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If	you're	learning	Spanish	or	just	want	to	sound	more	like	a	local,	knowing	various	greetings	can	help.	The	most	basic	greeting	in	Spanish	is	"¡Hola!",	which	is	similar	to	saying	hello	in	English.	However,	there	are	other	ways	to	greet	people	depending	on	the	situation	and	location.	For	instance,	if	you're	talking	to	friends	or	acquaintances,	you	might
use	phrases	like	"¿Qué	pasa?"	(what's	happening),	"¿Qué	tal?"	(how's	it	going),	or	"¿Qué	haces?"	(what	are	you	doing).	These	expressions	show	that	you	care	about	what	the	other	person	is	up	to.	When	greeting	someone	formally,	especially	if	they're	older	than	you	or	in	a	position	of	authority,	use	phrases	like	"¿Cómo	estás?"	(how	are	you)	with	the
formal	verb	ending.	You	can	also	say	"¿Cómo	está	usted?"	which	is	more	polite	and	respectful.	If	you're	answering	the	phone,	it's	common	to	say	"¿Aló?"	instead	of	"¡Hola!".	In	some	parts	of	South	America,	people	might	answer	the	phone	by	saying	"¿Sí?",	especially	in	business	contexts.	To	respond	to	greetings	like	"¿Cómo	estás?"	or	"¿Qué	tal?",
simply	say	"Bien,	gracias"	(I'm	well,	thanks)	or	"Más	o	menos"	(okay/fine).	You	can	also	alter	your	response	depending	on	the	greeting	used.	For	example,	if	someone	says	"¿Qué	haces?",	you	could	respond	with	"Nada"	(nothing).	Lastly,	don't	forget	to	use	greetings	like	"¡Buenos	días!"	(good	morning)	or	"¡Buenas	noches!"	(good	evening)	when	the
occasion	calls	for	it.	If	you	want	to	learn	more	about	how	to	greet	people	in	Spanish,	let's	break	down	the	different	time-based	greetings,	including	mañana	(morning),	tarde	(afternoon),	and	noche	(evening).	###ARTICLEHola!	Looking	for	a	way	to	say	"hello"	in	Spanish?	From	informal	expressions	like	¿Qué	onda?	to	more	formal	options	like	Buenos
días,	there	are	many	ways	to	greet	someone	in	Spanish.	Here	are	9	different	and	popular	ways	to	say	'hello'	in	Spanish.	1.	**Hola**	-	Hello	/	Hi	Use	"hola"	in	all	contexts	as	a	standard	way	to	say	"hello".	It	can	be	used	with	friends,	family,	acquaintances,	or	people	of	the	same	age.	Hola,	me	llamo	Tim	y	soy	irlandés	(Hello,	I'm	Tim	and	I'm	Irish).	2.
**¿Qué	tal?**	-	Hi	/	What's	up	This	expression	is	a	popular	way	to	greet	someone	and	ask	how	they're	doing	at	the	same	time.	It	can	be	used	in	formal	or	informal	situations.	Qué	tal	chicas,	qué	gusto	verlas	(How's	everything,	girls?	It's	nice	to	see	you).	3.	**Buenos	días**	-	Good	morning	Use	this	expression	in	formal	situations	to	greet	someone	in	the
morning.	In	other	parts	of	the	day,	use	Buenas	tardes	for	the	afternoon	and	Buenas	noches	for	evening	or	nighttime.	Buenas	noches,	Don	Paco	(Good	night,	Mr.	Paco).	4.	**¡Qué	milagro!**	-	Long	time	no	see	This	expression	is	used	in	Latin	American	Spanish-speaking	countries	to	greet	someone	you	haven't	seen	in	a	while.	It	expresses	surprise	and
happiness	at	seeing	the	person	again.	¡Qué	milagro!	¿Cómo	has	estado?	(Long	time	no	see!	How	have	you	been?)	5.	**¡Qué	onda!**	-	What's	up	/	Hello	This	informal	expression	is	popular	among	young	people	in	Mexico,	Argentina,	Guatemala,	Honduras,	Nicaragua,	and	Chile.	Use	it	to	say	hello	or	ask	how	someone's	day	is	going.	¡Qué	onda!	Hace
mucho	que	no	te	veía	(What's	up!	I	haven't	seen	you	in	a	while).	6.	**Buenas**	-	Hi	/	Hello	This	informal	expression	can	be	used	as	a	shortened	version	of	"buenos	días",	"buenas	tardes,"	or	"buenas	noches".	It's	a	casual	way	to	say	hello	in	Spanish.	Buenas,	¿estará	Gustavo?	(Hello,	is	Gustavo	around?)	7.	**¿Aló?	/	¿Bueno?**	-	Hello	When	answering	the
phone,	use	either	¿aló?	(Hello)	or	¿bueno?	(Good?)	depending	on	your	location.	Both	expressions	are	used	in	casual	conversations.	Take	Note:	The	context	of	a	conversation	helps	determine	which	meaning	is	being	used	with	¿qué	tal?.señorita?Hello?	Who	do	you	want	to	speak	to,	miss?	¿Bueno?	¿David?	¿Cómo	estás?	¿En	qué	te	puedo	ayudar?Hello?
David?	How	are	you?	What	can	I	do	for	you?	Take	Note:	‘¿Bueno?’	and	‘¿aló?’	are	appropriate	for	answering	the	phone	and	saying	hi	in	a	very	casual	way.	However,	if	you	need	to	be	a	little	bit	more	formal,	you	need	to	use	‘buenos	días’	or	‘buenas	tardes’.	¡Qué	bola!	–	What’s	up!	In	Cuba,	¡qué	bola!	is	a	casual	and	popular	way	to	say	‘hi’	in	Spanish.
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