.	As	vice	president,	while	speaking	from	Gettysburg	on	May	30,	1963	(Memorial	Day),	during	the	centennial	year	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Johnson	connected	it	directly	with	the	ongoing	civil	rights	struggles	of	the	time,	saying	"One	hundred	years	ago,	the	slave	was	freed.	One	hundred	years	later,	the	Negro	remains	in	bondage
to	the	color	of	his	skin....	In	this	hour,	it	is	not	our	respective	races	which	are	at	stake—it	is	our	nation.	Let	those	who	care	for	their	country	come	forward,	North	and	South,	white	and	Negro,	to	lead	the	way	through	this	moment	of	challenge	and	decision....	Until	justice	is	blind	to	color,	until	education	is	unaware	of	race,	until	opportunity	is
unconcerned	with	color	of	men's	skins,	emancipation	will	be	a	proclamation	but	not	a	fact.	To	the	extent	that	the	proclamation	of	emancipation	is	not	fulfilled	in	fact,	to	that	extent	we	shall	have	fallen	short	of	assuring	freedom	to	the	free."[154]	As	president,	Johnson	again	invoked	the	proclamation	in	a	speech	presenting	the	Voting	Rights	Act	at	a
joint	session	of	Congress	on	Monday,	March	15,	1965.	This	was	one	week	after	violence	had	been	inflicted	on	peaceful	civil	rights	marchers	during	the	Selma	to	Montgomery	marches.	Johnson	said	"it's	not	just	Negroes,	but	really	it's	all	of	us,	who	must	overcome	the	crippling	legacy	of	bigotry	and	injustice.	And	we	shall	overcome.	As	a	man	whose
roots	go	deeply	into	Southern	soil,	I	know	how	agonizing	racial	feelings	are.	I	know	how	difficult	it	is	to	reshape	the	attitudes	and	the	structure	of	our	society.	But	a	century	has	passed—more	than	100	years—since	the	Negro	was	freed.	And	he	is	not	fully	free	tonight.	It	was	more	than	100	years	ago	that	Abraham	Lincoln—a	great	President	of	another
party—signed	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	But	emancipation	is	a	proclamation	and	not	a	fact.	A	century	has	passed—more	than	100	years—since	equality	was	promised,	and	yet	the	Negro	is	not	equal.	A	century	has	passed	since	the	day	of	promise,	and	the	promise	is	unkept.	The	time	of	justice	has	now	come,	and	I	tell	you	that	I	believe	sincerely
that	no	force	can	hold	it	back.	It	is	right	in	the	eyes	of	man	and	God	that	it	should	come,	and	when	it	does,	I	think	that	day	will	brighten	the	lives	of	every	American."[155]	U.S.	commemorative	stamp,	1963	[156]	In	the	1963	episode	of	The	Andy	Griffith	Show,	"Andy	Discovers	America",	Andy	asks	Barney	to	explain	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	to
Opie	who	is	struggling	with	history	at	school.[157]	Barney	brags	about	his	history	expertise,	yet	it	is	apparent	he	cannot	answer	Andy's	question.	He	finally	becomes	frustrated	and	explains	it	is	a	proclamation	for	certain	people	who	wanted	emancipation.[158]	In	addition,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	also	a	main	item	of	discussion	in	the	movie
Lincoln	(2012)	directed	by	Steven	Spielberg.[159]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	is	celebrated	around	the	world,	including	on	stamps	of	nations	such	as	the	Republic	of	Togo.[160]	The	United	States	commemorative	was	issued	on	August	16,	1963,	the	opening	day	of	the	Century	of	Negro	Progress	Exhibition	in	Chicago,	Illinois.	Designed	by	Georg
Olden,	an	initial	printing	of	120	million	stamps	was	authorized.[156]	District	of	Columbia	Compensated	Emancipation	Act	1866	Georgia	State	Freedmen's	Conventions	Juneteenth	emancipation	in	Texas	Abolition	of	slavery	timeline	Act	Prohibiting	the	Return	of	Slaves	–	1862	statute	Confiscation	Acts	Contraband	(American	Civil	War)	Emancipation
Memorial	–	a	sculpture	in	Washington,	D.C.,	completed	in	1876	Emancipation	reform	of	1861	–	Russia	Lieber	Code	Reconstruction	Amendments	–	amendments	added	to	the	Constitution	after	1863	Slavery	Abolition	Act	1833	–	an	act	passed	by	the	British	parliament	abolishing	slavery	in	British	colonies	with	compensation	to	the	owners	Slave	Trade
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Lincoln	himself—Lincoln	characterizes	his	order	as	"an	act	of	justice,	warranted	by	the	Constitution	upon	military	necessity."	These	words	capture	the	essential	character	of	Lincoln's	work	in	the	document.	On	the	one	hand,	he	perceived	the	proclamation	as	a	kind	of	military	tactic	that	would	aid	the	Union	in	its	difficult	struggle	against	the
Confederacy.	As	such,	it	was	an	extraordinary	measure	that	carried	the	force	of	law	under	the	powers	granted	by	the	Constitution	to	the	president	as	commander	in	chief	of	the	U.S.	military	forces.	But	on	the	other	hand,	Lincoln	saw	the	proclamation	as	"an	act	of	justice"	that	announced	the	intention	of	the	North	to	free	the	slaves.	In	this	respect,	it
became	an	important	statement	of	the	intent	to	abolish	slavery	in	the	United	States	once	and	for	all,	as	well	as	a	vital	symbol	of	human	freedom	to	later	generations.	Lincoln	had	not	always	regarded	emancipation	as	a	goal	of	the	Civil	War.	In	fact,	he	actively	resisted	emancipation	efforts	early	in	the	war,	as	when	he	voided	earlier	emancipation
proclamations	issued	by	the	Union	generals	John	C.	Frémont	and	David	Hunter	in	their	military	districts.	Lincoln	also	failed	to	enforce	provisions	passed	by	Congress	in	1861	and	1862	that	called	for	the	confiscation	and	emancipation	of	slaves	owned	by	persons	supporting	the	rebellion.	Antislavery	sentiment	in	the	North,	however,	grew	in	intensity
during	the	course	of	the	Civil	War.	By	the	summer	of	1862,	with	the	Union	faring	poorly	in	the	conflict,	Lincoln	had	begun	to	formulate	the	ideas	he	would	eventually	express	in	the	proclamation.	In	particular,	he	reasoned	that	emancipation	would	work	to	the	military	advantage	of	the	North	by	creating	a	labor	shortage	for	the	Confederacy	and
providing	additional	troops	for	the	Union.	While	Lincoln	was	increasingly	sympathetic	to	abolitionists	who	wished	to	end	slavery,	he	was	reluctant	to	proclaim	emancipation	on	a	wider	scale,	out	of	fear	that	it	would	alienate	the	border	slave	states	of	Kentucky,	Maryland,	and	Missouri,	which	had	remained	part	of	the	Union.	Already	stung	by	military
setbacks,	Lincoln	did	not	want	to	do	anything	to	jeopardize	the	ultimate	goal	of	victory	in	the	war.	Even	if	he	had	wished	to	proclaim	emancipation	on	a	wider	scale,	such	an	act	probably	would	not	have	been	constitutionally	legitimate	for	the	presidency.	Lincoln's	cabinet	was	nervous	about	the	effect	of	issuing	the	proclamation,	and	it	advised	him	to
wait	until	the	Union	had	won	a	major	victory	before	releasing	it.	As	a	result,	the	president	announced	the	preliminary	proclamation	on	September	22,	1862,	five	days	after	the	Union	victory	at	the	Battle	of	Antietam.	In	language	that	would	be	retained	in	the	final	version	of	the	proclamation,	this	preliminary	order	declared	that	on	January	1,	1863,	all
the	slaves	in	the	parts	of	the	country	still	in	rebellion	"shall	be	…	thenceforward	and	forever,	free."	It	also	pledged	that	"the	executive	government	of	the	United	States,	including	the	military	…	will	recognize	and	maintain	the	freedom"	of	ex-slaves.	But	this	preliminary	proclamation	also	contained	language	that	was	not	included	in	the	final	document.
For	example,	it	recommended	that	slave	owners	who	had	remained	loyal	to	the	Union	be	compensated	for	the	loss	of	their	slaves.	The	final	version	of	the	proclamation	specified	the	regions	still	held	by	the	Confederacy	in	which	emancipation	would	apply:	all	parts	of	Arkansas,	Texas,	Mississippi,	Alabama,	Florida,	Georgia,	South	Carolina,	and	North
Carolina,	and	parts	of	Louisiana	and	Virginia.	It	also	asked	that	freed	slaves	"abstain	from	all	violence"	and	announced	that	those	"of	suitable	condition	will	be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States."	This	last	provision	led	to	a	significant	practical	effect	of	the	proclamation:	by	1865,	over	190,000	African	Americans	had	joined	the	U.S.
Armed	Services	in	the	fight	against	the	Confederacy.	News	and	copies	of	the	proclamation	quickly	spread	through	the	country,	causing	many	people,	especially	African	Americans,	to	celebrate.	At	one	gathering,	the	African	American	abolitionist	Frederick	Douglass	made	a	speech	in	which	he	pronounced	the	proclamation	the	first	step	on	the	part	of
the	nation	in	its	departure	from	the	servitude	of	the	ages.	In	following	years,	many	African	Americans	would	continue	to	celebrate	the	anniversary	of	the	signing	of	the	proclamation.	However,	many	abolitionists	were	disappointed	with	the	limited	nature	of	the	proclamation.	They	called	for	complete	and	immediate	emancipation	throughout	the	entire
country,	and	they	criticized	the	proclamation	as	the	product	of	military	necessity	rather	than	moral	idealism.	Although	the	practical	effects	of	the	proclamation	were	quite	limited,	it	did	serve	as	an	important	symbol	that	the	North	now	intended	not	only	to	preserve	the	Union	but	also	to	abolish	the	practice	of	slavery.	For	Lincoln,	the	proclamation
marked	an	important	step	in	his	eventual	support	of	complete	emancipation.	Later,	he	would	propose	that	the	Republican	Party	include	in	its	1864	platform	a	plank	calling	for	the	abolition	of	slavery	by	constitutional	amendment,	and	he	would	sign	the	Thirteenth	Amendment	in	early	1865.	The	copy	of	the	proclamation	that	Lincoln	wrote	by	hand	and
signed	on	January	1,	1863,	was	destroyed	in	a	fire	in	1871.	Early	drafts	and	copies	of	the	original,	including	the	official	government	copy	derived	from	Lincoln's	own,	are	held	at	the	National	Archives,	in	Washington,	D.C.	Further	readings	Franklin,	John	Hope.	1995.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation.	Davidson.	——.	1993.	The	Emancipation
Proclamation:	Milestone	Documents	in	the	National	Archives.	National	Archives.	Guelzo,	Allen	C.	2004.	Lincoln's	Emancipation	Proclamation:	The	End	of	Slavery	in	America.	New	York:	Simon	&	Schuster.	Klingaman,	William	K.	2001.	Abraham	Lincoln	and	the	Road	to	Emancipation,	1861–1865.	New	York:	Viking.	Levinson,	Sanford.	2001.	"Was	the
Emancipation	Proclamation	Constitutional?	Do	We/Should	We	Care	What	the	Answer	Was?"	University	of	Illinois	Law	Review	(October):	1135–58.	Cross-references	"Emancipation	Proclamation"	(Appendix,	Primary	Document).By	the	President	of	the	United	States	of	America	President	Abraham	Lincoln	supported	the	U.S.	Civil	War	to	preserve	the
Union,	not	to	end	Slavery.	Though	he	was	personally	opposed	to	slavery,	he	had	been	elected	on	a	platform	that	pledged	the	continuation	of	slavery	in	states	where	it	already	existed.	Wartime	pressures,	however,	drove	Lincoln	toward	emancipation	of	the	slaves.	Military	leaders	argued	that	an	enslaved	labor	force	in	the	South	allowed	the	Confederate
states	to	place	more	soldiers	on	the	front	lines.	By	the	summer	of	1862,	Lincoln	had	prepared	an	Emancipation	Proclamation,but	he	did	not	want	to	issue	it	until	Union	armies	had	had	greater	success	on	the	battlefield.	He	feared	that	otherwise	the	proclamation	might	be	seen	as	a	sign	of	weakness.	The	Union	army's	victory	at	the	Battle	of	Antietam
encouraged	the	president	to	issue	a	preliminary	proclamation	on	September	22,	1862,	that	announced	the	abolition	of	slavery	in	areas	occupied	by	the	Confederacy	effective	January	1,	1863.	The	wording	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	on	that	date	made	clear	that	slavery	would	still	be	tolerated	in	the	border	states	and	areas	occupied	by	Union
troops,	so	as	not	to	jeopardize	the	war	effort.	Lincoln	was	uncertain	that	the	Supreme	Court	would	uphold	the	constitutionality	of	his	action,	so	he	lobbied	Congress	to	adopt	the	Thirteenth	Amendment,	which	totally	abol	ished	slavery.	A	PROCLAMATION	Whereas,	on	the	twenty-second	day	of	September,	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	one	thousand	eight
hundred	and	sixty-two,	a	proclamation	was	issued	by	the	president	of	the	United	States,	containing,	among	other	things,	the	following,	to	wit:	"That	on	the	first	day	of	January,	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-three,	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	any	state	or	designated	part	of	a	state,	the	people	whereof	shall	then	be	in
rebellion	against	the	United	States,	shall	be	then,	thenceforward	and	forever,	free;	and	the	executive	government	of	the	United	States,	including	the	military	and	naval	authority	thereof,	will	recognize	and	maintain	the	freedom	of	such	persons	and	will	do	no	act	or	acts	to	repress	such	persons,	or	any	of	them,	in	any	efforts	they	may	make	for	their
actual	freedom.	Source:	Statutes	at	Large,	vol.	12	(1864),	pp.	1268–1269.	"That	the	executive	will,	on	the	first	day	of	January	aforesaid,	by	proclamation,	designate	the	states	and	parts	of	states,	if	any,	in	which	the	people	thereof,	respectively,	shall	then	be	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States;	and	the	fact	that	any	state,	or	the	people	thereof,	shall	on
that	day	be	in	good	faith	represented	in	the	Congress	of	the	United	States,	by	members	chosen	thereto	at	elections	wherein	a	majority	of	the	qualified	voters	of	such	states	shall	have	participated,	shall,	in	the	absence	of	strong	countervailing	testimony,	be	deemed	conclusive	evidence	that	such	state,	and	the	people	thereof,	are	not	then	in	rebellion
against	the	United	States."	Now,	therefore,	I,	Abraham	Lincoln,	president	of	the	United	States,	by	virtue	of	the	power	in	me	vested	as	commander	in	chief	of	the	army	and	navy	of	the	United	States,	in	time	of	actual	armed	rebellion	against	the	authority	and	government	of	the	United	States,	and	as	a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said
rebellion,	do,	on	this	first	day	of	January,	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-three,	and	in	accordance	with	my	purpose	so	to	do,	publicly	proclaimed	for	the	full	period	of	one	hundred	days	from	the	day	first	above	mentioned,	order	and	designate	as	the	states	and	parts	of	states	wherein	the	people	thereof,	respectively,	are
this	day	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States,	the	following,	to	wit:	Arkansas,	Texas,	Louisiana	(except	the	parishes	of	St.	Bernard,	Plaquemines,	Jefferson,	St.	John,	St.	Charles,	St.	James,	Ascension,	Assumption,	Terre	Bonne,	Lafourche,	St.	Mary,	St.	Martin,	and	Orleans,	including	the	city	of	New	Orleans),	Mississippi,	Alabama,	Florida,	Georgia,



South	Carolina,	North	Carolina,	and	Virginia	(except	the	forty-eight	counties	designated	as	West	Virginia,	and	also	the	counties	of	Berkeley,	Accomac,	Northampton,	Elizabeth	City,	York,	Princess	Ann,	and	Norfolk,	including	the	cities	of	Norfolk	and	Portsmouth),	and	which	excepted	parts	are	for	the	present	left	precisely	as	if	this	proclamation	were
not	issued.	And	by	virtue	of	the	power	and	for	the	purpose	aforesaid,	I	do	order	and	declare	that	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	said	designated	states	and	parts	of	states	are,	and	henceforward	shall	be,	free;	and	that	the	executive	government	of	the	United	States,	including	the	military	and	naval	authorities	thereof,	will	recognize	and	maintain	the
freedom	of	said	persons.	And	I	hereby	enjoin	upon	the	people	so	declared	to	be	free	to	abstain	from	all	violence,	unless	in	necessary	self-defense;	and	I	recommend	to	them	that,	in	all	cases	when	allowed,	they	labor	faithfully	for	reasonable	wages.	And	I	further	declare	and	make	known	that	such	persons,	of	suitable	condition	will	be	received	into	the
armed	service	of	the	United	States	to	garrison	forts,	positions,	stations,	and	other	places	and	to	man	vessels	of	all	sorts	in	said	service.	And	upon	this	act,	sincerely	believed	to	be	an	act	of	justice,	warranted	by	the	Constitution	upon	military	necessity,	I	invoke	the	considerate	judgment	of	mankind	and	the	gracious	favor	of	Almighty	God.	In	witness
whereof,	I	have	hereunto	set	my	hand	and	caused	the	seal	of	the	United	States	to	be	affixed.	Done	at	the	city	of	Washington	this	first	day	of	January,	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-three,	and	of	the	independence	of	the	United	States	of	America	the	eighty-seventh.	By	the	President:	Abraham	Lincoln	William	H.	Seward,
Secretary	of	State.West's	Encyclopedia	of	American	Law,	edition	2.	Copyright	2008	The	Gale	Group,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.	Emancipation	Proclamationnoun	(1)Emancipation	ProclamationA	proclamation	made	by	President	Abraham	Lincoln	in	1863	that	all	slaves	under	the	Confederacy	were	from	then	on	“forever	free.”In	itself,	the	Emancipation
Proclamation	did	not	free	any	slaves,	because	it	applied	only	to	rebellious	areas	that	the	federal	government	did	not	then	control.	It	did	not	affect	the	four	slave	states	that	stayed	in	the	Union:	Delaware,	Maryland,	Kentucky,	and	Missouri.	Yet	when	people	say	that	Lincoln	“freed	the	slaves,”	they	are	referring	to	the	Emancipation
Proclamation.Examples	have	not	been	reviewed.They	were	freed	by	Union	soldiers	in	Galveston,	Texas,	on	June	19,	1865,	more	than	two	years	after	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	had	been	issued.“The	projections	mirror	and	amplify	that	as	part	of	the	visual	vocabulary,	whether	that’s	Douglass’	newspaper	articles	or	autobiographies,	or	the	text	of
the	Emancipation	Proclamation.”The	proclamation	recognized	slavery	as	an	“inhumane	practice”	and	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	having	“ended	its	evil	stain	on	American	democracy.”As	many	Americans	commemorate	Juneteenth	this	week	–	a	day	marking	when	the	promises	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	were	finally	delivered	and	the	last
enslaved	people	were	freed,	a	day	that	Black	Americans	have	celebrated	for	years	that	Biden	recently	made	a	federal	holiday	–	we	must	shine	a	light	on	the	shameful	exception	that	allows	forced	labor	to	continue	in	new	forms.Juneteenth	commemorates	June	19,	1865,	when	enslaved	people	in	Galveston,	Texas,	learned	they	had	been	freed	—	two
years	after	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	issued	during	the	Civil	War.What	was	the	Emancipation	Proclamation?The	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	an	executive	order	issued	by	US	President	Abraham	Lincoln	during	the	Civil	War	that	ordered	the	freeing	of	enslaved	peoples	in	Confederate	states	not	yet	captured	by	Union	forces.How	is
Emancipation	Proclamation	pronounced?[	ih-man-suh-pey-shuhn	prok-luh-mey-shuhn	]emancipationistEmanuelBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqqrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact	usCookies,	terms,	&	privacyHelpFollow	usGet	the	Word	of	the	Day	every	day!©	2025	Dictionary.com,	LLC	At	Hearst	Networks	EMEA,	we	share	stories
that	matter.	A	global	broadcaster	since	1995,	we	reach	audiences	in	over	100	countries,	including	the	UK,	Nordics,	Benelux,	Central	&	Eastern	Europe,	Spain,	Italy,	Germany,	Africa	and	the	Middle	East.	Our	stories	are	global	and	local,	linear	and	digital,	and	always	compelling.	Personalities	shine	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA.	Our	culture	embraces
individuals,	in	all	their	daring,	passionate,	ambitious	glory.	Our	people	are	our	strength,	and	our	differences	are	celebrated.	We	challenge	each	other,	collaborate	and	come	together,	just	as	a	family	does;	winning	as	a	team	and	celebrating	as	one	too.	Everyone	has	a	voice	and	should	feel	proud	and	free	to	run	with	their	ideas,	enjoying	their	successes
and	journey	with	us.	And	in	such	an	evolving	industry,	tomorrow	is	always	today.	We	anticipate	change,	identify	future	opportunities	and	are	excited	by	the	potential	that	tomorrow	brings.	We	want	to	be	famous	for	creating	and	sharing	stories	that	matter	–	unique,	trusted,	entertaining,	everywhere.	Whether	our	stories	challenge	and	inspire
intellectually	or	simply	entertain,	we	know	that	we	are	making	a	positive	contribution	to	our	audiences	across	the	many	diverse	regions	and	countries	in	the	UK,	Europe,	The	Middle	East	and	Africa.	Striving	to	always	do	so	requires	passion.	And	it’s	with	just	as	much	passion	that	we	strive	to	gain	new	audiences	with	our	creativity	and	by	using
innovative	technology,	by	partnering	with	leading	and	emerging	local	platforms.	With	our	diverse	line-up	of	original,	high-quality	programming,	our	distribution	partners	across	EMEA	recognise	the	benefits	of	offering	Hearst	Networks	EMEA's	distinctive,	high	quality	brands	on	their	platforms	and	services.		We	understand	the	opportunity	to	grow
engagement	with	new	audiences	of	all	ages	and	through	new	partnerships	with	Facebook,	Twitter,	YouTube,	Instagram,	TikTok	and	Snapchat,	along	with	our	podcasts	and	on-demand	SVOD	services,	we	ensure	our	programming	and	unique	stories	reach	audiences	across	the	full	demographic	spectrum.	Join	our	global	team	of	talent.	At	Hearst
Networks	EMEA	you’ll	find	a	team	of	innovative,	creative	and	collaborative	people	who	embrace	change	and	want	to	continually	try	new	things.	With	offices	in	London,	Rome,	Madrid,	Warsaw,	Munich	and	Johannesburg,	we	are	a	truly	international	company	that	celebrates	difference	and	diversity.	We	offer	a	range	of	benefits	such	as	a	generous
pension	plan,	life	assurance	and	holiday	allowance,	and	there	are	useful	local	perks	in	various	offices,	and	summer	Fridays	across	the	whole	company.	But	most	of	all,	we	will	support	you	to	develop	and	grow	throughout	your	time	with	us.	Learning	is	part	of	the	journey	at	Hearst	Networks	EMEA	and	you’ll	be	offered	personal	and	professional
development	opportunities	throughout	your	career	with	us.	We’ll	do	everything	we	can	to	see	you	thrive	and	grow.	President	Abraham	Lincoln	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	on	January	1,	1863,	announcing,	"that	all	persons	held	as	slaves"	within	the	rebellious	areas	"are,	and	henceforward	shall	be	free."	Initially,	the	Civil	War	between	North
and	South	was	fought	by	the	North	to	prevent	the	secession	of	the	Southern	states	and	preserve	the	Union.	Even	though	sectional	conflicts	over	slavery	had	been	a	major	cause	of	the	war,	ending	slavery	was	not	a	goal	of	the	war.	That	changed	on	September	22,	1862,	when	President	Lincoln	issued	his	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	which
stated	that	enslaved	people	in	those	states	or	parts	of	states	still	in	rebellion	as	of	January	1,	1863,	would	be	declared	free.	One	hundred	days	later,	with	the	rebellion	unabated,	President	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	declaring	"that	all	persons	held	as	slaves"	within	the	rebellious	areas	"are,	and	henceforward	shall	be	free."	Lincoln’s	bold
step	to	change	the	goals	of	the	war	was	a	military	measure	and	came	just	a	few	days	after	the	Union’s	victory	in	the	Battle	of	Antietam.	With	this	Proclamation	he	hoped	to	inspire	all	Black	people,	and	enslaved	people	in	the	Confederacy	in	particular,	to	support	the	Union	cause	and	to	keep	England	and	France	from	giving	political	recognition	and
military	aid	to	the	Confederacy.	Because	it	was	a	military	measure,	however,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	limited	in	many	ways.	It	applied	only	to	states	that	had	seceded	from	the	Union,	leaving	slavery	untouched	in	the	loyal	border	states.	It	also	expressly	exempted	parts	of	the	Confederacy	that	had	already	come	under	Union	control.	Most
important,	the	freedom	it	promised	depended	upon	Union	military	victory.	Although	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	did	not	end	slavery	in	the	nation,	it	did	fundamentally	transform	the	character	of	the	war.	After	January	1,	1863,	every	advance	of	federal	troops	expanded	the	domain	of	freedom.	Moreover,	the	Proclamation	announced	the	acceptance
of	Black	men	into	the	Union	Army	and	Navy,	enabling	the	liberated	to	become	liberators.	By	the	end	of	the	war,	almost	200,000	Black	soldiers	and	sailors	had	fought	for	the	Union	and	freedom.	From	the	first	days	of	the	Civil	War,	enslaved	people	had	acted	to	secure	their	own	liberty.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	confirmed	their	insistence	that	the
war	for	the	Union	must	become	a	war	for	freedom.	It	added	moral	force	to	the	Union	cause	and	strengthened	the	Union	both	militarily	and	politically.	As	a	milestone	along	the	road	to	slavery's	final	destruction,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	has	assumed	a	place	among	the	great	documents	of	human	freedom.	By	the	President	of	the	United	States	of
America:	A	Proclamation.	Whereas,	on	the	twenty-second	day	of	September,	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-two,	a	proclamation	was	issued	by	the	President	of	the	United	States,	containing,	among	other	things,	the	following,	to	wit:	"That	on	the	first	day	of	January,	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and
sixty-three,	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	any	State	or	designated	part	of	a	State,	the	people	whereof	shall	then	be	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States,	shall	be	then,	thenceforward,	and	forever	free;	and	the	Executive	Government	of	the	United	States,	including	the	military	and	naval	authority	thereof,	will	recognize	and	maintain	the	freedom	of
such	persons,	and	will	do	no	act	or	acts	to	repress	such	persons,	or	any	of	them,	in	any	efforts	they	may	make	for	their	actual	freedom.	"That	the	Executive	will,	on	the	first	day	of	January	aforesaid,	by	proclamation,	designate	the	States	and	parts	of	States,	if	any,	in	which	the	people	thereof,	respectively,	shall	then	be	in	rebellion	against	the	United
States;	and	the	fact	that	any	State,	or	the	people	thereof,	shall	on	that	day	be,	in	good	faith,	represented	in	the	Congress	of	the	United	States	by	members	chosen	thereto	at	elections	wherein	a	majority	of	the	qualified	voters	of	such	State	shall	have	participated,	shall,	in	the	absence	of	strong	countervailing	testimony,	be	deemed	conclusive	evidence
that	such	State,	and	the	people	thereof,	are	not	then	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States."	Now,	therefore	I,	Abraham	Lincoln,	President	of	the	United	States,	by	virtue	of	the	power	in	me	vested	as	Commander-in-Chief,	of	the	Army	and	Navy	of	the	United	States	in	time	of	actual	armed	rebellion	against	the	authority	and	government	of	the	United
States,	and	as	a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said	rebellion,	do,	on	this	first	day	of	January,	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-three,	and	in	accordance	with	my	purpose	so	to	do	publicly	proclaimed	for	the	full	period	of	one	hundred	days,	from	the	day	first	above	mentioned,	order	and	designate	as	the
States	and	parts	of	States	wherein	the	people	thereof	respectively,	are	this	day	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States,	the	following,	to	wit:	Arkansas,	Texas,	Louisiana,	(except	the	Parishes	of	St.	Bernard,	Plaquemines,	Jefferson,	St.	John,	St.	Charles,	St.	James	Ascension,	Assumption,	Terrebonne,	Lafourche,	St.	Mary,	St.	Martin,	and	Orleans,	including
the	City	of	New	Orleans)	Mississippi,	Alabama,	Florida,	Georgia,	South	Carolina,	North	Carolina,	and	Virginia,	(except	the	forty-eight	counties	designated	as	West	Virginia,	and	also	the	counties	of	Berkley,	Accomac,	Northampton,	Elizabeth	City,	York,	Princess	Ann,	and	Norfolk,	including	the	cities	of	Norfolk	and	Portsmouth[)],	and	which	excepted
parts,	are	for	the	present,	left	precisely	as	if	this	proclamation	were	not	issued.	And	by	virtue	of	the	power,	and	for	the	purpose	aforesaid,	I	do	order	and	declare	that	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	said	designated	States,	and	parts	of	States,	are,	and	henceforward	shall	be	free;	and	that	the	Executive	government	of	the	United	States,	including	the
military	and	naval	authorities	thereof,	will	recognize	and	maintain	the	freedom	of	said	persons.	And	I	hereby	enjoin	upon	the	people	so	declared	to	be	free	to	abstain	from	all	violence,	unless	in	necessary	self-defence;	and	I	recommend	to	them	that,	in	all	cases	when	allowed,	they	labor	faithfully	for	reasonable	wages.	And	I	further	declare	and	make
known,	that	such	persons	of	suitable	condition,	will	be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States	to	garrison	forts,	positions,	stations,	and	other	places,	and	to	man	vessels	of	all	sorts	in	said	service.	And	upon	this	act,	sincerely	believed	to	be	an	act	of	justice,	warranted	by	the	Constitution,	upon	military	necessity,	I	invoke	the	considerate
judgment	of	mankind,	and	the	gracious	favor	of	Almighty	God.	In	witness	whereof,	I	have	hereunto	set	my	hand	and	caused	the	seal	of	the	United	States	to	be	affixed.	Done	at	the	City	of	Washington,	this	first	day	of	January,	in	the	year	of	our	Lord	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty	three,	and	of	the	Independence	of	the	United	States	of	America
the	eighty-seventh.	By	the	President:	ABRAHAM	LINCOLN	WILLIAM	H.	SEWARD,	Secretary	of	State.	Executive	order	by	US	President	Abraham	Lincoln	freeing	slaves	in	the	South	This	article	is	about	United	States	history.	For	emancipation	proclamations	in	other	countries,	see	Abolition	of	slavery	timeline.	Emancipation	ProclamationProclamation
95—Regarding	the	Status	of	Slaves	in	States	Engaged	in	Rebellion	Against	the	United	States	Emancipation:	The	Past	and	the	Future	(Thomas	Nast,	1863)The	five-page	original	document,	held	in	the	National	Archives	Building	–	until	1936	it	had	been	bound	with	other	proclamations	in	a	large	volume	held	by	the	Department	of	State.
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Emancipation	Proclamation,	officially	Proclamation	95,[2][3]	was	a	presidential	proclamation	and	executive	order[4]	issued	by	United	States	President	Abraham	Lincoln	on	January	1,	1863,	during	the	American	Civil	War.	The	Proclamation	had	the	effect	of	changing	the	legal	status	of	more	than	3.5	million	enslaved	African	Americans	in	the
secessionist	Confederate	states	from	enslaved	to	free.	As	soon	as	slaves	escaped	the	control	of	their	enslavers,	either	by	fleeing	to	Union	lines	or	through	the	advance	of	federal	troops,	they	were	permanently	free.	In	addition,	the	Proclamation	allowed	for	former	slaves	to	"be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States".[5]	The	Emancipation
Proclamation	played	a	significant	part	in	the	end	of	slavery	in	the	United	States.	On	September	22,	1862,	Lincoln	issued	the	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.[6]	Its	third	paragraph	begins:	That	on	the	first	day	of	January	in	the	year	of	our	Lord,	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-three,	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	any	State,	or
designated	part	of	a	State,	the	people	whereof	shall	then	be	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States	shall	be	then,	thenceforward,	and	forever	free;…	On	January	1,	1863,	Lincoln	issued	the	final	Emancipation	Proclamation.[5]	It	stated:	Now,	therefore	I,	Abraham	Lincoln,	President	of	the	United	States,	by	virtue	of	the	power	in	me	vested	as
Commander-in-Chief,	of	the	Army	and	Navy	of	the	United	States	in	time	of	actual	armed	rebellion	against	the	authority	and	government	of	the	United	States,	and	as	a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said	rebellion,	do	…	order	and	designate	as	the	States	and	parts	of	States	wherein	the	people	thereof	respectively,	are	this	day	in
rebellion	against	the	United	States,	the	following,	to	wit:	Lincoln	then	listed	the	ten	states	still	in	rebellion,	excluding	those	under	Union	control,[7]	and	continued:	And	by	virtue	of	the	power,	and	for	the	purpose	aforesaid,	I	do	order	and	declare	that	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	said	designated	States,	and	parts	of	States,	are,	and	henceforward
shall	be	free....	And	I	further	declare	and	make	known,	that	such	persons	of	suitable	condition,	will	be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States....	And	upon	this	act,	sincerely	believed	to	be	an	act	of	justice,	warranted	by	the	Constitution,	upon	military	necessity,	I	invoke	the	considerate	judgment	of	mankind,	and	the	gracious	favor	of
Almighty	God.	The	Proclamation	applied	to	more	than	3.5	million	of	the	4	million	enslaved	people	in	the	country,	though	it	excluded	states	not	in	rebellion,	as	well	as	parts	of	Virginia	under	Union	control	and	Louisiana	parishes	thought	to	be	pro-Union.[8][9][10]	Around	25,000	to	75,000	were	immediately	emancipated	in	those	regions	of	the
Confederacy	where	the	US	Army	was	already	in	place.	It	could	not	be	enforced	in	the	areas	still	in	rebellion,[10]	but,	as	the	Union	army	took	control	of	Confederate	regions,	the	Proclamation	provided	the	legal	framework	for	the	liberation	of	more	than	three	and	a	half	million	enslaved	people	in	those	regions	by	the	end	of	the	war.	The	Emancipation
Proclamation	outraged	white	Southerners	and	their	sympathizers,	who	saw	it	as	the	beginning	of	a	race	war.	It	energized	abolitionists,	and	undermined	those	Europeans	who	wanted	to	intervene	to	help	the	Confederacy.[11]	The	Proclamation	lifted	the	spirits	of	African	Americans,	both	free	and	enslaved.	It	encouraged	many	to	escape	from	slavery
and	flee	toward	Union	lines,	where	many	joined	the	Union	Army.[12]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	became	a	historic	document	because	it	"would	redefine	the	Civil	War,	turning	it	from	a	struggle	to	preserve	the	Union	to	one	focused	on	ending	slavery,	and	set	a	decisive	course	for	how	the	nation	would	be	reshaped	after	that	historic	conflict."[13]
The	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	never	challenged	in	court.	To	ensure	the	abolition	of	slavery	in	all	of	the	U.S.,	Lincoln	also	mandated	that	Reconstruction	plans	for	Southern	states	require	them	to	enact	laws	abolishing	slavery	(which	occurred	during	the	war	in	Tennessee,	Arkansas,	and	Louisiana);	Lincoln	encouraged	border	states	to	adopt
abolition	(which	occurred	during	the	war	in	Maryland,	Missouri,	and	West	Virginia)	and	pushed	for	passage	of	the	13th	Amendment.	The	Senate	passed	the	13th	Amendment	by	the	necessary	two-thirds	vote	on	April	8,	1864;	the	House	of	Representatives	did	so	on	January	31,	1865;	and	the	required	three-fourths	of	the	states	ratified	it	on	December	6,
1865.	The	amendment	made	slavery	and	involuntary	servitude	unconstitutional,	"except	as	a	punishment	for	crime…".[14]	Further	information:	Slave	states	and	free	states	and	Slavery	and	the	United	States	Constitution	Abraham	Lincoln	The	United	States	Constitution	of	1787	did	not	use	the	word	"slavery"	but	included	several	provisions	about
unfree	persons.	The	Three-Fifths	Compromise	(in	Article	I,	Section	2)	allocated	congressional	representation,	and	therefore	the	number	of	each	states'	votes	in	the	Electoral	College,	based	"on	the	whole	Number	of	free	Persons"	and	"three-fifths	of	all	other	Persons".[15]	Under	the	Fugitive	Slave	Clause	(Article	IV,	Section	2),	"No	person	held	to
Service	or	Labour	in	one	State"	would	become	legally	free	by	escaping	to	another.	Article	I,	Section	9	allowed	Congress	to	pass	legislation	to	outlaw	the	"Importation	of	Persons",	but	not	until	1808.[16]	However,	for	purposes	of	the	Fifth	Amendment—which	states,	"No	person	shall	...	be	deprived	of	life,	liberty,	or	property,	without	due	process	of
law"—slaves	were	understood	to	be	property.[17]	Although	abolitionists	used	the	Fifth	Amendment	to	argue	against	slavery,	it	was	made	part	of	the	legal	basis	for	treating	slaves	as	property	by	Dred	Scott	v.	Sandford	(1857).[18]	Slavery	was	also	supported	in	law	and	in	practice	by	a	pervasive	culture	of	white	supremacy.[19]	Nonetheless,	between
1777	and	1804,	every	Northern	state	provided	for	the	immediate	or	gradual	abolition	of	slavery.	No	Southern	state	did	so,	and	the	slave	population	of	the	South	continued	to	grow,	peaking	at	almost	four	million	people	at	the	beginning	of	the	Civil	War,	when	most	slave	states	sought	to	break	away	from	the	United	States.[20]	Lincoln	accepted	the
conventional	interpretation	of	the	Constitution	before	1865	as	not	allowing	the	federal	government	in	peacetime	to	end	slavery	in	the	states	where	it	existed,	as	opposed	to	in	U.S.	territories	and	the	District	of	Columbia.[21]	During	the	Civil	War,	however,	Lincoln	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	under	his	authority	as	"Commander	in	Chief	of
the	Army	and	Navy"	under	Article	II,	section	2	of	the	United	States	Constitution.[22]	As	such,	in	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	he	claimed	to	have	the	authority	to	free	persons	held	as	slaves	in	those	states	that	were	in	rebellion	"as	a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said	rebellion".	In	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Lincoln
said	"attention	is	hereby	called"	to	two	1862	statutes,	namely	"An	Act	to	Make	an	Additional	Article	of	War"	and	the	Confiscation	Act	of	1862,	but	he	didn't	mention	any	statute	in	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation	and,	in	any	event,	the	source	of	his	authority	to	issue	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	and	the	Final	Emancipation
Proclamation	was	his	"joint	capacity	as	President	and	Commander-in-Chief".[23]	Lincoln	therefore	did	not	have	such	authority	over	the	four	border	slave-holding	states	that	were	not	in	rebellion—Missouri,	Kentucky,	Maryland	and	Delaware—so	those	states	were	not	named	in	the	Proclamation.[25]	The	fifth	border	jurisdiction,	West	Virginia,	where
slavery	remained	legal	but	was	in	the	process	of	being	abolished,	was,	in	January	1863,	still	part	of	the	legally	recognized	"reorganized"	state	of	Virginia,	based	in	Alexandria,	which	was	in	the	Union	(as	opposed	to	the	Confederate	state	of	Virginia,	based	in	Richmond).	Areas	covered	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	are	in	red,	slave-holding	areas
not	covered	are	in	blue	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	applied	in	the	ten	states	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863,	but	it	did	not	cover	the	nearly	500,000	slaves	in	the	slaveholding	border	states	(Missouri,	Kentucky,	Maryland,	and	Delaware)	or	in	parts	of	Virginia	that	were	no	longer	in	rebellion	and	Louisiana's	sugar-growing	parishes
because	Lincoln	considered	them	Union	loyalists.[8][9]	Those	slaves	were	freed	by	later	state	and	federal	actions.[26]	The	areas	covered	were	"Arkansas,	Texas,	Louisiana	(except	the	Parishes	of	St.	Bernard,	Plaquemines,	Jefferson,	St.	John,	St.	Charles,	St.	James,	Ascension,	Assumption,	Terrebonne,	Lafourche,	St.	Mary,	St.	Martin,	and	Orleans,
including	the	city	of	New	Orleans),	Mississippi,	Alabama,	Florida,	Georgia,	South	Carolina,	North	Carolina,	and	Virginia	(except	the	forty-eight	counties	designated	as	West	Virginia,	and	also	the	counties	of	Berkley,	Accomac,	Northampton,	Elizabeth	City,	York,	Princess	Ann,	and	Norfolk,	including	the	cities	of	Norfolk	and	Portsmouth)."[27]	The	state
of	Tennessee	had	already	mostly	returned	to	Union	control,	under	a	recognized	Union	government,	so	it	was	not	named	and	was	exempted.	Virginia	was	named,	but	exemptions	were	specified	for	the	48	counties	then	in	the	process	of	forming	the	new	state	of	West	Virginia,	and	seven	additional	counties	and	two	cities	in	the	Union-controlled	Tidewater
region	of	Virginia.[28]	Also	specifically	exempted	were	New	Orleans	and	13	named	parishes	of	Louisiana,	because	Lincoln,	as	mentioned,	regarded	them	as	loyal	to	the	Union.	These	exemptions	left	unemancipated	an	additional	300,000	slaves.[8][9]	[29]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	has	been	ridiculed,	notably	by	Richard	Hofstadter,	who	wrote
that	it	"had	all	the	moral	grandeur	of	a	bill	of	lading"	and	"declared	free	all	slaves	...	precisely	where	its	effect	could	not	reach".[30][31]	Disagreeing	with	Hofstadter,	William	W.	Freehling	wrote	that	Lincoln's	asserting	his	power	as	Commander-in-Chief	to	issue	the	proclamation	"reads	not	like	an	entrepreneur's	bill	for	past	services	but	like	a	warrior's
brandishing	of	a	new	weapon".[32]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	resulted	in	the	emancipation	of	a	substantial	percentage	of	the	slaves	in	the	Confederate	states	as	the	Union	armies	advanced	through	the	South	and	slaves	escaped	to	Union	lines,	or	slave	owners	fled,	leaving	slaves	behind.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	also	committed	the	Union
to	ending	slavery	in	addition	to	preserving	the	Union.	Although	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	resulted	in	the	gradual	freeing	of	most	slaves,	it	did	not	make	slavery	illegal.	Of	the	states	that	were	exempted	from	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Maryland,[33]	Missouri,[34]	Tennessee,[35]	and	West	Virginia[36]	prohibited	slavery	before	the	war
ended.	In	1863,	President	Lincoln	proposed	a	moderate	plan	for	the	Reconstruction	of	the	captured	Confederate	State	of	Louisiana.[37]	Only	10	percent	of	the	state's	electorate	had	to	take	the	loyalty	oath.	The	state	was	also	required	to	accept	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	and	abolish	slavery	in	its	new	constitution.	By	December	1864,	the	Lincoln
plan	abolishing	slavery	had	been	enacted	not	only	in	Louisiana,	but	also	in	Arkansas	and	Tennessee.[38][39]	In	Kentucky,	Union	Army	commanders	relied	on	the	proclamation's	offer	of	freedom	to	slaves	who	enrolled	in	the	Army	and	provided	freedom	for	an	enrollee's	entire	family;	for	this	and	other	reasons,	the	number	of	slaves	in	the	state	fell	by
more	than	70	percent	during	the	war.[40]	However,	in	Delaware[41]	and	Kentucky,[42]	slavery	continued	to	be	legal	until	December	18,	1865,	when	the	Thirteenth	Amendment	went	into	effect.	The	Fugitive	Slave	Act	of	1850	required	individuals	to	return	runaway	slaves	to	their	owners.	During	the	war,	in	May	1861,	Union	general	Benjamin	Butler
declared	that	three	slaves	who	escaped	to	Union	lines	were	contraband	of	war,	and	accordingly	he	refused	to	return	them,	saying	to	a	man	who	sought	their	return,	"I	am	under	no	constitutional	obligations	to	a	foreign	country,	which	Virginia	now	claims	to	be".[43]	On	May	30,	after	a	cabinet	meeting	called	by	President	Lincoln,	"Simon	Cameron,	the
secretary	of	war,	telegraphed	Butler	to	inform	him	that	his	contraband	policy	'is	approved.'"[44]	This	decision	was	controversial	because	it	could	have	been	taken	to	imply	recognition	of	the	Confederacy	as	a	separate,	independent	sovereign	state	under	international	law,	a	notion	that	Lincoln	steadfastly	denied.	In	addition,	as	contraband,	these	people
were	legally	designated	as	"property"	when	they	crossed	Union	lines	and	their	ultimate	status	was	uncertain.[45]	First	Reading	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	of	President	Lincoln	by	Francis	Bicknell	Carpenter	(1864)	Clickable	image:	use	cursor	to	identify.	In	December	1861,	Lincoln	sent	his	first	annual	message	to	Congress	(the	State	of	the
Union	Address,	but	then	typically	given	in	writing	and	not	referred	to	as	such).	In	it	he	praised	the	free	labor	system	for	respecting	human	rights	over	property	rights;	he	endorsed	legislation	to	address	the	status	of	contraband	slaves	and	slaves	in	loyal	states,	possibly	through	buying	their	freedom	with	federal	money;	and	he	endorsed	federal	funding
of	voluntary	colonization.[46][47]	In	January	1862,	Thaddeus	Stevens,	the	Republican	leader	in	the	House,	called	for	total	war	against	the	rebellion	to	include	emancipation	of	slaves,	arguing	that	emancipation,	by	forcing	the	loss	of	enslaved	labor,	would	ruin	the	rebel	economy.	On	March	13,	1862,	Congress	approved	an	Act	Prohibiting	the	Return	of
Slaves,	which	prohibited	"All	officers	or	persons	in	the	military	or	naval	service	of	the	United	States"	from	returning	fugitive	slaves	to	their	owners.[48]	Pursuant	to	a	law	signed	by	Lincoln,	slavery	was	abolished	in	the	District	of	Columbia	on	April	16,	1862,	and	owners	were	compensated.[49]	On	June	9,	1862,	Congress	passed	a	bill	that	prohibited
slavery	in	all	current	and	future	United	States	territories	(though	not	in	the	states),	and,	on	June	19,	President	Lincoln	signed	it	into	law.	This	act	effectively	repudiated	the	1857	opinion	of	the	Supreme	Court	of	the	United	States	in	the	Dred	Scott	case	that	Congress	was	powerless	to	regulate	slavery	in	U.S.	territories.[50][51]	It	also	rejected	the
notion	of	popular	sovereignty	that	had	been	advanced	by	Stephen	A.	Douglas	as	a	solution	to	the	slavery	controversy,	while	completing	the	effort	first	legislatively	proposed	by	Thomas	Jefferson	in	1784	to	confine	slavery	within	the	borders	of	existing	states.[52][53]	On	August	6,	1861,	the	First	Confiscation	Act	freed	the	slaves	who	were	employed
"against	the	Government	and	lawful	authority	of	the	United	States."[54]	On	July	17,	1862,	the	Second	Confiscation	Act	freed	the	slaves	"within	any	place	occupied	by	rebel	forces	and	afterwards	occupied	by	forces	of	the	United	States."[55]	The	Second	Confiscation	Act,	unlike	the	First	Confiscation	Act,	explicitly	provided	that	all	slaves	covered	by	it
would	be	permanently	freed,	stating	in	section	10	that	"all	slaves	of	persons	who	shall	hereafter	be	engaged	in	rebellion	against	the	government	of	the	United	States,	or	who	shall	in	any	way	give	aid	or	comfort	thereto,	escaping	from	such	persons	and	taking	refuge	within	the	lines	of	the	army;	and	all	slaves	captured	from	such	persons	or	deserted	by
them	and	coming	under	the	control	of	the	government	of	the	United	States;	and	all	slaves	of	such	person	found	on	[or]	being	within	any	place	occupied	by	rebel	forces	and	afterwards	occupied	by	the	forces	of	the	United	States,	shall	be	deemed	captives	of	war,	and	shall	be	forever	free	of	their	servitude,	and	not	again	held	as	slaves."[56]	However,
Lincoln's	position	continued	to	be	that,	although	Congress	lacked	the	power	to	free	the	slaves	in	rebel-held	states,	he,	as	commander	in	chief,	could	do	so	if	he	deemed	it	a	proper	military	measure.[57]	By	this	time,	in	the	summer	of	1862,	Lincoln	had	drafted	the	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	which	he	issued	on	September	22,	1862.	It
declared	that,	on	January	1,	1863,	he	would	free	the	slaves	in	states	still	in	rebellion.[58]	Carte	de	visite	image	of	Peter,	taken	in	Baton	Rouge	spring	1863;	widely	distributed	by	abolitionists	to	expose	the	brutality	of	slavery	Abolitionists	had	long	been	urging	Lincoln	to	free	all	slaves.	In	the	summer	of	1862,	Republican	editor	Horace	Greeley	of	the
highly	influential	New-York	Tribune	wrote	a	famous	editorial	entitled	"The	Prayer	of	Twenty	Millions"	demanding	a	more	aggressive	attack	on	the	Confederacy	and	faster	emancipation	of	the	slaves:	"On	the	face	of	this	wide	earth,	Mr.	President,	there	is	not	one	...	intelligent	champion	of	the	Union	cause	who	does	not	feel	...	that	the	rebellion,	if
crushed	tomorrow,	would	be	renewed	if	slavery	were	left	in	full	vigor	and	that	every	hour	of	deference	to	slavery	is	an	hour	of	added	and	deepened	peril	to	the	Union."[59]	Lincoln	responded	in	his	open	letter	to	Horace	Greeley	of	August	22,	1862:	If	there	be	those	who	would	not	save	the	Union,	unless	they	could	at	the	same	time	save	slavery,	I	do	not
agree	with	them.	If	there	be	those	who	would	not	save	the	Union	unless	they	could	at	the	same	time	destroy	slavery,	I	do	not	agree	with	them.	My	paramount	object	in	this	struggle	is	to	save	the	Union,	and	is	not	either	to	save	or	to	destroy	slavery.	If	I	could	save	the	Union	without	freeing	any	slave	I	would	do	it,	and	if	I	could	save	it	by	freeing	all	the
slaves	I	would	do	it;	and	if	I	could	save	it	by	freeing	some	and	leaving	others	alone	I	would	also	do	that.	What	I	do	about	slavery,	and	the	colored	race,	I	do	because	I	believe	it	helps	to	save	the	Union;	and	what	I	forbear,	I	forbear	because	I	do	not	believe	it	would	help	to	save	the	Union....	I	have	here	stated	my	purpose	according	to	my	view	of	official
duty;	and	I	intend	no	modification	of	my	oft-expressed	personal	wish	that	all	men	everywhere	could	be	free.[60]	Lincoln	scholar	Harold	Holzer	wrote	about	Lincoln's	letter:	"Unknown	to	Greeley,	Lincoln	composed	this	after	he	had	already	drafted	a	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	which	he	had	determined	to	issue	after	the	next	Union	military
victory.	Therefore,	this	letter,	was	in	truth,	an	attempt	to	position	the	impending	announcement	in	terms	of	saving	the	Union,	not	freeing	slaves	as	a	humanitarian	gesture.	It	was	one	of	Lincoln's	most	skillful	public	relations	efforts,	even	if	it	has	cast	longstanding	doubt	on	his	sincerity	as	a	liberator."[58]	Historian	Richard	Striner	argues	that	"for
years"	Lincoln's	letter	has	been	misread	as	"Lincoln	only	wanted	to	save	the	Union."[61]	However,	within	the	context	of	Lincoln's	entire	career	and	pronouncements	on	slavery	this	interpretation	is	wrong,	according	to	Striner.	Rather,	Lincoln	was	softening	the	strong	Northern	white	supremacist	opposition	to	his	imminent	emancipation	by	tying	it	to
the	cause	of	the	Union.	This	opposition	would	fight	for	the	Union	but	not	to	end	slavery,	so	Lincoln	gave	them	the	means	and	motivation	to	do	both,	at	the	same	time.[61]	In	effect,	then,	Lincoln	may	have	already	chosen	the	third	option	he	mentioned	to	Greeley:	"freeing	some	and	leaving	others	alone";	that	is,	freeing	slaves	in	the	states	still	in
rebellion	on	January	1,	1863,	but	leaving	enslaved	those	in	the	border	states	and	Union-occupied	areas.	Nevertheless,	in	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	itself,	Lincoln	said	that	he	would	recommend	to	Congress	that	it	compensate	states	that	"adopt,	immediate,	or	gradual	abolishment	of	slavery".	In	addition,	during	the	hundred	days
between	September	22,	1862,	when	he	issued	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	and	January	1,	1863,	when	he	issued	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Lincoln	took	actions	that	suggest	that	he	continued	to	consider	the	first	option	he	mentioned	to	Greeley	—	saving	the	Union	without	freeing	any	slave	—	a	possibility.	Historian	William
W.	Freehling	wrote,	"From	mid-October	to	mid-November	1862,	he	sent	personal	envoys	to	Louisiana,	Tennessee,	and	Arkansas".[62][63]	Each	of	these	envoys	carried	with	him	a	letter	from	Lincoln	stating	that	if	the	people	of	their	state	desired	"to	avoid	the	unsatisfactory"	terms	of	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation	"and	to	have	peace	again	upon
the	old	terms"	(i.e.,	with	slavery	intact),	they	should	rally	"the	largest	number	of	the	people	possible"	to	vote	in	"elections	of	members	to	the	Congress	of	the	United	States	...	friendly	to	their	object".[64]	Later,	in	his	Annual	Message	to	Congress	of	December	1,	1862,	Lincoln	proposed	an	amendment	to	the	U.S.	Constitution	providing	that	any	state
that	abolished	slavery	before	January	1,	1900,	would	receive	compensation	from	the	United	States	in	the	form	of	interest-bearing	U.S.	bonds.	Adoption	of	this	amendment,	in	theory,	could	have	ended	the	war	without	ever	permanently	ending	slavery,	because	the	amendment	provided,	"Any	State	having	received	bonds	...	and	afterwards	reintroducing
or	tolerating	slavery	therein,	shall	refund	to	the	United	States	the	bonds	so	received,	or	the	value	thereof,	and	all	interest	paid	thereon".[65]	In	his	2014	book,	Lincoln's	Gamble,	journalist	and	historian	Todd	Brewster	asserted	that	Lincoln's	desire	to	reassert	the	saving	of	the	Union	as	his	sole	war	goal	was,	in	fact,	crucial	to	his	claim	of	legal	authority
for	emancipation.	Since	slavery	was	protected	by	the	Constitution,	the	only	way	that	he	could	free	the	slaves	was	as	a	tactic	of	war—not	as	the	mission	itself.[66]	But	that	carried	the	risk	that	when	the	war	ended,	so	would	the	justification	for	freeing	the	slaves.	Late	in	1862,	Lincoln	asked	his	Attorney	General,	Edward	Bates,	for	an	opinion	as	to
whether	slaves	freed	through	a	war-related	proclamation	of	emancipation	could	be	re-enslaved	once	the	war	was	over.	Bates	had	to	work	through	the	language	of	the	Dred	Scott	decision	to	arrive	at	an	answer,	but	he	finally	concluded	that	they	could	indeed	remain	free.	Still,	a	complete	end	to	slavery	would	require	a	constitutional	amendment.[67]
Conflicting	advice	as	to	whether	to	free	the	slaves	was	presented	to	Lincoln	in	public	and	private.	Thomas	Nast,	a	cartoon	artist	during	the	Civil	War	and	the	late	1800s	considered	"Father	of	the	American	Cartoon",	composed	many	works,	including	a	two-sided	spread	that	showed	the	transition	from	slavery	into	civilization	after	President	Lincoln
signed	the	Proclamation.	Nast	believed	in	equal	opportunity	and	equality	for	all	people,	including	enslaved	Africans	or	free	blacks.	A	mass	rally	in	Chicago	on	September	7,	1862,	demanded	immediate	and	universal	emancipation	of	slaves.	A	delegation	headed	by	William	W.	Patton	met	the	president	at	the	White	House	on	September	13.	Lincoln	had
declared	in	peacetime	that	he	had	no	constitutional	authority	to	free	the	slaves.	Even	used	as	a	war	power,	emancipation	was	a	risky	political	act.	Public	opinion	as	a	whole	was	against	it.[68]	There	would	be	strong	opposition	among	Copperhead	Democrats	and	an	uncertain	reaction	from	loyal	border	states.	Delaware	and	Maryland	already	had	a	high
percentage	of	free	blacks:	91.2%	and	49.7%,	respectively,	in	1860.[69]	English	Wikisource	has	original	text	related	to	this	article:	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	Eastman	Johnson	(American,	1824–1906)	–	A	Ride	for	Liberty	–	The	Fugitive	Slaves,	c. 1862	Lincoln	first	discussed	the	proclamation	with	his	cabinet	in	July	1862.	He	drafted	his	preliminary
proclamation	and	read	it	to	Secretary	of	State	William	Seward	and	Secretary	of	the	Navy	Gideon	Welles,	on	July	13.	Seward	and	Welles	were	at	first	speechless,	then	Seward	referred	to	possible	anarchy	throughout	the	South	and	resulting	foreign	intervention;	Welles	apparently	said	nothing.	On	July	22,	Lincoln	presented	it	to	his	entire	cabinet	as
something	he	had	determined	to	do	and	he	asked	their	opinion	on	wording.[70]	Although	Secretary	of	War	Edwin	Stanton	supported	it,	Seward	advised	Lincoln	to	issue	the	proclamation	after	a	major	Union	victory,	or	else	it	would	appear	as	if	the	Union	was	giving	"its	last	shriek	of	retreat".[71]	Walter	Stahr,	however,	writes,	"There	are	contemporary
sources,	however,	that	suggest	others	were	involved	in	the	decision	to	delay",	and	Stahr	quotes	them.[72]	In	September	1862,	the	Battle	of	Antietam	gave	Lincoln	the	victory	he	needed	to	issue	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.	In	the	battle,	though	the	Union	suffered	heavier	losses	than	the	Confederates	and	General	McClellan	allowed	the
escape	of	Robert	E.	Lee's	retreating	troops,	Union	forces	turned	back	a	Confederate	invasion	of	Maryland,	eliminating	more	than	a	quarter	of	Lee's	army	in	the	process.	This	marked	a	turning	point	in	the	Civil	War.	1864	reproduction	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	from	the	Library	of	Congress	Prints	and	Photographs	Division	On	September	22,
1862,	five	days	after	Antietam,	and	while	residing	at	the	Soldier's	Home,	Lincoln	called	his	cabinet	into	session	and	issued	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.[73]	According	to	Civil	War	historian	James	M.	McPherson,	Lincoln	told	cabinet	members,	"I	made	a	solemn	vow	before	God,	that	if	General	Lee	was	driven	back	from	Pennsylvania,	I
would	crown	the	result	by	the	declaration	of	freedom	to	the	slaves."[74][75]	Lincoln	had	first	shown	an	early	draft	of	the	proclamation	to	Vice	President	Hannibal	Hamlin,[76]	an	ardent	abolitionist,	who	was	more	often	kept	in	the	dark	on	presidential	decisions.	Lincoln	issued	the	final	proclamation,	as	he	had	promised	in	the	preliminary	proclamation,
on	January	1,	1863.	Although	implicitly	granted	authority	by	Congress,	Lincoln	used	his	powers	as	Commander-in-Chief	of	the	Army	and	Navy	to	issue	the	proclamation	"as	a	necessary	war	measure."	Therefore,	it	was	not	the	equivalent	of	a	statute	enacted	by	Congress	or	a	constitutional	amendment,	because	Lincoln	or	a	subsequent	president	could
revoke	it.	One	week	after	issuing	the	final	Proclamation,	Lincoln	wrote	to	Major	General	John	McClernand:	"After	the	commencement	of	hostilities	I	struggled	nearly	a	year	and	a	half	to	get	along	without	touching	the	'institution';	and	when	finally	I	conditionally	determined	to	touch	it,	I	gave	a	hundred	days	fair	notice	of	my	purpose,	to	all	the	States
and	people,	within	which	time	they	could	have	turned	it	wholly	aside,	by	simply	again	becoming	good	citizens	of	the	United	States.	They	chose	to	disregard	it,	and	I	made	the	peremptory	proclamation	on	what	appeared	to	me	to	be	a	military	necessity.	And	being	made,	it	must	stand".	Lincoln	continued,	however,	that	the	states	included	in	the
proclamation	could	"adopt	systems	of	apprenticeship	for	the	colored	people,	conforming	substantially	to	the	most	approved	plans	of	gradual	emancipation;	and	...	they	may	be	nearly	as	well	off,	in	this	respect,	as	if	the	present	trouble	had	not	occurred".	He	concluded	by	asking	McClernand	not	to	"make	this	letter	public".[77][78]	A	printed	broadside
recruiting	men	of	color	to	enlist	in	the	U.S.	military	after	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	1863	(Philadelphia,	Pennsylvania).	Initially,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	effectively	freed	only	a	small	percentage	of	the	slaves,	namely	those	who	were	behind	Union	lines	in	areas	not	exempted.	Most	slaves	were	still	behind	Confederate	lines	or	in
exempted	Union-occupied	areas.	Secretary	of	State	William	H.	Seward	commented,	"We	show	our	sympathy	with	slavery	by	emancipating	slaves	where	we	cannot	reach	them	and	holding	them	in	bondage	where	we	can	set	them	free."	Had	any	slave	state	ended	its	secession	attempt	before	January	1,	1863,	it	could	have	kept	slavery,	at	least
temporarily.	The	Proclamation	freed	the	slaves	only	in	areas	of	the	South	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863.	But	as	the	Union	army	advanced	into	the	South,	slaves	fled	to	behind	its	lines,	and	"[s]hortly	after	issuing	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	the	Lincoln	administration	lifted	the	ban	on	enticing	slaves	into	Union	lines."[79]	These
events	contributed	to	the	destruction	of	slavery.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	also	allowed	for	the	enrollment	of	freed	slaves	into	the	United	States	military.	During	the	war	nearly	200,000	black	men,	most	of	them	ex-slaves,	joined	the	Union	Army.[80]	Their	contributions	were	significant	in	winning	the	war.	The	Confederacy	did	not	allow	slaves	in
their	army	as	soldiers	until	the	last	month	before	its	defeat.[81]	Though	the	counties	of	Virginia	that	were	soon	to	form	West	Virginia	were	specifically	exempted	from	the	Proclamation	(Jefferson	County	being	the	only	exception),	a	condition	of	the	state's	admittance	to	the	Union	was	that	its	constitution	provide	for	the	gradual	abolition	of	slavery	(an
immediate	emancipation	of	all	slaves	was	also	adopted	there	in	early	1865).	Slaves	in	the	border	states	of	Maryland	and	Missouri	were	also	emancipated	by	separate	state	action	before	the	Civil	War	ended.	In	Maryland,	a	new	state	constitution	abolishing	slavery	in	the	state	went	into	effect	on	November	1,	1864.	The	Union-occupied	counties	of
eastern	Virginia	and	the	allegedly	pro-Union	parishes	of	Louisiana,	which	had	been	exempted	from	the	Proclamation,	both	adopted	state	constitutions	that	abolished	slavery	in	April	1864.[8][9]	[82][83]	In	early	1865,	Tennessee	adopted	an	amendment	to	its	constitution	prohibiting	slavery.[84][85]	Further	information:	Slave	states	and	free	states	The
moment	the	proclamation	was	signed,	portrayed	by	Lee	Lawrie	in	Lincoln,	Nebraska	The	Proclamation	was	issued	in	a	preliminary	version	and	a	final	version.	The	former,	issued	on	September	22,	1862,	was	a	preliminary	announcement	outlining	the	intent	of	the	latter,	which	took	effect	100	days	later	on	January	1,	1863,	during	the	second	year	of	the
Civil	War.	The	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	Abraham	Lincoln's	declaration	that	all	slaves	would	be	permanently	freed	in	all	areas	of	the	Confederacy	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863.	The	ten	affected	states	were	individually	named	in	the	final	Emancipation	Proclamation	(South	Carolina,	Mississippi,	Florida,	Alabama,
Georgia,	Louisiana,	Texas,	Virginia,	Arkansas,	North	Carolina).	Not	included	were	the	Union	slave	states	of	Maryland,	Delaware,	Missouri	and	Kentucky.	Also	not	named	was	the	state	of	Tennessee,	in	which	a	Union-controlled	military	government	had	already	been	set	up,	based	in	the	capital,	Nashville.	Specific	exemptions	were	stated	for	areas	also
under	Union	control	on	January	1,	1863,	namely	48	counties	that	would	soon	become	West	Virginia,	seven	other	named	counties	of	Virginia	including	Berkeley	and	Hampshire	counties,	which	were	soon	added	to	West	Virginia,	New	Orleans	and	13	named	parishes	nearby.[86]	Union-occupied	areas	of	the	Confederate	states	where	the	proclamation
was	put	into	immediate	effect	by	local	commanders	included	Winchester,	Virginia,[87]	Corinth,	Mississippi,[88]	the	Sea	Islands	along	the	coasts	of	the	Carolinas	and	Georgia,[89]	Key	West,	Florida,[90]	and	Port	Royal,	South	Carolina.[91]	A	photograph	of	two	children	who	likely,	were	recently	emancipated	–	circa	1870	"Scene	Along	the	Route"	from	a
Philadelphia	Inquirer	correspondent	(possibly	U.H.	Painter[92])	embedded	with	the	Army	of	the	Potomac,	The	Indiana	Progress,	June	1,	1864	On	New	Year's	Eve	in	1862,	African	Americans	–	enslaved	and	free	–	gathered	across	the	United	States	to	hold	Watch	Night	ceremonies	for	"Freedom's	Eve",	looking	toward	the	stroke	of	midnight	and	the
promised	fulfillment	of	the	Proclamation.[93]	It	has	been	inaccurately	claimed	that	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	did	not	free	a	single	slave;[94]	historian	Lerone	Bennett	Jr.	alleged	that	the	proclamation	was	a	hoax	deliberately	designed	not	to	free	any	slaves.[95]	However,	as	a	result	of	the	Proclamation,	most	slaves	became	free	during	the	course
of	the	war,	beginning	on	the	day	it	took	effect;	eyewitness	accounts	at	places	such	as	Hilton	Head	Island,	South	Carolina,[96]	and	Port	Royal,	South	Carolina[91]	record	celebrations	on	January	1	as	thousands	of	blacks	were	informed	of	their	new	legal	status	of	freedom.	"Estimates	of	the	number	of	slaves	freed	immediately	by	the	Emancipation
Proclamation	are	uncertain.	One	contemporary	estimate	put	the	'contraband'	population	of	Union-occupied	North	Carolina	at	10,000,	and	the	Sea	Islands	of	South	Carolina	also	had	a	substantial	population.	Those	20,000	slaves	were	freed	immediately	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation."[97][98]	This	Union-occupied	zone	where	freedom	began	at	once
included	parts	of	eastern	North	Carolina,	the	Mississippi	Valley,	northern	Alabama,	the	Shenandoah	Valley	of	Virginia,	a	large	part	of	Arkansas,	and	the	Sea	Islands	of	Georgia	and	South	Carolina.[99]	Although	some	counties	of	Union-occupied	Virginia	were	exempted	from	the	Proclamation,	the	lower	Shenandoah	Valley	and	the	area	around
Alexandria	were	covered.[97]	Emancipation	was	immediately	enforced	as	Union	soldiers	advanced	into	the	Confederacy.	Slaves	fled	their	masters	and	were	often	assisted	by	Union	soldiers.[100]	On	the	other	hand,	Robert	Gould	Shaw	wrote	to	his	mother	on	September	25,	1862,	"So	the	'Proclamation	of	Emancipation'	has	come	at	last,	or	rather,	its
forerunner.	I	suppose	you	all	are	very	much	excited	about	it.	For	my	part,	I	can't	see	what	practical	good	it	can	do	now.	Wherever	our	army	has	been,	there	remain	no	slaves,	and	the	Proclamation	will	not	free	them	where	we	don't	go."	Ten	days	later,	he	wrote	her	again,	"Don't	imagine,	from	what	I	said	in	my	last	that	I	thought	Mr.	Lincoln's
'Emancipation	Proclamation'	not	right	...	but	still,	as	a	war-measure,	I	don't	see	the	immediate	benefit	of	it,	...	as	the	slaves	are	sure	of	being	free	at	any	rate,	with	or	without	an	Emancipation	Act."[101]	Booker	T.	Washington,	as	a	boy	of	9	in	Virginia,	remembered	the	day	in	early	1865:[102]	As	the	great	day	drew	nearer,	there	was	more	singing	in	the
slave	quarters	than	usual.	It	was	bolder,	had	more	ring,	and	lasted	later	into	the	night.	Most	of	the	verses	of	the	plantation	songs	had	some	reference	to	freedom....	[S]ome	man	who	seemed	to	be	a	stranger	(a	United	States	officer,	I	presume)	made	a	little	speech	and	then	read	a	rather	long	paper—the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	I	think.	After	the
reading	we	were	told	that	we	were	all	free,	and	could	go	when	and	where	we	pleased.	My	mother,	who	was	standing	by	my	side,	leaned	over	and	kissed	her	children,	while	tears	of	joy	ran	down	her	cheeks.	She	explained	to	us	what	it	all	meant,	that	this	was	the	day	for	which	she	had	been	so	long	praying,	but	fearing	that	she	would	never	live	to	see.
Winslow	Homer	1876	–	"A	Visit	from	the	Old	Mistress"	depicts	a	tense	meeting	between	a	group	of	newly	freed	slaves	and	their	former	slaveholder	–	Smithsonian	Museum	of	American	Art	Runaway	slaves	who	had	escaped	to	Union	lines	had	previously	been	held	by	the	Union	Army	as	"contraband	of	war"	under	the	Confiscation	Acts.	The	Sea	Islands
off	the	coast	of	Georgia	had	been	occupied	by	the	Union	Navy	earlier	in	the	war.	The	whites	had	fled	to	the	mainland	while	the	blacks	stayed.	An	early	program	of	Reconstruction	was	set	up	for	the	former	slaves,	including	schools	and	training.	Naval	officers	read	the	proclamation	and	told	them	they	were	free.[89]	Slaves	had	been	part	of	the	"engine
of	war"	for	the	Confederacy.	They	produced	and	prepared	food;	sewed	uniforms;	repaired	railways;	worked	on	farms	and	in	factories,	shipping	yards,	and	mines;	built	fortifications;	and	served	as	hospital	workers	and	common	laborers.	News	of	the	Proclamation	spread	rapidly	by	word	of	mouth,	arousing	hopes	of	freedom,	creating	general	confusion,
and	encouraging	thousands	to	escape	to	Union	lines.[103][page	needed]	George	Washington	Albright,	a	teenage	slave	in	Mississippi,	recalled	that	like	many	of	his	fellow	slaves,	his	father	escaped	to	join	Union	forces.	According	to	Albright,	plantation	owners	tried	to	keep	news	of	the	Proclamation	from	slaves,	but	they	learned	of	it	through	the
grapevine.	The	young	slave	became	a	"runner"	for	an	informal	group	they	called	the	4Ls	("Lincoln's	Legal	Loyal	League")	bringing	news	of	the	proclamation	to	secret	slave	meetings	at	plantations	throughout	the	region.[104]	Confederate	general	Robert	E.	Lee	saw	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	a	way	for	the	Union	to	increase	the	number	of
soldiers	it	could	place	on	the	field,	making	it	imperative	for	the	Confederacy	to	increase	its	own	numbers.	Writing	on	the	matter	after	the	sack	of	Fredericksburg,	Lee	wrote,	"In	view	of	the	vast	increase	of	the	forces	of	the	enemy,	of	the	savage	and	brutal	policy	he	has	proclaimed,	which	leaves	us	no	alternative	but	success	or	degradation	worse	than
death,	if	we	would	save	the	honor	of	our	families	from	pollution	[and]	our	social	system	from	destruction,	let	every	effort	be	made,	every	means	be	employed,	to	fill	and	maintain	the	ranks	of	our	armies,	until	God	in	his	mercy	shall	bless	us	with	the	establishment	of	our	independence."[105][106][page	needed]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	marked	a
significant	turning	point	in	the	war	as	it	made	the	goal	of	the	North	not	only	preserving	the	Union,	but	also	freeing	the	slaves.[107]	The	Proclamation	also	rallied	support	from	abolitionists	and	Europeans,	while	encouraging	enslaved	individuals	to	escape	to	the	North.	This	weakened	the	South's	labor	force	while	bolstering	the	North's	ranks.[108]	This
section	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources	in	this	section.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(September	2020)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	"Abe	Lincoln's	Last	Card;	Or,	Rouge-et-Noir"	(Red	and	Black),	a	cartoon	by	John	Tenniel	printed
by	Punch[109]	after	the	London	Times	wrote	in	October	1862	that	Lincoln	had	played	his	"last	card"	in	issuing	the	Proclamation.[110][111]	Lincoln's	hair	is	in	points,	suggesting	horns.	The	cartoon	was	reprinted	often	in	the	Copperhead	press.[112][113][page	needed]	The	Proclamation	was	immediately	denounced	by	Copperhead	Democrats,	who
opposed	the	war	and	advocated	restoring	the	union	by	allowing	slavery.	Horatio	Seymour,	while	running	for	governor	of	New	York,	cast	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	a	call	for	slaves	to	commit	extreme	acts	of	violence	on	all	white	southerners,	saying	it	was	"a	proposal	for	the	butchery	of	women	and	children,	for	scenes	of	lust	and	rapine,	and	of
arson	and	murder,	which	would	invoke	the	interference	of	civilized	Europe".[114]	The	Copperheads	also	saw	the	Proclamation	as	an	unconstitutional	abuse	of	presidential	power.	Editor	Henry	A.	Reeves	wrote	in	Greenport's	Republican	Watchman	that	"In	the	name	of	freedom	for	Negroes,	[the	proclamation]	imperils	the	liberty	of	white	men;	to	test	an
utopian	theory	of	equality	of	races	which	Nature,	History	and	Experience	alike	condemn	as	monstrous,	it	overturns	the	Constitution	and	Civil	Laws	and	sets	up	Military	Usurpation	in	their	stead."[114]	Racism	remained	pervasive	on	both	sides	of	the	conflict	and	many	in	the	North	supported	the	war	only	as	an	effort	to	force	the	South	to	stay	in	the
Union.	The	promises	of	many	Republican	politicians	that	the	war	was	to	restore	the	Union	and	not	about	black	rights	or	ending	slavery	were	declared	lies	by	their	opponents,	who	cited	the	Proclamation.	In	Columbiana,	Ohio,	Copperhead	David	Allen	told	a	crowd,	"Now	fellow	Democrats	I	ask	you	if	you	are	going	to	be	forced	into	a	war	against	your
Britheren	of	the	Southern	States	for	the	Negro.	I	answer	No!"[115]	The	Copperheads	saw	the	Proclamation	as	irrefutable	proof	of	their	position	and	the	beginning	of	a	political	rise	for	their	members;	in	Connecticut,	H.	B.	Whiting	wrote	that	the	truth	was	now	plain	even	to	"those	stupid	thickheaded	persons	who	persisted	in	thinking	that	the	President
was	a	conservative	man	and	that	the	war	was	for	the	restoration	of	the	Union	under	the	Constitution."[115]	War	Democrats,	who	rejected	the	Copperhead	position	within	their	party,	found	themselves	in	a	quandary.	While	throughout	the	war	they	had	continued	to	espouse	the	racist	positions	of	their	party	and	their	disdain	of	the	concerns	of	slaves,
they	did	see	the	Proclamation	as	a	viable	military	tool	against	the	South	and	worried	that	opposing	it	might	demoralize	troops	in	the	Union	army.	The	question	would	continue	to	trouble	them	and	eventually	lead	to	a	split	within	their	party	as	the	war	progressed.[115]	Lincoln	further	alienated	many	in	the	Union	two	days	after	issuing	the	Preliminary
Emancipation	Proclamation	by	suspending	habeas	corpus.	His	opponents	linked	these	two	actions	in	their	claims	that	he	was	becoming	a	despot.	In	light	of	this	and	a	lack	of	military	success	for	the	Union	armies,	many	War	Democrat	voters	who	had	previously	supported	Lincoln	turned	against	him	and	joined	the	Copperheads	in	the	off-year	elections
held	in	October	and	November.[115]	In	the	1862	elections,	the	Democrats	gained	28	seats	in	the	House	as	well	as	the	governorship	of	New	York.	Lincoln's	friend	Orville	Hickman	Browning	told	the	president	that	the	Proclamation	and	the	suspension	of	habeas	corpus	had	been	"disastrous"	for	his	party	by	handing	the	Democrats	so	many	weapons.
Lincoln	made	no	response.	Copperhead	William	Jarvis	of	Connecticut	pronounced	the	election	the	"beginning	of	the	end	of	the	utter	downfall	of	Abolitionism".[116]	Historians	James	M.	McPherson	and	Allan	Nevins	state	that	though	the	results	looked	very	troubling,	they	could	be	seen	favorably	by	Lincoln;	his	opponents	did	well	only	in	their	historic
strongholds	and	"at	the	national	level	their	gains	in	the	House	were	the	smallest	of	any	minority	party's	in	an	off-year	election	in	nearly	a	generation.	Michigan,	California,	and	Iowa	all	went	Republican....	Moreover,	the	Republicans	picked	up	five	seats	in	the	Senate."[116]	McPherson	states,	"If	the	election	was	in	any	sense	a	referendum	on
emancipation	and	on	Lincoln's	conduct	of	the	war,	a	majority	of	Northern	voters	endorsed	these	policies."[116]	"NEGROES	LEAVING	THEIR	HOME:	The	view	on	page	237	illustrates	a	phase	of	the	war	which	the	rebels	have	found	it	difficult	to	contemplate	with	any	complacency.	The	exodus	of	the	slaves	from	the	bondage	which	has	so	long	oppressed
them	has	been	steady	and	continuous	from	the	moment	the	first	blow	was	struck	against	the	national	honor,	and	it	still	goes	on,	hundreds	and	thousands	of	the	poor,	outraged	creatures	cowing	weekly	into	tho	Union	lines	at	all	points	in	the	field.	Our	sketch	gives	an	admirable	view	of	the	desolation	which	surrounds	the	homes	of	the	negroes,	and	the
heartiness	and	energy	with	which	they	make	their	way	to	freedom	upon	the	slightest	opportunity.	The	Federal	gun-boat,	it	will	be	seen,	lies	far	out	at	sea,	but	the	sharp	eyes	of	the	waiting,	watching	bondmen	have	caught	sight	of	the	flag	she	carries;	they	know	there	is	shelter	under	it	for	them,	and	launching	their	little	boat,	they	carefully	put	the
aged	and	infirm,	with	their	few	more	valuable	effects,	aboard,	and,	with	a	pang,	it	may	be,	at	leaving	their	rude	home,	but	with	hope	and	joy	in	their	hearts	at	the	prospect	of	deliverance,	pull	away	from	the	shore,	which	henceforth	is	to	be	to	them	only	a	dark	dreary	line	marking	a	yet	darker	past.	There	is	pathos	as	well	as	history	in	the	picture."
(Harper's	Weekly,	April	9,	1864)	The	initial	Confederate	response	was	outrage.	The	Proclamation	was	seen	as	vindication	of	the	rebellion	and	proof	that	Lincoln	would	have	abolished	slavery	even	if	the	states	had	remained	in	the	Union.[117]	It	intensified	the	fear	of	slaves	revolting	and	undermined	morale,	especially	spurring	fear	among	slave	owners
who	saw	it	as	a	threat	to	their	business.[118]	In	an	August	1863	letter	to	President	Lincoln,	U.S.	Army	general	Ulysses	S.	Grant	observed	that	the	proclamation's	"arming	the	negro",	together	with	"the	emancipation	of	the	negro,	is	the	heavyest	[sic]	blow	yet	given	the	Confederacy.	The	South	rave	a	greatdeel	[sic]	about	it	and	profess	to	be	very
angry."[119]	In	May	1863,	a	few	months	after	the	Proclamation	took	effect,	the	Confederacy	passed	a	law	demanding	"full	and	ample	retaliation"	against	the	U.S.	for	such	measures.	The	Confederacy	stated	that	black	U.S.	soldiers	captured	while	fighting	against	the	Confederacy	would	be	tried	as	slave	insurrectionists	in	civil	courts—a	capital	offense
with	an	automatic	sentence	of	death.	Less	than	a	year	after	the	law's	passage,	the	Confederates	massacred	black	U.S.	soldiers	at	Fort	Pillow.[120]	Confederate	President	Jefferson	Davis	reacted	to	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	with	outrage	and	in	an	address	to	the	Confederate	Congress	on	January	12	threatened	to	send	any	U.S.	military	officer
captured	in	Confederate	territory	covered	by	the	proclamation	to	state	authorities	to	be	charged	with	"exciting	servile	insurrection",	which	was	a	capital	offense.[121]	Confederate	General	Robert	E.	Lee	called	the	Proclamation	a	"savage	and	brutal	policy	he	has	proclaimed,	which	leaves	us	no	alternative	but	success	or	degradation	worse	than	death."
[122]	However,	some	Confederates	welcomed	the	Proclamation,	because	they	believed	it	would	strengthen	pro-slavery	sentiment	in	the	Confederacy	and	thus	lead	to	greater	enlistment	of	white	men	into	the	Confederate	army.	According	to	one	Confederate	cavalry	sergeant	from	Kentucky,	"The	Proclamation	is	worth	three	hundred	thousand	soldiers
to	our	Government	at	least....	It	shows	exactly	what	this	war	was	brought	about	for	and	the	intention	of	its	damnable	authors."[123]	Even	some	Union	soldiers	concurred	with	this	view	and	expressed	reservations	about	the	Proclamation,	not	on	principle,	but	rather	because	they	were	afraid	it	would	increase	the	Confederacy's	determination	to	fight	on
and	maintain	slavery.	One	Union	soldier	from	New	York	stated	worryingly	after	the	Proclamation's	issuance,	"I	know	enough	of	the	southern	spirit	that	I	think	they	will	fight	for	the	institution	of	slavery	even	to	extermination."[124]	As	a	result	of	the	Proclamation,	the	price	of	slaves	in	the	Confederacy	increased	in	the	months	after	its	issuance,	with
one	Confederate	from	South	Carolina	opining	in	1865	that	"now	is	the	time	for	Uncle	to	buy	some	negro	women	and	children...."[125]	As	Lincoln	had	hoped,	the	proclamation	turned	foreign	popular	opinion	in	favor	of	the	Union	by	gaining	the	support	of	anti-slavery	countries	and	countries	that	had	already	abolished	slavery	(especially	the	developed
countries	in	Europe	such	as	the	United	Kingdom	and	France).	This	shift	ended	the	Confederacy's	hopes	of	gaining	official	recognition.[126]	Since	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	made	the	eradication	of	slavery	an	explicit	Union	war	goal,	it	linked	support	for	the	South	to	support	for	slavery.	Public	opinion	in	Britain	would	not	tolerate	support	for
slavery.	As	Henry	Adams	noted,	"The	Emancipation	Proclamation	has	done	more	for	us	than	all	our	former	victories	and	all	our	diplomacy."	In	Italy,	Giuseppe	Garibaldi	hailed	Lincoln	as	"the	heir	of	the	aspirations	of	John	Brown".	On	August	6,	1863,	Garibaldi	wrote	to	Lincoln:	"Posterity	will	call	you	the	great	emancipator,	a	more	enviable	title	than
any	crown	could	be,	and	greater	than	any	merely	mundane	treasure".[127]	Mayor	Abel	Haywood,	a	representative	for	workers	from	Manchester,	England,	wrote	to	Lincoln	saying,	"We	joyfully	honor	you	for	many	decisive	steps	toward	practically	exemplifying	your	belief	in	the	words	of	your	great	founders:	'All	men	are	created	free	and	equal.'"[128]
The	Emancipation	Proclamation	served	to	ease	tensions	with	Europe	over	the	North's	conduct	of	the	war,	and	combined	with	the	recent	failed	Southern	offensive	at	Antietam,	to	remove	any	practical	chance	for	the	Confederacy	to	receive	foreign	military	intervention	in	the	war.[129]	However,	in	spite	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	arms	sales	to
the	Confederacy	through	blockade	running,	from	British	firms	and	dealers,	continued,	with	knowledge	of	the	British	government.[130]	The	Confederacy	was	able	to	sustain	the	fight	for	two	more	years	largely	thanks	to	the	weapons	supplied	by	British	blockade	runners.	As	a	result,	the	blockade	runners	operating	from	Britain	were	responsible	for
killing	400,000	additional	soldiers	and	civilians	on	both	sides.[131][132][133][134]	Lincoln's	Gettysburg	Address	on	November	19,	1863	made	indirect	reference	to	the	Proclamation	and	the	ending	of	slavery	as	a	war	goal	with	the	phrase	"new	birth	of	freedom".	The	Proclamation	solidified	Lincoln's	support	among	the	rapidly	growing	abolitionist
elements	of	the	Republican	Party	and	ensured	that	they	would	not	block	his	renomination	in	1864.[135][page	needed]	In	December	1863,	Lincoln	issued	his	Proclamation	of	Amnesty	and	Reconstruction,	which	dealt	with	the	ways	the	rebel	states	could	reconcile	with	the	Union.	Key	provisions	required	that	the	states	accept	the	Emancipation
Proclamation	and	thus	the	freedom	of	their	slaves,	and	accept	the	Confiscation	Acts,	as	well	as	the	Act	banning	slavery	in	United	States	territories.[136]	"Ambrotype	of	African	American	woman	with	flag,"	said	to	be	a	washerwoman	for	Union	troops	quartered	outside	Richmond,	Virginia	(Smithsonian	2005.0002.01)	Near	the	end	of	the	war,
abolitionists	were	concerned	that	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	would	be	construed	solely	as	a	war	measure,	as	Lincoln	intended,	and	would	no	longer	apply	once	fighting	ended.	They	also	were	increasingly	anxious	to	secure	the	freedom	of	all	slaves,	not	just	those	freed	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	Thus	pressed,	Lincoln	staked	a	large	part	of
his	1864	presidential	campaign	on	a	constitutional	amendment	to	abolish	slavery	throughout	the	United	States.	Lincoln's	campaign	was	bolstered	by	votes	in	both	Maryland	and	Missouri	to	abolish	slavery	in	those	states.	Maryland's	new	constitution	abolishing	slavery	took	effect	on	November	1,	1864.[137]	Slavery	in	Missouri	ended	on	January	11,
1865,	when	a	state	convention	approved	an	ordinance	abolishing	slavery	by	a	vote	of	60-4,[138]	and	later	the	same	day,	Governor	Thomas	C.	Fletcher	followed	up	with	his	own	"Proclamation	of	Freedom."[139]	Winning	re-election,	Lincoln	pressed	the	lame	duck	38th	Congress	to	pass	the	proposed	amendment	immediately	rather	than	wait	for	the
incoming	39th	Congress	to	convene.	In	January	1865,	Congress	sent	to	the	state	legislatures	for	ratification	what	became	the	Thirteenth	Amendment,	banning	slavery	in	all	U.S.	states	and	territories,	except	as	punishment	for	a	crime.	The	amendment	was	ratified	by	the	legislatures	of	enough	states	by	December	6,	1865,	and	proclaimed	12	days	later.
There	were	approximately	40,000	slaves	in	Kentucky	and	1,000	in	Delaware	who	were	liberated	then.[140]	Further	information:	Abraham	Lincoln	and	slavery	Lincoln's	proclamation	has	been	called	"one	of	the	most	radical	emancipations	in	the	history	of	the	modern	world."[141]	Nonetheless,	as	over	the	years	American	society	continued	to	be	deeply
unfair	towards	black	people,	cynicism	towards	Lincoln	and	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	increased.	One	attack	was	Lerone	Bennett's	Forced	into	Glory:	Abraham	Lincoln's	White	Dream	(2000),	which	claimed	that	Lincoln	was	a	white	supremacist	who	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	lieu	of	the	real	racial	reforms	for	which	radical
abolitionists	pushed.	To	this,	one	scholarly	review	states	that	"Few	Civil	War	scholars	take	Bennett	and	DiLorenzo	seriously,	pointing	to	their	narrow	political	agenda	and	faulty	research."[142]	In	his	Lincoln's	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Allen	C.	Guelzo	noted	professional	historians'	lack	of	substantial	respect	for	the	document,	since	it	has	been	the
subject	of	few	major	scholarly	studies.	He	argued	that	Lincoln	was	the	U.S.'s	"last	Enlightenment	politician"[143]	and	as	such	had	"allegiance	to	'reason,	cold,	calculating,	unimpassioned	reason'....	But	the	most	important	among	the	Enlightenment's	political	virtues	for	Lincoln,	and	for	his	Proclamation,	was	prudence".[144]	Other	historians	have	given
more	credit	to	Lincoln	for	what	he	accomplished	toward	ending	slavery	and	for	his	own	growth	in	political	and	moral	stature.[145]	More	might	have	been	accomplished	if	he	had	not	been	assassinated.	As	Eric	Foner	wrote:	Lincoln	was	not	an	abolitionist	or	Radical	Republican,	a	point	Bennett	reiterates	innumerable	times.	He	did	not	favor	immediate
abolition	before	the	war,	and	held	racist	views	typical	of	his	time.	But	he	was	also	a	man	of	deep	convictions	when	it	came	to	slavery,	and	during	the	Civil	War	displayed	a	remarkable	capacity	for	moral	and	political	growth.[146]	Kal	Ashraf	wrote:	Perhaps	in	rejecting	the	critical	dualism—Lincoln	as	individual	emancipator	pitted	against	collective	self-
emancipators—there	is	an	opportunity	to	recognise	the	greater	persuasiveness	of	the	combination.	In	a	sense,	yes:	a	racist,	flawed	Lincoln	did	something	heroic,	and	not	in	lieu	of	collective	participation,	but	next	to,	and	enabled,	by	it.	To	venerate	a	singular	'Great	Emancipator'	may	be	as	reductive	as	dismissing	the	significance	of	Lincoln's	actions.
Who	he	was	as	a	man,	no	one	of	us	can	ever	really	know.	So	it	is	that	the	version	of	Lincoln	we	keep	is	also	the	version	we	make.[147]	President	Barack	Obama	views	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	the	Oval	Office	hung	above	a	bust	of	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	in	2010	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	made	many	references	to	the	Emancipation
Proclamation	during	the	civil	rights	movement.	These	include	an	"Emancipation	Proclamation	Centennial	Address"	he	gave	in	New	York	City	on	September	12,	1962,	in	which	he	placed	the	Proclamation	alongside	the	Declaration	of	Independence	as	an	"imperishable"	contribution	to	civilization	and	added,	"All	tyrants,	past,	present	and	future,	are
powerless	to	bury	the	truths	in	these	declarations...."	He	lamented	that	despite	a	history	where	the	United	States	"proudly	professed	the	basic	principles	inherent	in	both	documents,"	it	"sadly	practiced	the	antithesis	of	these	principles."	He	concluded,	"There	is	but	one	way	to	commemorate	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	That	is	to	make	its



declarations	of	freedom	real;	to	reach	back	to	the	origins	of	our	nation	when	our	message	of	equality	electrified	an	unfree	world,	and	reaffirm	democracy	by	deeds	as	bold	and	daring	as	the	issuance	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation."[148]	King's	most	famous	invocation	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	in	a	speech	from	the	steps	of	the	Lincoln
Memorial	at	the	1963	March	on	Washington	for	Jobs	and	Freedom	(often	referred	to	as	the	"I	Have	a	Dream"	speech).	King	began	the	speech	saying	"Five	score	years	ago,	a	great	American,	in	whose	symbolic	shadow	we	stand,	signed	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	This	momentous	decree	came	as	a	great	beacon	light	of	hope	to	millions	of	Negro
slaves	who	had	been	seared	in	the	flames	of	withering	injustice.	It	came	as	a	joyous	daybreak	to	end	the	long	night	of	their	captivity.	But	one	hundred	years	later,	we	must	face	the	tragic	fact	that	the	Negro	still	is	not	free.	One	hundred	years	later,	the	life	of	the	Negro	is	still	sadly	crippled	by	the	manacles	of	segregation	and	the	chains	of
discrimination."[149]	Main	article:	Second	Emancipation	Proclamation	In	the	early	1960s,	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	and	his	associates	called	on	President	John	F.	Kennedy	to	bypass	Southern	segregationist	opposition	in	the	Congress	by	issuing	an	executive	order	to	put	an	end	to	segregation.[150]	This	envisioned	document	was	referred	to	as	the
"Second	Emancipation	Proclamation".	Kennedy,	however,	did	not	issue	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	"and	noticeably	avoided	all	centennial	celebrations	of	emancipation."	Historian	David	W.	Blight	points	out	that,	although	the	idea	of	an	executive	order	to	act	as	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	"has	been	virtually	forgotten,"	the	manifesto
that	King	and	his	associates	produced	calling	for	an	executive	order	showed	his	"close	reading	of	American	politics"	and	recalled	how	moral	leadership	could	have	an	effect	on	the	American	public	through	an	executive	order.	Despite	its	failure	"to	spur	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	from	the	White	House,	it	was	an	important	and	emphatic
attempt	to	combat	the	structured	forgetting	of	emancipation	latent	within	Civil	War	memory."[151]	On	June	11,	1963,	President	Kennedy	spoke	on	national	television	about	civil	rights.	Kennedy,	who	had	been	routinely	criticized	as	timid	by	some	civil	rights	activists,	reminded	Americans	that	two	black	students	had	been	peacefully	enrolled	in	the
University	of	Alabama	with	the	aid	of	the	National	Guard,	despite	the	opposition	of	Governor	George	Wallace.	John	Kennedy	called	it	a	"moral	issue."[152]	Invoking	the	centennial	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	he	said,	One	hundred	years	of	delay	have	passed	since	President	Lincoln	freed	the	slaves,	yet	their	heirs,	their	grandsons,	are	not	fully
free.	They	are	not	yet	freed	from	the	bonds	of	injustice.	They	are	not	yet	freed	from	social	and	economic	oppression.	And	this	Nation,	for	all	its	hopes	and	all	its	boasts,	will	not	be	fully	free	until	all	its	citizens	are	free.	We	preach	freedom	around	the	world,	and	we	mean	it,	and	we	cherish	our	freedom	here	at	home,	but	are	we	to	say	to	the	world,	and
much	more	importantly,	to	each	other	that	this	is	a	land	of	the	free	except	for	the	Negroes;	that	we	have	no	second-class	citizens	except	Negroes;	that	we	have	no	class	or	caste	system,	no	ghettoes,	no	master	race	except	with	respect	to	Negroes?	Now	the	time	has	come	for	this	Nation	to	fulfill	its	promise.	The	events	in	Birmingham	and	elsewhere
have	so	increased	the	cries	for	equality	that	no	city	or	State	or	legislative	body	can	prudently	choose	to	ignore	them.[153]	In	the	same	speech,	Kennedy	announced	he	would	introduce	a	comprehensive	civil	rights	bill	in	the	United	States	Congress,	which	he	did	a	week	later.	Kennedy	pushed	for	its	passage	until	he	was	assassinated	on	November	22,
1963.	Historian	Peniel	E.	Joseph	holds	Lyndon	Johnson's	ability	to	get	that	bill,	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964,	signed	into	law	on	July	2,	1964,	to	have	been	aided	by	"the	moral	forcefulness	of	the	June	11	speech",	which	had	turned	"the	narrative	of	civil	rights	from	a	regional	issue	into	a	national	story	promoting	racial	equality	and	democratic	renewal."
[152]	During	the	civil	rights	movement	of	the	1960s,	Lyndon	B.	Johnson	invoked	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	holding	it	up	as	a	promise	yet	to	be	fully	implemented.	As	vice	president,	while	speaking	from	Gettysburg	on	May	30,	1963	(Memorial	Day),	during	the	centennial	year	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Johnson	connected	it	directly	with
the	ongoing	civil	rights	struggles	of	the	time,	saying	"One	hundred	years	ago,	the	slave	was	freed.	One	hundred	years	later,	the	Negro	remains	in	bondage	to	the	color	of	his	skin....	In	this	hour,	it	is	not	our	respective	races	which	are	at	stake—it	is	our	nation.	Let	those	who	care	for	their	country	come	forward,	North	and	South,	white	and	Negro,	to
lead	the	way	through	this	moment	of	challenge	and	decision....	Until	justice	is	blind	to	color,	until	education	is	unaware	of	race,	until	opportunity	is	unconcerned	with	color	of	men's	skins,	emancipation	will	be	a	proclamation	but	not	a	fact.	To	the	extent	that	the	proclamation	of	emancipation	is	not	fulfilled	in	fact,	to	that	extent	we	shall	have	fallen
short	of	assuring	freedom	to	the	free."[154]	As	president,	Johnson	again	invoked	the	proclamation	in	a	speech	presenting	the	Voting	Rights	Act	at	a	joint	session	of	Congress	on	Monday,	March	15,	1965.	This	was	one	week	after	violence	had	been	inflicted	on	peaceful	civil	rights	marchers	during	the	Selma	to	Montgomery	marches.	Johnson	said	"it's
not	just	Negroes,	but	really	it's	all	of	us,	who	must	overcome	the	crippling	legacy	of	bigotry	and	injustice.	And	we	shall	overcome.	As	a	man	whose	roots	go	deeply	into	Southern	soil,	I	know	how	agonizing	racial	feelings	are.	I	know	how	difficult	it	is	to	reshape	the	attitudes	and	the	structure	of	our	society.	But	a	century	has	passed—more	than	100
years—since	the	Negro	was	freed.	And	he	is	not	fully	free	tonight.	It	was	more	than	100	years	ago	that	Abraham	Lincoln—a	great	President	of	another	party—signed	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	But	emancipation	is	a	proclamation	and	not	a	fact.	A	century	has	passed—more	than	100	years—since	equality	was	promised,	and	yet	the	Negro	is	not
equal.	A	century	has	passed	since	the	day	of	promise,	and	the	promise	is	unkept.	The	time	of	justice	has	now	come,	and	I	tell	you	that	I	believe	sincerely	that	no	force	can	hold	it	back.	It	is	right	in	the	eyes	of	man	and	God	that	it	should	come,	and	when	it	does,	I	think	that	day	will	brighten	the	lives	of	every	American."[155]	U.S.	commemorative	stamp,
1963	[156]	In	the	1963	episode	of	The	Andy	Griffith	Show,	"Andy	Discovers	America",	Andy	asks	Barney	to	explain	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	to	Opie	who	is	struggling	with	history	at	school.[157]	Barney	brags	about	his	history	expertise,	yet	it	is	apparent	he	cannot	answer	Andy's	question.	He	finally	becomes	frustrated	and	explains	it	is	a
proclamation	for	certain	people	who	wanted	emancipation.[158]	In	addition,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	also	a	main	item	of	discussion	in	the	movie	Lincoln	(2012)	directed	by	Steven	Spielberg.[159]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	is	celebrated	around	the	world,	including	on	stamps	of	nations	such	as	the	Republic	of	Togo.[160]	The	United
States	commemorative	was	issued	on	August	16,	1963,	the	opening	day	of	the	Century	of	Negro	Progress	Exhibition	in	Chicago,	Illinois.	Designed	by	Georg	Olden,	an	initial	printing	of	120	million	stamps	was	authorized.[156]	District	of	Columbia	Compensated	Emancipation	Act	1866	Georgia	State	Freedmen's	Conventions	Juneteenth	emancipation	in
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proclamation	and	executive	order[4]	issued	by	United	States	President	Abraham	Lincoln	on	January	1,	1863,	during	the	American	Civil	War.	The	Proclamation	had	the	effect	of	changing	the	legal	status	of	more	than	3.5	million	enslaved	African	Americans	in	the	secessionist	Confederate	states	from	enslaved	to	free.	As	soon	as	slaves	escaped	the
control	of	their	enslavers,	either	by	fleeing	to	Union	lines	or	through	the	advance	of	federal	troops,	they	were	permanently	free.	In	addition,	the	Proclamation	allowed	for	former	slaves	to	"be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States".[5]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	played	a	significant	part	in	the	end	of	slavery	in	the	United	States.	On
September	22,	1862,	Lincoln	issued	the	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.[6]	Its	third	paragraph	begins:	That	on	the	first	day	of	January	in	the	year	of	our	Lord,	one	thousand	eight	hundred	and	sixty-three,	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	any	State,	or	designated	part	of	a	State,	the	people	whereof	shall	then	be	in	rebellion	against	the	United
States	shall	be	then,	thenceforward,	and	forever	free;…	On	January	1,	1863,	Lincoln	issued	the	final	Emancipation	Proclamation.[5]	It	stated:	Now,	therefore	I,	Abraham	Lincoln,	President	of	the	United	States,	by	virtue	of	the	power	in	me	vested	as	Commander-in-Chief,	of	the	Army	and	Navy	of	the	United	States	in	time	of	actual	armed	rebellion
against	the	authority	and	government	of	the	United	States,	and	as	a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said	rebellion,	do	…	order	and	designate	as	the	States	and	parts	of	States	wherein	the	people	thereof	respectively,	are	this	day	in	rebellion	against	the	United	States,	the	following,	to	wit:	Lincoln	then	listed	the	ten	states	still	in
rebellion,	excluding	those	under	Union	control,[7]	and	continued:	And	by	virtue	of	the	power,	and	for	the	purpose	aforesaid,	I	do	order	and	declare	that	all	persons	held	as	slaves	within	said	designated	States,	and	parts	of	States,	are,	and	henceforward	shall	be	free....	And	I	further	declare	and	make	known,	that	such	persons	of	suitable	condition,	will
be	received	into	the	armed	service	of	the	United	States....	And	upon	this	act,	sincerely	believed	to	be	an	act	of	justice,	warranted	by	the	Constitution,	upon	military	necessity,	I	invoke	the	considerate	judgment	of	mankind,	and	the	gracious	favor	of	Almighty	God.	The	Proclamation	applied	to	more	than	3.5	million	of	the	4	million	enslaved	people	in	the
country,	though	it	excluded	states	not	in	rebellion,	as	well	as	parts	of	Virginia	under	Union	control	and	Louisiana	parishes	thought	to	be	pro-Union.[8][9][10]	Around	25,000	to	75,000	were	immediately	emancipated	in	those	regions	of	the	Confederacy	where	the	US	Army	was	already	in	place.	It	could	not	be	enforced	in	the	areas	still	in	rebellion,[10]
but,	as	the	Union	army	took	control	of	Confederate	regions,	the	Proclamation	provided	the	legal	framework	for	the	liberation	of	more	than	three	and	a	half	million	enslaved	people	in	those	regions	by	the	end	of	the	war.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	outraged	white	Southerners	and	their	sympathizers,	who	saw	it	as	the	beginning	of	a	race	war.	It
energized	abolitionists,	and	undermined	those	Europeans	who	wanted	to	intervene	to	help	the	Confederacy.[11]	The	Proclamation	lifted	the	spirits	of	African	Americans,	both	free	and	enslaved.	It	encouraged	many	to	escape	from	slavery	and	flee	toward	Union	lines,	where	many	joined	the	Union	Army.[12]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	became	a
historic	document	because	it	"would	redefine	the	Civil	War,	turning	it	from	a	struggle	to	preserve	the	Union	to	one	focused	on	ending	slavery,	and	set	a	decisive	course	for	how	the	nation	would	be	reshaped	after	that	historic	conflict."[13]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	never	challenged	in	court.	To	ensure	the	abolition	of	slavery	in	all	of	the
U.S.,	Lincoln	also	mandated	that	Reconstruction	plans	for	Southern	states	require	them	to	enact	laws	abolishing	slavery	(which	occurred	during	the	war	in	Tennessee,	Arkansas,	and	Louisiana);	Lincoln	encouraged	border	states	to	adopt	abolition	(which	occurred	during	the	war	in	Maryland,	Missouri,	and	West	Virginia)	and	pushed	for	passage	of	the
13th	Amendment.	The	Senate	passed	the	13th	Amendment	by	the	necessary	two-thirds	vote	on	April	8,	1864;	the	House	of	Representatives	did	so	on	January	31,	1865;	and	the	required	three-fourths	of	the	states	ratified	it	on	December	6,	1865.	The	amendment	made	slavery	and	involuntary	servitude	unconstitutional,	"except	as	a	punishment	for
crime…".[14]	Further	information:	Slave	states	and	free	states	and	Slavery	and	the	United	States	Constitution	Abraham	Lincoln	The	United	States	Constitution	of	1787	did	not	use	the	word	"slavery"	but	included	several	provisions	about	unfree	persons.	The	Three-Fifths	Compromise	(in	Article	I,	Section	2)	allocated	congressional	representation,	and
therefore	the	number	of	each	states'	votes	in	the	Electoral	College,	based	"on	the	whole	Number	of	free	Persons"	and	"three-fifths	of	all	other	Persons".[15]	Under	the	Fugitive	Slave	Clause	(Article	IV,	Section	2),	"No	person	held	to	Service	or	Labour	in	one	State"	would	become	legally	free	by	escaping	to	another.	Article	I,	Section	9	allowed	Congress
to	pass	legislation	to	outlaw	the	"Importation	of	Persons",	but	not	until	1808.[16]	However,	for	purposes	of	the	Fifth	Amendment—which	states,	"No	person	shall	...	be	deprived	of	life,	liberty,	or	property,	without	due	process	of	law"—slaves	were	understood	to	be	property.[17]	Although	abolitionists	used	the	Fifth	Amendment	to	argue	against	slavery,
it	was	made	part	of	the	legal	basis	for	treating	slaves	as	property	by	Dred	Scott	v.	Sandford	(1857).[18]	Slavery	was	also	supported	in	law	and	in	practice	by	a	pervasive	culture	of	white	supremacy.[19]	Nonetheless,	between	1777	and	1804,	every	Northern	state	provided	for	the	immediate	or	gradual	abolition	of	slavery.	No	Southern	state	did	so,	and
the	slave	population	of	the	South	continued	to	grow,	peaking	at	almost	four	million	people	at	the	beginning	of	the	Civil	War,	when	most	slave	states	sought	to	break	away	from	the	United	States.[20]	Lincoln	accepted	the	conventional	interpretation	of	the	Constitution	before	1865	as	not	allowing	the	federal	government	in	peacetime	to	end	slavery	in
the	states	where	it	existed,	as	opposed	to	in	U.S.	territories	and	the	District	of	Columbia.[21]	During	the	Civil	War,	however,	Lincoln	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	under	his	authority	as	"Commander	in	Chief	of	the	Army	and	Navy"	under	Article	II,	section	2	of	the	United	States	Constitution.[22]	As	such,	in	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	he
claimed	to	have	the	authority	to	free	persons	held	as	slaves	in	those	states	that	were	in	rebellion	"as	a	fit	and	necessary	war	measure	for	suppressing	said	rebellion".	In	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Lincoln	said	"attention	is	hereby	called"	to	two	1862	statutes,	namely	"An	Act	to	Make	an	Additional	Article	of	War"	and	the	Confiscation
Act	of	1862,	but	he	didn't	mention	any	statute	in	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation	and,	in	any	event,	the	source	of	his	authority	to	issue	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	and	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	his	"joint	capacity	as	President	and	Commander-in-Chief".[23]	Lincoln	therefore	did	not	have	such	authority	over	the
four	border	slave-holding	states	that	were	not	in	rebellion—Missouri,	Kentucky,	Maryland	and	Delaware—so	those	states	were	not	named	in	the	Proclamation.[25]	The	fifth	border	jurisdiction,	West	Virginia,	where	slavery	remained	legal	but	was	in	the	process	of	being	abolished,	was,	in	January	1863,	still	part	of	the	legally	recognized	"reorganized"
state	of	Virginia,	based	in	Alexandria,	which	was	in	the	Union	(as	opposed	to	the	Confederate	state	of	Virginia,	based	in	Richmond).	Areas	covered	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	are	in	red,	slave-holding	areas	not	covered	are	in	blue	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	applied	in	the	ten	states	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863,	but	it	did
not	cover	the	nearly	500,000	slaves	in	the	slaveholding	border	states	(Missouri,	Kentucky,	Maryland,	and	Delaware)	or	in	parts	of	Virginia	that	were	no	longer	in	rebellion	and	Louisiana's	sugar-growing	parishes	because	Lincoln	considered	them	Union	loyalists.[8][9]	Those	slaves	were	freed	by	later	state	and	federal	actions.[26]	The	areas	covered
were	"Arkansas,	Texas,	Louisiana	(except	the	Parishes	of	St.	Bernard,	Plaquemines,	Jefferson,	St.	John,	St.	Charles,	St.	James,	Ascension,	Assumption,	Terrebonne,	Lafourche,	St.	Mary,	St.	Martin,	and	Orleans,	including	the	city	of	New	Orleans),	Mississippi,	Alabama,	Florida,	Georgia,	South	Carolina,	North	Carolina,	and	Virginia	(except	the	forty-eight
counties	designated	as	West	Virginia,	and	also	the	counties	of	Berkley,	Accomac,	Northampton,	Elizabeth	City,	York,	Princess	Ann,	and	Norfolk,	including	the	cities	of	Norfolk	and	Portsmouth)."[27]	The	state	of	Tennessee	had	already	mostly	returned	to	Union	control,	under	a	recognized	Union	government,	so	it	was	not	named	and	was	exempted.
Virginia	was	named,	but	exemptions	were	specified	for	the	48	counties	then	in	the	process	of	forming	the	new	state	of	West	Virginia,	and	seven	additional	counties	and	two	cities	in	the	Union-controlled	Tidewater	region	of	Virginia.[28]	Also	specifically	exempted	were	New	Orleans	and	13	named	parishes	of	Louisiana,	because	Lincoln,	as	mentioned,
regarded	them	as	loyal	to	the	Union.	These	exemptions	left	unemancipated	an	additional	300,000	slaves.[8][9]	[29]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	has	been	ridiculed,	notably	by	Richard	Hofstadter,	who	wrote	that	it	"had	all	the	moral	grandeur	of	a	bill	of	lading"	and	"declared	free	all	slaves	...	precisely	where	its	effect	could	not	reach".[30][31]
Disagreeing	with	Hofstadter,	William	W.	Freehling	wrote	that	Lincoln's	asserting	his	power	as	Commander-in-Chief	to	issue	the	proclamation	"reads	not	like	an	entrepreneur's	bill	for	past	services	but	like	a	warrior's	brandishing	of	a	new	weapon".[32]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	resulted	in	the	emancipation	of	a	substantial	percentage	of	the
slaves	in	the	Confederate	states	as	the	Union	armies	advanced	through	the	South	and	slaves	escaped	to	Union	lines,	or	slave	owners	fled,	leaving	slaves	behind.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	also	committed	the	Union	to	ending	slavery	in	addition	to	preserving	the	Union.	Although	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	resulted	in	the	gradual	freeing	of
most	slaves,	it	did	not	make	slavery	illegal.	Of	the	states	that	were	exempted	from	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Maryland,[33]	Missouri,[34]	Tennessee,[35]	and	West	Virginia[36]	prohibited	slavery	before	the	war	ended.	In	1863,	President	Lincoln	proposed	a	moderate	plan	for	the	Reconstruction	of	the	captured	Confederate	State	of	Louisiana.[37]
Only	10	percent	of	the	state's	electorate	had	to	take	the	loyalty	oath.	The	state	was	also	required	to	accept	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	and	abolish	slavery	in	its	new	constitution.	By	December	1864,	the	Lincoln	plan	abolishing	slavery	had	been	enacted	not	only	in	Louisiana,	but	also	in	Arkansas	and	Tennessee.[38][39]	In	Kentucky,	Union	Army
commanders	relied	on	the	proclamation's	offer	of	freedom	to	slaves	who	enrolled	in	the	Army	and	provided	freedom	for	an	enrollee's	entire	family;	for	this	and	other	reasons,	the	number	of	slaves	in	the	state	fell	by	more	than	70	percent	during	the	war.[40]	However,	in	Delaware[41]	and	Kentucky,[42]	slavery	continued	to	be	legal	until	December	18,
1865,	when	the	Thirteenth	Amendment	went	into	effect.	The	Fugitive	Slave	Act	of	1850	required	individuals	to	return	runaway	slaves	to	their	owners.	During	the	war,	in	May	1861,	Union	general	Benjamin	Butler	declared	that	three	slaves	who	escaped	to	Union	lines	were	contraband	of	war,	and	accordingly	he	refused	to	return	them,	saying	to	a	man
who	sought	their	return,	"I	am	under	no	constitutional	obligations	to	a	foreign	country,	which	Virginia	now	claims	to	be".[43]	On	May	30,	after	a	cabinet	meeting	called	by	President	Lincoln,	"Simon	Cameron,	the	secretary	of	war,	telegraphed	Butler	to	inform	him	that	his	contraband	policy	'is	approved.'"[44]	This	decision	was	controversial	because	it
could	have	been	taken	to	imply	recognition	of	the	Confederacy	as	a	separate,	independent	sovereign	state	under	international	law,	a	notion	that	Lincoln	steadfastly	denied.	In	addition,	as	contraband,	these	people	were	legally	designated	as	"property"	when	they	crossed	Union	lines	and	their	ultimate	status	was	uncertain.[45]	First	Reading	of	the
Emancipation	Proclamation	of	President	Lincoln	by	Francis	Bicknell	Carpenter	(1864)	Clickable	image:	use	cursor	to	identify.	In	December	1861,	Lincoln	sent	his	first	annual	message	to	Congress	(the	State	of	the	Union	Address,	but	then	typically	given	in	writing	and	not	referred	to	as	such).	In	it	he	praised	the	free	labor	system	for	respecting	human
rights	over	property	rights;	he	endorsed	legislation	to	address	the	status	of	contraband	slaves	and	slaves	in	loyal	states,	possibly	through	buying	their	freedom	with	federal	money;	and	he	endorsed	federal	funding	of	voluntary	colonization.[46][47]	In	January	1862,	Thaddeus	Stevens,	the	Republican	leader	in	the	House,	called	for	total	war	against	the
rebellion	to	include	emancipation	of	slaves,	arguing	that	emancipation,	by	forcing	the	loss	of	enslaved	labor,	would	ruin	the	rebel	economy.	On	March	13,	1862,	Congress	approved	an	Act	Prohibiting	the	Return	of	Slaves,	which	prohibited	"All	officers	or	persons	in	the	military	or	naval	service	of	the	United	States"	from	returning	fugitive	slaves	to	their
owners.[48]	Pursuant	to	a	law	signed	by	Lincoln,	slavery	was	abolished	in	the	District	of	Columbia	on	April	16,	1862,	and	owners	were	compensated.[49]	On	June	9,	1862,	Congress	passed	a	bill	that	prohibited	slavery	in	all	current	and	future	United	States	territories	(though	not	in	the	states),	and,	on	June	19,	President	Lincoln	signed	it	into	law.	This
act	effectively	repudiated	the	1857	opinion	of	the	Supreme	Court	of	the	United	States	in	the	Dred	Scott	case	that	Congress	was	powerless	to	regulate	slavery	in	U.S.	territories.[50][51]	It	also	rejected	the	notion	of	popular	sovereignty	that	had	been	advanced	by	Stephen	A.	Douglas	as	a	solution	to	the	slavery	controversy,	while	completing	the	effort
first	legislatively	proposed	by	Thomas	Jefferson	in	1784	to	confine	slavery	within	the	borders	of	existing	states.[52][53]	On	August	6,	1861,	the	First	Confiscation	Act	freed	the	slaves	who	were	employed	"against	the	Government	and	lawful	authority	of	the	United	States."[54]	On	July	17,	1862,	the	Second	Confiscation	Act	freed	the	slaves	"within	any
place	occupied	by	rebel	forces	and	afterwards	occupied	by	forces	of	the	United	States."[55]	The	Second	Confiscation	Act,	unlike	the	First	Confiscation	Act,	explicitly	provided	that	all	slaves	covered	by	it	would	be	permanently	freed,	stating	in	section	10	that	"all	slaves	of	persons	who	shall	hereafter	be	engaged	in	rebellion	against	the	government	of
the	United	States,	or	who	shall	in	any	way	give	aid	or	comfort	thereto,	escaping	from	such	persons	and	taking	refuge	within	the	lines	of	the	army;	and	all	slaves	captured	from	such	persons	or	deserted	by	them	and	coming	under	the	control	of	the	government	of	the	United	States;	and	all	slaves	of	such	person	found	on	[or]	being	within	any	place
occupied	by	rebel	forces	and	afterwards	occupied	by	the	forces	of	the	United	States,	shall	be	deemed	captives	of	war,	and	shall	be	forever	free	of	their	servitude,	and	not	again	held	as	slaves."[56]	However,	Lincoln's	position	continued	to	be	that,	although	Congress	lacked	the	power	to	free	the	slaves	in	rebel-held	states,	he,	as	commander	in	chief,
could	do	so	if	he	deemed	it	a	proper	military	measure.[57]	By	this	time,	in	the	summer	of	1862,	Lincoln	had	drafted	the	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	which	he	issued	on	September	22,	1862.	It	declared	that,	on	January	1,	1863,	he	would	free	the	slaves	in	states	still	in	rebellion.[58]	Carte	de	visite	image	of	Peter,	taken	in	Baton	Rouge
spring	1863;	widely	distributed	by	abolitionists	to	expose	the	brutality	of	slavery	Abolitionists	had	long	been	urging	Lincoln	to	free	all	slaves.	In	the	summer	of	1862,	Republican	editor	Horace	Greeley	of	the	highly	influential	New-York	Tribune	wrote	a	famous	editorial	entitled	"The	Prayer	of	Twenty	Millions"	demanding	a	more	aggressive	attack	on
the	Confederacy	and	faster	emancipation	of	the	slaves:	"On	the	face	of	this	wide	earth,	Mr.	President,	there	is	not	one	...	intelligent	champion	of	the	Union	cause	who	does	not	feel	...	that	the	rebellion,	if	crushed	tomorrow,	would	be	renewed	if	slavery	were	left	in	full	vigor	and	that	every	hour	of	deference	to	slavery	is	an	hour	of	added	and	deepened
peril	to	the	Union."[59]	Lincoln	responded	in	his	open	letter	to	Horace	Greeley	of	August	22,	1862:	If	there	be	those	who	would	not	save	the	Union,	unless	they	could	at	the	same	time	save	slavery,	I	do	not	agree	with	them.	If	there	be	those	who	would	not	save	the	Union	unless	they	could	at	the	same	time	destroy	slavery,	I	do	not	agree	with	them.	My
paramount	object	in	this	struggle	is	to	save	the	Union,	and	is	not	either	to	save	or	to	destroy	slavery.	If	I	could	save	the	Union	without	freeing	any	slave	I	would	do	it,	and	if	I	could	save	it	by	freeing	all	the	slaves	I	would	do	it;	and	if	I	could	save	it	by	freeing	some	and	leaving	others	alone	I	would	also	do	that.	What	I	do	about	slavery,	and	the	colored
race,	I	do	because	I	believe	it	helps	to	save	the	Union;	and	what	I	forbear,	I	forbear	because	I	do	not	believe	it	would	help	to	save	the	Union....	I	have	here	stated	my	purpose	according	to	my	view	of	official	duty;	and	I	intend	no	modification	of	my	oft-expressed	personal	wish	that	all	men	everywhere	could	be	free.[60]	Lincoln	scholar	Harold	Holzer
wrote	about	Lincoln's	letter:	"Unknown	to	Greeley,	Lincoln	composed	this	after	he	had	already	drafted	a	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	which	he	had	determined	to	issue	after	the	next	Union	military	victory.	Therefore,	this	letter,	was	in	truth,	an	attempt	to	position	the	impending	announcement	in	terms	of	saving	the	Union,	not	freeing
slaves	as	a	humanitarian	gesture.	It	was	one	of	Lincoln's	most	skillful	public	relations	efforts,	even	if	it	has	cast	longstanding	doubt	on	his	sincerity	as	a	liberator."[58]	Historian	Richard	Striner	argues	that	"for	years"	Lincoln's	letter	has	been	misread	as	"Lincoln	only	wanted	to	save	the	Union."[61]	However,	within	the	context	of	Lincoln's	entire	career
and	pronouncements	on	slavery	this	interpretation	is	wrong,	according	to	Striner.	Rather,	Lincoln	was	softening	the	strong	Northern	white	supremacist	opposition	to	his	imminent	emancipation	by	tying	it	to	the	cause	of	the	Union.	This	opposition	would	fight	for	the	Union	but	not	to	end	slavery,	so	Lincoln	gave	them	the	means	and	motivation	to	do
both,	at	the	same	time.[61]	In	effect,	then,	Lincoln	may	have	already	chosen	the	third	option	he	mentioned	to	Greeley:	"freeing	some	and	leaving	others	alone";	that	is,	freeing	slaves	in	the	states	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863,	but	leaving	enslaved	those	in	the	border	states	and	Union-occupied	areas.	Nevertheless,	in	the	Preliminary
Emancipation	Proclamation	itself,	Lincoln	said	that	he	would	recommend	to	Congress	that	it	compensate	states	that	"adopt,	immediate,	or	gradual	abolishment	of	slavery".	In	addition,	during	the	hundred	days	between	September	22,	1862,	when	he	issued	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation,	and	January	1,	1863,	when	he	issued	the	Final
Emancipation	Proclamation,	Lincoln	took	actions	that	suggest	that	he	continued	to	consider	the	first	option	he	mentioned	to	Greeley	—	saving	the	Union	without	freeing	any	slave	—	a	possibility.	Historian	William	W.	Freehling	wrote,	"From	mid-October	to	mid-November	1862,	he	sent	personal	envoys	to	Louisiana,	Tennessee,	and	Arkansas".[62][63]
Each	of	these	envoys	carried	with	him	a	letter	from	Lincoln	stating	that	if	the	people	of	their	state	desired	"to	avoid	the	unsatisfactory"	terms	of	the	Final	Emancipation	Proclamation	"and	to	have	peace	again	upon	the	old	terms"	(i.e.,	with	slavery	intact),	they	should	rally	"the	largest	number	of	the	people	possible"	to	vote	in	"elections	of	members	to
the	Congress	of	the	United	States	...	friendly	to	their	object".[64]	Later,	in	his	Annual	Message	to	Congress	of	December	1,	1862,	Lincoln	proposed	an	amendment	to	the	U.S.	Constitution	providing	that	any	state	that	abolished	slavery	before	January	1,	1900,	would	receive	compensation	from	the	United	States	in	the	form	of	interest-bearing	U.S.
bonds.	Adoption	of	this	amendment,	in	theory,	could	have	ended	the	war	without	ever	permanently	ending	slavery,	because	the	amendment	provided,	"Any	State	having	received	bonds	...	and	afterwards	reintroducing	or	tolerating	slavery	therein,	shall	refund	to	the	United	States	the	bonds	so	received,	or	the	value	thereof,	and	all	interest	paid
thereon".[65]	In	his	2014	book,	Lincoln's	Gamble,	journalist	and	historian	Todd	Brewster	asserted	that	Lincoln's	desire	to	reassert	the	saving	of	the	Union	as	his	sole	war	goal	was,	in	fact,	crucial	to	his	claim	of	legal	authority	for	emancipation.	Since	slavery	was	protected	by	the	Constitution,	the	only	way	that	he	could	free	the	slaves	was	as	a	tactic	of
war—not	as	the	mission	itself.[66]	But	that	carried	the	risk	that	when	the	war	ended,	so	would	the	justification	for	freeing	the	slaves.	Late	in	1862,	Lincoln	asked	his	Attorney	General,	Edward	Bates,	for	an	opinion	as	to	whether	slaves	freed	through	a	war-related	proclamation	of	emancipation	could	be	re-enslaved	once	the	war	was	over.	Bates	had	to
work	through	the	language	of	the	Dred	Scott	decision	to	arrive	at	an	answer,	but	he	finally	concluded	that	they	could	indeed	remain	free.	Still,	a	complete	end	to	slavery	would	require	a	constitutional	amendment.[67]	Conflicting	advice	as	to	whether	to	free	the	slaves	was	presented	to	Lincoln	in	public	and	private.	Thomas	Nast,	a	cartoon	artist	during
the	Civil	War	and	the	late	1800s	considered	"Father	of	the	American	Cartoon",	composed	many	works,	including	a	two-sided	spread	that	showed	the	transition	from	slavery	into	civilization	after	President	Lincoln	signed	the	Proclamation.	Nast	believed	in	equal	opportunity	and	equality	for	all	people,	including	enslaved	Africans	or	free	blacks.	A	mass
rally	in	Chicago	on	September	7,	1862,	demanded	immediate	and	universal	emancipation	of	slaves.	A	delegation	headed	by	William	W.	Patton	met	the	president	at	the	White	House	on	September	13.	Lincoln	had	declared	in	peacetime	that	he	had	no	constitutional	authority	to	free	the	slaves.	Even	used	as	a	war	power,	emancipation	was	a	risky
political	act.	Public	opinion	as	a	whole	was	against	it.[68]	There	would	be	strong	opposition	among	Copperhead	Democrats	and	an	uncertain	reaction	from	loyal	border	states.	Delaware	and	Maryland	already	had	a	high	percentage	of	free	blacks:	91.2%	and	49.7%,	respectively,	in	1860.[69]	English	Wikisource	has	original	text	related	to	this	article:
The	Emancipation	Proclamation	Eastman	Johnson	(American,	1824–1906)	–	A	Ride	for	Liberty	–	The	Fugitive	Slaves,	c. 1862	Lincoln	first	discussed	the	proclamation	with	his	cabinet	in	July	1862.	He	drafted	his	preliminary	proclamation	and	read	it	to	Secretary	of	State	William	Seward	and	Secretary	of	the	Navy	Gideon	Welles,	on	July	13.	Seward	and
Welles	were	at	first	speechless,	then	Seward	referred	to	possible	anarchy	throughout	the	South	and	resulting	foreign	intervention;	Welles	apparently	said	nothing.	On	July	22,	Lincoln	presented	it	to	his	entire	cabinet	as	something	he	had	determined	to	do	and	he	asked	their	opinion	on	wording.[70]	Although	Secretary	of	War	Edwin	Stanton	supported
it,	Seward	advised	Lincoln	to	issue	the	proclamation	after	a	major	Union	victory,	or	else	it	would	appear	as	if	the	Union	was	giving	"its	last	shriek	of	retreat".[71]	Walter	Stahr,	however,	writes,	"There	are	contemporary	sources,	however,	that	suggest	others	were	involved	in	the	decision	to	delay",	and	Stahr	quotes	them.[72]	In	September	1862,	the
Battle	of	Antietam	gave	Lincoln	the	victory	he	needed	to	issue	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.	In	the	battle,	though	the	Union	suffered	heavier	losses	than	the	Confederates	and	General	McClellan	allowed	the	escape	of	Robert	E.	Lee's	retreating	troops,	Union	forces	turned	back	a	Confederate	invasion	of	Maryland,	eliminating	more	than	a
quarter	of	Lee's	army	in	the	process.	This	marked	a	turning	point	in	the	Civil	War.	1864	reproduction	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	from	the	Library	of	Congress	Prints	and	Photographs	Division	On	September	22,	1862,	five	days	after	Antietam,	and	while	residing	at	the	Soldier's	Home,	Lincoln	called	his	cabinet	into	session	and	issued	the
Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation.[73]	According	to	Civil	War	historian	James	M.	McPherson,	Lincoln	told	cabinet	members,	"I	made	a	solemn	vow	before	God,	that	if	General	Lee	was	driven	back	from	Pennsylvania,	I	would	crown	the	result	by	the	declaration	of	freedom	to	the	slaves."[74][75]	Lincoln	had	first	shown	an	early	draft	of	the
proclamation	to	Vice	President	Hannibal	Hamlin,[76]	an	ardent	abolitionist,	who	was	more	often	kept	in	the	dark	on	presidential	decisions.	Lincoln	issued	the	final	proclamation,	as	he	had	promised	in	the	preliminary	proclamation,	on	January	1,	1863.	Although	implicitly	granted	authority	by	Congress,	Lincoln	used	his	powers	as	Commander-in-Chief
of	the	Army	and	Navy	to	issue	the	proclamation	"as	a	necessary	war	measure."	Therefore,	it	was	not	the	equivalent	of	a	statute	enacted	by	Congress	or	a	constitutional	amendment,	because	Lincoln	or	a	subsequent	president	could	revoke	it.	One	week	after	issuing	the	final	Proclamation,	Lincoln	wrote	to	Major	General	John	McClernand:	"After	the
commencement	of	hostilities	I	struggled	nearly	a	year	and	a	half	to	get	along	without	touching	the	'institution';	and	when	finally	I	conditionally	determined	to	touch	it,	I	gave	a	hundred	days	fair	notice	of	my	purpose,	to	all	the	States	and	people,	within	which	time	they	could	have	turned	it	wholly	aside,	by	simply	again	becoming	good	citizens	of	the
United	States.	They	chose	to	disregard	it,	and	I	made	the	peremptory	proclamation	on	what	appeared	to	me	to	be	a	military	necessity.	And	being	made,	it	must	stand".	Lincoln	continued,	however,	that	the	states	included	in	the	proclamation	could	"adopt	systems	of	apprenticeship	for	the	colored	people,	conforming	substantially	to	the	most	approved
plans	of	gradual	emancipation;	and	...	they	may	be	nearly	as	well	off,	in	this	respect,	as	if	the	present	trouble	had	not	occurred".	He	concluded	by	asking	McClernand	not	to	"make	this	letter	public".[77][78]	A	printed	broadside	recruiting	men	of	color	to	enlist	in	the	U.S.	military	after	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	1863	(Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania).	Initially,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	effectively	freed	only	a	small	percentage	of	the	slaves,	namely	those	who	were	behind	Union	lines	in	areas	not	exempted.	Most	slaves	were	still	behind	Confederate	lines	or	in	exempted	Union-occupied	areas.	Secretary	of	State	William	H.	Seward	commented,	"We	show	our	sympathy	with	slavery
by	emancipating	slaves	where	we	cannot	reach	them	and	holding	them	in	bondage	where	we	can	set	them	free."	Had	any	slave	state	ended	its	secession	attempt	before	January	1,	1863,	it	could	have	kept	slavery,	at	least	temporarily.	The	Proclamation	freed	the	slaves	only	in	areas	of	the	South	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863.	But	as	the
Union	army	advanced	into	the	South,	slaves	fled	to	behind	its	lines,	and	"[s]hortly	after	issuing	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	the	Lincoln	administration	lifted	the	ban	on	enticing	slaves	into	Union	lines."[79]	These	events	contributed	to	the	destruction	of	slavery.	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	also	allowed	for	the	enrollment	of	freed	slaves	into	the
United	States	military.	During	the	war	nearly	200,000	black	men,	most	of	them	ex-slaves,	joined	the	Union	Army.[80]	Their	contributions	were	significant	in	winning	the	war.	The	Confederacy	did	not	allow	slaves	in	their	army	as	soldiers	until	the	last	month	before	its	defeat.[81]	Though	the	counties	of	Virginia	that	were	soon	to	form	West	Virginia
were	specifically	exempted	from	the	Proclamation	(Jefferson	County	being	the	only	exception),	a	condition	of	the	state's	admittance	to	the	Union	was	that	its	constitution	provide	for	the	gradual	abolition	of	slavery	(an	immediate	emancipation	of	all	slaves	was	also	adopted	there	in	early	1865).	Slaves	in	the	border	states	of	Maryland	and	Missouri	were
also	emancipated	by	separate	state	action	before	the	Civil	War	ended.	In	Maryland,	a	new	state	constitution	abolishing	slavery	in	the	state	went	into	effect	on	November	1,	1864.	The	Union-occupied	counties	of	eastern	Virginia	and	the	allegedly	pro-Union	parishes	of	Louisiana,	which	had	been	exempted	from	the	Proclamation,	both	adopted	state
constitutions	that	abolished	slavery	in	April	1864.[8][9]	[82][83]	In	early	1865,	Tennessee	adopted	an	amendment	to	its	constitution	prohibiting	slavery.[84][85]	Further	information:	Slave	states	and	free	states	The	moment	the	proclamation	was	signed,	portrayed	by	Lee	Lawrie	in	Lincoln,	Nebraska	The	Proclamation	was	issued	in	a	preliminary



version	and	a	final	version.	The	former,	issued	on	September	22,	1862,	was	a	preliminary	announcement	outlining	the	intent	of	the	latter,	which	took	effect	100	days	later	on	January	1,	1863,	during	the	second	year	of	the	Civil	War.	The	preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	Abraham	Lincoln's	declaration	that	all	slaves	would	be	permanently
freed	in	all	areas	of	the	Confederacy	that	were	still	in	rebellion	on	January	1,	1863.	The	ten	affected	states	were	individually	named	in	the	final	Emancipation	Proclamation	(South	Carolina,	Mississippi,	Florida,	Alabama,	Georgia,	Louisiana,	Texas,	Virginia,	Arkansas,	North	Carolina).	Not	included	were	the	Union	slave	states	of	Maryland,	Delaware,
Missouri	and	Kentucky.	Also	not	named	was	the	state	of	Tennessee,	in	which	a	Union-controlled	military	government	had	already	been	set	up,	based	in	the	capital,	Nashville.	Specific	exemptions	were	stated	for	areas	also	under	Union	control	on	January	1,	1863,	namely	48	counties	that	would	soon	become	West	Virginia,	seven	other	named	counties	of
Virginia	including	Berkeley	and	Hampshire	counties,	which	were	soon	added	to	West	Virginia,	New	Orleans	and	13	named	parishes	nearby.[86]	Union-occupied	areas	of	the	Confederate	states	where	the	proclamation	was	put	into	immediate	effect	by	local	commanders	included	Winchester,	Virginia,[87]	Corinth,	Mississippi,[88]	the	Sea	Islands	along
the	coasts	of	the	Carolinas	and	Georgia,[89]	Key	West,	Florida,[90]	and	Port	Royal,	South	Carolina.[91]	A	photograph	of	two	children	who	likely,	were	recently	emancipated	–	circa	1870	"Scene	Along	the	Route"	from	a	Philadelphia	Inquirer	correspondent	(possibly	U.H.	Painter[92])	embedded	with	the	Army	of	the	Potomac,	The	Indiana	Progress,	June
1,	1864	On	New	Year's	Eve	in	1862,	African	Americans	–	enslaved	and	free	–	gathered	across	the	United	States	to	hold	Watch	Night	ceremonies	for	"Freedom's	Eve",	looking	toward	the	stroke	of	midnight	and	the	promised	fulfillment	of	the	Proclamation.[93]	It	has	been	inaccurately	claimed	that	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	did	not	free	a	single
slave;[94]	historian	Lerone	Bennett	Jr.	alleged	that	the	proclamation	was	a	hoax	deliberately	designed	not	to	free	any	slaves.[95]	However,	as	a	result	of	the	Proclamation,	most	slaves	became	free	during	the	course	of	the	war,	beginning	on	the	day	it	took	effect;	eyewitness	accounts	at	places	such	as	Hilton	Head	Island,	South	Carolina,[96]	and	Port
Royal,	South	Carolina[91]	record	celebrations	on	January	1	as	thousands	of	blacks	were	informed	of	their	new	legal	status	of	freedom.	"Estimates	of	the	number	of	slaves	freed	immediately	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	are	uncertain.	One	contemporary	estimate	put	the	'contraband'	population	of	Union-occupied	North	Carolina	at	10,000,	and	the
Sea	Islands	of	South	Carolina	also	had	a	substantial	population.	Those	20,000	slaves	were	freed	immediately	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation."[97][98]	This	Union-occupied	zone	where	freedom	began	at	once	included	parts	of	eastern	North	Carolina,	the	Mississippi	Valley,	northern	Alabama,	the	Shenandoah	Valley	of	Virginia,	a	large	part	of
Arkansas,	and	the	Sea	Islands	of	Georgia	and	South	Carolina.[99]	Although	some	counties	of	Union-occupied	Virginia	were	exempted	from	the	Proclamation,	the	lower	Shenandoah	Valley	and	the	area	around	Alexandria	were	covered.[97]	Emancipation	was	immediately	enforced	as	Union	soldiers	advanced	into	the	Confederacy.	Slaves	fled	their
masters	and	were	often	assisted	by	Union	soldiers.[100]	On	the	other	hand,	Robert	Gould	Shaw	wrote	to	his	mother	on	September	25,	1862,	"So	the	'Proclamation	of	Emancipation'	has	come	at	last,	or	rather,	its	forerunner.	I	suppose	you	all	are	very	much	excited	about	it.	For	my	part,	I	can't	see	what	practical	good	it	can	do	now.	Wherever	our	army
has	been,	there	remain	no	slaves,	and	the	Proclamation	will	not	free	them	where	we	don't	go."	Ten	days	later,	he	wrote	her	again,	"Don't	imagine,	from	what	I	said	in	my	last	that	I	thought	Mr.	Lincoln's	'Emancipation	Proclamation'	not	right	...	but	still,	as	a	war-measure,	I	don't	see	the	immediate	benefit	of	it,	...	as	the	slaves	are	sure	of	being	free	at
any	rate,	with	or	without	an	Emancipation	Act."[101]	Booker	T.	Washington,	as	a	boy	of	9	in	Virginia,	remembered	the	day	in	early	1865:[102]	As	the	great	day	drew	nearer,	there	was	more	singing	in	the	slave	quarters	than	usual.	It	was	bolder,	had	more	ring,	and	lasted	later	into	the	night.	Most	of	the	verses	of	the	plantation	songs	had	some
reference	to	freedom....	[S]ome	man	who	seemed	to	be	a	stranger	(a	United	States	officer,	I	presume)	made	a	little	speech	and	then	read	a	rather	long	paper—the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	I	think.	After	the	reading	we	were	told	that	we	were	all	free,	and	could	go	when	and	where	we	pleased.	My	mother,	who	was	standing	by	my	side,	leaned	over
and	kissed	her	children,	while	tears	of	joy	ran	down	her	cheeks.	She	explained	to	us	what	it	all	meant,	that	this	was	the	day	for	which	she	had	been	so	long	praying,	but	fearing	that	she	would	never	live	to	see.	Winslow	Homer	1876	–	"A	Visit	from	the	Old	Mistress"	depicts	a	tense	meeting	between	a	group	of	newly	freed	slaves	and	their	former
slaveholder	–	Smithsonian	Museum	of	American	Art	Runaway	slaves	who	had	escaped	to	Union	lines	had	previously	been	held	by	the	Union	Army	as	"contraband	of	war"	under	the	Confiscation	Acts.	The	Sea	Islands	off	the	coast	of	Georgia	had	been	occupied	by	the	Union	Navy	earlier	in	the	war.	The	whites	had	fled	to	the	mainland	while	the	blacks
stayed.	An	early	program	of	Reconstruction	was	set	up	for	the	former	slaves,	including	schools	and	training.	Naval	officers	read	the	proclamation	and	told	them	they	were	free.[89]	Slaves	had	been	part	of	the	"engine	of	war"	for	the	Confederacy.	They	produced	and	prepared	food;	sewed	uniforms;	repaired	railways;	worked	on	farms	and	in	factories,
shipping	yards,	and	mines;	built	fortifications;	and	served	as	hospital	workers	and	common	laborers.	News	of	the	Proclamation	spread	rapidly	by	word	of	mouth,	arousing	hopes	of	freedom,	creating	general	confusion,	and	encouraging	thousands	to	escape	to	Union	lines.[103][page	needed]	George	Washington	Albright,	a	teenage	slave	in	Mississippi,
recalled	that	like	many	of	his	fellow	slaves,	his	father	escaped	to	join	Union	forces.	According	to	Albright,	plantation	owners	tried	to	keep	news	of	the	Proclamation	from	slaves,	but	they	learned	of	it	through	the	grapevine.	The	young	slave	became	a	"runner"	for	an	informal	group	they	called	the	4Ls	("Lincoln's	Legal	Loyal	League")	bringing	news	of
the	proclamation	to	secret	slave	meetings	at	plantations	throughout	the	region.[104]	Confederate	general	Robert	E.	Lee	saw	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	a	way	for	the	Union	to	increase	the	number	of	soldiers	it	could	place	on	the	field,	making	it	imperative	for	the	Confederacy	to	increase	its	own	numbers.	Writing	on	the	matter	after	the	sack	of
Fredericksburg,	Lee	wrote,	"In	view	of	the	vast	increase	of	the	forces	of	the	enemy,	of	the	savage	and	brutal	policy	he	has	proclaimed,	which	leaves	us	no	alternative	but	success	or	degradation	worse	than	death,	if	we	would	save	the	honor	of	our	families	from	pollution	[and]	our	social	system	from	destruction,	let	every	effort	be	made,	every	means	be
employed,	to	fill	and	maintain	the	ranks	of	our	armies,	until	God	in	his	mercy	shall	bless	us	with	the	establishment	of	our	independence."[105][106][page	needed]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	marked	a	significant	turning	point	in	the	war	as	it	made	the	goal	of	the	North	not	only	preserving	the	Union,	but	also	freeing	the	slaves.[107]	The
Proclamation	also	rallied	support	from	abolitionists	and	Europeans,	while	encouraging	enslaved	individuals	to	escape	to	the	North.	This	weakened	the	South's	labor	force	while	bolstering	the	North's	ranks.[108]	This	section	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources	in	this	section.
Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.	(September	2020)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	message)	"Abe	Lincoln's	Last	Card;	Or,	Rouge-et-Noir"	(Red	and	Black),	a	cartoon	by	John	Tenniel	printed	by	Punch[109]	after	the	London	Times	wrote	in	October	1862	that	Lincoln	had	played	his	"last	card"	in	issuing	the	Proclamation.[110]
[111]	Lincoln's	hair	is	in	points,	suggesting	horns.	The	cartoon	was	reprinted	often	in	the	Copperhead	press.[112][113][page	needed]	The	Proclamation	was	immediately	denounced	by	Copperhead	Democrats,	who	opposed	the	war	and	advocated	restoring	the	union	by	allowing	slavery.	Horatio	Seymour,	while	running	for	governor	of	New	York,	cast
the	Emancipation	Proclamation	as	a	call	for	slaves	to	commit	extreme	acts	of	violence	on	all	white	southerners,	saying	it	was	"a	proposal	for	the	butchery	of	women	and	children,	for	scenes	of	lust	and	rapine,	and	of	arson	and	murder,	which	would	invoke	the	interference	of	civilized	Europe".[114]	The	Copperheads	also	saw	the	Proclamation	as	an
unconstitutional	abuse	of	presidential	power.	Editor	Henry	A.	Reeves	wrote	in	Greenport's	Republican	Watchman	that	"In	the	name	of	freedom	for	Negroes,	[the	proclamation]	imperils	the	liberty	of	white	men;	to	test	an	utopian	theory	of	equality	of	races	which	Nature,	History	and	Experience	alike	condemn	as	monstrous,	it	overturns	the	Constitution
and	Civil	Laws	and	sets	up	Military	Usurpation	in	their	stead."[114]	Racism	remained	pervasive	on	both	sides	of	the	conflict	and	many	in	the	North	supported	the	war	only	as	an	effort	to	force	the	South	to	stay	in	the	Union.	The	promises	of	many	Republican	politicians	that	the	war	was	to	restore	the	Union	and	not	about	black	rights	or	ending	slavery
were	declared	lies	by	their	opponents,	who	cited	the	Proclamation.	In	Columbiana,	Ohio,	Copperhead	David	Allen	told	a	crowd,	"Now	fellow	Democrats	I	ask	you	if	you	are	going	to	be	forced	into	a	war	against	your	Britheren	of	the	Southern	States	for	the	Negro.	I	answer	No!"[115]	The	Copperheads	saw	the	Proclamation	as	irrefutable	proof	of	their
position	and	the	beginning	of	a	political	rise	for	their	members;	in	Connecticut,	H.	B.	Whiting	wrote	that	the	truth	was	now	plain	even	to	"those	stupid	thickheaded	persons	who	persisted	in	thinking	that	the	President	was	a	conservative	man	and	that	the	war	was	for	the	restoration	of	the	Union	under	the	Constitution."[115]	War	Democrats,	who
rejected	the	Copperhead	position	within	their	party,	found	themselves	in	a	quandary.	While	throughout	the	war	they	had	continued	to	espouse	the	racist	positions	of	their	party	and	their	disdain	of	the	concerns	of	slaves,	they	did	see	the	Proclamation	as	a	viable	military	tool	against	the	South	and	worried	that	opposing	it	might	demoralize	troops	in	the
Union	army.	The	question	would	continue	to	trouble	them	and	eventually	lead	to	a	split	within	their	party	as	the	war	progressed.[115]	Lincoln	further	alienated	many	in	the	Union	two	days	after	issuing	the	Preliminary	Emancipation	Proclamation	by	suspending	habeas	corpus.	His	opponents	linked	these	two	actions	in	their	claims	that	he	was
becoming	a	despot.	In	light	of	this	and	a	lack	of	military	success	for	the	Union	armies,	many	War	Democrat	voters	who	had	previously	supported	Lincoln	turned	against	him	and	joined	the	Copperheads	in	the	off-year	elections	held	in	October	and	November.[115]	In	the	1862	elections,	the	Democrats	gained	28	seats	in	the	House	as	well	as	the
governorship	of	New	York.	Lincoln's	friend	Orville	Hickman	Browning	told	the	president	that	the	Proclamation	and	the	suspension	of	habeas	corpus	had	been	"disastrous"	for	his	party	by	handing	the	Democrats	so	many	weapons.	Lincoln	made	no	response.	Copperhead	William	Jarvis	of	Connecticut	pronounced	the	election	the	"beginning	of	the	end	of
the	utter	downfall	of	Abolitionism".[116]	Historians	James	M.	McPherson	and	Allan	Nevins	state	that	though	the	results	looked	very	troubling,	they	could	be	seen	favorably	by	Lincoln;	his	opponents	did	well	only	in	their	historic	strongholds	and	"at	the	national	level	their	gains	in	the	House	were	the	smallest	of	any	minority	party's	in	an	off-year
election	in	nearly	a	generation.	Michigan,	California,	and	Iowa	all	went	Republican....	Moreover,	the	Republicans	picked	up	five	seats	in	the	Senate."[116]	McPherson	states,	"If	the	election	was	in	any	sense	a	referendum	on	emancipation	and	on	Lincoln's	conduct	of	the	war,	a	majority	of	Northern	voters	endorsed	these	policies."[116]	"NEGROES
LEAVING	THEIR	HOME:	The	view	on	page	237	illustrates	a	phase	of	the	war	which	the	rebels	have	found	it	difficult	to	contemplate	with	any	complacency.	The	exodus	of	the	slaves	from	the	bondage	which	has	so	long	oppressed	them	has	been	steady	and	continuous	from	the	moment	the	first	blow	was	struck	against	the	national	honor,	and	it	still
goes	on,	hundreds	and	thousands	of	the	poor,	outraged	creatures	cowing	weekly	into	tho	Union	lines	at	all	points	in	the	field.	Our	sketch	gives	an	admirable	view	of	the	desolation	which	surrounds	the	homes	of	the	negroes,	and	the	heartiness	and	energy	with	which	they	make	their	way	to	freedom	upon	the	slightest	opportunity.	The	Federal	gun-boat,
it	will	be	seen,	lies	far	out	at	sea,	but	the	sharp	eyes	of	the	waiting,	watching	bondmen	have	caught	sight	of	the	flag	she	carries;	they	know	there	is	shelter	under	it	for	them,	and	launching	their	little	boat,	they	carefully	put	the	aged	and	infirm,	with	their	few	more	valuable	effects,	aboard,	and,	with	a	pang,	it	may	be,	at	leaving	their	rude	home,	but
with	hope	and	joy	in	their	hearts	at	the	prospect	of	deliverance,	pull	away	from	the	shore,	which	henceforth	is	to	be	to	them	only	a	dark	dreary	line	marking	a	yet	darker	past.	There	is	pathos	as	well	as	history	in	the	picture."	(Harper's	Weekly,	April	9,	1864)	The	initial	Confederate	response	was	outrage.	The	Proclamation	was	seen	as	vindication	of	the
rebellion	and	proof	that	Lincoln	would	have	abolished	slavery	even	if	the	states	had	remained	in	the	Union.[117]	It	intensified	the	fear	of	slaves	revolting	and	undermined	morale,	especially	spurring	fear	among	slave	owners	who	saw	it	as	a	threat	to	their	business.[118]	In	an	August	1863	letter	to	President	Lincoln,	U.S.	Army	general	Ulysses	S.	Grant
observed	that	the	proclamation's	"arming	the	negro",	together	with	"the	emancipation	of	the	negro,	is	the	heavyest	[sic]	blow	yet	given	the	Confederacy.	The	South	rave	a	greatdeel	[sic]	about	it	and	profess	to	be	very	angry."[119]	In	May	1863,	a	few	months	after	the	Proclamation	took	effect,	the	Confederacy	passed	a	law	demanding	"full	and	ample
retaliation"	against	the	U.S.	for	such	measures.	The	Confederacy	stated	that	black	U.S.	soldiers	captured	while	fighting	against	the	Confederacy	would	be	tried	as	slave	insurrectionists	in	civil	courts—a	capital	offense	with	an	automatic	sentence	of	death.	Less	than	a	year	after	the	law's	passage,	the	Confederates	massacred	black	U.S.	soldiers	at	Fort
Pillow.[120]	Confederate	President	Jefferson	Davis	reacted	to	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	with	outrage	and	in	an	address	to	the	Confederate	Congress	on	January	12	threatened	to	send	any	U.S.	military	officer	captured	in	Confederate	territory	covered	by	the	proclamation	to	state	authorities	to	be	charged	with	"exciting	servile	insurrection",
which	was	a	capital	offense.[121]	Confederate	General	Robert	E.	Lee	called	the	Proclamation	a	"savage	and	brutal	policy	he	has	proclaimed,	which	leaves	us	no	alternative	but	success	or	degradation	worse	than	death."[122]	However,	some	Confederates	welcomed	the	Proclamation,	because	they	believed	it	would	strengthen	pro-slavery	sentiment	in
the	Confederacy	and	thus	lead	to	greater	enlistment	of	white	men	into	the	Confederate	army.	According	to	one	Confederate	cavalry	sergeant	from	Kentucky,	"The	Proclamation	is	worth	three	hundred	thousand	soldiers	to	our	Government	at	least....	It	shows	exactly	what	this	war	was	brought	about	for	and	the	intention	of	its	damnable	authors."[123]
Even	some	Union	soldiers	concurred	with	this	view	and	expressed	reservations	about	the	Proclamation,	not	on	principle,	but	rather	because	they	were	afraid	it	would	increase	the	Confederacy's	determination	to	fight	on	and	maintain	slavery.	One	Union	soldier	from	New	York	stated	worryingly	after	the	Proclamation's	issuance,	"I	know	enough	of	the
southern	spirit	that	I	think	they	will	fight	for	the	institution	of	slavery	even	to	extermination."[124]	As	a	result	of	the	Proclamation,	the	price	of	slaves	in	the	Confederacy	increased	in	the	months	after	its	issuance,	with	one	Confederate	from	South	Carolina	opining	in	1865	that	"now	is	the	time	for	Uncle	to	buy	some	negro	women	and	children...."[125]
As	Lincoln	had	hoped,	the	proclamation	turned	foreign	popular	opinion	in	favor	of	the	Union	by	gaining	the	support	of	anti-slavery	countries	and	countries	that	had	already	abolished	slavery	(especially	the	developed	countries	in	Europe	such	as	the	United	Kingdom	and	France).	This	shift	ended	the	Confederacy's	hopes	of	gaining	official	recognition.
[126]	Since	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	made	the	eradication	of	slavery	an	explicit	Union	war	goal,	it	linked	support	for	the	South	to	support	for	slavery.	Public	opinion	in	Britain	would	not	tolerate	support	for	slavery.	As	Henry	Adams	noted,	"The	Emancipation	Proclamation	has	done	more	for	us	than	all	our	former	victories	and	all	our	diplomacy."
In	Italy,	Giuseppe	Garibaldi	hailed	Lincoln	as	"the	heir	of	the	aspirations	of	John	Brown".	On	August	6,	1863,	Garibaldi	wrote	to	Lincoln:	"Posterity	will	call	you	the	great	emancipator,	a	more	enviable	title	than	any	crown	could	be,	and	greater	than	any	merely	mundane	treasure".[127]	Mayor	Abel	Haywood,	a	representative	for	workers	from
Manchester,	England,	wrote	to	Lincoln	saying,	"We	joyfully	honor	you	for	many	decisive	steps	toward	practically	exemplifying	your	belief	in	the	words	of	your	great	founders:	'All	men	are	created	free	and	equal.'"[128]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	served	to	ease	tensions	with	Europe	over	the	North's	conduct	of	the	war,	and	combined	with	the
recent	failed	Southern	offensive	at	Antietam,	to	remove	any	practical	chance	for	the	Confederacy	to	receive	foreign	military	intervention	in	the	war.[129]	However,	in	spite	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	arms	sales	to	the	Confederacy	through	blockade	running,	from	British	firms	and	dealers,	continued,	with	knowledge	of	the	British	government.
[130]	The	Confederacy	was	able	to	sustain	the	fight	for	two	more	years	largely	thanks	to	the	weapons	supplied	by	British	blockade	runners.	As	a	result,	the	blockade	runners	operating	from	Britain	were	responsible	for	killing	400,000	additional	soldiers	and	civilians	on	both	sides.[131][132][133][134]	Lincoln's	Gettysburg	Address	on	November	19,
1863	made	indirect	reference	to	the	Proclamation	and	the	ending	of	slavery	as	a	war	goal	with	the	phrase	"new	birth	of	freedom".	The	Proclamation	solidified	Lincoln's	support	among	the	rapidly	growing	abolitionist	elements	of	the	Republican	Party	and	ensured	that	they	would	not	block	his	renomination	in	1864.[135][page	needed]	In	December
1863,	Lincoln	issued	his	Proclamation	of	Amnesty	and	Reconstruction,	which	dealt	with	the	ways	the	rebel	states	could	reconcile	with	the	Union.	Key	provisions	required	that	the	states	accept	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	and	thus	the	freedom	of	their	slaves,	and	accept	the	Confiscation	Acts,	as	well	as	the	Act	banning	slavery	in	United	States
territories.[136]	"Ambrotype	of	African	American	woman	with	flag,"	said	to	be	a	washerwoman	for	Union	troops	quartered	outside	Richmond,	Virginia	(Smithsonian	2005.0002.01)	Near	the	end	of	the	war,	abolitionists	were	concerned	that	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	would	be	construed	solely	as	a	war	measure,	as	Lincoln	intended,	and	would	no
longer	apply	once	fighting	ended.	They	also	were	increasingly	anxious	to	secure	the	freedom	of	all	slaves,	not	just	those	freed	by	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	Thus	pressed,	Lincoln	staked	a	large	part	of	his	1864	presidential	campaign	on	a	constitutional	amendment	to	abolish	slavery	throughout	the	United	States.	Lincoln's	campaign	was
bolstered	by	votes	in	both	Maryland	and	Missouri	to	abolish	slavery	in	those	states.	Maryland's	new	constitution	abolishing	slavery	took	effect	on	November	1,	1864.[137]	Slavery	in	Missouri	ended	on	January	11,	1865,	when	a	state	convention	approved	an	ordinance	abolishing	slavery	by	a	vote	of	60-4,[138]	and	later	the	same	day,	Governor	Thomas
C.	Fletcher	followed	up	with	his	own	"Proclamation	of	Freedom."[139]	Winning	re-election,	Lincoln	pressed	the	lame	duck	38th	Congress	to	pass	the	proposed	amendment	immediately	rather	than	wait	for	the	incoming	39th	Congress	to	convene.	In	January	1865,	Congress	sent	to	the	state	legislatures	for	ratification	what	became	the	Thirteenth
Amendment,	banning	slavery	in	all	U.S.	states	and	territories,	except	as	punishment	for	a	crime.	The	amendment	was	ratified	by	the	legislatures	of	enough	states	by	December	6,	1865,	and	proclaimed	12	days	later.	There	were	approximately	40,000	slaves	in	Kentucky	and	1,000	in	Delaware	who	were	liberated	then.[140]	Further	information:
Abraham	Lincoln	and	slavery	Lincoln's	proclamation	has	been	called	"one	of	the	most	radical	emancipations	in	the	history	of	the	modern	world."[141]	Nonetheless,	as	over	the	years	American	society	continued	to	be	deeply	unfair	towards	black	people,	cynicism	towards	Lincoln	and	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	increased.	One	attack	was	Lerone
Bennett's	Forced	into	Glory:	Abraham	Lincoln's	White	Dream	(2000),	which	claimed	that	Lincoln	was	a	white	supremacist	who	issued	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	lieu	of	the	real	racial	reforms	for	which	radical	abolitionists	pushed.	To	this,	one	scholarly	review	states	that	"Few	Civil	War	scholars	take	Bennett	and	DiLorenzo	seriously,	pointing	to
their	narrow	political	agenda	and	faulty	research."[142]	In	his	Lincoln's	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Allen	C.	Guelzo	noted	professional	historians'	lack	of	substantial	respect	for	the	document,	since	it	has	been	the	subject	of	few	major	scholarly	studies.	He	argued	that	Lincoln	was	the	U.S.'s	"last	Enlightenment	politician"[143]	and	as	such	had
"allegiance	to	'reason,	cold,	calculating,	unimpassioned	reason'....	But	the	most	important	among	the	Enlightenment's	political	virtues	for	Lincoln,	and	for	his	Proclamation,	was	prudence".[144]	Other	historians	have	given	more	credit	to	Lincoln	for	what	he	accomplished	toward	ending	slavery	and	for	his	own	growth	in	political	and	moral	stature.
[145]	More	might	have	been	accomplished	if	he	had	not	been	assassinated.	As	Eric	Foner	wrote:	Lincoln	was	not	an	abolitionist	or	Radical	Republican,	a	point	Bennett	reiterates	innumerable	times.	He	did	not	favor	immediate	abolition	before	the	war,	and	held	racist	views	typical	of	his	time.	But	he	was	also	a	man	of	deep	convictions	when	it	came	to
slavery,	and	during	the	Civil	War	displayed	a	remarkable	capacity	for	moral	and	political	growth.[146]	Kal	Ashraf	wrote:	Perhaps	in	rejecting	the	critical	dualism—Lincoln	as	individual	emancipator	pitted	against	collective	self-emancipators—there	is	an	opportunity	to	recognise	the	greater	persuasiveness	of	the	combination.	In	a	sense,	yes:	a	racist,
flawed	Lincoln	did	something	heroic,	and	not	in	lieu	of	collective	participation,	but	next	to,	and	enabled,	by	it.	To	venerate	a	singular	'Great	Emancipator'	may	be	as	reductive	as	dismissing	the	significance	of	Lincoln's	actions.	Who	he	was	as	a	man,	no	one	of	us	can	ever	really	know.	So	it	is	that	the	version	of	Lincoln	we	keep	is	also	the	version	we
make.[147]	President	Barack	Obama	views	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	in	the	Oval	Office	hung	above	a	bust	of	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	in	2010	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	made	many	references	to	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	during	the	civil	rights	movement.	These	include	an	"Emancipation	Proclamation	Centennial	Address"	he	gave	in	New
York	City	on	September	12,	1962,	in	which	he	placed	the	Proclamation	alongside	the	Declaration	of	Independence	as	an	"imperishable"	contribution	to	civilization	and	added,	"All	tyrants,	past,	present	and	future,	are	powerless	to	bury	the	truths	in	these	declarations...."	He	lamented	that	despite	a	history	where	the	United	States	"proudly	professed
the	basic	principles	inherent	in	both	documents,"	it	"sadly	practiced	the	antithesis	of	these	principles."	He	concluded,	"There	is	but	one	way	to	commemorate	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	That	is	to	make	its	declarations	of	freedom	real;	to	reach	back	to	the	origins	of	our	nation	when	our	message	of	equality	electrified	an	unfree	world,	and	reaffirm
democracy	by	deeds	as	bold	and	daring	as	the	issuance	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation."[148]	King's	most	famous	invocation	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	in	a	speech	from	the	steps	of	the	Lincoln	Memorial	at	the	1963	March	on	Washington	for	Jobs	and	Freedom	(often	referred	to	as	the	"I	Have	a	Dream"	speech).	King	began	the	speech
saying	"Five	score	years	ago,	a	great	American,	in	whose	symbolic	shadow	we	stand,	signed	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	This	momentous	decree	came	as	a	great	beacon	light	of	hope	to	millions	of	Negro	slaves	who	had	been	seared	in	the	flames	of	withering	injustice.	It	came	as	a	joyous	daybreak	to	end	the	long	night	of	their	captivity.	But	one
hundred	years	later,	we	must	face	the	tragic	fact	that	the	Negro	still	is	not	free.	One	hundred	years	later,	the	life	of	the	Negro	is	still	sadly	crippled	by	the	manacles	of	segregation	and	the	chains	of	discrimination."[149]	Main	article:	Second	Emancipation	Proclamation	In	the	early	1960s,	Dr.	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.	and	his	associates	called	on
President	John	F.	Kennedy	to	bypass	Southern	segregationist	opposition	in	the	Congress	by	issuing	an	executive	order	to	put	an	end	to	segregation.[150]	This	envisioned	document	was	referred	to	as	the	"Second	Emancipation	Proclamation".	Kennedy,	however,	did	not	issue	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	"and	noticeably	avoided	all	centennial
celebrations	of	emancipation."	Historian	David	W.	Blight	points	out	that,	although	the	idea	of	an	executive	order	to	act	as	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	"has	been	virtually	forgotten,"	the	manifesto	that	King	and	his	associates	produced	calling	for	an	executive	order	showed	his	"close	reading	of	American	politics"	and	recalled	how	moral
leadership	could	have	an	effect	on	the	American	public	through	an	executive	order.	Despite	its	failure	"to	spur	a	second	Emancipation	Proclamation	from	the	White	House,	it	was	an	important	and	emphatic	attempt	to	combat	the	structured	forgetting	of	emancipation	latent	within	Civil	War	memory."[151]	On	June	11,	1963,	President	Kennedy	spoke
on	national	television	about	civil	rights.	Kennedy,	who	had	been	routinely	criticized	as	timid	by	some	civil	rights	activists,	reminded	Americans	that	two	black	students	had	been	peacefully	enrolled	in	the	University	of	Alabama	with	the	aid	of	the	National	Guard,	despite	the	opposition	of	Governor	George	Wallace.	John	Kennedy	called	it	a	"moral	issue."
[152]	Invoking	the	centennial	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	he	said,	One	hundred	years	of	delay	have	passed	since	President	Lincoln	freed	the	slaves,	yet	their	heirs,	their	grandsons,	are	not	fully	free.	They	are	not	yet	freed	from	the	bonds	of	injustice.	They	are	not	yet	freed	from	social	and	economic	oppression.	And	this	Nation,	for	all	its	hopes
and	all	its	boasts,	will	not	be	fully	free	until	all	its	citizens	are	free.	We	preach	freedom	around	the	world,	and	we	mean	it,	and	we	cherish	our	freedom	here	at	home,	but	are	we	to	say	to	the	world,	and	much	more	importantly,	to	each	other	that	this	is	a	land	of	the	free	except	for	the	Negroes;	that	we	have	no	second-class	citizens	except	Negroes;	that
we	have	no	class	or	caste	system,	no	ghettoes,	no	master	race	except	with	respect	to	Negroes?	Now	the	time	has	come	for	this	Nation	to	fulfill	its	promise.	The	events	in	Birmingham	and	elsewhere	have	so	increased	the	cries	for	equality	that	no	city	or	State	or	legislative	body	can	prudently	choose	to	ignore	them.[153]	In	the	same	speech,	Kennedy
announced	he	would	introduce	a	comprehensive	civil	rights	bill	in	the	United	States	Congress,	which	he	did	a	week	later.	Kennedy	pushed	for	its	passage	until	he	was	assassinated	on	November	22,	1963.	Historian	Peniel	E.	Joseph	holds	Lyndon	Johnson's	ability	to	get	that	bill,	the	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964,	signed	into	law	on	July	2,	1964,	to	have	been
aided	by	"the	moral	forcefulness	of	the	June	11	speech",	which	had	turned	"the	narrative	of	civil	rights	from	a	regional	issue	into	a	national	story	promoting	racial	equality	and	democratic	renewal."[152]	During	the	civil	rights	movement	of	the	1960s,	Lyndon	B.	Johnson	invoked	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	holding	it	up	as	a	promise	yet	to	be	fully
implemented.	As	vice	president,	while	speaking	from	Gettysburg	on	May	30,	1963	(Memorial	Day),	during	the	centennial	year	of	the	Emancipation	Proclamation,	Johnson	connected	it	directly	with	the	ongoing	civil	rights	struggles	of	the	time,	saying	"One	hundred	years	ago,	the	slave	was	freed.	One	hundred	years	later,	the	Negro	remains	in	bondage
to	the	color	of	his	skin....	In	this	hour,	it	is	not	our	respective	races	which	are	at	stake—it	is	our	nation.	Let	those	who	care	for	their	country	come	forward,	North	and	South,	white	and	Negro,	to	lead	the	way	through	this	moment	of	challenge	and	decision....	Until	justice	is	blind	to	color,	until	education	is	unaware	of	race,	until	opportunity	is
unconcerned	with	color	of	men's	skins,	emancipation	will	be	a	proclamation	but	not	a	fact.	To	the	extent	that	the	proclamation	of	emancipation	is	not	fulfilled	in	fact,	to	that	extent	we	shall	have	fallen	short	of	assuring	freedom	to	the	free."[154]	As	president,	Johnson	again	invoked	the	proclamation	in	a	speech	presenting	the	Voting	Rights	Act	at	a
joint	session	of	Congress	on	Monday,	March	15,	1965.	This	was	one	week	after	violence	had	been	inflicted	on	peaceful	civil	rights	marchers	during	the	Selma	to	Montgomery	marches.	Johnson	said	"it's	not	just	Negroes,	but	really	it's	all	of	us,	who	must	overcome	the	crippling	legacy	of	bigotry	and	injustice.	And	we	shall	overcome.	As	a	man	whose
roots	go	deeply	into	Southern	soil,	I	know	how	agonizing	racial	feelings	are.	I	know	how	difficult	it	is	to	reshape	the	attitudes	and	the	structure	of	our	society.	But	a	century	has	passed—more	than	100	years—since	the	Negro	was	freed.	And	he	is	not	fully	free	tonight.	It	was	more	than	100	years	ago	that	Abraham	Lincoln—a	great	President	of	another
party—signed	the	Emancipation	Proclamation.	But	emancipation	is	a	proclamation	and	not	a	fact.	A	century	has	passed—more	than	100	years—since	equality	was	promised,	and	yet	the	Negro	is	not	equal.	A	century	has	passed	since	the	day	of	promise,	and	the	promise	is	unkept.	The	time	of	justice	has	now	come,	and	I	tell	you	that	I	believe	sincerely
that	no	force	can	hold	it	back.	It	is	right	in	the	eyes	of	man	and	God	that	it	should	come,	and	when	it	does,	I	think	that	day	will	brighten	the	lives	of	every	American."[155]	U.S.	commemorative	stamp,	1963	[156]	In	the	1963	episode	of	The	Andy	Griffith	Show,	"Andy	Discovers	America",	Andy	asks	Barney	to	explain	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	to
Opie	who	is	struggling	with	history	at	school.[157]	Barney	brags	about	his	history	expertise,	yet	it	is	apparent	he	cannot	answer	Andy's	question.	He	finally	becomes	frustrated	and	explains	it	is	a	proclamation	for	certain	people	who	wanted	emancipation.[158]	In	addition,	the	Emancipation	Proclamation	was	also	a	main	item	of	discussion	in	the	movie
Lincoln	(2012)	directed	by	Steven	Spielberg.[159]	The	Emancipation	Proclamation	is	celebrated	around	the	world,	including	on	stamps	of	nations	such	as	the	Republic	of	Togo.[160]	The	United	States	commemorative	was	issued	on	August	16,	1963,	the	opening	day	of	the	Century	of	Negro	Progress	Exhibition	in	Chicago,	Illinois.	Designed	by	Georg
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