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Their vs. ThereThe quick answer is no! They dont mean the same thing. They may sound similar and they may have similar spellings, yet their and there have nothing in common in regard to their definitions.In fact, their'" and there are two different words, and not only do they have completely different meanings and uses in sentences, they also fall
into different grammatical categories. One is a pronoun, whereas the other is an adverb. To see all the meanings of each, as well as their grammatical functions, check the two dedicated sections below, where you will be able to find some great illustrative examples.When do we use their?Their is a pronoun, mainly used as a determiner. More exactly,
it is used to show belonging or relating to a certain group (of people or animate beings). The same word can also be used for something that belongs or relates to a particular person, when using his or her might be inappropriate, or irrelevant.Example 1: Our friends and their children will join us for dinner tonight. their is a pronoun used to show
belonging or relation to a certain group of people.Example 2: Did that person give you their name or their phone number? their may also be preferred in order to avoid using his or her when referring to something belonging or relating to a particular person.When do we use there?While their is a seemingly simple word, with two distinct uses and a
clear meaning, there is a little bit more complex, in regard to the contexts where it may appear. To be clear, there is mainly used as an adverb, expressing a location or a particular place.But it can also be used when indicating direction, when pointing or referring towards something in order to bring anothers attention to it; or when referring to
something available or present. Sometimes, there may also be used when referring to a certain point or time during an activity or a process.Further, besides functioning as an adverb, there may function as a pronoun in certain contexts. More specifically, in a particular expression. In this case, there is used to show that something exists, or something
is happening. Youll definitely get a better understanding of all these explanations by reading the examples below:Example 1: They moved to London because their son decided to settle there. there is mainly used as an adverb, referring to a particular place/location.Example 2: Put the flowers in the vase on that table over there. the same adverb there
can also be used to indicate a certain direction in order to make someone else look towards it.Example 3: The money is there for you whenever you need it. there can be used to show availability or presence of something.Example 4: If you feel tired during the game, stop there and dont go for a next round. here, there refers to a certain point during an
activity.Example 5: There are two shopping malls in this city. there can also be used as a pronoun, showing that something exists.ConclusionTo sum this all up, although they sound almost perfectly identical, their and there are not synonyms and have nothing in common as to their meanings.Keep in mind that their is always a pronoun expressing
belonging or relating to a particular group or person, whereas there can be used both as an adverb expressing location/direction/availability and as a pronoun showing that something exists. Now give yourself a pat on the back for making it through this article! Many learners struggle with there, their, and theyre, but this post will clear up the
confusion with examples and tips. These three words are homophones they sound the same but have different meanings and uses. Thats why they cause so much confusion, especially in writing. This post will help you understand the difference between these words and teach you how to use them correctly with simple examples. Lets dive in! 1. There
Refers to a Place or Is Used with To Be Verbs 2. Their Shows Possession 3. Theyre A Contraction of They Are Quick Comparison Table: Common Mistakes to Avoid Memory Tricks to Remember FAQs for There, Their, and Theyre Final Thoughts External Resources (Outbound Links) There is used to refer to a location or to start a sentence when talking
about the existence of something. Examples: Please put the keys over there. There is a book on the table. We went there last summer for a vacation. Tip: If you can replace the word with here, then there is likely the correct word. Their is a possessive adjective. It shows that something belongs to them (a group of people). Examples: Their house is at
the end of the street. The students turned in their homework. I love their new puppy! Tip: Try replacing their with my or our. If the sentence still makes sense, then their is the right choice. Theyre is simply the contraction of they are. Examples: Theyre going to the park this afternoon. I hope theyre happy with the results. Theyre not ready yet. Tip: If
you can expand the word into they are and it makes sense, use theyre. WordMeaningUse ExampleThereRefers to a place or existenceThere is a cat on the roof.TheirShows possessionTheir car is parked outside.TheyreThey areTheyre watching a movie tonight. Mixing up their and theyre: Wrong: Their going to the concert. Right: Theyre going to the
concert. Confusing there and their: Wrong: We left the bags over their. Right: We left the bags over there.There = here place Their = heir ownership Theyre = they are contraction Use these tricks while proofreading to catch mistakes before you hit publish or send! Answer:There refers to a place or position (e.g., Put the book over there.).Their shows
possession (e.q., Its their house.).Theyre is a contraction of they are (e.g., Theyre going to the park.).These words sound alike but serve different grammatical functions. Answer:Here are some tips:There contains here Think of location.Their contains heir Indicates possession.Theyre is short for they are Try replacing with they are to test it.
Answer:Yes!There: There is a new bakery on 5th Avenue.Their: Their friends are coming over tonight.Theyre: Theyre going on vacation next week. Answer:Because they are homophoneswords that sound the same but have different meanings and spellings. This often leads to confusion in writing. Answer:Yes, it is a common grammar mistake. Using
the wrong form can confuse your readers and reduce clarity. Its important to use the correct word in context. Mastering the difference between there, their, and theyre is all about understanding their meanings and practicing usage. With a little time and attention, youll never mix them up again. Merriam-Webster: There vs. Their vs. Theyre
Grammarly Guide: There, Their, and Theyre The words there and their are often confused and misused because they are homophones (they sound alike). A good way to remember the difference between the there and their is to remember Here with a T is there; so it refers to a place. While "there" refers to a place, "their" means belonging to, or
associated with, a group of people (e.g., "their clothes" clothes that belonged to them). Their versus There comparison chart TheirThereMeaning Belonging to them (in or to) that place Used as a contraction No No Parts of Speech Possessive pronoun; sometimes used (mostly informally) as a replacement for singular possessive pronouns (his and her)
when the gender of a person is unknown. Noun, adverb, pronoun, adjective, interjection Examples (1) Their house was decorated for Halloween. (2) The dog was theirs. (1) There was nothing left to do but go home. (2) She loved visiting there. (3) There he is! She envied their expensive shoes. I don't want to go there because it's too cold. Their van
was destroyed in the accident. Once upon a time, there was a princess who turned into a frog.In the following video, an English teacher explains the differences between their, there, and they're with more examples. Definitions Their"Their" is the possessive form of the plural pronoun they, used as an adjective preceding a noun (e.g., their company,
their books on the shelves, their promotion to upper management).Despite being plural, "their" has also come to be used as a replacement for the singular possessive pronouns his and her, as an indefinite singular antecedent (i.e., when the gender of a person is unknown or when referring to people in a mixed group or crowd). Someone parked their
car in a towing zone. Does everyone have their ticket in hand? This use of "their" is common in casual conversation and informal written English, but whether it is used in academic or professional writing often depends on style guide requirements, which typically prefer the more verbose "his or her" or alternating gendered pronouns. Someone parked
his or her car in a towing zone.There"There" has multiple functions and can be used as an adverb, noun, pronoun, adjective, or interjection.As an adverb, "there" can refer to in or that place, a moment in time or a point in a process, or a particular or specific matter. It can also call attention to a particular spot. My wife will be there soon. (referring to
in or that place) She paused there to let him reply. (referring to a moment in time) I was right to be sad there. (referring to a specific matter) There he is! (calling attention)As a noun, "there" refers to a state or condition. Once you get into college, you have to face it alone from there on.As a pronoun, "there" replaces a noun where the verb comes
before the subject or the subject is not mentioned. It can also supplant a place name or a specific time-based noun. There is no way to fail. (replacing a noun) She went there last week. (replacing a place name) We were there when that bell rang. (replacing a time-based noun)As an adjective, "there" provides emphasis. See the lady there for
directions.As an interjection, "there" can express a variety of feelings and emotions, ranging from relief, satisfaction, and approval, to encouragement and consolation. There! We won! There, there, you'll get them next time.References Share this comparison via: If you read this far, you should follow us: "Their vs There." Diffen.com. Diffen LLC, n.d.
Web. 23 Nov 2025. < > adverbldioms jump to other results strong form /e(r)/, weak form /(r)/ strong form /er/, weak form /r/ there is, are, was, were, etc. used to show that something exists or happensThere's a restaurant around the corner.There are two people waiting outside.Has there been an accident?I don't want there to be any
misunderstanding.There seemed to be no doubt about it.In our old town there appeared to be two sorts of people.There comes a point where you give up.There remains the problem of finance.There used to be a cinema here. Suddenly there was a loud bang.Many people believe there need to be more women in video games. (informal) There's only
four days left. (literary) There once was a poor farmer who had four sons. in, at or to that place or positionWe went on to Paris and stayed there eleven days.I hope we get there in time.It's there, right in front of you!There it isjust behind the chair.We're almost there (= we have almost arrived).Are we nearly there yet?Come on, I know you're there
somewhere. Hello, is Bob there please? (= used when calling somebody on the phone) prep. + there Have you seen my pen? Yes, it's over there.There are a lot of people back there (= behind) waiting to get in.I'm not going in thereit's freezing!I left in 2008 and I haven't been back there since.Can I get there and back in a day?I took one look at the car
and offered to buy it there and then/then and there (= immediately).James just sat there in silence.He wasn't doing anything, just standing there. existing or availablel went to see if my old school was still there.The money's there if you need it.This is the most exciting technology out there today. Most of the system is already there, just waiting to be
used. at that point (in a story, an argument, etc.)I feel There she stopped.I don't agree with you there.Topics Opinion and argumentcl used to attract somebodys attentionHello, there!You there! Come back!There you are! I've been looking for you everywhere. used to attract somebodys attention to a particular person, thing or factThere's the statue I
was telling you about.That woman there is my teacher.There goes the last bus (= we've just missed it).There goes the phone (= it's ringing). (humorous) There goes my career! (= my career is ruined)So, there you have it: that's how it all started. there to do something used to show the role of a person or thing in a situationThe fact is, they're there to
make money. Word OriginOld English thr, thr of Germanic origin; related to Dutch daar and German da, also to that and the.Idioms (informal) used to show that you think a place or an activity is not very interesting or impressive because you have already experienced itNot Spain again! Been there, done that, got the T-shirt. to be available if
somebody wants to talk to you or if they need helpYou know I'll always be there for you. (Welsh English) there; to there (informal) to know all about a situation because you have experienced it in various placesPapers were scattered here and there on the floor. (informal, sometimes offensive) not intelligent or not able to understand what is happening
(informal) used to show that you are determined not to change your attitude or opinionWell, you can't have it, so there! (informal) that is the situationlIt's crazy, I know, but there it is. (British English, informal) used to say that something is very good, even if it is not perfectAt the end of the tournament, he'll be there or thereabouts (= he may not win,
but he will be one of the best players). theres something for you (informal) used to say that something is a very good example of somethingShe visited him every day he was in the hospital. There's devotion for you. (ironic) He didn't even say thank you. There's gratitude for you! theres a good boy, girl, dog, etc. (informal) used to praise or encourage
small children or animalsFinish your lunch, there's a good boy. theres lovely, nice, etc. (Welsh English) used to say that something has a particular quality (informal) used to persuade a small child to stop crying or being upsetThere, there! Never mind, you'll soon feel better. there you are (informal)used when giving somebody a thing they want or
have asked forThere you arethat'll be 3.80, please.OK, there you go. used when explaining or showing something to somebodyYou switch on, push in the DVD and there you are!There you are! I told you it was easy! used when you are talking about something that happens in a typical way or about a situation that cannot be changedThere you gothat's
what they're like.I know its not ideal but there you go (informal) used to criticize somebody when they behave in a way that is typical of themThere you go againjumping to conclusions. See there in the Oxford Advanced American DictionarySee there in the Oxford Learner's Dictionary of Academic English The trio of their, there, and theyre can
flummox writers of all levels. Its confusing; they are homophones, meaning they have the same pronunciation (sound) but differ in meaning and derivation(origin).In this article, well explain the meanings of their, there, and theyre, how to use each word correctly, and provide example sentences for each term. Well also give some tips on how to
remember how each one is spelled. Thereis commonly used to introduce sentences or to indicate where something is, as inlts over there, next to the window. Theiris thepossessiveform of thepersonal pronounthey, essentially meaning belonging to or possessed by them, as in Is that their car, or ours? Theyreis a contraction ofthey are. What is the
difference between there, their, andtheyre?These three words serve many functions.There is an adverb that means in or at that place. In this sense, there is essentially the opposite of here. This is whats known as anadverb of place,which answers the question where an action is taking place. Many common adverbs end in-ly, likequickly,usually,
andcompletely, but not all adverbs do. There is also used as a pronoun introducing the subject of a sentence or clause: Their is the possessive case of the pronoun they, meaning belonging to them.As in:They left their cell phones at home.Their is generally plural, but it is increasingly accepted in place of the singular his or her after words suchas
someone:Someone left their book on the table.Theyre is a contraction of the words they and are.Theyre mastering the differences between three homophones! If you find yourself coming up blank when trying to determine which one to use, take a hint from the spelling of each:Therehas the wordherein it. There is the choice when talking about places,
whether figurative or literal.Their has the word heir in it, which can act as a reminder that the term indicates possession.Theyrehas an apostrophe, which means its the product of two words: they are. If you can substitute they are into your sentence and retain the meaning, then theyre is the correct homophone to use. Theyre, their, and there these
three homophones (words that sound alike but have different spellings and meanings) trip up lots of people. Theyre among some of the most commonly confused words! Though they look similar and sound the same, they are not interchangeable. There is about place, their is about possession or belonging, and theyre is a contraction of they are. Lets
dive a little deeper. This word acts as an adverb, a particular kind of adverb called a demonstrative. It indicates location or place. Use there to point to a physical location: Put your phone over there on the table. I would like to go there. There are the ducks! To remember the spelling of this one, think of the word where, and just replace the w with a t.
Where? There. There can also introduce a concept or idea. There is a chance it might rain today, for example. This usage is similar to the way we say it is. In the phrase it is going to rain today, it doesnt necessarily refer to something specific. Similarly, if we say, There is nice weather today, were not thinking of a specific location as much as a general
there. Protip: There can be used with is and are, as in, there is/are. However, we dont say their is/are or theyre is/are. Their is a type of pronoun called a possessive pronoun, like my or your. Use their to show something belongs to a person or group: The runners received their medals. The company has announced their new policy. I love that
restaurant because their chicken is the best! This rule may seem tricky, but heres a little mnemonic device for remembering this one: their is the only there/their/theyre that has an i in it, and I is also a kind of pronoun. Theyre is simply a contraction of the words they are. Imagine that little apostrophe represents an a. Here are some examples: Theyre
planning a trip to Europe. (They are planning a trip to Europe.) Theyre really nice! (They are really nice!) Thats where theyre going. (Thats where they are going.) If youre unsure whether to use theyre, try replacing the word with they are. If the sentence sounds correct, then theyre is the right choice. Here are some examples of using two or even all
three words together. There & Theyre: There is a nice seafood restaurant in town that theyre going to try. Theyre sitting over there. Their & There: Their shrimp is fantastic there. Their presents are there on the table. Theyre & Their: Theyre eating their food. Theyre really enjoying their presents. Theyre, There, & Their: Theyre going on their
vacation over there. Theyre visiting their uncle there. Theyre excited that their gifts are there under the tree. EditorNinja is here to help! Were a team of professional content editors who specialize in across-line editing, copy editing, and proofreading. All EditorNinja editors are MFA-trained and look forward to editing your written content! Schedule
a free intro call today to see how using EditorNinja can save you days of time, buy back hours that you can use to create more content or work on other things, and make, on average, a 3.5x ROI, or at least $12,000+ on your investment. homesitemapA-Z confused words there, their, or they're? "There," "their," and "they're" sound similar, but they
have very different meanings. It is important to understand the difference between these words because using the wrong one is considered a basic mistake. I live there. There are lots of shops. "There" is like "here," which is also a place. This is easy to remember because "there" contains the word "here." I understand their argument. "Their" is just
like "my," "his," "her," and "our," which are also used to show possession. Where are the rabbits? They're near the tree. If you cannot expand it to "they are," then you shouldn't be using "they're." Select the right one to fill the gap. "There," "their," and "they're" are common words, and your readers will expect you to use the right one. "They're" is a
contraction of "they are." It can always be expanded to "they are." This is a 100% rule! They're not leaving on Saturday now. (Do the expansion test: "They are not leaving on Saturday now.") I cannot believe they're from Boston. (Test: "I cannot believe they are from Boston.") More than 20 people left they're coats in the cloakroom. (Test: "More than
20 people left they are coats in the cloakroom." This is nonsense. Therefore, "they're" is wrong.) My doctor gave me two weeks to live. I hope they're in August. (Comedian Ronnie Shakes) (Test: "I hope they are in August.") Things are only impossible until they're not. (Captain Jean-Luc Picard) (Test: "Things are only impossible until they are not.")
"They're" is a contraction. There are two types of contraction: A shortened version of a word (e.g., "cannot" contracts to "can't") One word formed from two words (e.g., "they are" contracts to "they're") Both types of contraction feature apostrophes. In the contraction "they're," the apostrophe replaces the letter "a," and the two words are merged into
one.) Remember that a mistake involving one of these words presents a risk to your credibility as a writer. How would you react to this office sign? (It should be "their" not "they're.") "Their" is for possession. It is like "my," "your," "his," "her," "its," and "our." These are called possessive determiners ("possessive adjectives" in traditional grammar).
Can you show the guests to their cabins? (Do the "our" test: "Can you show the guests to our cabins?" This sounds okay. Therefore, "their" is correct.) I have seen their footprints before. (Test: "I have seen our footprints before." This sounds okay. Therefore, "their" is correct.) Their all leaving. (Test: "Our all leaving." This is nonsense. Therefore,
"their" is wrong. It should be "They're.") Their less likely to cause offence. (Test: "Our less likely to cause offence." This is nonsense. Therefore, "their" is wrong. It should be "They're.") Experience is the name every one gives to their mistakes. (Playwright Oscar Wilde) Here is a little trick to test whether "their" is correct: Use the word "our" instead of
"their." If the sentence still makes sense, then "their" is correct. This trick works because "our" and "their" are both possessive determiners used for plurals. "There" is like "here" because it represents a place. ("There" and "here" are both adverbs of place.) "There" has two uses: She is there. There are two apples. The Germans are over there. (In this
example, "there" is a specific place.) There is a good reason I'm not attending the party this year. (In this example, it means "a good reason exists.") Here is an example with "they're," "their," and "there." They're unqualified, and their opinions were worthless while they were there. This 5-minute video summarizes "there," "their," and "they're." video
lesson Are you a visual learner? Do you prefer video to text? Here is a list of all our grammar videos. You might also like... Help us improve... Was something wrong? Use #gm to find us quicker. Create a QR code.
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